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/• 

A S foon as the Commons were returned from the Lords, 
"** and the Speaker had read the King's fpeech, 

Lord Hyde moved, That an humble addrefs be prefented to Lord Hjdt. 
his Majefty, &c. His Lordfhip prefaced his morion by a 
panegyric on the prudence of government, the neceffity of 
the war, and the good conduct of our commanders, who, 
notwithftanding forne infinuations thrown out lately in the 
public prints, deferved our utmoft confidence, and amply 
juftified that hope which his Majefty as wejl as his Minifters 
placed in their future exertions. He faid, that the enfe red- 
dendum was not adopted until the views and actions of the 
Americans called loudly for the meafure, and that he doubted 
not but the prudence of government would feize every op- 
portunity to put a flop to the effufion of blood, when the 
honour, the dignity, or the intereft of the nation would ad- 
mit of fuch a defirabh effort* 

Sir Gilbert Elliot^ in feconding the motion, obferved, that sir aiht 
though he had not the honour of a feat in the Houfe when Mi** 
the grand objefts of the prefect unhappy war were under the 
difcufiion of Parliament, yet he was well aware that they 
had been already viewed on both fides of the Houle in every 
light wherein they were capable of being fcciu And, in- 
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dted, v if they had not, it was perhaps now unneceftary to dif- 
,eufs them. The queftion was not now whether America 
1ras originally right or wrong ; but whether fhe fhould or 
fhould not remain independent. And taking the cafe of the 
colonies as it now ftands, he Was aftonifhed that any man, 
born and educated in Britain, could ftand up in that Houfe 
to exprefs a fentiment contrary to the fpirit of the meafures 
adopted by government, and conveyed to us in the language 
of his Majefty's moft gracious fpeech. He took eccanon to 
introduce an obfervation on the prefent ftate of our trade and 
commerce; averring, that fo far from being diminifhed by 
the prefent conteft, as might reafonably be feared, they were 
rather increafed within the laft twelve months. He heard 
nothing of our artifans being unemployed in any branch, of 
trade in the kingdom ; and, bating a little increafe of luxu- 
ry, which, upon the whole, was rather a thriving fyrap- 
tom, he believed the nation was in as flourilhing a condition 
as at any period in his memory. He, in explicit terms, 
ftigmatized thofe who were of an oppofite opinion, as a fee 
of people pervaded with the fpirit of fa&ion. 
Marqmt of The Marquis of Granby lamented the confequences which 
Grsnty. mud fall upon this nation as well as upon the Americans, 
from fo unnatural a war. He feemed to take an equal inte- 
reft in the calamities it muft bring upon both, and expreffed 
the moft ardent wifh of employing the prefent moment to 
lay at leaft the ground -work of an accommodation. The 
powers of Great Britain had been exerted, during three fuo 
ceifive campaigns, to obtain peace with that continent by the 
point of the fword ; and flattering himfclf that the prefent 
moment of uncertainty, with refpeft to the fuccefs of our 
arms, was a moft proper time for attempting to efFeft it by 
ameafure of cordiality, he begged leave to read an amend- 
ment which he fhoald move to be inferted in the addrefs 
then pending before the Houfe. The fubftancc of this 
amendment was, " to advife his Majefty to adopt forae mea-* 
fures for accommodating the differences with America by 
treaty ; and for the better efreftuating fo defirablc a purpofe, 
to agree to a cefTation of all hoftilities ; at the lame time to 
affure his Majefty of the determination of his Commons to 
co-operate with him in every meafure that could contribute 
to the re-eftablilhment of peace, and the drawing fuel} 
lines as fhould affon} fufficient fecurity to the terms of pa T 
f-ification." 

4 Lord 
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Lord John Caven&Jh feconded the motion for the amend- Lord >^» 
xneqt ; pointed out the inconfiftency of thofc fentiments o( Cevmd ifi'* 
humanity in the King's fpeech, which the meafures of ad- 
ministration fo openly contradicted. He faid, that, for an 
ideal revenue of five or fix hundred thoufand pounds, fifteen 
millions had been already expended ; that great profeflions 
had been made from the throne two years back, of what was 
to be done ; but, inftead of finding them fulfilled, he per- 
ceived that fallcre et effhgere eft tritimphus with the miniftry ; 
for that laft fummer our coafts i warmed with the American 
privateers; and how much their force was dreaded by go- 
vernment, he could prove, being himfelf an eye-witnefs of 
the fortification of Dublin harbour, which had never been 
deemed neceffary before, even in a war with our natural and 
1110ft inveterate enemies : t hat fo far from our fucceeding f 
every campaign, in his opinion the prefent meafures ferved 
only to lead to an eternity of war ; that he could have no 
delight in the intelligence of the fuccefs of either force, as 
it muft naturallv be deftru&ive of the deareft interefts of this 
country. His Lordfhip faid, he had no objection to the 
congratulatory compliments to his Majefty contained in the 
addrefs, butwifhed heartily for the propofed amendment, 
thinking it the only ftep that could lead to the wifhed-for re- 
conciliation. He did this, he faid, with die greater readinefs, 
as he trufted it would be univerfally allowed that the propo- 
fition came from the pureft and moft liberal motives ; and as 
the young nobleman by whom it was offered was fo circum- 
ftanced in point of fortune, family, and dignity, that it was 
impoffihle for any caufe to afFeft the ftafe in general, without 
having a fimilar efieft with refpeft to him in particular : he 
therefore hoped the motion would be considered by the Houfc 
with a more ferious degree of attention. He then went into 
the conduct of the war during the three laft campaigns, and 
from the little efFe£t which coercion has produced, as well as 
from the ties of humanity and relative duties, deduced the 
expediency of adopting the meafures recommended in the 
motion. 

Governor Johnftone faid, he muft condemn the general and Governor 
violent cenfure thrown out by that young member [Sir Gil- J^nfimt. 
bert Elliot] on thofe gentlemen who had maintained opi- 
nions different from his, for feveral years before he came into 
Parliament, and who, at this day, found no reafon to alter 
thoiie opinions. He profefled himfelf one of thofe gentlemen 
whom the young member had branded with the appellation 
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of a faction, and to, juftify his fentiments, offered a variety 
of reafons chiefly deduced from facts. He fpoke ftrenuoujly 
of the merit of Lord Howe as a commander, not only 
from his conduft in the prefent war, but from his own per- 
fonal knowledge of Rim, The difficulties he muft have met 
in his paflTage from New York to the Elk were numerous 
and immenle ; yet he underflood this gallant officer, equip- 
ped as a common failor, with a jacket and trowfers, went 
himfelf into the boats, and with the plumb in his hands, 
Conducted a large fleet up to Chefapeak Bay, thro* flxoals 
And obftructions, which it was thought by able officers were 
impracticable to get over. But he denied that any real ad- 
Vantage had been acquired by thofe great achievements ; he 
denied that our trade was in a ftourifhing ftate : we had 
loft the Mediterranean trade, the African trade ; and even 
our home trade was invaded ; for very lately a number of 
French bottoms had been employed to carry our own goods 
from the river Thames ; and as the young member muft 
certainly be a man of learning, he ought to have known 
that a rife in the intereft of money, is a certain fign of the 
decay of trade. 

He defended the minority againft the imputation of being 
factious, and faid, that the conteft was now of fuch a nature, 
'that both fides of the Houfe, he had no doubt, acted from 
principle, in defence of their different opinions. He ex- 
ported the Houfe to be circumfpcct, and wary in the ftep 
they were going to take, and not, without a ray of infor- 
mation from the miniftry, now give the decifive vote to 
conquer or die ! ~ He then gave a melancholy detail of the 
'military operations of the prefent campaign, and particu- 
larly of General Burgoyne's defeat : — faid that America 
was forced to declare her independency, in order to fecure fo- 
reign affiftance :---again fpoke highly of the character of 
the Britifti commanders, particularly Lord Howe. The 
Governor therefore drew as a conclufion, that, if fuccefs 
was not to be derived from fuch commanders, there muft bo 
fomc inherent obftacle in the caufe in which they embarked, 
which could not be got over. Here, in a digrcflion, he drew 
a Jkctch of the ftate of Spain, under the reign of Charles V. 
-- of his vaft conquefts in different parts of the globe, ant! 
his difcoveries of unknown countries, and contraftcd it with 
the abject and contemptible ftate that mighty empire was 
hurried into by his ion, in an ill-founded conteft with, the 
United States of Holland; and from which it hat never 
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raifed its head; that the -latter prince was the firft who 
found out funding, and afterwards broke the national en- 
gagements he had thereby contracted- Obferved that the 
alarming fituation of this country might be colle&ed from 
the prefent exorbitant intereft of money, and that the trade 
of it was now in the hands of government. He concluded 
with remarking, that all he wifhed, in order to accommodate 
the prefent differences, was to fee America brought back to 
what fhe was at the end of the laft war. 

Mr. fVilkes. By the eftabliftied dodrine of Parliament, I 
am authorifed to confider the firft day of a new feffion as pe- 
culiarly the day of the minifter; perhaps more peculiarly fo 
than even the important day towards the cloie of the-feffion, 
which is regarded as the day of his triumph, and called hi$ 
opening of the budget. On that day, the minifter fubraits 
to the Hodfe his ftate of the finances of this kingdom, an 
•account of the various fums voted during the feffion, the 
Ways and means he propofes of railing the fupply, the cer- 
tain and probable expences of the year, the new taxes, and in 
general the revenues and fources of the empire. This firft 
xlay of a feffion is ftill more interefting, and holds forth more 
important matter to our consideration. The feffion is regu- 
larly opened by a fpeech from the throne ; but, although 
pronounced by the King, it is parliamentary language al- 
ways to ftile it the fpeech of the minifter, that in a fair and 
full difcuffion of. it, the facred name of majefty may not be 
♦tnade ufe of ta controul or check that freedom of debate, 
which is the eflence, and conftitutes the great dignity, of an 
Englifh Houfe of Commons. The minifter, bir, then, in 
the fpeech, gives us a general view of our Situation both at 
home and abroad, the probability of the continuance of war 
or peace, the ftate of foreign powers, fo far a* they are 
likely to affeft this empire, and, in fhort, whatever has a re- 
lation to our internal iecurity, or foreign connections with 
the allies of the crown. But, Sir, this is only the minifter's 
coup d* ceil of the kingdom ; his declaration of what he thinks 
•the actual fituation of public affairs. It is a kind of mini- 
fter ial chart, which the Houfe may adopt, or rejeft at plea- 
fure, and purfue the fame, or a courfe direftly oppofite, I 
thought it neceflary, Sir, to premife this before I go into the 
examination of the paper on our table ; and I fhall not fcru- 
ple to avail my felf of the right I claim, as one of the repre- 
sentatives of the people, to tr*at that production as contain- 
jfrg merely a ikctch of the minifter' s fentiments, as the fub- 
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fUnc^of the political creed which he wifltos to \* received 

by the nation. 

The fpcech, Sir, in my idea, clearly conveys to this 
Houfe a firm refolution to continue this unnatural, unjuft, 
and barbarous war, to our utter deftru&ion. Jt» breathes a 
fpirit of unrelenting rage, of cruelty and carnage, a favage 
thirft of blood. The torrents of blood already ihed, and 
the prodigious wafte of national treafure, have hitherto been 
followed with no fignal or fplendid fuceffes# In the third 

Xear of the war nothing decifive has happened. We are 
ill bleeding at every vein to fupport this American conteft, 
and I fee no probability of a near and final period. We 
cannot but obferve in the declaration of the miniftcr, that 
perteverance in error, that fatal obftinacy in the purfuanceof 
his mifchievous plan, which muft end in the ruin of our 
country, and the complete eftablifhmcnt of another potent 
empire from the fragments of the Britifh monarchy. Scarce- 
ly a faint gleam of hope dawns upon us. Minifters fcem 
determined to rufh on to imaginary conoueft, and certain, 
irretrievable ruin ; for if the war fhould be continued, on 
the preient wild and expenfive plan, it will effeftually bank- 
rupt the nation. We are told, Sir, in the fpeech, that the 
ininifter has " a juft confidence that the conduft and cou- 
rage of our officers, and the fpirit and intrepidity of our for* 
ces, both by fea and land, will be attended witn important 
fuccefs." The high fpirit and courage of Englifhmen has 
never been doubted. Would to God, Sir, they were alt 
this time exerted in a good caufe, in a juft ana righteous 
quarrel ! But, Sir, to this hour we know of no important 
fuccels ; we have fcarcely a certainty of one favourable 
event of this year's campaign. Even the minifters trem~ 
ble for the condition of General Burgoyne. I will however 
fuppafe that every advantage, which the 190ft fanguine friend 
of adminiftration has propagated without proof, is at laft 
authenticated, that Philadelphia is taken, and the army un- 
der General Walhington totally defeated. Let us recoiled, 
Sir, what paffed after Bofton was taken by the Britifli forces. 
Our general was foon befieged in that capital of New Eng- 
land, ignorniniouily cooped up there many months with 
twenty regiments, and at laft driven from thence. I know 
the colouring given to this retreat by the court-party among 
us, and have been naufeatcd with the cant terms of our ge- 
nerals changing their quarters, and fhifting their portions ; 
but I know iikewifc that their artillery and ftores were Iqfc 
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behind. All the military men of this country now con&ft 
that the retreat of General Howe from Bofton Was an abfo- 
lute flight* as much fo, Sir, as that of Mahomet from Mec- 
ca. Should Philadelphia be taken, we have indeed one 
more American town in our poffeflion, if it is not reduced 
to afhet by us, like feveral other towns and villages. Shall 
wt be able to keep it longer than we did Bofton ? Will not 
experience, warrant me to fufpeft, that before the winter is 
over, we Ihall hear of General Howe's being befieged in 
Philadelphia, and at lad retiring from thence with the loft 
of his heavy cannon and warlike ftores, as he did from Bof- 
ton ? The objeft of the la$ year's campaign was the con- 
queft of the two Jerfeys. It fucceeded. This year our 
troops have been obliged to evacuate both the Jerfeys, which 
are lately declared to be out of the King's peace. I will 
likewife iuppofe, Sir, that the report of General Wafhiifgton't 
defeat is confirmed, and the total dilperlion of that army. 
I remember about a month before the affair of Trenton, the 
army of General Washington had fo entirely melted away- 
that be had not five hundred men under his command, yn 
the profpeft of fuccefs againft the German mercenaries there, 
gave him, at a critical moment, a fmall but fpiritcd army, 
and the ju ft vengeance of 1 America proved fatal to almoft the 
Whole body of Hefliafts at Trenton. Admitting that Gene- 
ral Wafhington has fuffered a fevere check, will he not be 
able to recruit, .from an immenie track of country devoted 
to hiscauffe and perfon ? Still, Sir, two other provincial ar- 
mies, in no (mall degree formidable, fubfift, one in Mafla- 
chufets Bay, the'other in South Carolina. They have re- 
ceived no check ; they may march againft the army of Ge- 
neral Howe, reduced and weakened by the brilliant victories 
Which he is laid to have gained. To giveth* ftrongeft force 
to this reafoning, let me put the cafe of a general difperiion 
of the provincial troops in America, and of the diffoliition 
of the Congrcls, what conduft can Great Britain then pur* 
fue ? How will you preferve a country that extends from 
Hudfon's Bay to the fouthern extremity of Florida r Will 
you garrifon all their towns ? Will your army feparatc and 
go into cantonments r If you do, wherever you are weak* 
you will be attacked, and your troops probably meet die fate 
of the Heffiafns at Trenton. But, Sir, this country neither 
has, nor can raife, an army adequate to thefe purpofes ; 
and if we could hire all the regimented favages of Germany 
gnd Ruffia, the common dell rovers of the human race, we 
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muftiink under the.attcmpt. The nation would be beggared 
by. the effort. The. noble Lord at the head of our finances 
would. foon find all the pillars of public credit fhaken to their 
foundations, and all the fountains of national wealth dried 
up and exhauftcd. On fdeh terms America is not worth the 
holding. 

I am aware, Sir, that it will be faid, the Americnns, 
will, in cafe of general fuccefs on your part, give up the con- 
tcft, and fubmit to the terms you prefcribe. The late ex- 
perience of General Burgoyne is the fulled anfwer to this 
obje&ion. He tells us, that the very provincials, whd were 
moil forward to profefs themfelves loyalifts, and to take the 
oaths of allegiance, and to fubinit to Lieutenant Colonel 
Baum, urerc the firft that fired on him ; that they fet the ex- 
ample to the other troops, which ended in the total deftruc- 
tion of that detachment. He highly blames a provincial 
. gentleman for being fo incautious as to leave at liberty fuch 
as took the oath of allegiance ; a ftrange mode of periuading 
the others, to confine their countrymen the moment you con- 
,4 <bnt to admit them to fwear allegiance. Men are not con- 
verted, Sir, by the force of the bayonet at the breaft, nor 
by imprifonment. It is like the violence of a highwayman. 
He takes your purfe indeed, but you recover it the inftant 
you become ftronger than the robber. Nor is this to be 
confidered as treachery.. It was a compact founded only in 
force, and deftroyed in the fame manner. But I believe 
the Americans are neither to be cozened, nor by violence 
. deprived of either liberty or property. I therefore recur, 
£ir, to the amendment propofed by the excellent Lord,* to 
addrefs his Majefty to order a ceffation of hoftilities, as the 
only means of beginning a treaty, and cffc&ingj a reconci- 
liation with our Arnerican brethren. Thehoftile meafures 
echoed to the throne in the addrefs moved, will be ineffec- 
tual, and only ferve to ftrengthen the independence of the 
.colonies; and give additional vigour to their refiftance. We 
cannot fucceed by force, nor in this commercial country is 
the objeft worth our while, were it \ ofiible. Let us carry 
this plain truth to die foot of the throne, and let Parliament 
hold to the nation a language different from what we have 
hitherto heard from miniftcrs. 



* The Marquis of Granby, 

The 
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The nation, Sir, has been duped for feveral years by a 
fucceffion of minifterial falfehoods. When the Bofton port 
bill palled, the minifter declared that we fhould foon have 
America at our feet, for the reft of the Maffachufets Bay 
would defert Bofton. The other provinces, he affured us, 
would, from a rooted jealoufy, rejoice at her humiliation, 
and divide her trade. When the whole province became 
like one man, it was faid the fouthem. colonies however difap- 
proved the conduct, of New England. After both the 
ibuthern and northern colonies united, and made a common 
caufe, we were told, that mean? were found to prevent the 
meeting of the Congrefs. General Gage declared, that he 
would be in the midft of them. He chofe however not then 
to fhift his pofitipn. The Congrefs met without him, and •' 
in the moft perfect, fpirit of unanimity, for their wranglings 
were never heard but by the gentlemen of our trcaTury- 
bench. The non-importation and the non-exportation 
agreements were likewife declared impoffible to fubfift in a 
neft of known fmugglers, yet time has fhewn how ftriftly 
they have been preferved. It was likewife moft confidently 
averred, that the cowardly Americans dared not affemble in 
arms, and that two regiments were fufficient, to march 
through, and fubdue, the rebellious colonies. This however 
muft * be acknowledged to be prior to the fiege of General 
Howe and the twenty regiments in Bofton. I will not, Sir, 
tire the Houfe with recapitulating the regular fucceffion of 
court tales and fictions ; they have long been the amufement 
of mankind, both at home and abroad. Minifters however 
ftill affeft to believe, that thirteen colonies can be conquer- 
ed, after having for three years baffled all our efforts both 
by fea and land, trained and difciplined their people, fettled 
to the fatisfattion of the inhabitants their refpective govern- 
ments, raifed large armies to ferve during the war, provided 
for their pay, and collected immenfe ftores of artillery, . 
arms, and ammunition, feconded by the zeal of all America, 

and more than the good-will and applaufe of all Europe 

except the court-facYion among us. But, Sir, although 
America cannot be conquered, it may perhaps be regained by 
the arts of juftice and equity, by temper and moderation. 
The fword muft firft be iheathed, according to the propofed 
amendment of the noble Lord, and then we may talk of 
peace on fair and folid terms ; on terms of equality as bre- 
thren, and heirs of the fame free conftitution. I would 
hope that things arc not yet quite defoerate. 1 am fure peace 
Voi,. VIII. C will 
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WiU be the grcateft bleffing to both countries. It is perhaps 
even more neceffary for us than for them. The infant Ame- 
rican ftate feems already to poflefs the ftrength and vigour of 
the infant Hercules, ready to be exerted in afimilar manner, 
in fubduing the monfters of tyranny and violence. Our ex-r 
haufted ftate is well known to our enemies, who triumph in 
our fatal diftraftions, and are preparing to avail themfelves 
of ourdiftreffed condition, Sir, J muft again and again re- 
peat, that, in ray idea, a reconciliation witn America is ne- 
ceffary for this* country j A firm, lafting agreement with 
the colonies on terms ot juft\ce, or I am fure it will not be 
permanent, can alone fave us from impending ruin* The 
anfwer of the Privernates to the Romans fliould govern us, 
Ji bonaty pacem, etfi^am^ et perpctuam-r—Ji tnolam, baud Ajiutur- 
j&Ywii-'~the reception fuch an anfwer met with was worthy 
of the Roman people. Livy fays, pars melior fenav's admc* 
Irora refponfum trabere et dicere, viri et liberi vocem audi tarn. 

The fpeech, Sir, feems to flatter us with a promife of at- 
tention to this great objeft, the reiteration of peace to this 
diftrafted and difmembered enjpire. Jt fays, *' I fhall ever 
be watchful for an opportunity of putting a ftop to the effu- 
(ion of the blood of my fubjefts, and the calamities which 
5ire infeparable from a ftate of war," The minifters. Sir, 
reje&ed with indignity one happy opportunity of putting a 
ftop to the effufipn of blood, when even after the battles of 
Lexington, Concord, and Bunker's Hill, the Congreft 
humbly fupplicated his Majefty, tQ direft fome rnode by 
which the united applicatipns of his faithful colonifts to the 
throne rnay be improved ipto a happy and permanent recon- 
ciliation, T° 1 J 1C road infujt of the American Secretary, 
Lord Dartmouth, when lie told the agents of the colonies, it* 
September^ 1775, in the King's name, that no anfwer would 
t>e given, all the fubfequenr. calamities of the civil war are 
to be attributed, arjd perhaps the lofs of half our empire, 
Many calamities, Sir, are undoubtedly infeparable from a, 
ftate pf war; yet the prefent war ag^inft our brethren in; 
America has been, attended with peculiar circumftances of 
cruelty, which fill the mind with horror, with calamities, 
jvhicji are not. infeparable from a ft^te of war, Are the 
fcalping knife apd tomqhawk rjeceflary calamities of war ? 
Are they infeparable from it ? God forbjd } I have read, 
pir, a late proclamation of that great general and preacher, 
J#r f Burgoynp, which is fhocking to a civilized and gene- 
rgus, natipn. As a ftate -paper if. difgrac$s oijr country. The 
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imperial court have often employed many kind of irregular 
troops, Croats, Pandours, and Hufiars, but their names 
dilgrace no public a£h If they plunder they do not torture; 
The pious preacher^ Mr. Burgoyne, complains of this 
froward and ftubborn generation, and at the very moment of 
mentioning his confcioufnefs Of Chriftiaiiity$ difplays a fpi- 
rit of cruelty, repugnant to every principle of humanity* 
He boafts that he will give ftretch to the Indian forces under 
his dircftion, and they amount to thoufands* Merciful 
Heaven ! thoufands of Indian favages let loofe by the com- 
mand of a firitifh general againft our brethren in America ! 
Human nature fhrinks back from fuch a fecne. At his heels 
leafht in, like hounds, fhould famine, fword and fire, crouch 
for employment* Mr* Burgoyne's feelings as a man I fear 
will not hereafter be as universally acknowledged as the mili- 
tary 'talents of the great general* In the preient cafe I have 
that pity for him and his employers which they have not 
(hewn to others. What, Sir* has been, and xohtinues, thfe 
condud of the Indian favages in war } Is it not to exercife 
the moft fhocking cruelties oh their enemies, Without di- 
ftinftioa of age or fex } The conduft of this war goes on 
a par with its principle. Has the feeble old man, the help- 
lefs infant, the defencelefs female, ever experienced the ten- 
' der mercies of an Indian favage ? He drinks the blood of 
his enemy, and his favourite repaft is on human fleftu Is a 
ftretch given to thoufands of thefe canibals by the commands 
in a public manifefto of one of the King's generals ? I 
am bold, Sir, to declare, that fuch orders arc unworthy thct 
general of any Chriftian king. They arc only becoming a 
Jewifh prieft to a Jewifh king, a Samuel to a Saul, in the 
moft bloody and barbarous of all hiftories, the hiftory of the 
Jewifh nation. The orders of the Jewifh priefts were* Now 
go and fmite Amalek, and utterly deftroy all that they have* 
and ibare them not ; but flay both man and woman, infant 
and tackling, ox and fheep, camel and afs. General Bur- 
goyne threatens the Americans with all the vengeance of the 
ftate, not its juftice, that the meffengers of wrath will meet 
them in the field, devaluation, famine, and every concomi- 
tant horror. Not the fword of even-handed juftice, falling 
only on the head of the bold rebel, but the lavage horrors 
of the tomohawk from the thoufands of Indians under his 
direction on the innocent women and children* I remember, 
Sir, an honourable gentleman [Lord Advocate of Scocland] 
whom I fee in his place, a gentleman very high in the law, 
/ C % not 
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not only humanely propofing, according to the ideas, and in 
the language of his own country, but dwelling with rap- 
ture.pn what he claffically called a ftarvation bill for the poor 
Americans. 1 rely however, Sir, on the fpirit of the Ame- 
ricans that they will neither fufltr the fate of the Amale- 
kites, nor retaliate the attempt on the lavages of 'Europe. 

This year, Sir, we have again in the fpeech repeated af- 
furances from foreign powers of their pacific difpofition*. 
The noble Lord [Lord Hyde] who moved the addrefs, thinks 
France will not change ; and the honourable gentleman [Sir 
Gilbert Elliot] who feconded the motion, allures us of the 
perfeft amity of. the neighbouring powers. Can any change, 
Sir, be equally advantageous to France as & perfeverance in 
the prefent fyftem ? America now pours all her wealth into 
the lap of the houfe of Bourbon, and fhe lees her ancient 
enemy daily perifhing by a fatal civil war. Even the mini- 
fter feems to begin to awake from his long lethargy ; for the 
fpeech fays, " at this time, when the armaments in the ports 
tif France and Spain continue, it is thought advifeable to 
make a confiderable augmentation to our naval force." Par- 
liament ought to have been informed of the whole truth 
with refpeft to the treachery of Franc*. I am fure, Sir* 
I (hall not be contradiftcd when I affirm, that France, the 
government of France, not covertly nor underhand, not fe- 
cretly by merchants, but indire&ly and openly, as a go- 
vernment, affift the Americans. The two Congrefs fhips 
of war, which had the engagement with the Druid, arc now 
refitting at L'Orient on the. coaft of Britany, and furnifhed 
with every neceffary from the French king's ftores at that 
place. The faft is well known to the mimfter, and tamely 
lubmitted to ; but this open infult on the nation is endea- 
voured to be carefully concealed. 

The old ally of this nation, Portugal, is not honoured 
with being once mentioned in the fpeech. I will give the 
Houfe the reafon. Portugal is not only loft to us, but is 
become an acquifition to the houfe of Bourbon, by acceding 
to thc-Family Compafi.* By that treaty, Sir, which was 

publilhed 



* The Family Compact is a treaty of the moft alarming nature 
to all Europe. An aMracfc of it is tjiven in rhe '* Journal Hiftori- 
f]ue, ou Falters, du Regne de Louis XV." printed at Pari9 in 2 vols. 
Svo. with the king's privilege, in 1766. " *5 Aow, 1761, le 
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?ubli(hed in the French Gazette, all fubjefts of the houfe of 
lourbon were to be favoured equally with the natives of 
each refpe&ive ftatc, as to every privilege of navigation and 
commerce. Such a treaty, Sir, direftly militates againft all 
our former treaties, of Utrecht, Aix la-chapelle, and others, 
particularly thofe with Spain, by which we were to be treat- 
ed as the moft favoured nation. It will be a fatal blow to 
the trade of this kingdom, whenever it is carried into exe- 
cution by the whole houfe of Bourbon. 

An uniyerfal gloom, Sir, feems to be fpreading over our 
political hemifphere, yet we are called upon by minifters to 
addrefs the throne in luch terms, as if we were only fuffer- 
ing a light and tranfidnt misfortune, not groaning under the 
load of exorbitant and enormous taxes, and on the brink of 
ruin. Since the late augmentation of the civil lift we feem 
to be wonderfully improved in chirping addreiles. This is 
not, however, a piping time of peace. Compliments during 
the calamity of a wide-extended civil war, brought on by 
minifterial oppreffion, are abfurd. The profpeft from Ame- 
rica is covered with clouds and darknefs. A ray of light, 
however, feems to beam upon us from the noble Lord's 
amendment. If that is reje&ed, I fear the nation will be 
funk in defpair. That proportion I confider as tho-firft ftep 
to a reconciliation. After a ceffation of hoftilities, I hope 



Roi et le'Roi d'Efpagne concluent un trait £ ou pa&e de ramille, 
tant pour eux que pour le Roi des Deux Siciles, ec r Infant Due 
de Parme, con tenant 28 articles, par lefquels i!s etabliflenr entrc 
eux une alliance perpetuelle, convenant de rcgarder & l'avenir corn- 
me enneroie, toute puiflance ennemie de 1'undVux, et fe garantiflant 
reciprcquement tous leurs etats dans quelques parties du monde qu'ils 
foient fitues, fuivant l*£tat oik ils fe trouveront, au moment on les 
trois couronnes et le Prince de Parme fe trouveront en paix avec les 
•utres pui fiances ; s'obligeant de fe fournir les fecours necefTaires, 
de faire la guerre conjointement, et de ne point faire de paix feparee 
Tun de l'autre. Ce traire pone encore fupprenion du droit d'au- 
baine en France, en faveur des fujets des Rois d'Efpagne et de Si- 
dle ; et convention exprefle que la fujets des trois couronnes jouiront k 
dans leurs etats reciproqucs % des mime droits* privileges et exemptions que 
les nafionnaux, par rapport a la navigation et au commerce y fans que 
les autres puiffances de P Europe puijjent 6tre admifes & cctte alliance de 
famille, ni pretendre pour leurs fujets % lememe traitement dans les e"tats 
; des trois couronnes* 

** Les ratifications de ce traitej furent echangees le 8 Septerabre." 
vol. *• page 707. 

our 



Digitized by 



;Gooq1 



i4 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1777, 

our fleets and armies will be withdrawn, all the late unjuft 
ads repealed, and the charters reftored. Let us treat with the 
liberal fpirit of freemen and Englishmen. Unconditional 
fubmiffion is unconftitutional fubmiffion, and becomes only 
the flaves of an arbitrary monarch. Force againft the vaft 
American continent we have found avails us nothing. All 
coercion is impofible. The attempts of violence have been 
followed with deep diftrefs, ihame, and difappointment. I^ec 
us therefore at laft hear the mild voice of reafon. The times 
teem with events, which rauft determine the fate of this once 
great and powerful empire. Let us be guided by the princi- 
ples of lenity and juftice, that thebleffings of peace and* union 
may be reftored, and permanently remain, to the whole em- 
pire. 
Mr. AWer- Mr. Alderman Bull. I hardl v need to fay, that I fhajl take up 
ma* B*U. but very little of the time of trie Houfe. I never yet have, I 
never {hall think, that any thing I can offer will long deferve the 
attention of this Houfe. But, Sir, the motion of the noble 
Lord is, in the prefent Situation of our affairs, of fo much im- 
portance, that I cannot fatisfy myfelf without giving my public 
teftimony in favour of it. 

The diftra&ed ftate of this empire demands the moft feri- 
ous and earned attention of each individual, of the reprefema- 
tives of the people. 

Divided and diftrefled as we are at home, convulfed and di- 
ftra&ed as they are in our once valuable colonies, uncertain as 
are the events of war, it behoves us to turn our thoughts to 
conciliation and peace ; to reftore, if poffible, and to eftablifh 
on a bails that may be permanent and immovable, that good 
underftanding and harmony which once fo happily fu I) lifted 
betwixt us and our brethren on the other fide of the Atlantic. 

To enter into the queftion of taxation without reprefenta- 
tion, after it has been fo frequently and fully debated, would 
be a wafte of time ; I will therefore only declare, that, in my 
opinion, property taken without the confent of the ow- 
ner, or his representative, is robbery : it is what our confu- 
tation never warranted ; and any body of men who tamely 
fubmit to fuch an alienation of their birth-right, are utterly 
unworthy of the exalted name of freemen. 

This motion of amendment has peace for its objeel, and it 
is founded upon the generous principle of equality. Can 
there be any reafon urged, why our brethren in America 
fliould not enjoy as fully all the privileges of the conftitution, 
as our brethren in Ireland ? Can there be any reafon urged, 
Why our brethren in Ireland fliould not enjoy all the privileges 
' CO 
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to which Englifhmen are intitled ? I am confident there can- 
not. 

Sir, it is the boaft, it is the glory, it is the perfection of our 
conftitutioA, that every fubjecl of it is equally intereftcd in its 
privileges. To preferve this equality, our heroic forefathers 
frittered and bled j they counted not their lives dear, but cx- 
pofed them to dangers and to death, in defence of their right of 
giving and granting their own money. 

A noble lord, once a valuable member of this Houfe, de- 
clared within thefe walls, that he rejoiced that America had 
refilled. I, Sir, rejoice that the fpirit of Englishmen, that the 
fpirit of our forefathers, is feen to animate their defendants on 
the other fide of the globe ; and if ever fuch a claim fhould 
be exercifed in our lifter kingdom of Ireland, as that we are 
now unjuftly, wantonly, and cruelly exerciiing in Ame- 
rica, I hope that a fpirit of genuine liberty and refiftancc will 
arife, fufficient to overwhelm it. 

Hitherto, Sir, we have been fafcinated with the unmeaning 
parade of the uncontroulable authority of the parent ftate, and 
the fupremacy of parliament. We have been fhedding the 
blood of many brave men, and wafting the money of the peo- 
ple, for a mere phantom •, and have, at length, been hurried 
on, by our mad ideas of fuperiority and invincibility, to the 
very brink of deftru&ion. 

The predictions long ftnee declared in this Houfe, have in. 
part already been accomplifhed : injuftice has its reward ; 
difappointment and diferace its portion. 

In this horrid conteff, we have gained nothing but unhappy 
experience ; experience, however, by which wife men would 
profit. What has it opened to us ? Scenes of returning com* 
merce and felicity i No :— on the contrary, nothing but fcenes 
pf general diftraclion and mifery. Let us, therefore, fcize the 
prefent favourable opportunity. Let us bury in eternal obli- 
vion our paft animoiities ; and, by an offer of peace and of li- 
berty, reconcile thofe whofe friend (hip is our intereft, but 
whofe enmity, in the end, will certainly be our ruin. 

Sir Philip Jennings Cltrk. I (hall heartily concur in the$; r p # y. 
firft part of the propofed addrefs, which is to convey our dutuGfoA* 
ful congratulations to the King, on the fafe delivery of the 
Queep, and the birth of another Princefs ; an event which I 
do moft fincerely rejoice at 5 bat having conftantly oppofed 
the Amerfcan war, from the commencement of it, as thinking 
it might and ought to have been avoided) and for other reafons, 
which I have frequently offered ip this Houfe, and which are 
too well juftified by events, which have happened in the pro- 
} fccution 
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fecutionofit ; it will not be wondered at, that I fliould now 
\ refufe to give my aflent to thofe other parts of this addrefs, 
which are to convey affurances to the throne, of our intentions 
to furnifh means of prolonging and' continuing the war. 

I do moft heartily adopt the amendment made by the noble 
Lord : it is of a conciliating nature, tending to put an end to 
this unfortunate quarrel, which has brought this country to 
the eve of its ruin, and which, if perfevered in, muft end in its 
% deftru&ion. A motion of a nature fimilar to this, was made 
by a noble Rarl in another houfe, in the early part of thefe 
troubles. That noble Earl, the greateft rninifter and the 
ablcil ftatefaian this country ever boafted of, wifhing to fave 
this country a Tecond time from impending ruin, ftepped 
forth in its diftrefs, and produced a plan of a bill, which would 
at once have prevented all the calamities which fince that 
time have befallen us. It forewarned you at that time of all 
the diftrefles and dangers which have fince happened. Un- 
happily for this country, little credit was given to his pre- 
dictions ; his plan of accommodation was rejected, not be- 
caufe it was disapproved, but there is too much reafon to 
think that a jealoufy of that great man's abilities deprived us 
of the benefit of his proffered (ervices. His plan, fo diffimilar 
to that of gentlemen in adminiftration, could not be accepted 
without depriving them of their places. A reafon which, I 
fear, will protract this war, as long as any honcft man has a 
guinea left in his pocket, or a man, woman or child left alive 
in America, if we continue to furnifh minifters with means to 
deftroy them. A great price indeed for their fervices ! 

Had that noble Earl's plan been accepted, we fhould be con- 
(idered as their friends, not their murderers ; and fhould now 
probably be in quiet pofleffion of our colonies. The people of 
that country would be now looking up to us for protection. 
Then, by a revival of trade and their affiftance, we fhould be 
in a fituation not to cringe to any foreign power, but to de- 
mand, if neceffary, that juftice by the fword, which we arc 
now obliged to implore by memorials and petitions. 
Mr. Serj. Mr. Serjeant Adair faid he had one argument to offer on 
/tdeir* the prefent queftion, which had not been offered by any gen- 
tlemen who had fpoken before him. He was aftonifhed that 
on the firft day of the feffion, when parliament, particularly 
under fuch critical circumftances as the prefent, fhould expc£fc 
every information that miniftry were able to furnifh, in order 
tojuftify the houfe in pledging itfelf to fupply government, 
not one man in adminiftration had deigned to (land up to give 
parliament thq^ fmalleft ray of light on the prefent -flare of 
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affairs. It was unknown how we flood with rcfpeft to France 
and Spain ; and it Was ftrongly fufpe&ed that Portugal had 
acceded to the Bourbon compaft. Thefe were circumftances 
that fhould have fomb influence on our meafures, and what- 
ever knowledge government had of thofe matters,- ought of 
courfe to be laid before the Houfe ; and the witholding fuch 
information, if any they had, was a fufficient reafori for the 
Houfe to poftpone the addrefs till they fhould be better in- 
ftru&ed on thofe material fubjedts; 

Lord North faid, he did not think of troubling the Houfe Ld. iivrjb 
fo early in the debate, but he thought it neceffary to clear up 
the point ftarted by the learned Serjeant refpefting the infor- 
mation he hinted at ; for, that in the courfe of twenty • 
years attendance in that Houfe, he never remembered it to 
he the bufinefs of the minifter to give a comment on the 
King's fpeech. And in anfwer to a charge of another ho- » 

nourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes] it was the firft he heard of 
General Burgoyne, like Samuel, putting man, Woman, and 
afs, to the lword, as had thus been wantonly imputed td 
him. That the Indian favages in the King's fervice were 
headed by proper officers, who had it in charge to prevent 
the inhumanities complained of:—- -that, left it be deemed' 
improper to have fecured the Indians, it was neceffary to in- ^ 
form the Houfe, that the Americans had made overtures to 
gain them to their fervice, and therefore it was thought pru- 
dent to engage them, as an effeftual means, among many 
others, of fupprefSng the rebellion. With refpeft to the in- 
vidious, and odious afperfion thrown on the charafter of 
that military fenator, now in his country's fervice, he trufted , 
he fhould fee him rake his feat again in that Houfe, when, 
he had no doubt, but he would be able to defend himfelf fully 
againft any man, who would rife up, and accufe him. As 
to the unhappy war itfelf, his Lordlhip aflured the Houfe, 
he wifhed as heartily as any member there for the happy 
moment to arrive, when fomething might be chalked out to 
efFeft the wilhed-for accommodation ; but that happy mo- 
ment mull be the moment of viftory. He confeffed they' 
were in the dark with refpeft to the late operations, having 
received no intelligence from Sir William Howe lince a day 
or two after his landing at the head of the Elk river : he 
faid, it would be abfurd to order a ceffation of arms on the 
part of the Ring's troops, as fuch a ftep would naturally im- 
ply that their original claim would be admitted ; but faid, 
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the commanding officers had a power of granting i cefiation 
whenever they deemed it expedient. 

With refped to foreign powers, he affured the Heufe^ 
that from every thing he had been able to colled, he could 
not find it was the intereft, nor did he believe it vfes the in- 
tention, of France or Spain to go to war with us ; but a* 
they thought proper to keep on foot great armaments in their 
feveral ports, he deemed it prudent to put this country in 
an equal date of defence, to guard agaihft the ppffibility of 
an attack ; that the language of the court of France was by 
no means that of war ; whenever it had been deemed unin- 
intelligible, ftrong remonftrances had been made,, and redrefa 
had been received r that they had publiflied the ftrongeft de- 
clarations, forbidding any countenance being fhewn the Ame- 
ricans ; and, in confequence of this conduct of the French 
miniftry, that no depredations had been committed on our 
coaft. 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke replied, and expreffed a great concern that the 
matters urged by fo many relpe&able members as {poke be- 
fore him mould be treated fo lightly t and took aa opportu- 
nity of complimenting the feveral honourable perfons already 
mentioned, and ridiculed the haughtjnefs of the minifter.. 
[If it were poffible, we would give a detail of a fpeech, 
which ? in the courfe of almoft two hours,, commanded -the 
attention, excited the laughter, and fometimes drew tear* 
from the fympathizing few ; but we muft omit all thole 
changes of ridicule which were rung by his ingenuity upon 
the defence which Lord North made in anfwer to the charge 
againft General Burgoyne's proclamation; alio pafs over 
his* proofs of the futility and injury of our conquefts in the 
colonies, and touch only on that pathetic fupplicatiou which 
he made to the Houle, to feize the prefcnl happy moment tc* 
attempt an accommodation, when neither elated with info- 
Hnt viftory, nor debafed with abjeft defeat, we could witb 
honour so ourfelves make fuch propofals to our colonifts, as 
^they eeuld, without dishonour, accept,] He apoftrophifed 
with a degree of enthufiafm upon the noble fpirit of men, 
who, if they had not-been rebels^ he could have beenlavift* 
inj>rai£ng ; of women who, reduced by the rum of civil dif- 
cord,to the moft horrible fituation of diftrefs and poverty, 
tad conftancy, generofity, and public Ipifit^ to- ftrip the 
blankets, in a freezing feafon, from themielves and their in- 
fants, to fend them to the camp, and preferve that army 
which they had lent out to fight for their liberty. And flwll 
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Britons, faid he, overlook fucb virtue r and will they pcrfift 
in oppreffiing it ? .Shall we give them no alternative but un- 
conditional fubmiffion r A three years war has not terrified 
them, diftrefled as they are, from their great purpofe. Let 
us try the power of lenity over thofe generous bofoms, 

Mr. Fox afierted, that the idem of conquering America was ig r , F(tx , 
fcbfurd ; and that fuch an -event was, in the nature of things, 
absolutely isnpoffible. He proved his affection from the fitu- 
atioo of the country, the difpofition of the people, and the 
Pittance from Great Britain. He faid, that though there- 
fourccs of this empire were fuch as. to enable us to carry on 
the war for (everal campaigns more, that there was a radical, 
a fundamental error in the proceedings, which would for 
ever prevent our generaU from afting with fuccefs ; faid that 
so man of common fenfe would have placed the two armies 
in fuch a pofition as from their diftance made it utterly im* 

¥>>ffible that one fhould receive any affiftaoce from the other, 
hat the war carried on by Burgoyne, was a war of pofts : 
that the taking of one did not fubdue the country, but that 
it would be neceffary to conquer it inch by inch-— that his 
army was not equal to the talk — the numerous fkirmifhes 
with the enemy, and the natural difficulties of the country, 
would Co retard hi* motions, that the campaign muft be end* 
od before the objeft of it was fulfilled ; and that if he was 
happy enough to join Sir Willian* Howe, it muft be 
with nothing more than the fhattered remains of an army 
mouldered away, which might have been of fame fervict 
to the caufe, if by -the blunders of the miniftry they had 
fiot been feat where it was impoffible they could aft, unlefs 
under the greateft difadvantages ; fuch as muft.be obvious to 
a man of the meaneft abilities, and which would efcape no 
one but the inaufpicious minifter for American affairs. 

He was fevere on Lord George Germaine : he declared 
that ever fince the day that nobleman forced himfelf into ad- 
painiftration, our affairs began remarkably to decline. Thai: 
it was the rqeafures which he dilated to the miniftry, that 
drove the Americans to a declaration of independence ; and 
that as he was the caufe of the continuation of the war, fo 
he (hojild not only be removed from the management of our / 

officers, but be made to know, that a minifter is accountable ■ 
to the nation for the orders he gives, and the meafures h* 
advifes. He exprefted the greateft horror at arming the In- 
dians, and letting them loofe, not only againft the troops of 
America, but alio againft the dsfcnceleis women and chii- 
* D 2 dren, 
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dren, whefe bpdies even death could not refcue from the in* 
fults and barbarity of the favages. He faid, he wondered 
how a prince, famed for his humanity, benevolence, and 
fanftity of manners, as the prefent King is, could abet or 
fufFer fuch miicreants to remain in his camp, when it is well 
known that brutality, murder, and deftru&ion, are ever 
infeparable from Indian warriors.. 

He took a curfory" review of the operations of the feveral 
campaigns—— fhewed what little we had gained, and of 
courfe how little we might expeft to gain ; and expreffed 
his hearty wifhes that we were now in as good a ftate, as • 
when the noble Lord found us, in 1775. ^ c afferted that 
France was the dire&refs of our motions ; that we go no 
farther than fhe thinks proper to permit us ; and that the 
fate of the American conteft depended on her councils ; that 
if fhe declared war, the immediate confequence muft be an 
evacuation of America ; our troops and (hips muft becalled 
Jiome to" defend ourfelves, and America of courfe become 
free. He reprobated all the proceeding ; and afked fo* what 
purpofe hoftilities were commenced ? If it was to maintain 
the navigation aft, why were fo many French bottoms em? 
ployed in the river ? If it was to raife a revenue, he ob- 
served, that the miniftry took a very ferious ftep to effe£fc 
their purpofe, by plunging the nation into a new debt of 
fifteen millions. If they intended to fecure the commerce 
of America Sy arms ? they had moft happily hit upon a plan* 
that not only deprived us of the benefit of it, but had 
throvvn it all ii)tb' the hands of our enemies. He faid, if 
terms were offered to the Americans before it were too late, 
they might perhaps accept them ; that at leaft it would be 
doing no more than juftice fhpuld require at our hands ; that 
it would detach many of them fj-op the Congrefs, and by di- 
viding them, facilitate a coriqueft; that he could not wifh 
to fee them reduced to unconditional ifubmiflion ; which it 
is not more unjuft to require, than impoflible to force them 
to. He concluded by giving his hearty confent to' the 
amendment. " " ** ' 

H. Gtwgt " L^ r 4 George Germaine got up, and informed the honourable 
Qtrmtint. gentleman wtyo fpoke laft, that he had never deemed himfelf 
of fo much confequence as he did at that moment ; when he 
was told' by the honourable gentleman, that the Americans 
declared their independence, becaufe he came into office. 
The honourable gentleman was pofleffed of vaft abilities, 
which he employed to render his meaiures not only contempt 
■'■-■■ tibjc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



A* *777* DEBATES.* *< 

cible, bat criminal in the eyes of the Houfe ; that ft wa« 
natural for him to feel himfelf hurt by the charges of the 
honourable gentleman, and that he hoped the Houfe would 
indulge him wkh a little attention, while he endeavoured to 
wipe away. the blot which the honourable gentleman had 
feerned anxious to fix upon his adrniniftration. He then 
begged leave to inform the gentleman, that before he came 
into- office, he was afked by the noble Lord near him [Lord 
North] if he would fupport thofe fcntiments in office he 
had before delivered in Parliament ; upon which he had de- 
fired to fee their plan of operations, and finding them agree- 
able to his ideas, he declared he would, and would have no 
obje&ion to ferve his Sovereign in place, with the fame 
alacrity he did when out, as long as the fyftem laid down, 
was not inconfiftent with the fpirit of the conftitution. For 
the truth of what he advanced he appealed to the noble 
Lord, 

For his part, he faid, he could not' fee the fhadow of a 
reafon which could juftify the aflertion of the honourable 
gentleman, that affairs had grown worle lince the manage- 
ment of them was committed to his hands. When his Ma- . 
jefty had honoured him with the poft of fecretary of ftate, 
the King's troops were befieged in'Bofton, Nova Scotia was 
in danger, and the Florida* threatened with an invaiion by the 
Carolinians : in a word, even hope, at the time, feerned in 
feme degree prefumption ; yet, to the honour of admini- 
stration, and pur commanders in America, he was happy to 
fay, that the gloomy profpeft had diiappeared, and given 
place to the moft proroifing fcene of fuccefs. No official in- 
formation, ipdcdJ, had been received from Sir William 
Howe ; but that, from the private advices that had been 
brought to hand, there is every reafon to conjefture that 
General Washington has received acheck, and that General • 
Howe k, moft probably, now purfuinghis blow and improv- 
ing his advantage ; and to this, he faid, it was natural to 
attribute his iilence, 

With regard to the Canada expedition, the honourable 
gentleman was under a miftake when he imagined that Ge- 
neral Burgoynehad orders to fight his way to New York, 
thereto join Sir William Howe : that his orders to the for- 
mer were to clear the country of rebels as far a» Albany, 
which town was prefcribed to him as the boundary of his 
expedition, unlefs circumftances might make it neceffary to 
co-operate with General Howe, in which cafe he was to af- 
% fift 
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fift him to the utmoft of his power. The operations of tke 
campaigns, fince he became a minifier,had been wifely plan- 
ned, and executed with no lefs fpirit than judgment ; and 
fuch were the meafures purfued, that had it not been for the 
unforefeen misfortune at Trenton, there was every reaibn 
to believe that the laft campaign would have fcjeen decifivc. „ 

The treaty with the Indians was grofsly mifieprefented, 
and forry he was to fay,' that there bad not been candour 
enough on the qther fide of the Houfe, to acknowledge that 
government was driven to that meafure by neceffity. The 
Americans, it is well known, tampered with the Indians, 
and {trained every nerve to induce them to take an adivc 
part againft the King's friends ; and the idea of treating for 
a neutrality, was never ftarted, till the effort to make them 
take up the war hatchet had proved abortive. We at worft 
but copied the righteous and infallible Congrefe, bat with 
more fuccefs. When General Burgoyne treated with the 
iavages, he infilled that if they joined his forces, they fhould 
abfolutely conform to his laws of fubordination ; and the 
Sachems, to whofe commands the Indians are known to pay 
the moft implicit obedience, gave the general the moft po- 
fitive affurances that their men would obfervc the ftriQeft dis- 
cipline. When a meafure does not anfwer the expedition 
of the planner, after he has taken every poffible precaution 
$0 enfure fuccefs, it mud fureiy be unrealbnable to blame 
men, merely for not being able to command events* 

His Lordlhip obferved that the honourable gentleman had 
paid him a compliment, for which he was not bound ^ to 
thank him, as he was' thoroughly convinced it was not in- 
tended as fuch. It was plain the honourable gentleman was 
no enemy to the Americans, and his being fo very ftrenuous 
for removing him from the direction of affairs feemed to 
indicate, that fuccefs would be more likely to attend the 
arms of the rebels, if he ceafed to have the direction .of 
affairs. That the honourable gentleman had endeavoured to 
' create a jealoufy in the brcaft of the premier, but he was 
too well allured of his noble colleague 9 * good fenfe, to be un- 
der any appreheniions on that head. That as he came into 
office without defiring it, fo he was ready to retire from it 
without regret, the moment that Houfe fhould dWapprove 
of his meafures. His circumftances, he thanked Hea- 
ven, were fuch as not to force him to fubmit to any difgrace- 
ful termsj and to render the emoluments of a murifter nn» 
»ecefiary to his fubfiftance* 

H* 
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He knew he. was rcfponfihle for his orders, and flattered 
himfelf he had never delivered any, which fhould dilhonour 
him as a man, a citizen, or a minifter. He did not want 
the Americans to lay down their arms and fubmit uncondi- 
tionally to the law of the conqueror ; they might treat by 
individuals ; nor were the commiffioners, as was faid, with- 
out fufficient powers to aft. 

There was every reafon, he declared, to hope for fuccefs 
in America* The Congrefi, by the great bounties offered 
for ibldiers, ftiewed they were hard fet to recruit their forces ; 
that the hardfhips the people actually fuffer under tlieir de- 
fpotic tyrants, compared with the mild government they had 
withdrawn themfelves from, and under which they had be- 
come fo powerful, have nearly brought them to a fenfe of* 
their error, and made them fick. of rebellion. 

They boafted of liberty ; but furely no one in his fenfes 
would fay, that the fhadow of liberty was to be found 
among men, where the fmalieft complaint againft. the efta- 
bliihed government was punifhed with imprifonment and 
confiscation of goods ; where if a gentleman fhould fay half 
as much againft tbejr ufurped power, as had been faid that 
night againft the rulers of the nation, his life would be made 
to anfwer for his botdnefs. 

He faid, that as the amendment, if carried, would tend 
to keep up the (pirit of independence, which has for fome , 
time paft hurried away their reafon, he fhould think himfelf 
an enemy no his country, if he fhould do otherwife than 
ftamp it with his negative. 

Colonel Bcari fhewed the ncceffity of fending out full Col. B&&, 
powers Jto the commiffioners, of prefenting the olive branch 
to the Americans before thejr became utterly irreconcileable 
1* Great Britain : he complained that his letters were opened 
by the oiders of the minifters, and that no officer from Ame- 
rica dared to fpeak to him, as he was looked upon as a pro- 
fcribed pcribn. 

Hon. T+ LvttrtU faid, he had not an idea that any mem- ffat. t* 
ber of the Heufc of Commons, who confeientioufly fulfilled ****&■ 
his d,uty to the public, could vote for the minifterial addrefs, 
moved by the noble Lord on the other fide of the floor* 
That fo unbecoming a courtefy to the Crown,, fhould never 
get the afcendant in his mind over that impulfe of loyalty and 
true regard to the King, which prompted him to fpeak truths, 
and to forewarn his Sovereign of thofe imminent dangers 
which threatened both his realms, and his per Jon, in cafe the 
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jJrefcnt bloody meafures of his minifters fliouM at this con- 
juncture be purfued with fo unrelenting a pcrfeverance as the 
ipeech from the throne feemed to threaten* 
- He lamented, that every icffion fince he held a feat in that 
Houie, had been opened with a fpeech from the throne, which 
merited, in his humble opinion, very fevere reprehenfions 
from the delegates of a free people ; for he was not fo fortu- 
nate as to poffefi a feat in Parliament, till the bright a&ra of 
the prefent reign was quite at an end; 

He had not the happinefs to be feated among them, when 
his Majefty, contemplating the honour and glory in which 
he found this empire at the death of his royal grandfather, 
affured the Commons, that " the rights of all his fubjcft^, 
were as dear to him as any prerogative of the crown.** For 
this affurance, he ihould undoubtedly have been among the 
iirft to vote an addrefs of thanks.- He was not among them, 
when his Majefty declared that it was " his determined pur- 
pofe to countenance and encourage the practice of true reli- 
gion and virtue ;" that fenfible of " our trade and commerce 
being the great fource of national wealth, they ihould be the 
fixed object of his never-failing care arid attention ;" and 
when recounting the rapid and important victories which had 
attended the Britifh arms in every quarter of the globe againft 
a formidable foreign enemy, the minifter of that day did lb far 
juftice t0 * c benevolent feelings of his royal matter, as to 
ftate thofe conquefts tranfeendantly glorious, " becaufe effect- 
ed almoft without any effufion of Chriftian blood." This 
was furely a fpeech from the throne, that merited the unani- 
mous thanks of a Britifh Houfe of Commons. Sir, fince I 
have, been in Parliament, I have heard no fpeeches from the 
throne, but fuch as have tended to deprive. a great part of 
hjs Majefty's faithful fubje&s of their dearcft rights, and 
unalienable liberties ; to bring one half of his people uncon- 
ditionally proftrate at the feet of the other half; fuch mea- 
furcs only as have " unconditionally and daugeroufly ad- 
vanced the regal prerogative ;" propofitions and fentiments 
" fubverfive of true religion and virtue," and utterly de- 
finitive of the trade and commerce of this country. ' And, 
to compleat all, the minifters who compofe thefe fpeeches, 
and defile with them the royal lips, having, by diabolical 
machinations, kindled a moft impious and horrid civil war, 
and from time to time thrown ftore of combuftibles into 
the flames, ^recount the failure and difgrace of the Britifh 
arms inftead of conqueft, and triumph in the effufion of 
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native Wood, and the maffacre of thoufands of his Ma- 
jefty's fubje&s, as equally grateful to Parliament, with 
the moft heroic vi&ories heretofore obtained over France and 
Spain. Such men, fuch principles, and fuch p raft ices, fhall 
never be treated of bv me ia this Houfe, nor in any other 
Houfe, without the nrongeft terms of abhorrence and exe- 
cration I am mafter of. The gentleman therefore, whoever 
he be, for I prefume he is not out of hearing, who favoured 
me With a very polite, anonymous invitation to the cockpit 
yefterday evening, will here receive my thanks for his kind 
intentions, and accept of my excufe for non-attendance, I 
indeed never go to the cockpit at Whitehall, nor to any other 
cockpit; and when, upon an enouiry, I underftood that none 
reforted to that cockpit, but fuch as were determined, at all 
events, to follow the ftandard of the prefent men in power, 
I took for granted (and have not been much deceived) that 
the fpeech and addreffes there fettled, would be fit only for a 
cockpit, in the original meaning of the word ; that fort of 
theatre, fo difgraceful to the humanity of Englifhmen ; a 
rendezvous for ruffians and black-legs, to dilport with the 
lives of innocence^ generality, and valour. The cockpit w*s 
the place in which he ihould have judged the minifies to have 
learnt, that the moft effeftual way to put an end to the war, 
was by the tomahawks, and canibal fury of the Quebec In- 
dians. The worthy Baronet who fecpnded the motion for aa 
addrefs, prefumes, that ** every man will admit the fupremc 
fovereignty of this country to be veiled in the kgiflaturc ; ,f 
but it feems the fupreme fovereignty is now transferred in 
fa& to the cockpit, and we farcially meet here for no better 
purpofe, than to confirm and regifter th$ afts of that more 
Augaft affembly. 

The beft criterion, I imagine, from >yhcnce we can judge 
of the real fenfe of Parliament -at the firft day of the prefent 
feffion, is from confidering what the fenfe of rarliainent was, 
Tefpefting this horrible war, at the clofe of the feflSon laft 
year, when you, Sir, with proper dignity and firmnefe, ha- 
ving touched upon the very profufe fums which had been al- 
lowed by the commons to the crown, for maintaining the 
American war, obferved, they had been thus libera!, u ho- 
ping that means would be found to ftop the ravages of war,, 
and the deftro&ion of his Majefty's fubjefts, without which 
there was but too much realbn to fear, that confequencea. 
would enfue ruinous to the prpfperity, ^perhaps fatal to the 
fefety of thefo kingdoms." Have fucn means been attempt- 
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ed,. or thought of by miniftcrs ? Why then arc we affurcd 
iri the fpeech, that every opportunity will be watched to 
make peace ? And why does thd miniuer in the blue ribbon 
now tell us, that " every man in the nation wifhes for peace ?** 
But, fays the honourable member, who fo ingenioufly fecon- 
ded the addrefs, however we may lightly touch on the origi- 
nal caufe of the war, that is not now the fubjeft in point, 
" we have come to a decifion ; the dye is caft." Here wc 
pre again brought back to that favourite paffage of the Rubi- 
con, and the jatta eft alea ; of a truth there is fome jufticc 
< in the companion, between our minifters croffing the Atlar**- 
tic, and Caefar croffing the river Rubicon from Gaul; for 
though thefe minifters confidered as ftatefmen, or as com- 
xnanders, are no more like Caefar, than I to Hercules, yet 
did he, like them, take up the battle againft the conftitution 
of his country ; and having rafhly made the firft decifive ftep, 
he faw no poffibility of receding, without the lofs of his cre- 
idit and his offices, perhaps the forfeiture of his life ; for his 
offences had been fcarce lefs criminal than thofe of Cataline, 
What Cicero remarked of the march of Caefar to\yards the 
capital of Italy, may alfo be well applied to our minifters ; 
" He came vyeli. provided with every thing (fays that cele- 
brated oratorj) excepting a good caufe." But before I diC. 
mifs this tranfaftion of the Rubicon, which is fo favourite 3. 
trait of hiftory with the leaders and over-rulers of admini- 
ftration, I would admonifti and conjure them to deduce from 
thence one wholefome leflbn, which is this : When Caefar 
crofted the Rubicon, he yet propofed to the fenate, to with- 
draw Ms army on certain very humble conditions ; and the 
matter being agitated in the fenate, tyfarcellus the conful, 
and the Patrician fafiion in general, held it unbecoming the 
dignity of the commonwealth, * € to treat \yith rebels, having 
arms in their hands ;" fo they preferved their etiquette, ancj 
in the courfe of a very few days, paid for it with the total 
lofs of their power, find jhe annihilation of the liberties of 
their country, 

Mr. Luttrel then obferyed, that he much approved of the 
amendment propofed by die noble I^ord near him, [Lord 
Granby] but wifhed the amendment to have gone (bmewhat 
farther, as the miniftcr now pofitively declared, " he woulcj 
give up taxation," if fuch conceffion were likely to effefhiatc 
a peace. With great deference to better judgment, he (hould 
therefore prefume that, after congratulations couched in terms, 
of the utmoft refpeft and iiflfcdfcion to his Majefty on the birth 
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of a princefs and favc recovery of the queen, as to whicfl 
not a man preient could more heartily concur than himfelf, 
he fhould wilh to add, "humbly befeeching his Majefty, 
that it be an inftruftion to the commifRoners lft America to 
treat of preliminaries of peace, or a fufpenfion of hoftilities, 
as expediency may require, with any convention, Congrefs, 
or other colle Aive body, or with any perfon or perfons which 
fkid commiflioners fhall find entrufted to convey the fenti* 
xnents of one or more of the revolted provinces ; and to af- 
fure his Majefty, that his faithful Commons, willing to go 
all juftifiable lengths to prevent a further effufion of blood, 
and to avert the dreadful calamities which accumulate on this 
divided empire, are earneftly difpofed as a ground-work of 
conciliation and amity, to co-operate with the other branches 
of the legiflature of Great Britain, in pledging the national* 
faith, in the moft explicit and ficred manner, that no taxes 
nor contributions whatever, fhould henceforward, at any 
time, be attempted to be levied on the colonies of Nort* 
America, without the affent or concurrence of the immediate 
reprefentatives of the faid colonies refpeftively/* 

Mr. Luttrell afked if any country gentleman whatever 
would now rife up in his place, and contend for taxation ; if 
fo, he fhould only fay fuch country gentleman was fitter for 
St Luke's than for St. Stephen's. He did firmly believe, if tax- 
ation were" once given up, and that great minifter, who early 
in the late war faved this country from utter ruin, invited 
again into office, with a lenient difpofition, to heal thofe 
wounds our civil diftracTions had made on either fide the At- 
lantic, and with talents and a fpirit equal to fo difficult a 
conteft, if irremediably and unhappily neceffary to continue 
it, this nation might yet be faved ; — we fhould then ascer- 
tain, whether the Americans, to a man, (as has been conti- 
nually alledged by gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe) 
fght for nothing inort of independence; and whether, as die 
honourable member who feconded the addrefs ft> pofitively* 
infilled, " the only road to peace is through the havock and 
carnage of war : " for his part, clear he was, fuch a change 
of men and meafures would divide the continental Congrefs 
and continental army into factions, and fo far anfwer a wife 
purport ; but, at all events, he fairly owned, he thought an/ 
terms of reconciliation more eligible than an exterminating 
war ; for he obferved, that fubjefts, thus fubjugated, could 
only be treated in one of the three following "ways : You 
muft bct^r their condition, which he pre fumed nobody could 

£ % fuppofe 



digitized by 



Google 



*» PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

fuppofe thcfc minifters, with thsir fcalping favages and Ger- 
man affaflins, to have at all in their contemplation J K you 
refufe to better their condition, would you rule them by a 
military force ? If you attempt it, you afturedly cffe&uatc 
the third piece of policy, which, is extermination ; for, be- 
lieve me, the American iettlers will rather emigrate, by whole 
jxtovinces, fir as New Mexico or California, or even to thofe 
ice-bound iflands lately difcovered near the fouth pole, than 
fubmit to military power ; and your beft hope \p\l be, to be- 
gin to colonize that vaft and fertile continent quite anew, and 
for more aufpicious ends, with your Heflian and Brunfwick 
hirelings, who efcapc the connift, and their fruitful trulls, 
Mr. Luttrell afked, if what the Earl of Chatham had fore- 
fecn laft feafon had not a&ually come to pafs ? He told yo» 
that the fair promifes of the vernal feafon would furely end 
in autumnal disappointments. Mr. Luttrell then compared 
the conduct and cataftrophe of General Burgoyne, at jthe 
head' of the northern army in America, with that of Charles 
the bold Duke of Burgundy, when he iffued the moft fevere 
proclamatians againft the orave Switzers in the Canton of 
Berne, looking upon them, as already conqured ; he carried 
with him chains to lead them captive at the feet o( his caval- 
ry, and he gave them notice, that he would caufe to be erec- 
ted the moft ftately monuments to his martial fame, in the 
very heart of their country ; Sir, he fulfilled his promife ; 
a monument they crefted for him in the form of a charnel- 
houfe, filled with the fkulls and ikeletons of the invading ar- 
my, which was totally overthrown through thd intrepidity 
of die Swifs peafants near the town of Morat, and the vic- 
tors furnifhed his monument with this emphatic infeription : 
tc Carolus Burgundi* dux inclkus hot fui monumentum reliquitf 9 
&c. &c. Mr. Luttrell faid it was probably but in vain to 
hold up fuch bloody fcenes, in terrorem, before the hardened 
authors and conduftprs of this unnatural quarrel ; Mr. Spea- 
ker might as .well put an hungry leech on the richeft vein of 
Ins body, and counfel with it not to draw blood, as to talk, 
with tfaefe contractors, pay-maftcrs, treafurers, commiflaries, 
and a long lift of et ceteras y who traffic thus lucratively with 
tbc v calamities of their country, to rclinquifh their hold, ajnl 
confefi their ambition and their rapacity fatisfied. The mi- 
* \* nority therefore, of which he fhould certainly be. one, had 
Only to lament, that a fovereign, fo moral and pious as ours 
now on the throne, fo humane and ft> generous, ft> capable 
*i gpverning a free people with honour^ profperity and re- 
nown, 
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nown, fhould already have fkpri6ced one half of his domi- 
nions, and defpcratcly hazard the lofs of the one half, to chc- 
tifh and aggrandize a more immoral and profligate, a more 
tyrannical and fanguinary, and, in fhort, a more weak fet of 
miniftcrs, than ever tried the patience of the Englifh nation, 
under the worft of the Stuart kings. 

Before he fate down he fhould only add, that the worthy 
baronet [Sir Gilbert Elliot] who fuppofed die navy of Great 
Britain, in our home ports, to be at prefent more formidable? 
than the combined naval force of France and Spain, had been 
grofsly mifinformed ; but, as it was not a fubjcft in its full 
extent then before the Houfe, he fhould referve a difcuffion o£ 
that important bufincfs to a future day. 

Lord North made a fhort reply to Colonel Barrf, and tori Jfo/-/*. 
then the queftion being put, there appeared for the amend* 
naent 86 ; againft it 243. 

November ai. 

Lord Hyde offered to bring up the report of the addrefs of tori H y <U. 
the preceding day. 

Sir Philif Jennings rofe, and moved, That the addrefs be sir p*;/^ 
recommitted. Jnamgs* 

Mr. Turmr declafcd, as a country gentleman, who meant Mr. tun*, 
to ad entirely for the fervice of his conftitucnts, that he could 
not agree with.adminiftration in their ideas of purfuiag the 
prefent war. That he had, during the recefs, taken the fehfe 
of his conftituents, at one of their moft general meetings ac 
York, where he candidly afked them, whether it was their 
opinion that the war fhould be profecuted ? If it was, they 
had only to inform him fo 9 and as he would ever be ready to 
receive their inftru&ions, as long as he continued to have the 
honour to reprefent them, he would refign his feat, and they 
might chufe fome other reprefentative. However, their opi- 
nion was, that peace fhould be concluded at all events. Ho 
wifhed he had a piece of Latin to exprefs his fentiments more 
fully ; but, as it was, he begged le ( aYe to put a negative on the 
queftion. 

Mr. H. W. Hartley obje&ed to the queftion on the fame Mr. H. W* 
principles, and intreated adminiftration tofeizc the only mo- &f/i ** 
ment they might ever have of flopping the calamities of this 
civil war. 

Earl Nugent faid, the arguments of t\ie two laft gentlemen \u\tfupm. 
were abfurd ; that the conteft now was, not whether Ame- 
rica fhould be dependent on the Britifh parliament; but whe- 
ther Great Britain or America fhould be independent ? Both 
a ccnid 
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could not be fo, for fuch would be the power of that vaft con- 
tinent acrofs the Atlantic, that was her independence eftablifh- 
cdj this ifland muft expeft to be made a dependent province* 
Gen. Cm- General Conway took a wide ranee through the whole fyftem 
wj. of American politics ; faid he had been uniform in his oppo- 

fition to the meafures that occaiioned the war, and fhould re- 
main fo in bppofing thofe meafures which led to a continuance 
of it* As to the minifter's idea of the Americans laying down 
their arms in order to be treated with, it was the height of 
folly : for as a.foldierhimfelf, and bred to arms, fuppofe he 
was invefting a town, the gates of which he found fhut, and 
the walls manned, would not the propofition of " open the 
gates, and let me in, and then I'll treat with you," be re- 
ceived with the utmoft aftonilhment and contempt ? It was 
exa&ly the fame, contidered nationally. After condemning 
the uie of the Indians, he concluded by declaring, before God 
and that awful aflembly, that though the Americans might be 
culpable, yet, in his opinion we were far more fo. 
Mr. Tter* The Attorney General admitted there was fomething like an 
km* ' argument in the General's inveftiture of a town ; but would it 
not be equally ridiculous on the part of the forces without, to 
Teceive a fimilar propofal from thofe within the citadel ? As 
to the ufe of the Indians, painful as fuch a fervice muft be to 
every mind, neceffity loudly demanded it ; for in aconteft of 
this nature, fuch is the nature of man, that every ftep is taken 
to annoy his enemy ; but fo far from this being the only bar- 
barity of the prefent war, he had heard an honourable member 
boaft of that enthufiafm of the rebels in Canada, who fwore 
allegiance to the King, and then turned upon a detached party 
of Col. St. Leger's, and cut them to pieces. The meafure, 
he faid, was adviied by a noble lord [Lord George Germaine] 
in the King's clofet, and was approved of by the reft of ad- 
miniftration, as an effectual means of fubduing the rebels. 
tor George Sir George Savile diflented from the queftion, from the fame 
*■**• motives that had hitherto occaiioned him to vote againft go- 
vernment on the American war ; faid that the idea of con- 
vincing the Americans of their errors by their fwords at their 
throats, put him in mind of a paflage in Shakefpeare, where. 
Lady Macbeth fays, 

" I will with wine and waffel fo<onvince, &c." 
That his mind was fully made up upon the grand point in di- 
fpute, and though on the arrival of the late joyful news he had 
teen Walhington (hot, and hanged in effigy in the country 

wher* 
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where he had been, which made him believe the prefentmea* 
fures" had its advocates alfo out of doors, yet he would cxprefc 
his deteftation of them, and wiflied, but for the honour of his 
friends, that his proteft might ftand fingle and alone upon the 
journals of the houfe. 

Mr. Adam fpoke next, upon the old ground in general, inMr. ,4fa*. 
defence of government, till he came to the matter of treaty 
with the rebels while in arms, to bring them back to depen-r 
dence. This, he faid, led him to revert to hiftory, as an ho-r 
nourable gentleman [Governor Johnftone] had done the pre-* 
ceding night, when he begged them to confider the cafe of 
Oliver Cromwell, and aik themfelves, if he had been informed 
that matters were accommodated between the prince and par- 
liament, whether he would have gone back to dependence ? 
Certainly not. — After paying Mr. Fox a compliment oa the 
exercife of his talents, when he avoided personalities, he con- 
cluded by giving his hearty concurrence to the queftion. 

Mr* fox defended himfelf, and infilled upon it, that folongifr.ifa, 
as the freedom of debate remained, his arraigning the public < 

conduct of a minifter could never be deemed perfonal ; that 
he had attacked the only man refponfible, the fecretary of flat e 
for American affairs, though he attempted to fcreen himfelf, 
by faying, he was only one of the minifters who advifed the 
meafure, for in the conduct of the laft glorious war, who was 
jrefbonfible but Lord Chatham ? Would the Duke of Ncw- 
caftle, Mr, Legge, or the Chancellor, have been called to an 
account for the confequence of mifmanagement orill-fuccefles ? 
No J none but Mr. Pitt, the then fecretary of ftate for the 
fouthern department. He thanked the gentleman who fpoke 
laft, for the compliment he intended him, and, in return, af- 
fured him he had more wit than Lucian or Swift, in bringing 
thofe oppofites into tjifcfame point of view, which Mr, Addi- 
(pn calU the teft of wit. He ridiculed his hiftorical proof of 
Cromwell, in inferring he would not have done a thing, be-> 
caufe he had not done it. After this he replied to fome of the 
Attorney -general's arguments, clearing fome miftakes re- 
fpefting his account of the enthufiafm of the treacherous re- 
bels in Canada, an4 then fate down after diflenting frorq the 
queftion. 

The Solicitor General replied to Mr. Fox ; exprefled his Mr. Wei- 
aftonifhment that the different fpeeches fhould have flown fo fahrnu 
wide from the matter under immediate confideration ; faid, 
tiiat not a tittle had been advanced againft the propofed aug- 
fjjcqtatioi) of tfye army and navy, ii* order to enforce the rigo? 
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rous meafures of another campaign, if found neceflary ; but 
that oppofition had gone upon other grounds in every refpeft 
fallacious and abfurd. With refpefl: to the ceflation of arms 
they propofcd, fuppofe an herald was fent to the rebel camp 
with fuch a propofition, and the Americans fhould reftife to 
comply with it, what muft be done ? Muft the Britifli troops 
lay on their arms and be beaten ? for both parties muft agree 
in that ceflation before it could poffibly take place. He then, 
in order to prove the rebels' intention of independence, (aid 
he was informed by Mr. Morris, once governor of Penfylva* 
nia, a man who appeared to him the beft acquainted with 
American matters of any he ever converted with, that inde- 
pendence was their general topic, long before the breaking 
out of the war. As to unconditional fubmiflion, which had 
been bandied fo much about from the other fide of the Houfe, 
Jt was impoffible to treat with an armed force, but on tlioft 
terms ; for fo long as that military force exifted, all treaty 
was ridiculous ; and here he produced, as a cafe in point, the 
very hiftorical circumftaace which, though mentioned by Mr. 
Adam hvpothetically, was in itfelf an hiftorical faft ; and 
wondered now the acute and lively member who fpokc laft, 
fhould be fo little converfant with the hiftory of thofe times, 
as not to know that the matters in difpute between Charles I. 
and his parliament were nearly adjufted, and that the finifhing 
ftroke was about to be put to the treaty, when the very army 
which the parliament had themfelves raifed, denied the au- 
thority of their creators, and [addrefjing bimfetfto the Speaker] 
hurried your predeceflbr, Sir, and his mace, frpjn the fenate t 
^Aiter this he defended Lord George Gcrmaine, and cenfure4 
the perfonal attack that had been made upon him. 

Mr. Rous and Mr. Burke fpoke likewife in the debate. 

The queftion was put a few niinutes before 11 o'clock* 
when the Ayes for agreeing with the report were 175, an4 
the Noes 47. 

November 22. 

The addrefs prefented. 

The bumble Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King* 

Afoft gracious Sovereign, 
We, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje&s, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affembled, beg 
leave to return your Majefty the humble thanks of this 
Houfe, for your aioft graciousfpeccb from the throne. 

Deeply 
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Deeply iilterefted in every event which tends to incteafe 
Your Majefty's doroeftic felicity, and impreffed with the 
livelieft fentiments of duty and attachment to the Queen ; 
we beg leave to offer to your Majefty our congratulations 
on the birth of another princefs, and on her Majefty's happy 
recovery. 

We allure your Majefty, that we take a fincere part in the 
confidence which your Majefty expreffes, that the conduft 
and courage of your officers, and the fpirit and intrepidity of 
your forces, both by fea and land, will, under the Divine 
Providence, be attended with important fuccefs* But at the 
fame time we entirely concur with your Majefty in thinking, 
that it is neceflary to prepare for fuch further operations as 
future events, and the contingencies of the war, may render 
expedient. And we learn, With much fatisfa&ion, that your 
Majefty is for that purpofe purfuing the proper meafures for 
keeping your land forces complete to the prefent,eftablifh- 
ment. And whenever your Majefty (hall be pleafed to com- 
municate to us any new engagements, which you may have 
entered into for encreafing your military force, we will take 
the fame into our confideration. And we truft your Ma- 
jefty will not be difappoitited in the gracious fentiments 
which you entertain of the zeal and public fpirit of you a 
faithful Commons. 

We are truly fenfible, that your Majefty's conftant care 
for the welfare of your people, and your generous concern 
for the happinefs of mankind, difpole your Majefty to de- 
fire, that the peace of Europe may not be difturbed : but we 
acknowledge, with equal gratitude, your Majefty's attention 
to the fecurity of your kingddms, and the prote&ion of the 
extenfive commerce of your fubjefis, in having made a con- 
siderable agumentation to your naval force, on which the re* 
putation and importance of this nation muft ever principally 
depend. And we hear with the bigheft fatisfafiion, and re- 
ly with perfefi confidence on your royal declaration, that 
your Majefty will always be the faithful guardian of the 
honour of the Britifh crown. 

We beg leave to affure your Majefty, that we will without 
delay enter into the confideration of the fupplies for the en- 
fuing year ; and that we will chearfully and effe&ually pro-. 
vide for all fuch expences as fhall be found neceflary for the 
welfare and effential interefts of thefe kingdoms, and for the 
vigorous profecution of the meafures in which, we are enga- 
ged, for the re-eftablifhment of that constitutional fubordi- 
Vol. VIJL F nation, 
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nation, which we truft, with the bltfling of &od, your Ma-" 
■jetty will be able to maintain through the feveral parts of 
your dominions 

We acknowledge with equal gratitude and admiration 
yqurMajefty's paternal declaration, that you will be ever 
watchful for an opportunity of putting a flop to the effu*- 
fion of the blood of your fubje&i, and the calamities of 
war. 

Permit us to aflure your Majefty, that we cannot but ftill 
entertain a hope, that the difcernment of their true intereftt , 
the remembrance of the bleffings they once enjoyed, and the 
fenfe of their prefent fufferings under the arbitrary tyranny 
of* their leaders, will induce the deluded and unhappy multi- 
tude to return to their allegiance, and will reanimate their 
hearts with a fpirit of loyalty to their Sovereign, and of at- 
tachment to their mother country. 

The gracious and condefcendmg manner in which your 
Majefty expreffes your defire, that you may be enabled to 
teftore peace, order, and confidence, to )rour American co- 
lonies, cannot fail of endearing your Majefty to the hearts 
of all your fubje&s : and we atturc your Majefty, that when 
this great work can be accomplished, and fettled on the true 
principles of the conftitution, your Majefty may depend on 
the mod zealous concurrence and fupport of your faithful 
Commons. 

Hi s AHyeJty's Jn/wer* 
Gentlemen, 

I return you my hearty thanks for this dutiful addrefs. 

The affe&ionate part you take in the happy recovery of 
the Queen, and the incrcafc of my family, is highly ac- 
ceptable to me* 

The fleady and zealous fupport of my faithful Common*, 
will, I truft in God, enable me to put an end to this unhappy 
rebellion* Whatever ftrength you fbaU place in my hands, 
fiiall be employed only for the good of my people, 1 and the 
welfare of my kingdoms ; and be allured, that I wife, for 
fuccefs in this great national caufe for no other purpofe but 
that it may enable me to reftore peace and fcappiaefs to all 
my fubjects* 

November 24. 
No debate 

November 25. 

No debate. 

NtvtMJfr 
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Nwemier a6» 

Tlie Attirntj General [Mr* ThuriowJ obferved, that an jf tt9rMy 
ad pafied in the ctnirfe 0/ the laft fcflion, in titled, " An ow*£ 
ad for impowering his Majefty to fccure and detain perfons 
guilty ot lufpe&ed of committing the crime of high treafon 
in America, or on the feas, or of the crime of piracy,'* 
would expire on the firft of January, 1778 c that the fame 
eaufe which made the law at firft neceflary ftill continued ; 
namely* the rebellion in America; ancj that he therefore 
meant now to move for leave to bring 10 a bill for the fur- 
ther continuance of the faid lfcw for a limited time. 

Mr. Baker faid, that the law ftowpropofed to be further con- M r , ^nktr. 
tinned muft have had fome objeds in view When it was paffed. 
It was with great tclu&ance he would at any time cohfent to 
tie fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus ac\, that great fecurity 
of public freedom and^ perfonal liberty* There were cir- 
cumftances, however, in feafons of great national danger and 
public exigency, which nevertbelefs had called for the par- 
ticular interference of the legislature, and might again juf- 
tify fuch fufpenfion* He never thought the prefent pro- 
poTed bill intitled to any fuch public, or parliamentary fane* 
tion ; yet, if it Were, experience muft be the beft proof 
Whether thofe appearances were well founded. On this 
ground, therefore, he fhould be glad to know from the. ho- 
nourable and learned mover, in What inftances the powers, 
which had now for full nine months been delegated, were 
exercifed, and what were the evils they prevented or reme- 
died ? If none could be ftated, in bis opinion, it would be 
equally wanton and unneceflary to continue them, and be a 
dangerous precedent in titae.tO cotne* 

Mr. B*rk* coincided with his honourable friend in his ge-M,. g tit m; 
neral rationing, and further observed, that the bill was of 
the mod extraordinary texture ; nor were its operations, 
if they could be called by that appellation,, lefs fo. Here is 
a bill, which is to Operate in every part of the Britifli em- 
pire, againft pirates, or perfons fufpefted of treafon* Your 
generals on the other fide of the Atlantic have eftaUifhed a 
public cartel, fuch as is agreed to, with an alien enemy, for 
the exchange of prifoners. It is no general light furjnife or 
loofe afleruon ; We find your commanders actually preffing 
Mr. Washington to a faithful performance of this cartel ; 
we are informed of a correfpondence between a Mr, Hut- 
chinibn, Lord Cornwallis, Mr. Waihington, &c. in which, 
the true fpitkof the cartel is controverted ; but not its exi- 

F 2 ftence, 
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ftence, nor a profeffed unwillingnefs on either fide, to com- 
ply with it. What do we behold on the other ? (I do not 
. wilh to ftate fafts from general roports, if I am wrong, I 
truft the learned gentleman will fet me right.) Why a di- 
reft contrary conduft in Europe ; Lord Stormont, Ms Ma- 
jefty's minifter at the French court, giving a very lofty an- 
swer to the American delegates rending there. He tells 
them, when they propofe a fimilar cartel to that fettled in 
America, in Europe, and an exchange of prifoners in confe- 
rence of it, " I never treat with rebels, unlefs to receive 
,fubmiffion. w I do not find fault with this anfwer ; it 
was becoming the reprefentative of a great nation ; but I 
mention it only to fhew the inconfiftency of adminiftration ; 
or at leaft their divided opinions and conduft upon the fame 
fubjeft. Is rebellion in Europe different in its nature from 
what it is in America ? Are our fubjefts in America taken 
with arms in their hands, the laft ftage of refiftance to the 
civil power, to be treated as fair, open, alien enemies ? and 
is the mere fufpicion of the fame crime in Europe to be 
treated with all the rigour due to afts of the moft deliberate 
and inveterate treafon ? I fufpeft this bill is only to fave ap- 
pearances. Has any man been brought to judgment ? Has 
any man been convifted or difcharged } I have heard of 
none. The conduft bf adminiftration is, in my opinion, 
prepofterous and abfurd. The bill is unneceflary. It creates 
a power to confine people, who in the end, muft come in un- 
der the faith of a cartel. Either, therefore, let the bill ex- 
pire, or preferve fomething like an uniformity of conduft, 
by diflblviog the cartel. 
Attwny The Jttorney General [Mr. Thurlow] replied, that when 
G$*«4l. t h e bill was pafied, a neceffity cxifted. The fame motives 
ftill continued. It was to hold perfons in certain iituations, 
or prevent mifchies arifing from afts, which in moft cafes 
muft from their nature be otherwife accompanied with im- 
punity. This, however, was not the time to dispute the 
propriety of the propofed law : the motion was only for 
leave ; when it came in the form of a bill, that would be 
the proper time for th ehonourable gentlemen to make their 
objections, 
Mr. M*kr. Mr. Baker faid, that the crown had afked for powers, and 
obtained them ; but he had not learned, that they were ex- 
ercifed in any one inftance ; but in confining perfons, and 
obliging them to fuffer a lpecies of imprifonment, no iefs 
rigorous, cruel, and unprecedented, than difgraceful to the 
character and humanity of the Endifh nation. The inife- 
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lies thofe people, nbw fhut up in the feveral gaols of the 
kingdom, fuffered, he had heard, were intolerable. He 
emphatically defired to know the reafon, why they had not 
been brought to their trials, bailed, or discharged ? and ob- 
ferved, there was a paffage in the fpeech, of the laft fcffion, 
which promifed, that the laws fhould be faithfully carried 
into execution ; [Clerk ordered to read it.] but that, in the 
anfwer to the fpeech from that Houfe, no notice was taken of 
that paffage. 

Motion agreed to. 

Mr. Butter. I move, that 60,000 men be employed for Mr. J«0r. 
the fea fervice, for the year 1778, including 11,829 marines. 
The number of (hips of war to be employed is 263. [Stops. 
. Defired to enter into particulars.] In the Mediteranean two 
4th rates, two 6th rates, two Hoops, and i200feamen. 

The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlow] obje&cd. He faid, Attmu* . 
it would be very improper to let our enemies know our par-^**!^ 
ticular weakness or ftrength ; that if a rupture fhould hap- 
pen, it would difclofe our whole plan of military enterprize ; 
and would inftruft our enemies, if they entertained any 
hoftile intentions, which he was willing to believe they did 
not, to affail us in the weakeft part. So many veffels, of 4b 
many guns and fo many men, ftationed here ; and lb many 
more there ; what was that, but plainly pointing out the ve- 
ry fecrets which are of moft importance, and conftitute the 
very -foul of military enterprize ? He was certain, the ho- 
nourable member in office had miftaken the honourable gen- 
tleman who called for the explanations. It muft bc.diftnbu- 
tion, not detail, the latter defired. 

Colonel Barri complained that the Houfe fhould be called CoL JW. 
upon, to vote afupply fo uncommonly great, without offi- 
cial information, refpefting the prefent ftate and ftrength of 
the navy. He thought Parliament had a right to know, at 
well what they were voting for, as that they were voting. 
He obferved, that the gentleman who moved the committee 
was proceeding to fatisfy the Houfe; but was flopped by 
fome invifible power or fudden fuggeftion, juft as he had in- 
formed the committee that we haa 263 fhips and veffels of ' 
war. The learned gentleman was, he acknowledged, partly 
right, if he dreaded any information coming out whicu 
might be injurious to the nation ; not but he was juftified in 
having the queftion aiifwered in the very terms the honoura- 
. We gentleman in office feemed ready and willing to do. On 
tip other hand, if the* learned gentleman meant to give a 
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plfcfcitncc to the mode firft adopted, that of telling the 
Hotife that we had 263 flxips of war in commifiion, inftcad of 
eyen telling us the distribution of them, and wifhed the 
Houfe to be put off with this grOft account, he Ihould 
certainly take the fenfe of the committee on it* He was 
atthorifed to fay, fuch a procedure was contrary to the 
kndwn rules and ufages of Parliament ; and traded, howe- 
ver compliant the Houfe was upon, every matter relative to 
the American' war, it would never endure fuch . a refufal, 
without properly animadverting upon it. . Hfe obferved, that 
the very fame gentleman, who was now interrupted ip his de- 
tail, had uniformly heretofore given it, whenever defined 5 
and he remembered that King William, with a magnanimity 
that does his menftory honour, in one of his fpeeches to that 
Houfe, fpeaking of a naval expedition, to the court of France, 
which mifcarried, fo far from concealing his intentions, pro- 
mifed that he Would make a fimilar attempt the very aext 
year, 
£■*"■* The Attorney General faid there might be policy in that | 

GtiUrgJ ' tW he did not wifh to hold back any information, confident 
With the fafety of the motion. He acknowledged his own ig- 
norance of fuch affairs,, and he Only took it up as a matter of 
Sate ; nor had he any objection whatever to the honourable 
gentleman in office proceeding as he thought proper ; but by 
what had fallen from the 'gentleman who preffefl die detail, he 
understood tha^t the diftr}bution only was what he fought. 
Mr. Burke. . Mr. Burke remarked, With great ieverity, upon the attempt! 
n*W made to hold back every thing which had the leaft ap- 
pearance of information. 
t*rt ftfef- Lord Mktgrutoe fupported the objection of his learned friend, 
grmn. n t treated the conduct of King William as a conduft not at 
all applying to the prefent fubjeft matter of debate. He foid 
the magnanimity and candour attributed to that monarch by 
the firft gentleman who fpoke* was the effeft of policy, not of 
magnanimity ; it was done, moft probably, to miflead his 
enemies, not to put them on their guard, and into a ftate of 
preparation. He faid, to be fure it was a matter Of no confe* 
^uence. The French are Well acquainted with our force, and 
it* particular dtftributioft v he was glad they knew it ; he be* 
Jieved it was the beft Security for a continuance of their pacific 
fUfpofitions. 
Mr. r. Mr, T. Luttrell fpoke ftrongly againft the attempt, which hfc 

lmw€iL foA was made to infult the Houte. The French know the 
ftate of our navy, but Parliament muft not* He obferved, 
I that 
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that there were other better reafons than thofc affigned by the 
learned gentleman who firft ftarted the obje&ion. They 
would be found not to be reafons of ftatc, unlefs a conceal- 
ment o£ what Parliament ought to know could be maintained 
to be fo. 

hard Mulgrave rofc, and was'deviating from the fubje&, and Lord Mui- 
alludiogto fomething which had fallen from the laft honoiua- S ravt * 
ble gentleman ; but was called to order by Mr. T. Toifrn- 
fhend, who obferved, that the matter adverted to by the noble 
Lord was totally foreign to the fubjeft of debate. 

The Jttarney General infifted, that it grew out of the matter, Mr. rbur- 
and therefore' was not disorderly ; that the queftion before the ltw * 
committee was, whether fuch information was prudent and 
necefiary ? The honourable gentleman ftated his reafons why 
he thought it was, and the noble Lord who was interrupted, 
was proceeding to combat thofe reafons. 

Lord Afulgrave vote again, and infilled that he was within Lord tuu 
order ; that there was no queftion of order before the Houfe, f**"* 
and however high an opinion he might entertain of the right 
honourable member's parliamentary knowledge, he looked up- 
on himfelf perfectly justified in what he faid. 

Mr. 71 % own/bend rejoined, that the queftion (imply arofe, Mr. T. 
whether it was ufual and parliamentary to enter fuch details ; T—>»/>a4. 
till that, . therefore, was difpofed of, in that finale point of 
view, no other could poffibly be entertained. If it was de- 
termined for- the detail, then it would be time enough to ar- 
gue it upon the point of expediency, it might, or it might 
not, be proper to depart from former ufage. 

Mr. Mullet faid, he did not recolloct it had been always Mr. JbOr* 
ufual, but lie had no objection to proceed. 

Colonel Barri obferved, he was in the judgment of the Houfe, Col. Bsrrf* 
whether he tad fought any improper information. It was 
every day's practice. The noble Lord in a high military office 
[Lord Barrington] would on that day fe'eonight, as ufual, not 
only giva the grot's of the army, but their diftribution. So 
many in Great Britain, fo many in America, fo many in the 
Weft-Indies* Minorca, Gibraltar, and the coaft of Africa. 
Nay more, if called upon, he would inform the Houfe of 
the non-effe&ive, the numbers in the hofpitals, &c« This 
according to the learned gentleman's language, would not be 
barely diftribution, but would even difclofe and reveal the 
whole fecret and fpirit of military cnterprize. He added 
there was fomething in this conduft, which had a very dark 
alarming appearance. It was narrow and full of deceit and 
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chicane ; it might ftand the tcft ; but it looked in its prefent 
afpe&, as intended to hide great wicked ncfs or great weaknefs. 
St? Bmgb Sir Hugh Pallifer contended, that the detail fought by the 
JVJif«r. honourable gentleman was unufual ; and denied that it had 
been given within his memory. As to the diftribution of the 
force, he was perfectly fatisfied to have it ftated. But as to 
the aftual ftate of the (hips, &c, it was never defired, nor 
could it be complied with at prefent, becaufe no returns had 
been received fince September laft. 
fUn.Ttmfle Hon. Temple LuttreU began by obferving that his Majefty, 
LaHnU ' in the ipeech from the throne, the firftday of the feffion, had 
in/ormed Parliament, ic that he had thought it advifeabie to 
make a confiderablc augmentation to the naval force ;" and 
the Commons, in their addrefs thereupon, " acknowledge, 
with e^ual gratitude, his Majefty's attention to the fecurity 
of his kingdoms, and the proteftion of the extenfive commerce 
of his fubje&s, in his having made a confiderable augmenta- 
tion to his naval force, on which the reputation and impor- 
tance of this realm muft ever principally depend." He did * 
not find this augmentation of the naval force particularly no- 
ticed in the addrefs of the other Houfe of Parliament ; he 
hoped and expe&ed fome one man belonging to the group of 
ministers facing him, who had a hand in the fpeech, or the 
noble Lord who moved the addrefs to the King, or any in- 
telligent' member of the large majority who voted for fuch ad- 
drefs, would rife up and fhew to the Houfe what confiderable 
augmentation had a&ually been made in the royal fleet ; car- 
rying, at the fame time, in his recolle&ion, that 45,000 men, 
including marines, had been voted above a twelvemonth ago, 
and paid for by the nation, at the rate of 4I. per month 
each man, ever fince the firft of January 1777. He pre- 
fumed, that to convey the empty hulls of fhips, without any 
effentiai article of military equipment, a few miles down a 
river, or into a dock, or along-fide any of the royal yards, r 
could with as little propriety be deemed a confiderable aug- 
mentation of force, as the removal of ten or twelve thonfand 
Hand of arms from the Tower to Whitehall, if his Majefty 
had no profpeft of being able to raife the men who were to 
ufe them. In former times, and till within thefe fi*ty or 
feventy years laft paft, it was the uniform bufinefs of Par- 
liament to fpecify the rates of the fhips of war to be em- 
ployed, and the number of veffeis of each diftinft rate. Now 
indeed, that pvt of the naval arrangement was entrufted 
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wholly to the executive power of the .ftatc : yet, to com- 
roiffion men of war for a coftly, ufelefs parade, when they 
could not poffibly be fent to fea^ was highly reprehenfiblc in 
the minifters fpr our marine department. By Mr. Luttrell's 
calculation, the feamen and marines employed at this time 
in the naval fervice, fcarcely exceed the 45,000 provided 
by Parliament for the fervice of the current year ; and 
he was fure it would be demonftratcd, by the returns 
lately moved for, that at Midfummer-day laft they were 
fewer by many thoufanJs than the number for which the na- 
tion had been charged. The fleet in America might poffibly 
mufter about 14000 men, and he would allow between five and 
6000 more for the Eaft and Weft Indies, Mediterranean fta- 
tion difcoveries in the South feas, &c. Are there confiderable 
more than a6,000 men now employed at home fpr the defence 
of this country ? If not, explain to Parliament what is meant 
by the naval augmentation fo much applauded by the Houfe 
of Commons. 

He then faid he had, upon a thorough and candid invefti- 
gation of the fubjeft, found that our prefent minifters for the 
important department of die navy, who commenced their 
much boafted adminiftration in error, prejudices and fhameful 
proftitutions, continued it to this very hour on principles of 
obftinacy, extravagance and deceit. He would not trouble 
the Houfe with a tedious detail of trifling complaints, but 
endeavour to make fome material obfervations upon the con* 
ftru&ing, arming, manning and stationing the fhips and vef- 
feis of the royal navy now in commiflion. The firft article, 
which took in the materials for Ihip-building, he Ihould fay 
very little to at prefent; it would require a day of confide- 
ratdon entirely to itfeif ; and unlefs ibme better method for 
feafoning and prefcrving fhip-timber was fpeedily found out, 
notwithstanding the illiberal reflexions that had been repeat- 
edly caft on the noble Earl's predeccflbr in office for not ha- 
ving been more fuccefsful in his attention to this objeft, he 
would venture to predift that the men of war built within 
th*fe laft feven years would fcarce be longer-lived than thofe 
built by Lord Hawke, although the very advanced expence 
which had been allowed to the prefent board for timber went 
far beyond all former precedents. 

The Staten oak, for which the admiralty ftems to have a 
very ftrong partiality, and which, by very intelligent perfons 
has been oftep proved not to anfwer the purpofes to which 
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they have applied it, is yet in ufc : {hips of the larger claft 
have been repaired with that oak, and it has failed. I am 
credibly informed that the Mars, of 74 guns, found this tim- 
ber fo fpungy and unferviceable that, while riding at anchor 
in the Downs, fhe was under the neceffity of quoin ing (or 
wedging) her guns, to prevent the bolts from drawing out; 
, and where the Staten wood has been introduced to plank the 
decks of fhips of war, the rain has, in bad weather, pene- 
trated through its pores and crevices, and fometimes ouly on 
wafhing the decks, the water has dript in, even to the ham* 
mocks in which the feamen fleep. 

With refpeft to arming your fleet, when the Houfe fhall 
examine into the government contracts for armed veflels, this 
fubjeft may, with propriety, be more dwelt upon. I (hall 
juft now exprefs my fatisfaction, however, that the contract 
for Scotch cannon is at an end ; and thofe cannon are at 
length ordered to be converted into fhot. Perhaps, in the 
country where they are made, people know a fecret for firing 
them without burfiung : with us, they have only ferved to kill 
. our own failors, whofe ill fate it has been to be quartered at 
them. The manning of the royal navy is the grand point 
now immediately under your confederation. After every ex- 
ertion for two years, by bounties and lure of American cap- 
ture^, to find feamen enough for the eftablifhments voted by 
Parliament, kn imprefs was held neceffary. Whether a fai- 
lure of its fuccefs has or has not been owing (as was lately 
hinted at in another place) to a mod tender and lenient appli- 
cation of fuch extra-conftitutional and favage powers I will 
deliver my opinion thereupon before 1 fit down. 

When a very illuftrious fea -commander prefided at the ad- 
miralty, in 1770, between the month of September In that 
year, and beginning of February following, there were com- 
pletely equipped and manned for war 35 fhips of the line. 
In 1755, when Lord Anfon prefided at the board, our im- 
prefs was rather more expeditious in its effects, or America 
had been long ago an appendage to France, without the in- 
duftry of the noble Earl and that of his coadjutors in carry- 
ing on this ruinous war, to render it fo by their opprefiion, 
their provoking national afperfions, and abominable do&rine, 
unconditional Tubmiffion. 

Your bounties procure few good feamen ; your prefs-war- 

rants, though enormoufly expenfive, fewer ftill ; while great 

numbers are daily deferring froin your fhips and hofpitals, 
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to commit robberies and murders in the interior counties J 
and this muft ever be the cafe, where men are kidnapped in- 
to a way of life they are perhaps totally unfit for, or with 
which they become difgufted. Neither humanity in the 
commanders of your men of war, nor a witholding of any 
arrear of pay, can tie them down to a continuance aboard be- 
yond the firft fair opportunity of efcaping. I am allured 
that fifty have lately deferted from the Monarch while in 
dock, 40 from the He&or, and 25 from the XVorcefter ; fix 
of thefe are confined at Winchefter for felonies, and there 
are two committed to Exeter gaol on a charge of murder. 

We have been confidently affured by the moft exalted na- 
val charaftcr in another public aflembly [Lord Sandwich] 
that there are thirty-five fhips of the line, with their full 
war complements, ready to put to fea. Notwithstanding the 
ftamp of fuch high credit and dignity, I will defy the gentle- 
men of the admiralty who hear me, to produce a lift of twen- 
ty (hips of the line out of the thirty-five, fit to put to fea, 
with their war eftablifhment aboard ; I mean according to 
the laft weekly accounts fent in. You have forty-two of 
the line, we are told, in corrimiflion ; that feven of thefe 
being lately taken in hand, have but very few feamen; that 
the aforefaid thirty-five have 18,173. Now, Sir, your fix . 
men of war out of the thirty-five carrying ninety guns, two 
men of war of eighty, and twenty of feventy-four guns each, 
difpofe intirely of the aforefaid number, allowing but their 
very loweft war-complement. 

That the Ardent, Bedford and other (hips are well-manned, 
I readily admit : but what is the ftrength, or rather weaknefs, 
of the Refolution, Terrible, and half a fcore of the reft r Let 
us confider the ftate of the Worcefter, a (hip which has been 
many years in commiffion, and I fuppofe was as well equipped 
for fervice as the others, or lhe would fcarcely have been 
chofen to go abroad laft fummer with the governor of Gi- 
braltar. Being a fixty-four gun (hip, (he ought to have had 
five hundred men, yet (he failed with but three hundred and 
eighty-feven, and (he could never have been manoeuvred, had 
lhe not quartered and guarded her American prifoners ; only 
eight men properly qualified to do duty on the forecaftle could 
be found, out of her whole crew, for each watch ; and when 
(he returned home with General Boyd, one hundred and 
feven were fent to the hofpital. I am well affured, that of 
the remainder about one hundred were fitter for Greenwich 
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tofpital than for duty. This Worcefter man of War cm" 
ployed the Sweepftakes tender, at a charge of between fix 
and feven hundred pounds per arm. to imprefs hands, and 
after two cruizes in the channel got one man only. 
v We are however comforted with an afTurance from govern- 

ment, that the Britifh fleet is far more powerful in its prefent 
condition than the combined naval force of the Houfe of 
Bourbon. I think the. falvation of this empire depends upon 
oilr foon finding the means to render it fo ; but I am confident 
it cannot be done by the prefent Commiffioners of the Admi- 
ralty with their prefs-warrants, and never-ending fervitude. 
Is it to be fuppofed that the minifters of Paris, or the Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries at the French court, are ignorant of 
the real ftate of your navy ? Or that thefe official impofitions 
fabricated near Whitehall, have any better operation than the 
deluding and lulling into a fatal fecurity the infatuated part of 
our own fellow-fubjedts r Believe me, Sir, it can never be. 
, The Spaniards at the port of Carthagena are able to fend out, 
within three weeks, twelve or thirteen fail of the line of battle, 
at Cadiz fourteen or fifteen fail, and at leaft eight 01 nine at 
Ferrol. The French at Toulon might furnifli fourteen or 
fifteen, and at Breft and Rochfort feventeen or eighteen ihips 
of the line. Their regifters will inftantly afford to that 
amount of feafoned and able mariners. Now, Ihould the 
courts of Madrid and Vcrfailles chufe to detach combined 
fquadrons to the Eaft and Weft-Indies from their Mediter- 
ranean departments, and keep their men of war in the ports of 
the Bay of Bifcay, ready prepared for home and channel fer- 
vice, and juft in the neighbourhood of thefe iflands, dare you 
with that formidable land-army, which the French have on 
the coafts of Normandy, Piccardy, and French Flanders, 
while Great Britain and Ireland are utterly defencelefs as to 
land-troops— Dare you, I fay, attempt to fend out a naval 
armament fufficient to proteft your iflands and fettlements 
abroad— to fecure your trade — to fave Lord Howe's fleet of 
frigates and fmall craft-— to cover Gibraltar and Mahon— - 
and at the fame time to cruize againft the commerce of the 
enemy? You know it is impoffible. Great-Britain, united 
with America, is, I admit, more than a match at fea for the 
the French and Spaniards joined together; but, witlTyour 
American colonies allied to thofe powers, we muft, with all 
the heroifm of our officers and feamen, inevitably be crufhed 
in the conflict. 
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Suppofc you have, at this moment, for 1 the proteft ion of thefe 
realms 26,000 men aftually employed, deduft the corrimiflion 
and warrant officers, marines, fervants, carpenters and gunners 
crews, widows-m£n, &c. how many will remain ? Perhaps about 
4500 able and 4500 ordinary feamen. That part of your crew* • 
properly called landfmen may be 6000 in addition, and the 
major part under the laft denomination are but poor wretches 1 
indeed ! A word to the lenity of the imprefs : Was it not ex- 
erted with fuch rigour on the river Thames, and its neighbour- 
hood, that your outward bound autumnal fleets have been ia 
general cruelly diftreffed for want of hands ? In feme of the 
drftant and inland parts even landfmen have not been fpared ; 
eight were prefied out of an harveft field in the weft of Eng- 
land, not one of which had ever ufed the fea. Will any prero- 
gative lawyer in the Houfe get up and maintain the legality of 
fuch an aft as this? Is there a fcalping, tomahawking advo- 
cate of the prefent bloody-minded men in office facing me, that 
will declare fuch executions of the imprefs-warrants to be' 
juftified on any principle of our law and conftitution, or even 
by that old fupplcmcntal plea of a pretended ftate-neceffity ? 
We have feen third-rate men of war cruizing in the chops of 
the Channel and Irifh feas, while convoys of 100 fail and up- 
wards have been protected only by fmall floops and armed 
merchantmen. 

After what I have delivered upon thefe matters at large to 
the Committee, I would not be fuppofed to give my nega- 
tive to an augmentation of the naval force; we muft have a 
much ftrongcr fleet, or the nation will tremble for its jeopardy, 
and I verily believe its exiftence. But, Sir, there will, in the 
courfe of the winter and fpring months, be a very large defi- 
ciency to fupply, occafioned by deaths, deiertions, and natural 
infirmities. Begin by completing your numbers, if practi- 
cable, (which I much doubt before May or June next at 
fooneft) to 55,600; let the nation pay for no more till thefe 
are bona fide in your employ; it will be then time enough, if 
the councils of irate, from the complexion of foreign politics, 
lhall find it requifitc to add fix thoufand more and complete 
the efiablifhment to 60,000. But, Sir, I fhould think it 
fcandaloufly and atrociouily improvident in us now to vote fup- 
plies for paying 60,000 men at 4I. per month each man; the 
laid allowance to government fully to commence from the firft 
of January, 1778, which is only five weeks hence. I can 
giicfs how well the miniftry will.diipofe of the furpius money, 
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by looking into the ordinary and extraordinary charges for late 
years; befides, you muft foon recall moft of the frigates in 
America as unferviceabie, and commiffion fcores of other fri- 
gates, the building of which is not very far advanced. I am at 
prefent for afupply equal to 50,000 men only, at the utmoft. 
Colonel Colonel Barri laid, it was very extraordinary that fo much 

****** , reluftance fhould be fhewn about what already was contained 
in the papers now on the table. And does the honourable 
gentleman in office tell us that there have been no returns 
fince September laft? Surely before we proceed a ftep farther, 
we fhould be informed of the real caufe of this inexcufable 
negle£t. I always underftood that the returns were received 

weekly. 

Sfr ffmgb Sir Hugh Pallifer replied, that the returns he meant, were 

PMftr. ^ f c f rom America, and the feveral diftant ports. 

Mr. BiUtr. Mr. Buller then proceeded, obferving, that he underftood 
that the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe feemed 
contented with the diftribution only, and the grofs numbers 
of men. He faid, there were one fourth rate, two fifth rates, 
four lixth rates, fix floops, and two fchooners, at Jamaica ; 
and one fourth rate, and four floops, on their way thither, 
ia all twenty-three veflels, manned by 3100 feamen and 
marines. [Again interrupted.] That at the Leeward-illands, 
there were eight veflels, and 1200 men ; that on discoveries, 
there were two veflels, and 480 men ; that in America under 
Lord Howe, there were 93 fhips, fix of the line of battle, 
and 87 frigates, &c. and 17,685 men: at Newfoundland ten 
veflels and 1345 feamen, and that there were at home, 42 
fhips of the line, 35 of which were completely manned, and 
3*>397 feamen ; and that our whole naval force confifted of 
54 Chips of the line, all manned but feven, and 205 frigates, 
&c. and 53,872 men, marines included. 

Mr. Bayly. Mr. Bayley faid, that leaving confiderable connections with 
the ifland of Jamaica, he was furprized to hear the honoura- 
ble gentleman from the admiralty afiert, that there were 18 
men of war on that ftation, and five others on their paffage 
thither, containing 5100 feamen ; when by the Iateft advices 
from thence, he was informed that the inhabitants had applied 
to the admiral for a convoy, who replied he could not then 
grant one, on account of the weak fituation of his fquadron ; 
nor could he fix any time for doing it, until he was reinforced 
with more fhips from England, fo that it was impoffible there 
could be any thing like eighteen men of war on that ftation 1 
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and as to the rive which were faid to be on their paflage to 
Jamaica, not one of them had yet left Portfmouth. He 
faid, the faft, to his own knowledge, was, that there were 
only five or fix vefleis of war on the Jamaica ftation, and 
which were all floops of very fmall force, except the Ante- 
lope and one frigate ; fo that to judge of the ftate of the 
navy from the honourable gentleman's exaggerated account 
of the Jamaica 'ftation, muft give the Houle a melancholy 
idea of it. Mr. Bayley called on the gentleman to men- 
tion the names of thofe twenty-three men of war [which he 
declined'] and faid, that he would, on any day, prove there 
were not half the number ; and fo fure he was of it, from 
the many accounts he had received, that he was ready, and 
then offered, to lay Mr. Buller twenty-three guineas, or 
twenty-three hundred guineas, that he could not prove half 
the number of vefleis of war to be on that ftation ; or that 
thofe that were there contained half the 3100 men ; and his 
reafon^ he faid, for propofing fuch a wager was, that he 
thought the lofs would be a juft punifhment upon him who 
was guilty of the wrong aflertion. [Mr. Bullcr in reply, 
faid, he would not accept his wager.] Mr. Bayley then 
faid, that the few men of war that were at Jamaica, afforded 
the ifland very little prote&ion, they being chiefly employed 
in cruizing off HHpaniola for prizes, and left the ifland to 
the ravage of American privateers, who were conftantly in- 
fulting the coaft, particularly the north fide, and had cut 
vefleis out of many of its ports, which had induced the in- 
habitants to fit out armed vefleis in their own defence. 

Mr. Buller entered more fully into detail, relative to the Mr. Bmtt+ 
home defence. As to the deficiencies, fo much relied upon 
by the laft honourable gentleman, he prefumed there were 
none ; but if there were, the prefent mode of informing the ' 
Houfe differed in nothing from what was ufual. There 
were regular returns of the men, muftcred and bore, which 
always fhewed the real difference between thofe in pay and 
fuch as were wanting, which returns were figned by the cap- 
tain. Thefe returns ftill came further authenticated, by the . 
matter of the checque at each yard, whofe bufinefs it was 
to fee that juftice was done to the fervice. He entered into 
a-confideration of fcveral other particulars, in reply to, Mr. 
Luttrell, to fhew, that inftead of a deficiency, there were 
now on the books 9000 men more than the vote of the laft 
feflion provided for ; and io,COO at the beginning of the 
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r y:ear, the.numbers.borne on thefirft of January 1777 being 
^8,000, inftead of 28,000; and in September laft 54,000 
anftead of 45,000 : and that fo far from the nine months 
prefs being ineffectual, and not producing more than three 
or four thoufand, as had been affertsd by the honourable 
.gentleman, it aftually, as had been now Hated, produced 
upwards of 15,000 mem 
sir JT»j* Sir Hugh P alii far went over a great deal of the fame 
Fs&ftr. ground; and affirmed, as an officer and an official man, 
that we had thirty-five fhips of the line ; were an overmatch 
both for the prefent, and in point of preparation, for the 
.united power of tl^e houfe of Bourbon* He attacked Mr. 
JLuttrell on his account, of the Spanifh navy, charging him 
.with ignorance of the fubjett, and faid, if the honourable 
gentleman's afiertions were founded in truth, that we had 
no more than twenty men of war of the line actually ready 
to face an enemy, he need not have employed fo much time 
to prove, that France and Spain meant to attack us ; for 
the faft would be, that they would have already done it* 
Lord MuU Lord Mulgrave anfwered Mr. Luttrell, he faid, as a proof 
&**** of the injudicious conduft of the French and Spaniards, and 
how much ourjmode of preffing was fuperior to their regifters, 
he faid, that no merchantmen from any port of France or 
.Spain could be fitted out or procure hands, but by the % per- 
jniffion of government. The captains or mailers were 
■obliged to apply to the Bureau, an office or board fomewhat 
^nfvvering to the defcription of our Cuftom-houfe ; there, 
he faid, they received not fuch hands as they chofe, or knew 
were able feamen, but fuch as the Bureau pleafed ; jhe fea- 
men being all retained by the King, who generally took care 
to keep the mod fkilful and expert. He informed the Houfe 
of a particular fad, which came within his own knowledge, 
when out on his laft cruize. He met with a French trading 
veffel in imminent diftrefs ; he gave her all the affiftance in 
Jiis power, without which ihe muft have perifhed. After 
fhe had been fet to rights, the matter came aboard him, and 
lie afked him how it happened, when he had thirty-two men 
aboard, that he came through mere want of fkill and ability 
.to be driven to fuch ftraights ? " Becaufe (replied the 
Frenchman) I have had my hands from the Bureau, who 
.gave me fuch as they pleafed, the very refufe ; and kept all 
|he good feamen for the uft of the royal navy." Indeed the 
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truth ifj that every man* there, if the etfprediori may Be al- 
lowed, is preffed in his mothers womb ;• maritime diftrifts 
within a certain diftancc of the coaft, ard fubjeft to the re- 
gulations of the rcgifter ; and the inhabitants are of courfc 
enrolled, and liable tajbe called upon, when fit for fervice, 
togpaboafd the king's fhips. 

Wis Lordfhip befides contended, tliat the thirty-five of 
the line were much fuperior to the whtfle naval force the 
Houfe of Bomrbon were able to fend forth, at any (hort 
fiottee ; that though they had many able fea-bfficers, who in 
the beginning exerted themfdves, at length it always was, 
and always Would be th£ cafe; that they muft firik and giv* 
way to our fuperior ikill and naval power, They had^ fre- 
quently the advantage in the beginning, but, in the future 
progrefs of their naval operations, proved always unequal. 

He complained 6i the infidelity of the honourable gen* 
tlemsft who fpoke fb fully on the fubjeft ; and faid, it put 
him in mind of the Sceptic philofopher, who denied the 
exiftence of motion, at the moment he got up and walk- 
ed acrofs the ropm. He cenfured Mr. Euttrell's not men- 
tioning the officer of the prefs-gang. who took the* laridf* 
men. With regard to the rottennefs of the (hips, hd 
faid, the faft had now no cxiftence ;- indeed, when it was 
found neceffary to arm about fix or feven years ago, feveral 
fhips, which had been built at the clofe of the laft war on a 
violent emergency, were found decaying ; but this had long 
ago been rectified; and he averred, that the honourable mem* 
ber might go through Europe, and not fee thirty-five fhips 
of the line in all their ports by any means equal to thofe 
now mentioned. As to the French, he had no doubt indi- 
vidually they would do every thing men ought to do ; but 
France, as a maritinie country, was in every refpeft defpica* 
ble with refjfeft to this ; that, to be fure, its early efforts 
wefce feafonablc and fpirited, but afterwards it gradually fell 
off^ till its maritime force dwindled into nothing ; whereas 
this country grew prOgreflively flronger, and he trufted^ 
would ever Did defiance to any naval power that fhould op- 
poft it. 

His Lordfhip oppofed different parts of Mr. LuttrelTs 
fpeech one againft another. He faid, that the honourable' 
tnembef firft decried the feverity of naval commanders, as 
the caufe of frequent defertion ; and in the fame breath* 
complained of a great defertion, caufed by the indulgence 
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of a. commander, in giving his men liberty to go on fhore 5 
though ho name had been mentioned, his Lordihip faid, the 
perfon alluded to (for he hated charges without names) was 
Captain Rowley, pf the Monarch, a humane, good officer, 
who did not choofe to make his crew flaves ; and that the 
defertion complained of produced a good effeft : the health, 
vof the reft was prefcrved by-it, as the fervice was freed from 
a number of men not to be depended on. As to impreffing 
the harveft-men, they were perhaps feamen ; if they were 
not, there was a remedy for them at law. He hated to 
make a charge, and conceal the name of the offender. It 
. Was transferring the imputation from particulars to generals, 
by a new mode of logic— a fea officer had committed an of- 
• fence— a fea officer is any fea officer— any fea officer is every 

fea officer, ergo, the whole navy is guilty of the charge im- 
puted to an individual amongft them. This (ingle argument 
will ferve as an inftance of his mode of reafoning. 
Hob. r. The Hon. T. Luttrtll anfwercd the iaft noble Lord with 
Luttreli. gj-eat afperity ; fpoke much of infolcnce and indecency ; and 
laid, he could always find his way to and from, the Houfe 
direft ; and if any thing improper, or which required ex- 
planation, had fallen from him, or fliould hereafter efcapc 
him, he was always to be found, and ready to be refponfi-. 
ble for it. He faid, he was liable to error as well as other 
men ; but never afferted any thing which he did not believe 
to be true. He obferved, that the noble Lord was as fat 
and merry as he was zealous. He could eafily account for his 
zeal, from his connexions with the firft Lord of the admi- 
ralty ; but after every thing the noble Lord afferted to the 
contrary, he defied any official man prefent to rife and fay, 
that the whole of our feamen appointed to the manniog of 
the line of battle ihips, would ,/urnifh, for adtual fervice >v - 
twenty men of war of the line with the proper war comple- 
ment. He was fure they would not. There were, by the ac- 
counts from the two honourable members over the way [Sir 
Hugh Pallifer and Mr. Buller] twenty-two feventy-fours, 
and feven fecond rates, in the number, including tne Fou- 
droyant, which, though only carrying eighty-four guns, 
would require to be manned as a fecond rate : he infilled, 
£hcrefore, that 20,000 feamen were little more than fufficient 
to man the twenty 74 gun ihips, and fevei^ upon the cftablifhr 
ment of fecond rate men of war. He charged the noble Lord 
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with great difingenuity, in mifrcprcfenting what he faid, rela- 
tive to the defertion of the men from aboard the Monarchy . 
the Hector, and the Worceften As to the Monarch, th* 
right honourable member had endeavoured to ftretch a ref- 
lation of a mere matter of fact, to an imputed cenfure of the 
commander, Captain Rowley. He never meant any fuel? 
thing ;he was as ready to give that worthy officer credit for 
his humanity as the noble Lord ; but he mentioned it only 
to fhew the diflike to the fervice which prevailed, and the , 
great want of men in confequence of that diflike. ' 

The Hon. James Luttrell rofe, to defend his brother on a Hon. 7« 
point of feamanfhip, which Lord Mulgrave had brought no Luttre "- 
argument againft, but with a laugh treated as ridiculouily 
erroneous, and fitter for a landfman than a feaman to fcave 
expreffed. He ftated the fact as related by his brother, and 
then defied the . noble Lord, as a feaman and an officer, to 
fay it was erroneous ; that on the contrary, it was a proof 
that his honourable relation was circumftantially informed of 
the facts he had averted, and was willing to fatisfy officers in the 
Houfe as well as other reprefentatives, that he fpoke from indis- 
putable information, obferving, that cannon which were only 
fecure when quoined down, were unfit for action, as in all 
engagements they muft depend on the fecurity of the ring- 
bolts and foundnefs of the timber which held them, and if 
they proved defective it was no laughable matter : but he 
attributed the plcafantry which the Houfe had joined the no- 
ble Lord in, to ignorance of the fubterfuge his Lordfhip had 
availed himfeif of, when evading grounds of argument, he 
depended on the credit of the uniform he wore, as of fuffici- 
ent weight to contradict ever fuch home truths when brought 
by a landfman in charge againft the managerhent of the 
navy. 

He explained the bubble -bet between [Mr. Bulier] a Lord 
of the admiralty and another member, whether or not there 
were twenty-three (hips of war for the protection of the 
ifland of Jamaica and the trading veifels, obferving that 
there is great want of candour in the admiralty when 
they reprefent men of war of fixty guns and paltry fchooners 
of a few fwivels under the fame idea of magnitude, for the 
protection of that ifland and its trade againft the enemy : 
that no veflels with fetfer than three mafts were properly 
termed fliips, therefore no proof coultf poffibly be given of 
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twenty-three fhips of war appointed for the Jamaica ftation 
by any admiralty papers whatfoever. 
tort Mul- Lord Mulgravt faid, he was proud to be confidered by the 
{we honourable gentleman in the bght of a friend ; declaimed 
any intention of roifreprefenting the honourable gentleman* $ 
relation's words, or of taking any advantage of his igno- 
rance of /naval affairs ; and, befides, gave the fulleft and 
, moft willing tcfldmony to the profeffional merit apd abilities 

of the gentleman who laft fpoke. He did not think it quite 
candid, to impute any motives to any man which he did not 
acknowledge ; becaufe the right to recriminate, being un- 
doubted, fuch charges could determine nothing on one fide 
or the other. He denied that he took any unfair advantage 
of the honourable gentleman's relation [T, Luttrell] on 
account of his ignorance in technical expreffion ; and as 
for the explanation now given, in order to clear up the mat- 
ter concerning the fuppoled rottennefs of the Mars, and her 
inability to carry her guns ; however capable the honourablo 
gentleman might be, as a profeffional man, there was nothing 
offered by him on the fobjeft, that was not known to every 
perfon in the leaft converfent in naval affairs, 
tar. 4dm* Mr. Adam rofe to juftify the Scotch cannoa from the 
calumny that had been thrown upon it ; faid he was a pro-* 
prietor of the foundery, that tho 1 an accident had happened, 
and their pieces were refufed here, they now ferved moft 
ftatcs abroad with theiji, and gave fuch fatisfaftion as, ho 
hoped would enable them to regain their credit with the Bri- 
tifn qrdnance. 
Mr. r. Mr. 71 Town/bend ofejefted to the motion, in the fimplo 

Vrvnjbtml. prinGiple that it was in fupport of a war that he detefted and 
abhorred. He then launched into a review of the conduit 
of adminiftration refpe&ing the cenfure they threw during 
the laft fummer, on the officers commanding in America ; 
vindicated the conduft of Sir Guy Carletpn ; faid he had 
bees dishonourably fuperfeded ; that he knew the worth of 
^that great aod gallant officer ; that General Wolfe, previous 
to his embarking for Quebec, exprcfled his happinere to him 
' [Mr. Townfhend] in having fo able a pan as Mr. Carleton 
his quarter-mafter general \ adding, H If he fhpuld fall, I 
wifh not to ftirvive him. ? * 

He blamed the objeft of the war, as well as the mode of 
profecuting it, and declared, he would not vote a man to* 
wards the carrying on fo unj^dt and impolitic' a war by fo 
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weak an adminiftration. He faid much in praiie of the offi- 
cers commanding oar forces in America, and cenfured mi* . 
niftry for treating their conduct Slightingly for fome months 
paft, by caufing them to be cenfured by their writers in the 
public prints, or, at; leaft, conniving at fuch unmerited 
slander. He infifted, that in cafe France fhould break with 
us, we fhould have not only every branch of the hbufe of 
Bourbon to contend with, but likewife Portugal, and be at 
the feme time Gripped of every fingie ally. I aflc the noble 
Lord, if in cafe of a rupture with France, we fhall have a 
fingie port from Embden in the king of Prufiia's dominions, 
to Gibraltar, open to us? Is Holland friendly ? Is not Por- 
tugal in alliance with France and Spain ? In fine, in fuck 
an event, which I venture to affirm is more than probable, 
have we a fingie friend, but the powerful ftates of Anfpach, 
Waldack, and thofe feveral formidable allies who have fur- 
nifhed us with troops ; who have fold us blood in return for 
our money, 

Mu Burke arofe, and taking a retrofpe&ive view of the Mr. Mark* 
greatcft wars which Great-Britain had to fuftain during and 
fince the reign of Lewis the XIV. fhewed the Houfe, 
that they were then about to vote fuch a naval fupply when 
in a ftate of peace with every independent nation in the 
world, as was fcarce to be equalled at times when they were 
at war with almoft every power in Europe. When France, 
faid he, equipped the famous armament from La Hogue, we 
then had not a greater number of feamen in pay, marines, 
Greenwich-men, &c. included, than 33,000, which coft us 
1,900,000!. In the year 1704, the fourth year of Queen 
Anne's war, the fame number of men were voted, which 
coft but i,200,oooh In the year 1747, the fourth year of 
the war with the united powers of France and Spain, we had 
40,000, at an expence of (bmething more than 3,000,000!, 
and in the glorious year 1758, the naval eftablilhment did 
not exceed by a fingie man, 60,000 ; and the whole expence 
attending them, including a large debt of a million, naval ' 
ordnance, ftores, and 4I. a month per man, amounted on- 
ly to 5>aoo,oool. whereas the peace eftablifhment of the 
navy for the year 1778 will amount to upwards of 5,000,0001* 
'11m, faid he, is an expence very little, inferior to what W3 
fhould be obliged to incur were we at war with the whole 
houfe of Bourbon, and all the maritime ftates of Europe* 
He ohferved. that France, merely* by arming, caufed as 
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great a diverfion in favour of America, as if ftie had abfb- 
lutely declared war : for fhe obliged us to keep forty-two 
fail of the line in commiffion at home, exclufive of the vaft 
armament under Lord Howe. 

He afked what alliances we had formed to fupport us in 
cafe of a rupture with the Bourbons : he reprobated the con- 
traft with the princelings of Germany as mean and humiliat- 
ing, and exprefled his aftonifhment that the minifters bad 
condefcended to the indignity of courting the alliance of a 
iew traders in human flefh. There is, faid he, an alliance 
Which they ought to make, let the price of it be what it will; 
and that is, an alliance with America; the firft fruit of this 
alliance will be a faying of an hundred fail of men of war, and 
55000 foldiers, which you may immediately call home to your 
affiftance, if you have a war to foftain againft any European 
power. He expreffed his dread, that Portugal was loft to us 
as anally; that we had little to expeft from Holland; and 
that there was not now a port from Dunkirk to Gibraltar, 
which would admit a Britifh fhip, if 'purfued by an enemy* 
He mentioned the affront put upon General Sir Guy Carleton, 
and the illiberal abufe thrown out againft the Howes by the 
runners of adminiftration. If minifters did not (peak out di- 
reflly in terms of abufe of thofe able and injured officers, it 
was well known they heartily approved of it. It furnifhed^ 
during the whole fummer, the Handing topic of converfation 
at their tables. Thofe who had the honour to be admitted 
there repeated the language they heard as a part of their duty ; 
•and it was evident by the general tenor of the news-papers for 
fometime paft, which teemed with the moft fcandalous abufe 
of thofe brave men, who were now exerting every nerve in the 
faithful performance of their duty, that perfons were hired 
and encouraged to propagate the moft fcandalous falfhoods, 
both in writing and difcourfe, of both Lord Howe and his 
brother, in order to fhift the blame off their patrons' and em- 
plovers* fhoulders. 
U. Nmk. t>ord North, in reply, acquainted the Houfe, thathe knew of 
no reafon, nor had the leaft to fufpeft, that we fhould lofe thrf 
alliance of Portugal or Holland. As to the firft, we had now 
st man of war in the harbour of Lifbon ; and though the court 
of Lifbon had fettled their differences with that of Madrid, on 
the fubjeft of the rights of each crown in the Brazils, he knc\v 
af no further agreement or compaS between them. As to 
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Holland, the Dutch had but one objeA, which was commerce; 
this they would carry on as a neutral power, and fupply the 
parties at war with ammunition. 

They have done fo at all times ; remonftrances had been 
made again ft their fupply ing the Americans, and fome of their 
(hips had been feized ; but ftill he had no apprehenfion that . 
the court at the Hague would relax in their old friendlhip and. 
alliance with Great Britain. His Lordfhip then explained 
himfelf upon fubfidies ; he denied that he had ever declared 
againft all fubfidies; he had ever looked upon the fubfidies 
granted to foreign princes in time of peace, as a retaining fee . 
to keep their alliance in time of war as highly difadvanta- 
geous, becaufe thofe princes, after receiving the money, re- 
gulated their coaduft by the political fituation of aflairs; 
but the prefent fubfidies were highly advantageous, as they 
fupplied us with troops upon an emergency on cheaper terms 
than we could raife them any other way. 

His Lordfhip then exculpated himfelf from having ill ufed 
General Carleton : he beftowed the higheft encomiums on 
his abilities, and faid there were particular rcafons why he re- 
commended it to the King not to take the fupreme command 
from Sir William Howe, though General (Jarleton was the 
fenior officer ; he was fure the General would not complain 
of it when he came home, and he fhould affign his reafons to 
him, though he could not to the Houfe. 

A remark having been made of reflexions thrown out in 
the news -papers againft public characters, Lord North faid he 
knew nothing of them, only that they were no friends of his* ; 
for in the whole circle of the papers he was daily abufed, but 
he defpifed it. His Lordfhip exprefTed his contempt of news- 
paper abufe, in the moft energetic terms. He faid, Jie wifhed 
a flop could be put to fuch infamous publications. No man 
held them in greater abhorrence, particularly thofe alluded to, 
not that he could ever believe, that admmiftration, or any 
part, or individual of it, had a hand in them. A fet of per- 
ions were employed by the printers, who would write or fay 
any thing for hire; and unlefs it could be proved, that they 
were, hired by adminiftration, he thought it extremely un- 
parliamentary and unfair, to lay their calumnies at the door 
of thofe, who, he verily believed, were totally innocent of the 
charge. He obferved, it had been faid, that thofe calumnies 
were propagated by pcrfons, who dined and converted with 
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amiftm. He could antoer, fo far as Ad charge could be 
ftippofW to affe&hira, it was falfe ; and if he knew of any 
perfon, who frequented his table, and repeated what he heard, 
much more, what he did not hear there, he would take care 
helhonld never again befurnifhed with a like pretence. 

llf^ jv^ Mr. Charles Fox iniifted, tiiat the resources of the nation, 
however great, could never anfwer the vaft expenccs we muiJ 
always undergo, if we are obliged to follow the example of 
France, and nt out fleets whenever fhe thinks proper to arm. 
There was a time, he (aid, when a Bririfhrniniftry would in- 
fill, that the enemies of their country fhould firft difarm, be- 
fore they laid up their fhips ; that time, however, was no 
1 more ; and the faithful page of hiftory, he obferved, would 

hand down to poftctity, the pusillanimity of a minifter, who 
oon&nted tofet Spain the example of difarming; though the 
honour of the navy, and confequently of the nation, had' been 
violated, when the rudder of an Englifh man of war was for- 
cibly taken from her at Port Egmont. Hcfaid, the minifter, 
by not bringing the printers of the abufe againft the Howes 
to juftice, gave reafon to think that he approved of it. That 
the publisher of an advertifement relative to a charity, was 
purfued with the utmoft rigour, whilft the defarners of our 
generals and commanders were fuffered to go unpunifhed. 
The morion was agreed to without a divifion. 

BTr Grtj Sir Grey Cooper prefented the bill to impowcr his Majcfty to* 

Cup*. ftcure and detain perfons charged with or fufpefted of the; 
crime of high trcafon in America, or on the high feas, or* the" 
crirne of piracy, which was read a firft time, and ordered to be 
- read a ftcond time. 

Mr. Bshr. Mr. Baker faid, he intended to have made his oppofition To 
the introduction of this bill, but he was prevented by the 
burry in which it was brought into the Houfc: as that was no 
longer in his power, he would oppofc it in the prefent ft age, 
and accordingly moved, That an humble addrefs be prefented 
to his Majefty> praying him to order a correft return and full 
defcriptionof au the priibners, with an account of the prifons 
in which th»y are confined in America, as well as Great Bri- 
tain, together with copies of their ftveral comrhitrrients, and 
the bail, &c. offered for their enlargement, and all other pro- 
ceedingsof his Majefty's privy council, in confequence of the 

E>wcr-vcfted in them by the late bill, for the fuipenfion of the 
abeas Corpus aft,-to be laid before this Houfe. 
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Mr. Cornwall wifhed to know what were the confequences Mr. %«- 
the honourable gentleman wanted to draw from the defired*^- 
information. 

Mr. Eater replied,- that having reafon to imagine that there Mr. Bak<r* 
were few or none taken up by virtue of the fufpenfion of that 
aft, it was clear to him that the aft had been in the firft in- 
ftance ufelefs ; and that confequently, it was unneceffary to 
renew or continue it : his object therefore was to prove, from 
official information, that the aft had not had any effeft ; that 
no reaforr exifted which could demonftrate that there is any 
greater caufe now to renew it, than there had been at firft to 
enaftit; and that confequently it would be an unjuftiflable 
meafure tofulpend the operation of fo important an aft as the 
Habeas Corpus is to the fubjeft. 

Sir Grey Cooper replied, that fuch an enquiry was unnccef- Sir Grty 
fary, and indeed nugatory, for it was impoflible foradmini- c< ^ r " 
ftration to force the bill into operation, if the parties, who 
might think themfelves aggrieved in the firft inftance, de- 
clined to avail themfelves of that mode of redrefs which the 
bill held out. There was nothing new in the fufpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus law; it had been frequently fufpended fince the 
Revolution when the exigencies of public afrai rs required, firft in 
King William's time, and afterwards in the years 17 15 and 
1745; but if the honourable gentleman wifhed to know the 
names, numbers, and other particulars ftated in his motion re- 
lative to thofe unhappy perfons, he for his part had no objec- 
tion whatever. 

Mr. Baker anfwered, that the propofed objeft of his motion Mr. B*\ir: % . 
was fimply this ; that the enquiry of the Houfe (hould be co- - 
extenfive with the exercife of powers it had delegated to the 
crown. He drew this inference from what had been ftated 
by the laft honourable gentleman, that there were many na- 
tive Americans under confinement for treafonable practices, 
but not one of the natives of Great Britain, which was the 
ftrongeft argument of the inutility of the aft, and the beft rea- 
fon, why it fhould how be permitted to die a natural death, as 
being totally unneceffary. 

Mr. Welbore Ellis begged leave to fpeak a little in reply, to Mr. Mlhw 
fhewthat the matter ought to be viewed in a much more fa- Elii *< 
vpurable light than that in which it appeared to the gentleman 
who fpoke before him. He faid, that the motive from which 
he afted when he gave his affent laft feflion to the fufbending 
the aft, was notfo much to punifh as to prevent rebellion; 
few perfons indeed, he confeffed, ha4 beea taken into cuftody 
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in confcqucnce of it ; but then it muft be attributed, he (aid, 
to the terrors of imprifonment, and the other confequences 
that might enfue ; and that if few perfons had been confined, 
it was a proof that few crimes, againft which the aft was 
levelled, had been committed. Hence he inferred, that the 
fufpenfion had awed many diftffcfted fubjefts into obedience 
and fidelity, and fhut die door againft domeftic rebellion ; that 
as it had prevented the commiffion of number lefs rebellious 
a&s, fo he concluded it muft continue to operate in the fame 
manner, and prevent in future, equally as well as in the paft ; 
that therefore he could not but juftify the meafure of ftiii 
keeping the bill in being, that the fame happy effects may not 
ceafc to be felt. 

Mr. Burh. Mr. Burke was warmed at the idea of fufpending the Ha- 
beas Corpus, merely that rebellions might be prevented; the 
fame argument might hold good to eternity, and continue the 
fufpenfion of that important aft to the end of time. The 
fence of liberty might be cut down, and Britons deprived of 
their mod valuable privileges, if this mode of reafoning 
fhould be approved by the Houfe. The fame caufe that 
obliges the aft to be paffed this feffion, may produce a fimilar ef- 
feft the next one, and thus defeat the purpofe of the moft va- 
' luable law we have. He impfbred, he entreated the Houfe, 

if there was ftill one fpark of genuine patriotifm to be found in 
it, that they would now ftand forth the guardians of their 
country's rights, aflert their liberties, and crufh the infamous 
bill that was to be the inftrument of their flavery, in the firft 
inftance. 

Mr. iTt/hrt Mr. fVelbore Ellis flood up again, and cxprcfled himfelf fiir- 

Ei: ' u prifed that the honourable member fhould fly into fuch ex- 

tremes, and draw inferences which he did not think the pre- 
mifes could juftify; truth and virtue, he faid, were generally 
to'be found in the midway, between the two extremes ; and 
no political or metaphyfical propofition could be advanced, 
which, (if purfucd to the utmoft limits that refined reafoning 
couldftreLch it to) would not terminate in an abfurdity. He 
never meant that a continual fufpenfion fhould be grounded 
upon this temporary one ; nor could he fee the learc danger 
that fuch a meafure would ever originate from it, 

Mr. Burk<, Mr. Burkt again rofe up, and confefTed that truth was not 
to be found in the extremes ; that he did not want to drive 
him to the argument ad abfurdum in any metaphyfical que- 
ftioo j I ut in this political one he would wifh to purfue him to 
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the utmoft verge of reafoning, till he fliould give up a meafure 
pregnant with our ruiq. 

The land* tax, he obferved, was introduced as a temporary 
revenue, and by that means granted by the Houfe : the army 
was at furft voted for one year only : but now your army, faid 
he, is aftanding army; your land-tax is a (landing revenue 
to maintain this ftanding army ; and this fufpeniion may be* 
cornea {landing fufpenuon, and confequently, the eternal fuf- 
peniion and deftru&ion of the Habeas Corpus. 

Mr. Fox faid, When the firft motion was made to fufpend Mr./Wr. 
the Habeas Corpus, it was declared by the favourers of the 
bill to be a moft harmlefs, mild and innocent meafure ; now 
it is confefied to be armed with the greatcft terrors ; to be 
able to awe the fubjeft into fubmiffion, and terrify him into 
obedience: it was fcandalous, it was infamous, to endeavour 
to conceal the dreadful effefts that muft naturally flow from 
fuch an a&, and an indignity offered to the Houfe, to attempt 
to deceive by fuch thin difguifes. 

Mr. Baker's motion was agreed to 9 

Sir Charles Whitworth was then prdered to make his re- 
port of the committee of fupply, which he was abput to do, 
when 

Mr. Temple Luttrell arofe to oppofe it : he faid, when this Mr. < Fmfh 
important bufinefs was yefterday agitated in the Commit- l>*ttrtU+ 
tee, I thought it neeefiary to call upon the minifters for the 
prefent ftate and condition of the Britifh fleet previoufly to 
our voting fo very large and expensive an augmentation as is 
now aiked for. I aliened, and do ftill maintain, that this 
nation has been atrocioufly defrauded and deceived by impo- / 
fing fi£kitious accounts, advanced merely upon verbal faith, 
without the proper official teftimonials, which, whensoever fo . 
enormous an expenditure of the public grants comes in que- 
flion, it is our duty to have laid upon your table. I accufed 
the minifters of obtaining large fums of money by votes of 
Parliament for the naval departments, which money has, to 
the amount of many hundred thoufand pounds, not been ap- 
plied to the fpecific purpofes fpr which it was allowed and 
granted by the lcgiilature. Advancing in the Committee po-> 
fuive and clear fafts upon this head, I was replied to by difin- 
genuoufly mis-ftatingmy allegations, or by grimace and buf- 
foonery ; and contradictory affertions were urged from the 
feerning authority of a few Joofe official fcraps of paper 
fqueezed up between the fingers, I afk for, and I cxpeft the 
proper parliamentary vouchers for the due application of the 

\ % money 
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money of the people. The honourable member [Mr. Bulier] 
over the way has ftated the number of (hips and veffels of war 
aftually employed at home for the prote&ion of thefc iflands 
to amount to 105— -and afferts, that they have one with ano- 
ther 300 men each, and upwards-— in all 32,397. He has 
likewife ftated 23 fhips and veffels of war in Jamaica, carry - 
, ing one with another 140 men each. 

Sir, I venture, upon undoubted profeffional and other in- 
formation ( and which I would frankly difclofe to the Houfe, 
were not mi nifterial vengeance to be apprehended) that we 
have no fuch force, nor any thing like it ; by the honourable 
, member's own (late of the ffiips in the Britifh ports, and in the 
Channel, it cannot be. It has been admitted by the Admi*- 
ralty, that you have only 1^8,040 in the 3^ fhips of the line 
equipped for fea, and that the other feven Tin all 42 of the line) 
have but very few men. Now, fuppofirig 63 frigates and 
floops of war, as mentioned by the Lord of the Admiralty 
over the way, their full war complements would not exceed 
6000 men ; where then are the remainder of the 31397? Are 
they upon the impreis fervice ? To afcertain the truth of this 
difcuffion, and that thofe perfons of us who really impofe, or 
attempt to impofe thus wickedly upon Parliament and the 
nation, be detected, I humbly move, u That the Jaft weekly 
accounts received at the board of admiralty from the admiral 
or commander in chief of his Majefty's mips and veffels of 
war at the feveral ports of Plymouth/ Portfmouth, and Chat- 
ham, together with the ftate and condition ot the fhips and 
veffels of his Majefty^ navy employed on channel fervice, or 
on the coafts of Great Britain or Ireland, be laid before this 
Houfe." 

Perhaps, Sir, fuch grofs impofitions may by minifters be 
ranked as piafraudes at this dangerous crifis ; and might be 
juftified, could they deceive our enemies as effectually as they 
do our own countrymen : but, Sir, if our minifters are afleep, 
find the Britifh nation afleep, the French and Spanifh govern- 
ments are not. It is obferved by Montefquieu, that great 
ftate convulfions are ufually preceded by a national lethargy* 
Some very ferious convulfion muft, in the nature of things, 
fbon happen in thefc iilands, to bring the authors and conduc- 
tors of this calamitous war, and of all the mifchiefs attending 
it, to condign punifhment, pr our empire can never be reftored 
to any degree of its former profperity and luftre. Before I fit 
down, will any gentleman here contend, that the greater part 
pf the 25 fhips of the line having been already upon cruizes iq. 
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the Channel, is a proof of their having their complete war 
complement of men aboard ? They could not even have navi- 
gated their {hips in fecurity, putting a war out of the queftion, 
unlefs they had been fupplied with a confiderablc number of 
hands from the proper complements of the men of war in the 
fleet at Spithead, or been aflifted by their American prifoncrs. 

Mr. Baylcy remarked, that the Houfe had been informed, Mr. Bsyly* 
that twenty-three fail of men of war were on the Jamaica 
ftation, and that they had upwards of 3000 men on board : 
That he doubted the truth of the information, and went this 
day into the city to get fome lights on the fubjeft : that he 
had learned that the accounts given to the Houfe were not 
true ; that there were not above ten men of war on thatfer-r 
vice; and that if there were twenty-three veflels on the fta- 
tion, the remainder of them were tenders or fmall craft, fome 
without either men or guns, 

Mr, 5T. Town/end faid, he had afked the noble Lord in theM«*T. 
blue ribbon, what it was he wanted with fo great a number Q{ <r ™"P a ** 
feamen ? and told him that it was furely the leaft that could 
be required of him, to let the people know for what purpofes 
they were to pay their money— that he had received the moft 
extraordinary anfwer, that perhaps ever was given by a rainU 
fter, which was, that the Houfe had agreecj to fupport what 
measures the King might think proper to adopt, and therefore 
fuch a queftion was now ncedlcfs. Here is a do&rine, he laid, 
was quite new ; the firft day of a feffion was the only day for 
debating, and their addrefs to the King bound them to grant 
implicitly, and without any enquiry into the expenditure, fuch 
fums as the minifter fhoula think proper to require, 

l.ord North arofe to exculpate himfelf from die charge made i^rd North 
by th$ honourable gentleman, that he had laid down new 
doftrines to the Houfe, which he forced them to adopt. I do 
not recolleft, fays he, to have faid any thing on which fuch a 
charge could be grounded 5 this I am fure of, that I never 
meant to dictate to this Houfe ; if I attempted it, this Houfe 
would not bear it, but relent fuch prefumptioji as it deferved j 
I know what its refentment is, and therefore am very cau- 
tious not to become the object of it. 

If 1 did not give the honourable gentleman my reafons fop 
making fo great a demand, it was by no means from want of 
refpeft for him, but becaufe I thought they were fo obvious 
and notorious to every one, that a detail of them muft be ab- 
folutely unneceffary : nay, the gentleman's own fpeech fliewed 
p]f iply, that he was not ignorant of them f 
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Th£ honourable member faid, that notwithstanding the, pro- 
feffions of friendfhip from France and Spain, it was {till his 
opinion they meant to be at us: there was one reafon for 
arming. He faid, that Ireland had no land forces to defend 
herfclt in cafe of an invafion : there was another reafon. In a 
word, it would be needlefs to enumerate all the rcafons that 
could be adduced to juftify the meafure. 
\ He obferved, that much ftrcfs had been laid by gentlemen 
on tliis particular obfervation, that in the year 1759 wc had 
only 60,000 feamen to fight againft almoft all Europe. In 
this they laboured under a great miftakc. In that year, in~ 
deed, no more than 60,000 men had been voted ; but there 
were then in aftual fervice full 84,000; and by the feizure 
of the French failors at Newfoundland we had in the different 
prifons of Great Britain 20,000 of their feamen : that there is 
a greater neceffity for a ftrong armament, now in cafe a war 
fhould break out with the Houfe of Bourbon, than at that pe- 
riod, as they have fince that time united themfelvcs fo clofely 
by the Family Compaft, that if we declare war againft one of 
them, we muft fight them all. 

He did pot think that the different powers were infincere in 
their profeffions of neutrality ; but there was a certain degree 
of confidence which fhoujd pever be given to the words of any 
man, and that therefore it was prudent to guard againft the 
worft ; he did not fay, the whole number of men then re- 
quired, would be pofitively taken into pay; but that as he did 
not like to incur a navy debt, he propofed the greateft num- 
ber that could be fuppofed to be wanted. 

The report of the committee was then called for, delivered 
in by Sir Charles Whitworth, and pafled the Houfe, 

YAx.lMUrtll Mr. Luitrell then made his motion, which was, that the laft 
weekly accounts received at the Admiralty from the com-r 
znander in chief at Portfmouth, Plymouth, and Chatham, to- 
gether with the laft accounts from the commanders of fuch 
fliips as are on channel fervice, or on the coafts-of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, be Uid before this Houfe. 

Mr. Btyity. Mr. Bayly feconded the motion, 

Mr. Poium. Mr. Penton oppofed it, a,s tending to give our enemies too . 
great an infight into our affairs. 

Col. Barrf. Colonel Barre faid, that if upon enquiry, it fhould appear 
that we have 33,000 men in aftua.1 fervice for home duty, it 
will be news which our enemies will hear with grief and dc-* 
fpair: that it were ufelefs to withold the papers moved for 
front that confederation, as it is more than probable that they 

are 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 1777. D E B A T E S« 63 

are as well acquainted with the matter as ourfelves ; the noble 
Lord, he faid, has told us he knows what the refentment of 
this Houfe is : there I muft beg leave to contradict him : he 
knows only the complaifance, the indulgence, the fubmiffion 
of this Houfe; its refentment he is ftill a ftranger to. 

Governor Jobnftone expreffed his di&pprobation of turning Go*. ?&*. 
heavy merchantmen into men of war, and employing them as/*'- 
convoys, when they were not able, from their unwieldy ihape, 
to run fo faft in purfuit of an enemy, as a light built frigate 
would. 

He faid, it was but a poor pretence for withholding the 
papers, left our enemies fhould get intelligence from them of 
our affairs, when no papers were aflced for, but fuch as con- 
tained matters well known to, and attcfted by, every boat- 
fwain, carpenter, &c. in the navy : the information required 
could be eafily obtained, he faid, through fome other channel; 
but then no arguments could be dsawn from it, as it could 
not be faid to be official. 

Lord North faid, he had no obje&ion, becaufe he was cer- i* r J N*rtb. 
tain the enquiry would redound to the honour of thofe to 
whom the care and direction of the navy was intrufted. He 
indeed faw no occafion for any fuch enquiry ; for he believed 
that Parliament might fafely truft to the information which 
had been already officially given. 

Colonel Barri humouroufly obferved, that if the Houfe Col. Barrt 
trufted folely to details held out in loofe converfations, he 
feared, it would happen to them, as it once happened to a 
countryman, who met with a difafter in an amorous rendez- 
vous, and being aflced, how he came to be fo miferably de- 
ceived. « 'Zouns, man, who would have thought it, fhe 
was dizened out with a huge deal of finery, and covered all 
over with zilks and zattins. 

Sir Hugh Pallifer perceiving that the noble Lord in the sir /&,.* 
blue ribbon thought differently from him and his colleague in PaMjtr. 
office [Mr. Penton] acquiefced, though he faid, he thought 
the motion unneceflary. He read fome accounts relative to 
the fleet now in eommiffion for home fervice. He begged 
leave to fet gentlemen right with regard to the number of 
men on board that fleet: he had never informed the Houfe, 
that they were 33,000 ; he only faid, * that the full comple- 
ment was 33,000 : there were, he faid, by the laft week's re- 
turn, upwards of 18,000 men, exclufive of 1500 marines on 
board the thirty -five fhips already fitted out; and that, by 
fupplying the deficiencies from the fupernumcrary men, there 
2 would 
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worfld be more than the compleat complement of that 
fleet. 

The queftion being put, Mr. LuttrelPs motion was carried 
without a divifion. 

November 1%. 
The order of the day being read, that the Houfe do refblve 
itfelf into a committee of ways and means to grant to his Ma 
jefty a land-tax for the year 1778, of four (hillings in the 
pound upon all lands, tenements, &c. within England, Wales, 
and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and a proportionable 
rate thereof upon lands, tenements, &c. in Scotland, 
Sir Cbarkt g; r Q} jar i €S Wkltvunrtb took the chair of the committee, and 
m*™ "*' ftatcd, that the land-tax for the year 1777 amounted to 

2,140,000!. 
Lord North. Lord North moved the refolution. 

Mr.Wifr- Mr. fVhhbread complained greatly of the inequitable mode 
trud, of afleffing and levying the land-tax, and begged the commit- 
tee to take it into their moft ferious confideratioh. Since the 
addition of one (hilling in the pound was laid upon lands, the 
whole was railed on fome eftates agreeable to the old affeff- 
ment, and fome agreeable to the new, by which eftates in ge- 
neral were moft unfairly and moft unevenly taxed. As an 
inftance of this truth, he declared, that he had one eftate in 
Lincolnfhire, of 1 80 1. yearly value, for which he paid no 
more thaji 16 1. a year land-tax; and another eftate in Lei- 
ceftcrfhire, for which he paid thefumof 50I. yearly, though 
the rental of both were nearly equal. This great and fpecific 
difference, arifing from the one eftate paying to the rate of the 
old afleffment, and the odier to the new ; he would therefore, 
he laid, Humbly move as an amendment to the vote for the 
prefent year's iupply, and as an equal, fair, and impartial mode 
of taxing the landed property of the kingdom, that the bill 
(hould pafs for three (hillings in the pound, to be raifed on 
every eftate agreeable to the old afleflTment, and that a new af- 
{eflment be made throughout the kingdom for the additional 
fhilling. 

The Chairman obferved, that the motion before the Houfe 
was not about the mode of afleffing, but whether 4s. and no 
more (hall be the land-tax for the euiuing year. 
It. Baker. Mr. Baker faid, the honourable member's obfervation was 
worthy of the attention of the Houfe, it was not againft the 
proposed refolution, but againft the mode of afleffing. His 
intentions were plainly when the tax demanded an additional 
ihilling, that a fum of money (hould be raifed on the lands 
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^nder -rated, till the affcffinents were equal throughout the 
kingdom, and the deficiency, if any ihould remain, to be 
fairly and proportionably levied on all the lands in the king- 
dom — For his part, he Ihould go farther, for whether the 
land-tax were laid at above or under three fhillings, he was 
of opinion, that juftice would never be done, till an equal, and 
of courfe an equitable manner of rating, all property fubjeft to 
the land-tax was adopted. 

Lord OngleyfixAy the fad was true, but the conclufion Ld. Ongiy. 
called for a further explanation. Thofe whoderived titles from 
their ance,ftors 5 were moft certainly bound by their afts; and 
fuch as purchased gave a price proportioned to the mode which t 
prevailed in the country or place where the lands or eftate, 
lay. The, honourable member who fpoke firft furnifhed him 
with an argument againft what he advanced ; for. if he was to 
purchafe in either of the fhires mentioned, he would be glad to 
know from that gentleman, whether he would give as great a 
price .in a county where the tax was collected to the full ex- 
tent, as where it did not pay perhaps above half or a third of 
the real value; certainly not: the burden on the land was al- 
ways eftimated and allowed for out of the full purchafe. 

Colonel Store addreffed himfelf in nearly the following col. B»rS. 
words to the Committee : I rife to trouble the Committee 
with a few fentiments on the queftion of the day. Not a iingle 
country gentleman has rifen to fpeak of peace, or to complain 
of war. Their lupinenefs, or their acquiefcence, deferyes the 
fevereft reprehenfion. If they are blind to the diftrefles of 
their country, they ought to be awakened; if they are igno- 
rant, they ought to be informed ; if indolent, they ought to be 
aroufed. In a few words, I will Ihew them the extent, the 
magnitude of the prefent calamitous war, the effefts it has 
produced, and the expeftaticus we are led to entertain of it. ' 

rio lefs a fum thsui 13,000,000 of money was voted by this 
Houfe for the fervice of the war for laft year; a fum equal to 
any ever neceffary, ever requefted, ever granted for the fer- 
vice of any foreign war from the Conqueft up to this day, ex- 
cepting alone, the grants for the four laft years of the late 
war with the Houfe of Bourbon, and the grants for one (ingle 
year more, in the year 171 1, in the reign of Queen Anne, 
when a very large turn of the national deht was paid off, and 
many confiderable public fervices performed. This year we 
have. already voted more than 3,000,0001. for the navy. On 
Wednesday we lhall voje 3,000,0001. more for the army; 
and in due courfe, the other votes will pafs for a fum equal to 
Vol. VIII. K that 
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that of laft year. Such arc the effe&s of this American war. 
Let us view the cxpe&ations : are we, by conqueft, to be re- 
lieved from this immenfe burden of taxation ? No ; there is no 
conqueft aimed at ; we wifh not to fubdue the Americans for 
the purpofe of drawing a revenue from the country : our ad- 
miaiftrators »fay that is not the objeft of the conteftj they 
0Wn that the Americans will not be able to bring a re venae 
into our Exchequer. We mean alone, it feems, to reduce 
them to obedience, for the fake of national honour. Wc 
exercife every effort of warlike oppreffion againft them, be- 
cause they will not crouch at our feet, and make the firft 
fubmiffion. This is a war of punctilio, not of profit ; and 
we may fairly conclude, that even after its adjuftment, we 
fhall be nearly as much taxed to prevent, as we are now to 
maintain war.' 

It has of old been the cuftom of this Houfe to enquire for, 
• and to require fuch papers as were deemed of confequence, 
Gn this day, in particular, it was ufual of old to call for 
particular accounts of the arrears of the land-tax ; of the 
neat receipts, of the names of the receivers ; of what part 
they had paid into the Exchequer, and of what part was re- 
maining in their hands. But of late, I am forry to fay it, 
we have made no fuch requifitions. ♦ Neceffary as they are 
to the fecurity of our conftituents, we have either neglett- 
ed or not dared to do it. Such requifition, however, fhall be 
made. If no worthier perfon rifes to demand them, I will 
whenever the Speaker refumes the chair ; and in the mean 
time fhall with ibrrow repeat, that no country gentleman has 
rilen this day to afk or to wifh for peace. 
Ld. Ongley. Lord Qngley went into a relation of the motion made the 
firft day of 'the ftffion for a ceffation of hoftiiities. He 
t laughed at its abfurdity, and faid, fhould any fuch meafure 

be adopted, it would moft certainly be imputed to a con- 
fcioufnefs of our inability to fupport the war, or of the in- 
juftice of its commencement ; and he hoped no gentleman 
would wifh for either. He obferved, that the country gen- 
tlemen had been called upon by the laft honourable gentle- 
man who fpoke, and who had taken fuch pains to exag- 
gerate the expence of the American war, and compare it 
with that of former wars. This, in his opinion, was wide 
of the queftion, and proved nothing. We were contending 
for a right, which if relinquifhed in the manner wiihed by 
thofe who oppofed the prefent meafure, would moft certainly 
terminate in the loft of America, and ultimately end in the 
1 infigni- 
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infignificance, and confequent ruin of this country. The 
honourable gentleman, took it for granted, that though we 
Ihouid prevail and eftablifh the right, all expectations of 
revenue were 00 more. To perfift therefore, is to only con- 
tend for a point of honour ; to fight for a pun&iilio, without 
the ieaft profpeft of profit, I beg leave to differ from the 
honourable gentleman ; I contend a right eftablifbed, and 
not meant to be exercifed, is no right. We are heavily taxed 
ourielves, and it is but reafonable that when we fhall compel 
the colonies to return to their duty, that they fhould contri- 
bute in common with the reft of their fellow fubjefts, in 
fnpport of that government, whofe prote&ion they will 
equally partake of. The right honourable gentleman fays,. 
that a war with France and Spain, is inevitable. I doubt it 
much, if for no Other reafon, but becaufe we are fo well pre- 
pared to defeat their defigns. But granting every thing that 
may be advanced on that fuppofition ; in fuch an event the 
word that can then happen, will be to withdraw our troops 
and fleets from North America, and attack our foreign ene- 
mies. Here the Houfe grew extremely difordcrly, and con- 
tinued fo much fo, till the noble Lord fat down, that fcarcely 
any thing he faid, was heard, or attended to. 

Sir Herbert Mackwortb minutely elucidated the motives Sir Herbert 
which firft gave rife to the American war, enumerated the M* ck wt** 
ftill ftronger motives for its progrefs ; and expatiated largely 
on the conduit of thofe members whofe oppofition to the 
prefent sieafures had irritated the Americans. That he was 
convinced there was not a fingle gentleman in the Houfe but 
irilhed for peace with America ; but then, fays he, how is 
peace to be obtained) It has been faid, by perfuafion ; but 
by what arguments can you perfuade people who fay, " we 
will kill you or you fhall kill us ;" in fuch a cafe we are en- 
tirely on the defenfive. Government, faid he, have left 
every opening for a conciliation. What more can be done ? 
terms of peace would be gladly accepted, and as far as con- 
fident we met them, but what can be laid of thofe people who 
enlarge a breach of loyalty ; as fuch undoubtedly was the 
fa&. It is well known to many gentlemen in this Houfe, 
that America waited with the utmoft impatience for every 
argument made nfe of here by her advocates, and with eager- 
nefs embraced every fuggeftion ftarted in her favour ; it is 
this, and to this above every thing, was owing the proclaim- 
ing independency, as they were taught to believe that they 
.had the fan&ion of men who could defend, by argument, the 
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caufe that they believed they could defend by the fword. I 
cannot enough, fays he, exprefs the horror 1 feel in thinking 
that any man of humanity fhould urge the unfheathing of 
the fword, and ftill more am I fhocked to find any one lb 
unfeeling as to aggravate the arm which holds it. He then 
concluded with obferving, that it was America continued 
the war with us,, becaufe were they to return to their duty, 
England would receive them with open arms. 
sir dorp Sir George Savile laid, he roie from the defire of fpcaking- 
Saviu. a f ew worc l s> perhaps for the laft time on the fubjeft of the 
American war. He thought himfelf well intitled to fpeak 
on this day. He was member for a body of freeholders, 
pofTeffed of a large traft of landed property, and when he 
gave his vote for the fupply called for, he appointed a large 
fum to government ; it was his bufinefs, therefore, he pre- 
fumed, to enquire into the purpofes for which it was in- 
tended ; it was his duty to examine the ufes to which it 
would be. applied. He faid, we were determined to perfift 
in a war with America — it had been called a juft war — a 
nectffavy war-— and the honourable gentleman who fpoke 
before him had gone over the grounds of its commencement, 
the equity of its continuance, and the neceffity of our per- 
feverance in terms of the higheft aggravation. Pour feveral 
motives, fays he, have been mentioned, for the commence- 
ment, progrefs, continuance and perfeverance of the waf : 
Firft, it was begun on purpofe "to quell a puny insurrec- 
tion," Secondly it was proceeded in "to fubduc 2 dange- 
rous rebellion." Thirdly, it was continued " to defend 
ourfelves?'-— pofitively from the motive of fe dcfendendo—iroai 
the fear, that if we do not kill them, they will us. . And 
fourthly, continues he, itinuft be pcrfevered in from a mo-, 
tive the moft ftrange, perhaps, that ever entered into the 
thoughts of a rational people. .He would give the whole 
committee, he faid, two gueffes, and the chairman three, 
and be bound that they would not guefs it right. It was in- 
deed a laughable, a ludicrous motive — it muft be perfevtred 
in, add? he, " to gain their confidence." We are to beat 
them, it lcems, in order to conciliate them. Such are the 
romantic realbns affigncd for this war ; from the concluiion 
of which, no benefit was to be expe&ed, nor revenue ariie ; 
and yet upon which there had been more money expended 
than would have ferved to have purchafed, taken in, cleared, 
inclofed, manured, cultivated, fown, and planted all the 
wafte tends in Britain— more than would have turned all the 

heaths, 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 1777. DEBATES. 69 

heaths, hills, and waftcs into gardens ; and from the culti- t 
vatioa of which, nay, if they had been all fown with bar- 
ley from the malt-tax alone, a greater revenue would have 
been drawn, than all the taxation that can ever be gathered 
from the wide continent of America. Such, he concluded, 
were the motives, and fuch the effefts of this war ; and for 
this we were called upon to grant the prefent fupply. 

Mr. Foxy after commenting upon the worthy Baronet's fpcech Mr. ft*. 
[Sir Herbert Mackworth] below him, fpoke fubftantially to 
the following effc£h The great objeft of the war, I under- 
itand from the noble Lord over the way [Lord Ongley] 
and the worthy Baronet, and confolidating both their ar- 
guments, and fuppofing them to contain the fentintents of 
the whole body of their brethren, the country gentlemen, I 
think, call for the following teft. I would propofe the two 
following queftions t© adminiftration, and follow them by a 
third, to thole who are looked upon to be the great fupport 
of the prefent meafures. I wifli to hear any member of ad- 
miniftration pretend to fix a time for the termination of the 
prefent difputes; that is, when the right fo warmly contend- 
ed for this night, will be eftablifhed. I delire to know 
from any member of adminift ration, whether he expefts, * 
even in cafe of the greateft fuccefs on our part, and a recon- 
ciliation or fubmiffion on the other, whether we are to ex- 
peft a revenue from that country r If then neither a period 
is pretended to be fixed, to the prefent wafte of blood and 
wafte of treafure ; and though it could, if no revenue, either 
to replace the iramenfe fums we have already fpent, or the 
enormous expence we are likely to incur, even in the courfe 
of the prefent campaign, the fruitful parent of perhaps twenty 
more, I would wifh the country gentlemen, even on their 
own ground, to juftify to themfelves, or their conftituents, 
the periifting in meafures, which do not promife the attain- 
ment of a {ingle objeft for which they now oftenfively give 
them their fupport. 

On the Speaker's refuming the chair, 

Colonel Barre, according to the intimation he had given Col. BsrrA 
in his fpeech, moved, " that the receipts of the arrears of the 
revenue of the land-tax be laid before the Houfe, with an 
accurate account of the names of the receivers, when and 
how much thereof has been paid into the Exchequer, and 
with an exa& account of the arrears remaining due by the 
receivers, up to Michaelmas term, 1777.'* 

Lqrd 
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Ld. North. Lord North adquiefced in the motion, and declared at the 
fame time, his readinefs to give the Houfe all the informa- 
tion polfible ; fo that the motion was carried without a di- 
vision. 

Mr. Baktr. Mr. Baker then addreffed the Speaker, and faid, that *hd 
had further confidered his motion of yefterday, and wifhed 
to extend it ; that in oppofition to Sir Grey Cooper's bill, 
for continuing the aft for the temporary fufpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus aft, he moved for an humble addrefs to his 
Majefty, previous to the paffing of the bill, praying his Ma- 
jefty to inform the Houfe, what had been done in confe- 
quence of that aft. His motion, he faid, was merely co- 
extenfi^e, with the aft. He wifhed> however, to enlarge 
his motion, and moved accordingly the following amend- 
ment : " That an addrefs may be prefented to his Majefty, 
praying him to be graciouily pleafed to give directions, that 
particular accounts be laid before the Houfe, of all the per- 
ions fecured and retained in any of his Majefty's gaols for 
the crime of high treafon, iince the 18th of April, the day 
after the battle of Lexington, which happened on the 17th, 
1775, to the date of the aft pafled laft feffion, for the tem- 
porary fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus aft." 

Attennj The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlow} faid, he did not fee 

GtntrtL the neceflity of the enlargement ; and as every petition fhotitld 
have the appearance at leaft of fome reafon for the prayer 
contained therein, he objefted to the amendment, on the 
ground that there was no pretence for the prayer ; and on a 
ftill firmer ground, that it was impoffible accurate accounts 
of the tranfaftions occafioned by the aft, could be collefted 
and laid before the Houfe. After fome trifling debate, hdw- 
ever, the motion was carried, and fuch members as were of 
his Majefty^ privy council appointed to carry up the addrefs. 
The queftion was put, and the refolution was agreed to, as 
was likewife that, for granting a duty on4nait, mum, cyder, 
„ and perry, for the year 1778. 

The Houfe rofe at half after fix, and adjourned till Mon- 
day. 

Ncvember 28. 
Sir Charles Cocks prefented to the Houfe the following 
papers. 
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Navy Office, November 29* 1 7 7 7. 
«/#* Account of the Tranfports take* up tr cantrajfed far fince 
September 1775 /* September 1377* defcribing the Image 
and what has been paid ear centrecledto be paid fir* the fame* 
Prtpared fa purfuance ftf a> Precept of the Hermrtbk Beufe 
•f Commonsy dated November 24, 1777* 



When hire<|. 



No. of 
Ships* 



ins- 



Oaobcr 

November 

December 

1776. January 
February . . 
March 
April 

» -April 

..May 

June 
Auguft 
September 
December 

1777. January 
April 
May 
June 

J«iy 

Hired in America from y 
29th Dec. 1775 to 3d \ 48 
of June 1776 J 

Hired at Amfienfom in 
March 1776. 

Hired at Hamburgh in 
May 1776 



20 

4 

4i 

4i 

9S 
32 

8 
10 

2 

7 

f 

33 

39 

1 

4 
1 

1 



35 
6 



435 



Tonnage. 



1763) 
14080 

9819 
23140 

*45* 
1916 
wp. 

437a i 

4741 
2Q40" 

9458 

8J79 

37 
104 

352, 

40* J 

*H57 




131 120 



What has been paid 
for their Freight. 

/♦ * d. 
722433 jo % 

Vol.VI1U 



What remains to be 
paid for the fame, 

k $. d. 
409600 14 o 



Rate per Ton. 
Per Calendar 
Month. 
/». i. d. 

e 10 o, 



Q II O 



6 IX 6. 



9 11 o 



O IQ o 



o II o 



Total. 
/• s. d. 
1132934 4 a 

Brought 
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/. s. d. 
Brought over 11 32034 4 % 

To which may be added the following ex- 
pences incurred on the tranfport fervice 
within the time aforementioned, viz. 

An allowance for guns and ammunition*) 

provided for the better defence of fundry > 5925 o O 
Ships. J 

Value paid for feveral of the {hips taken by 1 ^ M A * m . _ 
the rebels. ] 2 3« 6 7 " 

Value of hammacoes, hofes, ventilators^ 
and other ftores iffued on board the fevc- > 
ral fhips. J 

Value of gun-boats and furniture, and-j 
ftores for the batteaux and veffels on the > 
lakes. J 

Bedding for the men — — 

Forage for the horfes — — 

Building cabins, platforms, ftallsand other 1 
conveniences on board the feveral fhips J 

Pilotage and light charges 

Pay of agents, fuperintendants, purveyors "I 
i and others employed on tranfport fervice I 

with their diflmrfements at embarkations > 29458 16 10 
and difembarkations, and fundry other I 
contingencies J 

1265231 2 ii 



17326 12 


9 


6206 II 


5 


22415 3 
8227 IO 


it 

10 


I777S is 


S 


2404 II 


5 



The whole amounting to the fum of one million two hun- 
dred and fixty-five thoufand one hundred and thirty-one 
pounds two (hillings and eleven- pence. 

M. Suckling. J. Williams. George Marsh. 
T. Brett. R. Temple. 

November 29. 
No debate. Adjourned to December 1. 

December i. 
No debate. 

December. 2. 

Mr. J«r« Mr. Fox, informed the Houfe, that, agreeable to his 

promife 1 , he moved the Houfe, thit on a fttture day they 

Ihould form themfelves into a committee of the whole Houfe, 

to confider of the ftate of the nation. He thought it necef- 

fary, 
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fery, he faid, to explain the meaning and extent of the ft- 
veraJ motions he meant to propofe, which he would do in 
a verv few words* He meant then, that the committee 
ihonld confider the expences that the nation hath incurred 
from the American war, and the refources that we pof- 
fefs to raife the fupplies neceffary for its continuance. In 
the fecond place, the lofs of men from that war. Thirdly, 
the fituation of trade, both with regard to America and 
the foreign markets. Fourthly, the prefent fituation of the 
war, and the hopes that we may rightly entertain from its 
continuance, and the conduft and meafures of the prefent 
adminiftration, of a lading peace, and alio our prefent fitu- 
ation in regard to foreign powers. And fifthly, to consider 
what progrefe Sir William and Lord Howe have made inv 
confequence of the powers intruded to them as commiffio- 
ners, by an aft of the fixteenth of his prefent Majefty's 
xeign, for granting .pardons, &c. for the purpofe of bringing 
about a peace between Great Britain and the colonies. 
Under thefe general heads, many other enquiries would arife, 
and it would be the bufinefs of the committee to follow every 
path that promifed to lead to a thorough ihveftigation and 
difcovery of the ftate of the nation. If, continues he, it 
appears that the nation is in a bad ftate, and that the late 
and prefent meafures of adminiftration have reduced us to 
an extremity, which he was afraid they certainly had, a new 
fyftem muft be introduced, and a new fet of minifters ap- 
pointed ; but if, on the contrary, the nation fhould be found in 
a flourifhing ftate, and the prefent meafures likely to prove 
fuccefsful, the prefent fyftem fhould be fcy all means con- 
tinued, and the prefent minifters remain in power ; for none, 
he was affured, but -the prefent minifters, could profecute 
the prefent fyftem. 

Lord North faid he chcarfully agreed to the motion, ofhotttfmh 
the honourable gentleman, and would do all in his power to 
promote the great end he had in view. Nothing, he faid, 
would give him more true delight, than to convince the 
Hotfe that the ftate of the nation was much more flourifh- 
ing than many of the oppofite fide aftually did, or affefted to 
believe. At the fame time he hoped to be underftood, that 
his ready compliance with the moticri fhould preclude him 
from the neceffity of laying papers before the Houfe that 
that might prove inconvenient, dangerous, or hurtful to 
government. 

Tht motion having palled without a diviCon, 

L a Mr. 
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Mr. Fax. "Mr. Pox rofc again, and moved, that the fecbnd of Feb* 
maty next be lire day appointed for the committee to 
meet, to confider the ftate of the nation. He alfo moved, 
that there be laid before the Houfe, «« An account of all 
the tn»pt, foreign and demeftic, that .were or lurid been 
Engaged in the Brttifh fervice fince the firft of November, 
1774? 9 Alfo, " A lift of all thefhipeof w*r, floops, and 
veffels, that havfe been engaged in the fervice, the numbers 
that have been taken, loft, or deftroyed, with the exaft re-* 
turns of men killed or taken prifoners, from the firft of No- 
vember, f 774.'* ABb, " The laft general returns of all 
die hofpitals belonging to his Majefty in North America." 
Alfa, " A lift of all die (hips of war employed by govern- 
ment as convoys to the trading fleets of this country.'* Alio, 
" Copies Of the laft general monthly returns of all the troops 
3n his Maje?fty*s fervice toithin Great Britain." Alfo, " Co- 
pies of the returns of the troops in Ireland ; and copies of 
die returns of all die troops in North America and the 
Weft Indies." All thefe motions palled without oppofitibn. 
He then moved, " That an hnmble addrefs be prefented to 
his Majefty, that his Majefty woold be gracieufly pleafed 
-to direft, that there be laid blefore this Houfe, copies of all 
fuch papers as relate to any fteps taken for the fulfilling of 
that claufe of an aft, paflfed in the fixteendi year of the 
reign of his prefent Majefty, intituled, * An aft to pro* 
hibit all trade and intercourfe with the colonies of New 
Hampihire, Maflachutet's Bay, Rhode Iiland, Conne&i- 
cnt, New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, during the con- 
tinuance of the prefent rebellion within the faid colonies 
refpeftivcly ; for repealing an aft made in the fourteenth 

J rear of the reign of his ^prefent Majefty, to discontinue die 
anding and discharging, lading or (hipping, of goods, wares, 
. and merchandize, at the town and within the harbour of 
Bofton, in the province of Mafiachufet's Bay, ; and alfo 
two afts made' in the laft feffion of Parliament, for reft rain- 
ing the trade and commerce of the colonies in the laid afts 
refpeftively mentioned ; and to enable any peribn or per- 
ions appointed and autborifed by his Majefty to grant par- 
dons, to iflue proclamations in the cafes and for the par* 
pofes therein mentioned ; • by which, perfons appointed and 
authorifed by his Majefty are empowered, under. certain 
conditions, i to dtdafe any colony or province, colonies 
1 or 
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or provinces, or any county % town, port, diftrift, or place, in 
any colony or province, to be at the peace of his Majefty ;' 
and aJfb that his Majefty would be pleafed to dire£t, that a 
return of fuch cotoiny or province, colonies or provinces, 
county, town, port, diftrid, or place, in any colony or 
province, as has or have been declared to be at the King's 
peace (pursuant to the powers of the faid aft) be laid be- 
fore this Houfe." * 

Lord North, rofe in oppoikkm to this motion; he faid he Li. Ntnk. 
nroft objeft to it from the reafon that papers produced during 
the exiftence of a negotiation,' if any had taken place, muft 
be very injurious to the caufe. He was ready and willing 
to grant every reafonable information in his power ; but he 
could not confent that difcoveries Aould be made prejudicial 
to government, and to the true interefts of this country. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, he could not fee what difcovery Mr.Ser- 
could be made in the leaft injurious. None was called fori caot ' 4Wr * 
that the Americans did not know already. They muft only 
be witheld, he prefumed, becaufe they might prove injuri- 
ous to admimftration from being known to the Houfe of 
Commons. 

Mr. Stanley objefted to the motion for feveral reafbns. Mr.Stmty 
Negotiations, he faid, to rebels in arms, muft be made 
not to the people at large, but to fcleft bodies, perhaps to 
individuals ; and the difcovery of fuch bodies or men, might 
draw upon them the vengeance of the others. But in truth, 
he laid, he knew not that any negotiation had been entered 
into. With rebels in arms, Handing up for independence, 
no treaty of conciliation could be made. The very propo- 
fition acknowledged their independence. 

Mr. Burke, obferved, that he never heard the noble lord Mr. Mm**. 
[Lord North] behave with fo much candour, generality, and 
fprrit, as to-day ; he had agreed to every tittle of his friend's 
requeft ; he had publifhed a bond wherein he granted all ; 
but in the end was inferted a little defeafance, with a power 
of revocation, by which he preferred himfelf from the exe- 
cution of every grant he had made. His conduft, he faid, 
reminded him of a certain governor, who, when he arrived 
at his place of appointment, fat down to a table covered 
with profofion, and abounding with every dainty and deli- 
cacy that art, nature, and a provident fteward could fur- 
nifh ; but a pigmy phyfician, who watched over the health 
of die governor, excepted to one difh, becaufe it was dif- 
agrceable ; to another, becaufe it was hard of dTgtftioh ; 
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to a third, becaufc it was unhealthy ; and in this progreffire 
mode, robbed the governor of every dilh on table, and lett 
him without a dinner ; alluding to Cervantes' humourous ac- 
count of Sancho Panza, in his government of Barataria. 
He aniwered minutely the arguments of Mr. Stanley, cx- 
pofed the folly of the idea, that we muft not negotiate with 
the Americans until they had renounced their claim of inde- 
pendance. Are they not, he obferved, in poffeffion ? Arc 
they- not independent," de fa&Q? They poffefs the whole 
country of America. What we have, we have gained by- 
arms. If we have a government in America, it is founded 
upon conqueft, fince they fet up their independence ; and as 
they enjoy the right, dc fa£lo, and we alone dejure, we muft 
and ought to treat with them on the terms of a federal union. 
He inftanced the fuppofition of a treaty with France. The 
King of Britain enjoys the right de jure to the kingdom of 
France ; the French King enjoys it de fafto ; he is merely 
a Congrefs ufurper; and yet would it be argued, that no 
treaty of peace could take place with him until he had re- 
nounced his claim. He begged to have leave to confider 
the efFefts that would arife from a renunciation of their inde- 
pendence. By renouncing their independence, they acknow- 
ledged their rebellion; by acknowledging their rebellion, they 
acknowledged their crime ; by their crime they were de- 
prived of their rights and obnoxious to punifhment. In fuch 
cafe, no conciliation nor treaty could be made confident with 
the honour of the Britifh name ; fo that terms of negotia- 
tion muft be entered into during their independence. He 
faid, that the aft on which Lord and Sir William Howe were 
vefted with their commjffions, propoles two methods to be 
profecutedto bring about -a peace ; the one by force of arms, 
and the other by terms of conciliation. It would be necef- 
fary, he faid, to inquire if b^th thefe methods had been prac- 
tifedjj the firft he was fcnfible, and all muft know, had been 
indeed tried, but he was afraid the fecond had not, elfe why 
were not New- York, Staten and Long-Iflands, with any 
other territory we are in poffeffion of, reftored to the King's 

gace. Governor Tryon, he faid, had written to General 
owe for the purpofe of reftoring New- York to the King's 
peace. General Howe anfwered, that he could not do it 
without the concurrence of the fecretary of ftate, and there 
it flopped. This, he hoped, would be particularly enquired 
into. He fupported the propriety of his honourable friend's 
i&Qtion, on fevtral other grounds equally able and pointed, 

, and 
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and concluded with faying) that he hoped his friend would Rot 
depart from a tittle ot his proportion. 

Mr. Dunning faid, he highly approved the motion of his Mr. Cm- 
honourable friend, and he hoped that he would periift in k to «'*£- 
its full extent. Thus indefinite, the Committee mav enquire 
into every tranfa&ion of the commiffioners, and from that 
inveftigation, every meafure of the miniftry, relating to the 
fame end, would be laid open* At the fame time he owned, 
if his honourable friend had applied to him as a counfel for 
advice on the propriety of making fuch motion, he certainly 
fhould have objected to it, and that for this plain reafon— 
chat fuch motions now-a-days produce nothing but an an* 
fwer. He then reverted to the arguments of Mr. Stanley, in 
regard to the difcovery of individuals by the expofure of 

? apers. He few no danger that could attend fuch expofure. 
f A. B. C. and D. have been engaged in a fair and equitable 
negotiation, what hurt could follow from the difcovery of 
their names ? It is not to be fuppofed, that any unfair treaty 
has been entered into, for it is a felf-evident propofition, that 
tampering with an individual in an indirect manner, could 
produce nodecifive effort. He begged the Houfe to consider 
the peculiar propriety of the prefent motion. The commit- 
fion to Lord and Sir William Howe, he faid, followed upon 
an a£fc originating in this Houfe ; and it was the duty of this 
Houfe to examine the tranfaftions that had followed their 
appointment. He concluded by obferving, that he had rifen 
to fpeak on the fubjcft, in hopes that a further debate might 
arife upon it ; and that the majority might not fucceed, in 
their clamour, for a conciufion. Confcious of their fuperio- 
rity in point of number, they are not anxious for fuperiority 
in point of argument or right; but for once he hoped, that 
even argument and right would bear fome fway in a queftion 
of fitch magnitude and importance. 

The Jttorney-Gencral replied to Mr. Dunning, and wasMr.TW- 
contending againft the ill policy which it would be in ad mini- /<mu 
ftration to give iuch information at the prefent critical mo- 
ment; [when news came from the Lords, that theminifters in 
the upper Houfe b*d agreed to the fame motion, made by the 
Duke of Richmond. This intelligence produced a great • 
deal of laughter amongft the minority, and the whifper 
reaching the Attorney -General, threw him into a little 
confafion; but having recovered from it, he quitted the 
defence of adminiftration] and faid, that let minifters do as 
they pleated in this or any other Houfe, he, as a member of 

Parliaopnt 
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Parliament, never would give his vote for making puhlic the 
circumftances of a negotiation during its progrefs. [Hew- 
ever this did not ftifle the laugh, which continued for fomej 
time.] I 

Mr. 7. Mr. T. Town/hend znfotrcd the Attorney- General; and 

r*onji*nd. &id> ^ thc ficft negotiation had proved ineffbaual, but 
had not faid for what reafon it had failed ; indeed Govern- 
ment had poorly excufed the failure, by faying the Ameri- 
cans had fet op for independence, and would not depart 
from that claim, and for that reafon the negotiation failed. 
The Congrefs, on the other hand, declare, that it broke off, 
becaufe commiffioncrs could not, or would not fhew their 
powers and commiffion. If the reafon on our fide be true, 
what rcprehenfion doth not adminiftration merit, for not fend- 
ing forth their commiffioncrs before the claims of indepen- 
dence were fet up ? He averred it as a faft, the Houfe know 
it, and the miniftry dare not deny it, that the commiffioncrs 
were not fent out till fix months after paffing the aft. This 
criminal or wilful negligence gave rife to the claim of inde- 
pendence ; that alone roufed them to a fenfe of their filia- 
tion, and the danger that hung upon them. He faid, he was 
snore furprifed at. an anecdote, that inftant brought into the 
Houfe, than ever he had been at all the former mfta&ees of 
minifterial ablurdity. We are told here, that the papers 
cannot be laid before the Houfe, becaufe the difcovery may ' 
be hurtful to adminiftration ; they may contain cxretun- 
ftances inconvenient to be known, injurious, and perhaps fa- 
tal to the ftate. Such was the language of the noble Lord, 
and yet y mark the confequence, the motion had pafied in the 
' upper Houfe. The papers, and a full difclofure of every 
hurtful, inconvenient, injurious, and perhaps fatal circum- 
ftance, is to be laid before the Houfe of Lords. Is this a 
language proper for this Houfe i Is this a treatment that the 
reprefentatives of freemen can bear } We are not to be trufted ; 
we muft not know fecrets ; our fuperiors indeed may fearch 
into the ftate of the nation, but we are too dangerous or too 
infignificant to be trufted. I will not make further comment 
on this affair; it is one of thofe glaring abufes which ftrikes 
to the heart without elucidation. 
14. Mrtb. Lord North arofe and allured the Houfe, that, notwhh- 
ftanding what had happened in another place, he was ftill of 
opinion that the motion, as it then flood, was of an extent 
which neither wifilom aor found policy could agree with. 
. There was one paper in particular which he thought highly 

improper 
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improper to be made public, viz. the inftruCHons to Lord and 
General Howe. It was danger&us and unprecedented to give 
fuch papers to the public pending a negotiation. Had the 
motion been in a more narrow compafs, and related only to 
the fleps taken in confequence of their power, he would have 
readily joined with the honourable gentleman who made it. 
If the motion was carried in another place, he prefumed it 
might be with fuch qualification; at all events he had one 
conization; gentlemen would be convinced at lcaft, that it 
was not from any motives of perfonal fear or confeious cul- 
pability, that the King's roinifters had defiredto withold the 
information moved for. He grew warm : he faid, whatever 
effe& the anecdote brought into the Houfe might have on the 
Houfe at large, he fhould, for his own part, adhere to his 
former opinion. He faid, he thought it extremely diforderly 
to mention what paffed in another Houfe, in order to influ- 
ence the determinations of this. What the other Houfe had 
done, or might grant, was nothing to that. The Houfe of 
Commons were not to be guided in their deliberations by any 
extrinfic confideration whatever. They never had, nor he 
trufted never would. They were an independent body, and 
he hoped they would not change their fentiments, merely on 
the account of an unauthenticated anecdote. The King's 
fervants in the other Houfe were moft certainly, intruded 
with the fecrets of adminiftration : they were confequcntly 
competent judges for themfelves, what ought, and what ought 
not to be difclofed ; but for his own part he ftiU adhered to 
his former opinion, that no part of a negotiation ought to be 
made public, till it was finally concluded, or broke off. 

Mr. 71 Townfhmd contended, he was not diforderly ; that Mr - r > 
nothing was more ufual, than to take notice of what pafled in row "J*"** 
the other Houfe ; that a knowledge of each others delibera- 
tions and general fentiments was the prime motive for relax- 
ing the refpeftive {landing orders of each Houfe ; and open- 
ing their doors to each other ; and that as to the cafe imme- 
diately before them, he fhould mention a particular cir«um- 
itance, which happened but a few days before in the other 
Houfe ; when a motion being made for papers by a noble 
Duke [Duke of Richmond] it was objefted to by a noble t 
£arl in office [Earl of Suffolk] but when the noble Duke 
replied, that a Umilar motion had been agreed to in the other 
Houfe, the noble Lord withdrew his oppofhion, and in- 
jtantly acquiefced, 

You VIII, M Mri 
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Mr Dun- Mr. Dunning took merit to himfcl£, he faid^ from being 
mng* the caufe of continuing the debate, fince it had Introduced an 

anecdote of the utmoft confequence, and which he hoped 
would penetrate to the heart of every member in the Howe j 
he was forry, he faid, that the learned gentleman who 
ipoke before him affected to be ignorant of the terras mino - 
rity and majority; he was certain, if hepleafed, he eovld 
give a very clear definition of them, for he was occafionalty 
an adherent of both* He did not think, however, that 
the noble Lord would be in a minority, unlfcfs he had 
given inftruft\ons to fome of his adherents to leave him. 
[Here the Speaker called him to order] when he declared. 
h$ had broke no point of order, and thought himfelf juftified 
in proceeding. That the noble Lord would be of a majo- 
rity he was convinced, and therefore he could wifh to ad- 
dref$ himfelf to the members who would compofe that majo- 
rity. He begged them to confider the manner in which they 
were treated ; they were held unworthy to be trufted with 3. 
fceret; they were told it would be fatal to traft them ; an4 
yet this mighty fecrct was thrown upon a board in another 
place, that every news-paper reader in London might be 
trufted with it. He begged them to reflect on the important m 
fituation which they held their refpofifibility to a body of 4 
ftce and independent veprefentatives, and tfie regard due to 
their own honours as men and members of a British Parlia- 
ment. He was pointing out the inconfiftency of the Houfe 
tfrft afking for information, and then refilling to grant it to 
themfelvcsj wlicn. 
Sir Fhuhr ftf r . Speaker faid, he trufted the Houfe would give him cre- 
jf.rto*, jj t ^ w ^ en h c affured the learned gentleman, whom he took" 
the liberty now to interrupt, that nothing partial or perfonal 
was meant. He found it to be ncceffary • he knew it to be. 
his duty. It was the cuftom of that Houfe, to adhere to one 
certain rulfc — r^ e ru l e ^ as ? ^ iat no pcrlbn fhould twic* 
rife to fpeak. to the fame oueftiqn, tinlefs to explain : tint 
rule was (^parted from, in the prefent inftance, by his 
learned friend, having been up before. He 'therefore hoped,, 
while he a&ed fair and impartial in the difcharge of his duty ? 
he would have the fupport of the Houfe ; if not, they muft 
take the coniequences. 
Mr. Dun- Mr. Dunning exculpated the chair from any defigned par- 
*'"*' tiality. 'He could not, "however, ayoiJ taking notice, that 

the fame irregularity was permitted to be - pra Ailed by gentle- 
men on the other fide of the Houfe. Neverthelefs, if the rule 
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t*aa ftri&ly enforced, he would be content; if not, he 
looked upbnhimferf equa% Intirled to indulgence with any- 
other member. 

GovernorjFoA^/?oa^ adverted in a ludicrous manner to the G<*. J*b *- 
artificial paflion ixfto which the noble Lord had worked him-^*"* 
felf up ; he apologized For him, by obferving, that it was no- % 
thing wonderful to fee a minifter very angry indeed, at being ' 
left an fo awkward a fituation. He laid, the war had been 
calkd the war of Parliament; it was made in afferuon o( the 
pretended rights of Parliament,; it was begun* carried on, and 
Supported b.y Parliament, and muft be ended by them alone* 
•Where the war originated, there peace fhould originate*— i$ 
ihat Houfe ; the propofitions of peace muft come from them, 
or there never would be a peace at all. Tjic retraining a£U 
maft be &ft aboGlhed; tkoTe-uxyuft and impolitic aSs^ 
which, bycondemningThe innocent equally with the goilty # 
made it the intereA of our friends to league with our ene- 
mies; and, as a neceflarv confequencc, did a&uallv produce 
that very independence Which now feemed to ftand to much in 
the way of our negotiators. He faid, the Coogrefs was in 
.general competed of gentlemen as liberal and refpc&able as 
.the members then -fitting with him; there Were indeed about 
four or five faftious fpirits amongft them, who have been 
enabled to carry their views to the height they have done, by 
no other means than the violent obftinacy and impolitic mea- 
fiares of miniftryi If we. had not endeavoured to retrench 
their liberty, they never could have attained — they, never 
would have fought, independence. He took notice of the 
flourifhing ftateto which America had attained in a very few 
years icibre our invafion of her liberties, and imputed that 
improvement to the freedom of her laws which Great Britain 
had given her— an epitome of our own government. This 
was afceret which England firft difcovered, of rendering her 
government in the extremities of her wide empire as compact 
and ftrong as that of other free nations had been weak and 
ineffefkual— their colonifts were flaves; Britain had made 
hers free as hcrfelf ! In fupport of this argument he inftanced 
the continued wars, tumults, outrages, and weaknefs of our 
.governments in the Eaft-Indics— becaufe there is no free- 
dom tbere-i—they are governed in Leadenhall-ftreet. He 
thought it neceflary, on account of the very diftra&ed ftate of 
our affairs in that country, to give notice, that he would, on 
fomc future day, move the Houfe to go into a committee on 
the affairs of the Jtaft-India Company. 

M 2 Colonel 
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Gol. B*rrS. Colonel Barri fhewed fomc humour upon the embarrafT- 
mentof the noble Lord. It was enough to make any pre- 
mier not only angry, but mad, to fee himfelf reduced to fuch 
a dilemma — either to vote that what was proper to be com- 
municated to the Lords, was not fit for the ear of the Com- 
mons—or to intreat his friends, who have hitherto carried 
him through every opposition, to leave him on this occafion 
in an awkward minority. He wifhcd to know with what 
grace his Lordlhip could ftand up in that Houfc, and fay ; 
" the Houfe of Lords, and, through them, all the nation 
fhall know thefe things; but wifdom and found policy com- 

fcl me to keep them a fecret from the Houfe of Commons." 
f the nob\e Lord were of that fentimeit, he advifed him to 
carry his patriotifm ftili further, and impeach thofe minifters, 
who, contrary to wifdom and found policy, had dared to be- 
tray the King's fecrets in the Houfc of Lords. If his Lord- 
lhip would take this ftep, the Colonel was ready to join him, 
and recommended him for further fupport to a member then 
fitting near him £the Solicitor-General] who, when he ufed 
to divide with minorities, expreffed a fondnefs for impeach- 
ments, [alluding to his promifed impeachment of Lord Hiilf- 
borough, for his official conduft, as fecretary of ftate for the 
colonies ;] and now that he was likgly to be again in a mi- 
nority, might probably feel a return of the fame incli- 
nation* 

To grant a motion for papers to be laid before one Houfe, 
/ and refufe it to another, was ftich an indignity, as he hoped 

the Britifh Houfe of Commons would not fubmit to. As 
the giving them to one was, in faft, giving them to both. 
No argument could be offered to reconcile to common* fenfe 
the rejc&ion of the motion then on the table, except the mi- 
jiifter would venture to fay, that their lordfhips, in another 
place, are too much above attending to the affairs of the na- 
tion; and that papers on their table may lie unnoticed, 
which, in the lower Houfe, would meet a very warm dif- 
cufllon. If that was the minifter's idea, he took, as a fort of 
compliment, the knowledge which his Lordfhipfecmed to hav« 
of the trim of that Houfe. His Lordihip's warmth in his 
prefent novelty of fituation, might teach him to make allow- 
ance for the heat of thofe gentlemen, who, glowing with a 
generous fire, with truth and reafon on their udes, are often 
unfortunately in a minority. The minifter deferved from 
them a fimilar indulgence, when he accidentally found him- 
felf in a minoriry— »• a cabinet minority ! He concluded 
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with congratulations to his Lordfhip on his prefent happy 
foliation. 

The Solicitor-General fpoke againft the indefinite latitude Mr. JfteA 
of the motion : he contended, that the expreffions ufed in the Ar ** rllfc 
debate of €€ granting or refuting" information, did not apply 
to adminiftration, but to the Hoitfe's granting or refufing the 
propofitions which might come from any of its members in- 
dividually; therefore the words carried no infult to the 
Houfe ; neither was it any indignity to the members, that 
information fhould be refufed to one Houfe which had beea 
granted to another — if the Houfe defired it— it could not be 
refufed. The queftion then was, whether the Houfe fhould 
judge it proper to grant or refufe what was defired by fome of 
its members. Gentlemen, who thought it a flight on that 
Houfe to conteft the motion an inftant after it was carried in 
another place, fhould recolle£t, that whilft they'feem to (up- 
port their dignity, they are abfolutely trampling upon it ; 
and he wondered any gentleman would venture to fay, in that 
Houfe — " the Houfe of Lords have determined to do this, 
—therefore we muft do it alfo." 

Mr. Fox, in fupport of his own motion, obferved, that Mr. Fox K 
the only argument which had been offered againft it, was now 
overturned by the vote of the Lords the danger of betray- 
ing fecrets. Thofe fecrets were laid open by the refolution 
of the upper Houfe; it waa therefore no longer an argument 
to be refuted. He would &tt recede from the literal extent 
of the motion. The inftru&ions to our commiflioners, which 
the noble Lord wanted to conceal, were a principal objeft to 
him. He was told of a pending negotiation; it was already 
pending for two years, and if it was to continue for twenty 
more, the fame reafon would hold good till then, againft an 
enquiry into them, and the reafons why they have not fuc- 
ceeded. As yet no vifible good effeft has been experienced 
from the granting them, except the income of one hundred 
pounds a week to each of the commifliofiers. Lord North 
faid, he had mentioned that thofc inftruftions had keen 
moved for before, and refufed for the fame reafon now ad- 
vanced. It was not right to difclofe them at that time. Is 
then that never to be granted, which has been once refufed? 
Is the glorious right of being ignorant of public affairs never 
to be given up? Are we to tell our conftituents, we are 
not fit to be trufted with the knowledge of public tranfaftions? • 
tbofe are only to be communicated to the Houfe of Lords ! 
I may be told (laid be) we are contending for a very trifling 

matter. 
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mattdr, andwhejiall the fteps taken towards a pacification 
arc laid before us, they will ambunt to nothing: their jeffeA 
will of .courfe be nothing* Yet I will contend, that thofc two 
nothings will amount to fomething. You know, Mr, 
Speaker, that in your profeffion there is a form of returning 
a writ wbil 9 or nothing; yet, Sir, you well know, that a re«» 
turn of two nUnls amount to zfcire facias, which is a power- 
ful fomething. Now the fomething that would be produced 
by the two minis, which may be returned to us upon the pro 
fent enquiry, will be a conviftion to the nation, as well as 
to this Houfe, of the incapacity or abfolute difindirtation in • 
adminiftration to put an end to the diftra&ions with which 
this empire is torn; and enable us to apply an effe&ual re- 
medy to thofe diforders, before the folly, madnefe, or wic- 
"kednefs of miriifters fhall have brought us to a.ftate of irre- 
trieveable ruin. By (hewing us the caufes why paft negoti- 
ations have failed, it will perhaps point out a new mode of 
proceeding, which may be free from, thofe difficulties that 
lave caufed our paft miicarriages. Convinced perhaps of the 
inefficacy of violent remedies, we may learn, though late, to 
prefcribe lenitives. For two years that a certain noble Lord 
has prcfided over American affairs, the moft violent, fcalp- 
ing, tomahawk meafures have been purfued :— bleeding has 
"been his only prefcription. If a people deprived of their an*- 
tient rights are grown tumultuous— -bleed them 1 .— if they 
are attacked with a fpirit of iitf prreSion--- bleed them ! — if 
their fever fhould rife into rebellion — bleed them, cries this 
flate-phyfician ! more blood ! more blood ! (till more blood I 
When Dr. Sangrado (faid he) had perfevered in a firailar 
|>raftice of bleeding his patients, — killing by the very means 
which he ufed for a cure— -his man took the iiberty to re- 
monftrate upon the neceflity of relaxing in a pra&ice to 
which thoufands of their patients had fallen facrifices, and 
which was beginning to bring their names into diirepute. 
The doftor anfwered, I believe we have indeed carried the 
matter a little too far, but you muft know I have written a 
book upon the efficacy of this pra&ice, therefore, though 
every patient we have fhould die by it, we muft continue the 
'bleeding for the credit of my hook.— He afked the noble 
Lord, who had often held Wafhington arid his army very 
cheap, what idea he entertained of their courage and abilities 
.fince he read the accounts arrived that day ? 

He faid, a few days ago he dropped a fufpicion of fome 

divifion in adminiftration, conceived from a circurnftance of 
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reading the King's fpeech at the honfe of a certain noble Lord 
on the day before, it was delivered* in Parliament. The pre- 
mier thca contradi&cd him, and talked largely of their unar 
nimity ;. but now his words were verified, from the different . 
fentiment of minifters in the upper and thpfe ia the lower 
Houfe : and hence he was warranted, he thought, in drawing 
this cQQcIufionr-rthat he, whoife fentiments feemed moft rear 
" fonable, was the moft iuconfiften* in bis conduft. The noble. 
Lord at the head of the treafury always, profetfed a difpoii- • 
tion for peace; yet would not give any proofs that he had 
taken a&ngleftep towards obtaining iti— but the minifter in 
another houfe had ever declared, that it was his opinion no-r 
thing ought to be done by us towards a pacification ; he there- 
fore fliewed no objeftion to produce papers, which, in tefti? 
jnony of his ponfiftency, would (hew that nothing had be«j 
done. He concluded with afuggeftioato fuch members as 
talked fometimes of being independent in their principles^, 
though they fupported adminiftrarion j— telling them, if they 
did not on this occafion ftand up for tne dignity of the Hpufe 
they could never after ipipc *way the imputation) of beiqg; 
mere puppets to the minifter, withpnt one principle of reafon, 
pride or honour ! 

Governor PownalLfoid, he had no intention of mixing in .Govm* 
with tic debate of thi$ day, nor of fjSeaking; but as he nc- Pw "4 
vcr has let any opportunity of fpeaking paf=, when the fub» 
je& of pe^ceor conciliation came upon the taph ; and as he 
moft/dsvo^tly wifhed to fee peace between this country and 
America* he did prefun^e topffer hinjfelf to the Houfe. He 
kid, he had foroething which he conceived to be of the laft 
importance to communicate to the Houfe, to this very point : 
he laid, he did not care whether the papers afked tor. were 
granted by the Houfe or not : not that he would ftand in the 
defcription made by a learned gentleman, of thofe who were 
fuppofed to confefs themfelves unworthy of having thefe 
papers communicated to them j but really, as he thought the 
papers aJJced for, from the commiffion, down to the loweft 
draught, were of ft) little consequence, that he thought them 
unworthyof the Houfe, fo far as refpe&ed tlie fubjeft of 
peace. That even the a£t of Parliament itfclf was of no 
import to that point * r for, under the powers of this aft, the. 
government of this po\jntry coidd not treat with the Ameri- 
cans but as fubje&s. . In this view of it, queftions have been 
a iked, Had Lord Howe powers to treat? or did the Ameri- 
cans refufe po tre^t? Lord Howe, he feidj could have no 
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powers to treat with them on the ground which they infifted 
to take; and they refufed to treat on any other ground. 
They did not only refufe it then, but five months after. After 
General Howe had finifhed his campaign of 1776, the Con- 
grefs came to refolutions to inftruft their commiffioners at 
the fevcral courts in Europe, to afiure thofe courts, that not- 
withftanding " the artful and infidious endeavours of the 
court of Great Britain, to reprefent the Congrefc and inhabi- 
tants of the United States, as having a difpolition again to 
fubmit to the fovereignty of the crown of Great Britain, it 
is their determination at all events, to maintain their inde- 

Sendencc." He then produced a copy of the refolve, dated 
)ec. 30, 1776, and read it to the purport above. Here, faid 
he, what terms will the gentlemen in government, on their 
fide the Houfe, offer ? What terms will the gentlemen on 
the other fide the Houfe defire to meet thefe propo- 
rtions } Will they alfo make this artful and infidious re- 
prefentation of the difpofition of the Americans? I know, 
faid he, that what I have faid, and what I (hall fat fur- 
ther, will difpleafc gentlemen on both fides ; but 1 have 
no menagements to keep, either with individuals or parties of 
jnen: I have none to oblige; I have none to' < Fear. "Onoc- 
cafions like this I (hall look not to men, but to things, 
and in that line (hall inform the Houfe, and perhaps the 
nation, for I do not fee that they have yet learnt it, of a 
very ferious truth f That the Houfe may not think that I 
am hazarding opinions, and talking at random, I will beg to 
remind them, that nine years ago, in the years 1768 and 
1769, when you were beginning the quarrel that has brought 
on this horrid and deftrufiive war, I did explain to the Hdufe, 
not in general words, but by a particular detail, the ftate and 
circumftances of America, and its inhabitants; and from 
thence defcribed the iffue of this Jjufinefs literally andprecifely 
as it has turned out in every everit to this, great and intereft- 
ing one. There was nobody, at that time, knew fo much 
of that matter as ipyfelf ; and I thought it my duty at that 
time ; I fpoke out, without menagement pr refcrve. The 
Houfe did not care to believe* it, and were lefs willing to hear 
it ; I was not well heard, yet it was true; it has proved true 
in every iota. When, upon your fending troops to Bofton, 
the Americans were driven to war, I firft informed this 
Houfe, and I believe government alio, that the Americans 
were not unprepared to meet any event; that they had fore- 
men what muft come, and were prepared both'iq civil a* 

well 
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■well as military arrangements, to conduft their own affairs, 
and to refill your meafures. I then informed the Houfe o£ 
the very conftitution by which they now aft, under the 
Congrets. I then informed the Houfe of their having plan- 
ned and modelled an army ; the Houfe did not care to un- 
derftand, though they did not difbelieye this. 

I now tell this Houfe and government, that the Americans 
never will return again to their fubjeftion to the government 
of tj>is country. If the paper which I have juft read be not 
fufficient proof, I may, perhaps, on fome future occafion, 
explain fomething of ftill mdrc importance. But this muft 
be conviftion to any perfon, who underftands the courfe of 
affairs. A people, whofe affairs are interwoven and fo con- 
nefted as the affairs of the Americans are with feveral Euro- 
pean ftates, pledging themfelves tothofe ftates in thisfolemn 
manner, are engaged beyond all poffibility of retreat. On 
this ground, as wril as from the conviftion of many other 
matters which my mind pofieffes, but which the prefent is 
not the proper time to explain them in, I now take upon me 
to aflert direftly, and in terms, that your fovereignty over 
America k abolifhed and gone for ever. I could fay the fame 
of your navigation aft; but I will not enter upon that fub- 
jeft, particularly on this occafion. The Houfe feems un- 
willing to be told this. I will only repeat what I faid on a ' 
like occafion, and upon a like temper of the Houfe — if the 
Houfe is not difpofed to believe this, if the Houfe is unwil- 
ling to hear it, they will remember that they have been told 
it ; that they have been forewarned of it ; and I repeat as a 
truth in aftual event, the fovereignty of this country over 
America is aboliihed and gone for ever; that the navigation 
aft is annihilated. 

Of what ufe then are thefe papers, commiffions, inftruc^ -' 
tions, or any other papers formed under ah aft of Parlia- 
ment, which fuppofes that fovereignty to exift? of what ufe 
or power is any aft of Parliament relpefting that country 1* 
Of what import are our debates on this iubjcfi? It maybe- 
matter of amufement for different fides of the Houfe, to con- 
tinue endlefs and fruitlefs difputes, and abufe one another on 
this fubjeft ; but it is of no import to the Americans ; it is 
of no real import to the point of bufinefs in this preffing cri- 
fis. Until you fhall be convinced that you are no longer v 
fovcreigns over America, but that the United States are an« 
independent, fovercign people— until you are prepared to 
treat with them as fuch j it is of no confequancc at all, what 
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fchemes or plans of conciliation this fide the Houfe, or that 
may adopt. I have at this time told you the faftj which I 
have juft now declared, in order that ye may no longer amufe 
and abufe yourfelves with impracticable ideas. - And as of the 
fovereignty, fo I fay of the navigation aft. You muft no 
longer expeft to reafon, or aft, as though that ftill exifted, or 
would be any longer permitted to have effeft. The Ameri- 
cans have repealed it, and it is annihilated with the powers of 
Europe. Thofe perfons who hear me, may remember, 
that at the beginning of this bufinefs, I told them, that the 
Houfe of Bourbon only wanted an occafion to difpute the 
ground of our aft of navigation, and that they would inlert 
themfelves in this bufinefs (if they had no other views) to 
this very point. We have given them the very occafion, and 
have they not inferted themfelves in the bufinefs?-— If you 
\v$re at this moment in treaty with America on that point, it 
is n6t in her power to grant you terms confonant to that aft ; 
they could meet you only on fuch terms as are not contrary 
to, and incongruous with, their engagements with France. 
Defirous as they were of a commercial treaty with Spain, 
" they could not propofe any terms to his Catholic Majefty, 
but fuch as were not inconfiftcntwith their engagements with 
France, or difagreeable to his moft ChriftianMajefty. ,, In 
the very fame predicament muft they meet you whenever 
-they come to treat with you. To fpeak precifely, they 
have not as yet any aftual, definitive treaty with France, but 
the two powers are under ftipulations and convention, in 
ftvhich they perfectly undcrftand each other. All the treaty 
that this country can ever expeft with America, is federal, 
and that perhaps only commercial. In fuch treaty perhaps 
you may obtain favourable terms; but exclufive terms of 
- , trade you muft never more expeft. They are determined to 
maintain their independence at all events. The Dutch, in 
their diftrefs, hawked about the offer of the fovereignty of 
their country. They offered it to die Duke of Anjou; they 
offered it to Henry the third of France; they offered it to 
Elizabeth of England; but the Americans will never offer 
that of their country to any power on earth. They have a 
-quite different meafure in relerve; which perhaps I may on 
iome future occafion explain. They are determined: at all 
events to be independent; and they will be (b. All then 
that remains for us, if we mean to confider and adopt what is 
, really practicable, is to take fuch ground as is aftually left to 

us. Let us appoint a couuaittee to take into consideration, 
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and revife all our laws refpe&ing the government, revenues, 
and trade of America, and of our commerce in Europe. And 
let us, on fuch revifion, adapt oar laws to our aftual, not our 
imaginary ftate. I was once called upon by a noble Lord, 
who is, lamfure, as uniform in his wi flies for peace, as he 
is in his fpirit for conducting the war, to propofcfuch a com- 
mittee two or three years ago, I wifli it had then been come 
into* I will now, in my turn, call upon that noble Lord. 
This, in my opinion, is the only thing we have left to do, or 
can do. As to the papers called for, they are of no more 
confeqnence than fo much wafte paper. Nothing can have 
been done, nothing ever will be done in that .line; fo I care 
not whether the Houfe grants the motion or not. 

Lord George Gcrmaine, in anfwer to Mr. Fox's queftion, l<j. c«r« 
relating to American courage, declared, that he had never Germain 
• faid in that Houfe, or any where elfe, that the Americans 
were a daflardly or a cowardly enemy. He had indeed ever 
aiFerted, that with equal force General Wafliington could not 
ftand before the Britifh troops, who were at this day perhaps 
the braveft in the world, and had in the prefent war per- 
formed fervices unequalled in the hiftory of empires. This 
was his belief, and theTiews then juft received had given him 
no reafon to alter his opinion. General Wafhington's force 
was fifteen thoufand, not fpeaking of the militia ; General 
Howe's numbers were but thirteen thoufand rank and file ; 
yet he defeated the continental troops. Hewas forry to fay, 
that however favourable the accounts juft received might be, 
nothing decifive had happened. General Howe had been 
yiftorious in two gerteral engagements ; the firft in his march 
to Philadelphia, which was taken pofleffion of by the King's 
troops on the 25th of September ; the laft, when the rebels 
attacked our camp, and were repulfed with great lofs.— H$ 
beftowed the higheft encomiums on the abilities of the gene- 
rals, and the bravery of the troops ; and 'particularly on the 
gallant behaviour of Sir Harry Clinton, in ap expedition up 
the North River, in which fervices had l>een performed 
fcarcely entitled to credit, if they had not been authenticated 
beyond a poffibility of doubt. The only check the troops 
had received, he faid, was in the attack of a fort near Phila- 
delphia, on the banks of the river Delaware, which unfortu- 
nately mifcarried; but even in that affair, nothing was to be 
imputed to mifconduft, or Want of bravery ; but was merely 
the efFeft of thofe accidents to which the beft planned opcra- 
jioijs are Jiable. As to the objeft of the queftion before the 
N 2 Houfe, 
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Houfe, he always underftood, that no part of a negotiation 
ought to be difclofed while it was depending.— -If the powers 
which the aft of Parliament of the 16th of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, for appointing commiffioners to treat with our fubjeds 
in America, were inadequate, that might be a good reafon for 
, enquiring what had been done under tliofe powers, and ap- 
plying to Parliament for more extenfive ones. Nothing of 
the kind had been fo much as hinted, bf thofe who had been 
intrufted with the execution. On the contrary, the Congress 
refilled all fteps towards conciliation at the very threfhold ; 
they refufed to treat upon any other terms but being acknow- 
ledged an independent affembly, the full reprefentative of the 
feverai independent ftates who appointed them. Various 
opinions had been given from different fides of the Houfe.--- 
The honourable gentleman, who fpoke laft, was of opinion, 
that America would pot treat, unlefs we acknowledge her to 
independent ; that we were unequal to reduce her by force of 
arms to obedience; and, that the moft we could now expect 
was to enter into a federal alliance with her upon commer- 
cial principles, and a profpeft of advantages in the way of 
trade. As to the practicability of reducing our rebellious 
fubjefts in America by force qf arjns, great as pur refources, 
powerful as our fleets apd armies, and brave and able as we 
were, he began to defpair of fyecefs if they fliould continue 
united; but ftill, for his part, he fhould think himfelf 
highly criminal, if he advifed, or co-operated in any meafurcs 
Jbr entering into a foederal union with rebels. If they could 
hot be brought back to a ftate of conftitutipnal obedience, 
* ne fhould for his part be much better pleafed tp break off all 
political conneftjon whatever with them, than ftoop to the 
humiliating condition of fubmittipgto what terms they might 
think proper to grant.— -Though he differed from the ho- 
nourable gentleman as to the propofition of a federal com- 
mercial union, he heartily acquiefced in his fentiments 
refpe&ing the ultimate views of the colonies.— He believed, 
they were the fame from the beginning ; that they aimed at 
independence; and that nothing fhort of that would content 
them. On that ground, therefore, he flood, if Parliament 
were willing to relinquifh the fbvereignty of America, he had 
ho more to fay; he would chearfully acquiefce, becaufe it 
was his duty; if, on the other hand, Parliament faw the nc- 
ceffity of profecuting the war upon die mere principle of 
felf-defence, it would follow, that the moft decifive exertions 
ftouklbemade; for he was certain, nothing fhort of thofe 
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would anfwer any effectual purpofe.— For if the war was let 
to linger, the ftrength and refources of the nation would be 
cxhauljed. Campaign after campaign, battle after battle, 
WQuid never anfwer, and might in another view be attended 
with great danger. America was almoft ruined, and was 
fuffering under every fpecies of human mifery. The idea of 
a total and permanent feparation from this country might 
probably detach numbers from what they deemed a juft 
caufe, while a fecurity of their rights, and a modification of 
our claims, was what alone they imagined their leaders had in 
view. If therefore means could be devifed to prevent the 
fecrtt afliftance they received from fomc of the powers of 
Europe, he ftill retained an expectation, that they might be 
compelled to return to their duty. — The honourable gentle- 
man; who fpoke laft but one [Mr. Fox] had reprefented him 
as delighting in blood : he begged leave to affure him, he was 
entirely miftaken; he always abhorred theeffufion of blood, 
could it have been pofSbly avoided. He was equally mifta- 
ken relative to his imputed ideas about unconditional fub- 
miffion. No man was ever more ready to give way, even to 
the prejudices of America than he, but he could never learn, 
how it was poffible to treat with iubjects in arms, till they 
acknowledged the relation, which could be the only founda- 
tion of treaty ; namely, that they were fubjects. This was 
his decided opinion before he came into office ; he had been 
uniform in his language. Since he was called into the King's 
-counfels, he never varied ; and whatever charges or infinua- 
tions tp the contrary may have been thrown out, he could 
fairly fay, that whenever he had been confulted by his fove- 
reign, he had always advifed him like an honeft man.— -He 
begged pardon of the Houfe for detaining it fo long. He 
fhould not have faid fo much, if he had not been heated and 
pff his guard on account of all the odium which had been at- 
. tempted to be heaped on him, The honourable gentleman 
feemed to throw all the blame of every mifcarriage on him; 
and faid, that every one meafu re undertaken by him had 
failed in his hands. It might or might not be fo ; but all he 
}iad to fay in hisjuftiflcation was, that he acted intentionally 
right; and that if his information had proved true, they 
rauft have been attended with fuccefs. He was prepared and 
willing, that his whole conduct fhould undergo the moil fe- 
yere and rigid enquiry, as he was confeious of its rectitude ; 
ajid was certain, it was perfectly juftifiable, according to the 
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information he received, which, in many particulars, he had 
fince great reafon to believe was wrong. 

General Conway replied to the laft noble Lord, and made 
many pointed remarks on the incongruity of feverat parts of 
his fpecch. He obferved, that the noble Lord faid, if the 
colonies fhould continue united, the ftrength, prowefs, and 
refources of this country, however great, were unequal to the 
talk. The noble Lord does not fay, they are not united ; 
yethisLordfhip, according to his own argument, is for pro- 
secuting the war without the lead profpeft of fuccels. — Why 
then fpill the blood, and wafte the treafures of this country, 
to no effeft ? America cannot be conquered ; if it were, the 
noble Lord confefles, it would not be worth retaining by force 
of arms, but never thelefs, he recommends a continuance of 
the war. — He then declared, whatever other gentlemen on 
either fide of the Houfe might think, he believed, if Parlia- 
ment would once adopt pacific meafures, matters might be 
yet amicably fettled, upon a clear, permanent, conftitutional 
footing ; we might recover the monopoly of the American 
trade, which was all we ever had a right to expeft ; and be- 
come once more, a happy, united, and powerful people. It 
was true, as adminiftration had done from the beginning, 
they might firft predict:, and then verify their prediftions. — 
It was probable, if they much longer perfifted in meafures of 
blood, devastation and carnage, that America would never 
treat with, or acknowledge any political relation whatever ; 
but that no more proved, that they would not now, than 
every other prediction of theirs, which afterwards by their 
conduit came to be fulfilled. On the whole, if fome propo- 
rtion was not fhortly made, on our part, he expefted nothing 
elfe; and fhould not be furpriied, if the people of America 
ever after refufed to hear of accommodation ; becaufe were he 
equally circumft a need, he fhould aft preciiely in the fame 
manner. He concluded by affirming, that all the evils 
which have fince happened, arofe from the aft impowering 
commiffioners to treat ; the defeftivenefs of the inftru£tions 
under that aft ; and the delay and negleft, in not fending 
out the commiffioner in time. 

The Lord- Advocate of Scotland faid nothing new on the 
fubjeft. He declaimed vehemently againft the propriety of 
the motion; and infifted to bring America to reafon, <Ve 
muft make her feel our power. He faid, he was not in the 
laft Parliament, and could not confequently judge, how far 
cither party were wrong in the beginning; but fince he had 
the honour of a feat in that Hpufe, he had aftcd uniformly 
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to the beft of his judgment, free from partiality or predilec-? 
tion; and that if the lame fcene was to prefent itfelf again, 
he never gave a lingle vote that he would not chearfully re* 
peat. 

The queftion was put, and the Houfe divided, Ayes 178, 
Noes 89. 

December 3. 

This day the Houfe relblved itfelf into a Committee of 
Supply, to confider of the army eftimates. 

As (bon as Sir Charles Whitworth took the chair of the 
Committee, Lord Harrington rofe and moved the following l-w4 &rr- 
refolutions according to the eftimates then lying on the table. "W- 
His Lordfhip informed the Houle, that they nearly corre- 
fponded with thofe of the preceding year, except a fum in- 
curred for the difference of the pay of 4000 troops, paid by 
Ireland, and of courfe on that eftablifhment, which deficiency 
had been lately pointed out by Mr. Barry Barry, an Irifh 
member. After giving a detail of the feveral ftations of the 
the troops, his Lordfhip moved, that 20,000 men be em- * 

ployed in Great Britain for the fervice of the year 1778, 
guards, garrifons, and invalids included. 

Colonel Barri defired to know, before any fubfequent fup- Col. Barrf. 
plies fhould be granted, what was the number of troops ferv* 
in» in America. 

Lord Barrington replied, that the whole army upon paper Lord Bar- 
confifted of 55,095 men, 14,000 of which were under the ri ** /fl "- 
immediate command of General Carleton, 20,000 under 
General Howe, and the remaining 2i.ooo,con(rftingof Re r 
gulars, Provincials, &c. were ferving at New- York, State n- 
Ifland, Rnode-Ifland, Nova-Scotia, the Weft Indies, Penla- 
cola^ &c. 

Mr. Byng faid, that he fhould be glad to mention a circum- Mr. Bjng. 
fiance which occurred to him, on a certain noble Lord's ob~ 
ferving, the night before, that General Howe always at- 
tackedGcneral Wafhington with an inferior force. I ihould 
be glad to know, faid he, whether the *o,coo men, which 
are now faid to .have landed with General Howe, are inferior 
to the number of 15,000 men, which has been ftated to be 
under the command of General Wafhington. It is a faft, 
that the noble Lord yefterday represented die number of our 
army to be 13,000 men, and the number of General Waih- 
ington's to be 15,000, It appeared extremely inconfiftent 
to him that General Howe fhould attack an army of 15,000 
men with only 13,000 men, when the number of his army 
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was aftually 20,000. This was a circumftance, he con- 
cluded, that required inveftigation, and he called on the no- 
ble Lord in qucftion to explain it. If the account now 
given by the noble Lord was cor reft, we had no great reafon 
to pride ourfelves in our fuperior bravery ; as we muft have 
had a fuperiority of four to three.— -The alternative could 
not be evaded ; either we were fuperior, or the noble Lord 
who has the fuperintendence of the army milinformed the 
Houfe; or if he was right, the noble Lord in high office was 
grofsly miftaken. 
Lord Ge«rp Lord George Germaine anfwered, that the queftion was cer- 
Germ'mt. tainly pertinent and proper, and that he fhould readily an- 
fwer it. He acknowledged it was true he had ftated the ar- 
my under General Howe to be 13,000 men, and that of Ge- 
neral Wafhington's to be 15,000 men, and did fo ftill; but 
then he neither included in that number the artillery, officers, 
or wounded foldiers, He only fpoke of 13,000 men with 
arms on their fhoulders ; 13,000 efftftivc men engaged in 
battle, and that conquered 15,000. 
€«L B*rr/. Colonel Barre exprefled the greateft furprize at the* reply 
of the noble Lord — He never heard fo barefaced, palpable, 
and mean a quibble in his life— -Never, he faid, did he hear a 
foldier fo exprefs himfelf ; nfcver, he was convinced, did a 
minifter of war obtrude on the Houfe of Commons fuch an 
affertion : — It is deferving of remembrance, and I promifc 
the noble Lord, fays he, it (hall be remembered. What, 
continues the Colonel, exclude from the lift of the army the 
officers and artillery, becaufe they do not carry firelocks t 
Are not the officers concerned in the battle? Are not the ar- 
tillery ? Do they nothing towards conqueft ? The noble 
Lord may have partial experience on his fide, perhaps, to 
prove fuch doctrine; but I'll promife him, it would be very 
ungracious to a Britifh audience, and would gain little credit 
even in a domeftic circle. The Colonel then called upon 
the noble Lord to declare upon his honour, what was become 
of General Burgoyne and his brave troops; and whether or 
not he had not received exprefles from Quebec, informing 
him of his having furrendered himfelf, with his whole army, 
* prifonersof war? 
lm6C; n >ge Lord George Germaine faid in anfwer, that he was ever 
Germain, ready to give to the Houfe the moft early and authentic in- 
telligence of any tranfattion within his knowledge ; and 
now, though the recital muft give him pain, he knew it to 
be his duty to inform the Houfe, that he had, indeed, re- 
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ceiyed oxpreflcs from Quebec, with apiece of very, unhappy 
intelligence; which, however, nyas not authenticated, and he 
could not declare it officially: : It had been font from Ticon- 
deroga to Quebec, and had come to Ticonderoga by the re- 
ports of deferters. The tidings were, that General Burgoyne 
and his army were furrounded by a force greatly fuperior— -. 
cat off from frefhfupplie$ of previfions, and urtable to picrcq 
through the numbers of the enejny— fo fituated, he had been 
forced to capitulate, and had furrendered himfelf and his 
army prisoners, on condition that they fhould engage not to 
fcrve during the war in America J fhould have a idfe convey- 
ance to the water-fide, and have leave from thence to return 
to their native country. It Wjw a moil unwelcome, and a 
moft unfortunate affair; but, Jfovteyer, he hoped, the rfoufe 
would not be over anxious in condemnation, nor decide on 
the propriety or impropriety of the concerted plan that led to 
this unhappy event. He hoped they would fufpend their 
judgments' both on the condi?& of the general and of tlje mi- 
nifter on this occafion. He hoped the conduft of both 
would appear free from guilt. , For his part, he declared he 
was ready to fubmit his conduit in planning the expedition 
to the judgment of the Hoqfe. If it appeared impotent, 
weak, and injurious, let the cepfure of the Houfe fall upon 
him. He was ready toabid? it; as every minifter, who re- 
gards the welfare or his country, ought at all times to have 
his conduft fcrutinized by his country. 

Colonel Banri rofe again, and in a moft animated, fevere Col. Bgxri. 
manner, reprehended the noble. Lord. He declared he was 
ftiocked at the cool, eafy manner in which he related the fate 
of the brave Burgoyne. He was more fo at the afftirance of 
inlinuating, that a portion of the blame might lie at the door 
of the General* Was there, he exclaimed, a man in the 
Houfe who in his heart could fay, that Burgoyne' had failed 
thiough his own mifconduft ? That he had fnewn the leaft 
fign of cowardice, the leaft fymptom of ncgleft in the expe- 
dition he was thruft into ? He Was certain, there were none 
would fay fo. But every man * would fay, or at leaft every 
man would think, that the man who planned the expedition 
was to blame. The minifter alone who concerted the l'cheme, 
is obnoxious toreprehenlion for its failure. It was an inpon- 
liftent fcheme, an impra&icable one, unworthy of a Britifli 
minifter, and rather too abiurd for an Indian chief. Re- 
member how frequently, how earneftly^and finccrely, I have 
warned, £avs he, the minifter, of the effe£h of this plan. I 
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forefaw the confequences. I foretold the event. It was faid 
I (poke in prophecy ; has not my' prophecy come to pafs ? 
But in what terms can I exprefs my furprife at the bravery, 
my indignation at the effrontery of the noble Lord, in de- 
claring he will abide the cenfure of this Houfe, and fubmit 
his condnft to their eye. Does the noble Lord know the 
extent of his criminality ? Does he know the refentments of 
this Houfe } I believe he knows neither ; but how foon he 
may it is not for me to determine. 

I would beg leave, continues he, to* call the attention of 
the Committee to the condutt of the Americans. They 
have been branded in this Houfe with every opprobrious epi- 
thet that meannefs could invent ; termed cowardly and inhu- 
man. Let us mark the proof. They have obliged as brave 
a general as ever commanded a body of Britifh troops to fur- 
render ; fuch is their cowardice ; and inftead of throwing 
chains upon thefe troops, they have nobly given them their 
freedom; fuch is their inhumanity. I only wifh, from this 
finglecircumftance, to draw this fair conclusion, that inftead 
of being engaged with a fet of Iawlefs, defperate adventurers, 
we find them, by experience, to be men of the moft exalted 
fentiments ; infpired by that genius of liberty which is the 
nobleft emotion of the Houfe, which it is impoffible to con- 
' quer, impracticable to difmifs. 

Hon.7*»« Honourable 'James Luttrtll. I find my felf under a neceffity 
Ltatrell. f requefting the indulgence of the Houfe for a few minutes, 
becaufe I think it my duty, to take every opportunity of re- 
peating my abhorrence of the mercenary and favage princi- 
ples of a civil war, which has never yet held out conftitu- 
tional terms of peace to be its object ; and as I do conceive, 
that whilft unconditional fubmiflion is the language of the 
minifters and Parliament, all efforts to conquer America 
muft prove in vain, I cannot agree to vote away the lives and 
properties of my fellow-fubjefts, merely for the purpofe of 
enriching and aggrandifing a few favourites and flatterers 
placed near the throne. 

The Americans, it is evident, will not give up their liber- 
ties, they will die firft; all the eloquence of a Cicero cannot 
perfuade us, that the unfortunate, milled Burgoyne is vifto- 
rious; that General Clinton is in defireable fa'fety; orjuftly 

five the boafted title of conqueror of America to Sir Wiiliam 
[owe, yet the latter is reprefented with a great and powerful 
army in the field; he wants neither for money, nor (hips, nor 
troops j he wants but the only one neceffary article for con- 
ization 
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folatiori in defeat* or permanency and advantage in viftory, t 
mean a juft caufe; and Great Britain never, never can build 
up fame or dignity to itfelf, upon ads of injuftice and op* 
preffion. * 

But minifters have hopes of important fuccefs. Sir, that 
language ought at leaft to imply, fome horieft, wife Ameri- 
cans, may, upon found principles, be induced to return to 
their allegiance ; but is there a gentleman in this Houfe, that 
would candidly acquit the abettors of unconditional fubmif- 
fion, of deferving the flavery you endeavour to yoke them 
with ? Is it to obtain fuch a humiliating end, that the Ame- 
rican now confoles himfelf for the lofs of a father, friend, or 
brother, who fell in the battle ? No, Sir, it Was for liberty 
they fought, for liberty they died; that only can repay the 
loft, and obtain forgivenefs of the murder. 

The Revolution which brought the prefent family to the 
throne, was obtained by men fo refolved ; our Magna Char- 
ta was obtained by men fo refolved ; and the Americans have 
not proved therafelves lefs deferving of their liberties, than 
thofe Britons. An American Magna Charta is what they 
wifely contend for ; not a Magna Charta to be taxed by 
ftranccrs, a thoufand leagues diftant. But the conftitution 
of this country, if in perfeftion, if uncontroverted by bribery ^ 
and abufe of power, is acknowledged to be one of the hap- 
pieft that men can live under ; therefore, I do believe, \hat 
many wife and honeft Americans may, upon found princi-< 
pies, prefer it to any new invention of their own. I do not 
fay the Congrefs would, nor yet many of their ambitious 
leaders, nor yet perhaps the virtuous Wafliington ; but if 
conftitutional freedom was fecured to America, every viftory 
might then gain over fome worthy friends to our caufe, in- 
ftead of Cowardly deferters, deceitful fpies, or falfe and dan- 
gerous- pilots. 

But minifters tell us that England is rich, and foreigners 
may be hired to carry on the war; what Briton would give up 
his laurels to thofe paltry hirelings, and fave our blood ? Sir, 
if honour called to arms, what minifter dare to propofe it ? 
Neither are the Germans as cheap as is pretended, for you . 
muft now pay their hire, and when the war is at an end, you 
muft likewiie pay a large additional fum for all thofe who do 
not return home. Sir, I do not think the Germans will re- 
turn, for 1 muft pay the compliment to theft minifters, that I 
do believe, even they are incapable of making fuch a confti- 
tution for America, that the Germans (hall fly from it to 
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better themfelvest, by returning to their own native, infa- 
mous fhambles, to be again fold by their tyrannical, pfctty 
princes. 

But our important hope is to be gratified by the pofleffion 
of Philadelphia. Sir, that town was. built for .peace gnd 
trade, not for war. It extends itfelf upon a low, flat coun- 
try, with fcarce one advantageous fpot of ground to place a 
fingle gun on for its defence ; therefore, td.furround it with 
greatvvorks to fecureyourfelves, in winter quarters, muft create 
an immenfe expence, befides the latenefs of the fealbn making 
fuch an undertaking almoft impracticable to be carried into 
Cxecutipp. It is then a glorious conqueft to thofe who may 
enrich themfelves by that r\cw expence, but a calamity to 
thofe who are to be taxed for that new extravagance. 

Or do we wi(h to be in pojleffion of the moft beautiful 
town in America only to fet fire to it ? Are the Britilh 
legions gone forth merely to warm themfelves by the burn- 
ing towns upon the coaft? Can bifhops perfuade us, their 
fmoke (hall rife tp an approving God, or on earth celebrate 
the dignity, the wealth, the honour, the humanity of die 
. Britifh nation ? 

But minifters are very brave to-day, they are ready to feal 
with their blood the mifchief of their counfels; and whilft 
they are fo loudly fupported by a majority of' Parliament, 
that language founds well. IJut I muft beg leave to remind 
them of a ftory which is related of a certain general and 
ftatcfmarj, who drew all his fprmer friends about the court, 
with the heads of birds and beafts upon their (boulders. He 
drew his miftrefs with the head of a fwallow, and he wrote 
this motto underneath, Je fuis k mauvais temps , alluding to 
herhavingforfakenhim in his misfortunes. Let minifters be- 
ware, left the fivallow's head and that motto fhould beft fuit 
the moft'ftrenuous and forward of their prefent advocates. 

For, Sir, had I an hundred toogues, and the eloquence of 
much abler men than myfelf who fpeak within tl>efe walls, I 
could not fufficientiy exprefs all the horrors, all the mifchief, 
all the ruin of this lavage war; but this I will fay, that whilft 
fuch defperate, unfeeling minifters, advife his Majefty, with 
fuch an expenfive war to carry on, without an objeft of ad- 
vantage, in return, with foch acaufe to difgrace the Britifli 
arms, # and fpill the beft. blood of this country, what man in 
his fenfes can be fatisfied vvitli the times, or can a<jroe to vote 
for a perieverance in meafures, which haye ajready produced 
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fuch dreadful difgrace and calamity, that Great Bri^i*) \& 
fhook to its foundation ? 

Mr. Burke thanked the two gentlemen, who had fpoken Mr. Arrfe 
before him, for having afforded hirn fonie time to calm the 
tumult and perturbation in his breaft, pecafioned by the in- 
formation given to the Houfe by the noble" Lord. A whole 
army compelled to lay down their arms, and receive laws from 
their enemies, was a matter fo new, that he doubted if fuclj 
another inftance could be found in the annals of hiftory. The 
effrontery with which it was told, excited no lefs aftpnifh- 
ment than indignation* Ignorance had ftaraped every itep 
taken during the courfe of the expedition ; bijt it was the ig- 
norance of the minifter for the American department, not to 
be imputed to General Burgoyne, of whpfe good conduft t 
bravery, and (kill, he did not entertain e yen the fhadow of a 
doubt. The noble Lord faid, if there was any blame to be 
laid.— Without blame fomewhere, could an entire army be 
reduced to the painful, the diftrafting neceffity of laying dowa 
their arms, and becoming prifoners of war ? With the Gene- 
ral and his troops, he was perfuaded, there was no fault to; 
be found ; that it could be traced no where but to the noble 
Lord, whofe ignorance was not brought as an extenuation^ 
but as a justification of his crime. 

The Americans had, he obferved, been always reprefcnted 
as cowards; this was far from being true; and he appealed 
to the conduct of Arnold and Gates towards Burgoyne, as 4, 
ftriking proof of their bravery. t)ur army \pas totally at 
dieir ipercy. We had employed the favages to butcher them, 
their wives, aged parents, and children; and yet, generous to 
the laft degree, they gave our men leave to depart Qn their 
parole, never more to bear arms againft North- America.— 
Bravery and cowardice could never inhabit the fame bofom • t 

generofity, valour, and humanity are ever infeparable.— Poor 
indeed the Americans are, but in that confifts their greateft 
ftrength. — Sixty thoufand men have fallen at the feet of 
their magnanimous, becaufe voluntary poverty. They had * 

not yet loft all regard for the country from whence they 
fprung : — anxious ftill for our home-defence, they have fent 
us back our troops; and left their hands free to fight againft 
every enemy of Great Britain, but themfelves. He re- 
proached Lord George Germaine for his mifcondult and 
foolifh credulity. — He faid he was aftonilhed at him. In 
the beginning of laft year, the noble Lord, he faid, informed 
them, that the enemy were cowardly, and our army fuperior 
1 in 
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in number,— -On what did he ground this information ? On 
report, mere idle, report, to which the noble Lord was alway s 
an implicit Have. He faid, that the information onwhicH 
minifters confided, fhould be precife and certain : — that 
mifinformation was no palliation for their errors, and he did 
not fuppofe that the Houfe would admit it as fuch. He faid, 
the intended meafure was a conjundtion between Howe and 
Burgoyne, but that it was to be produced in the ftrangcfl 
manner he had ever heard of.— The armies were to meet — - 
•yes; Howe was travelling; fouthwards, and Burgoyne in die 
very fame direftion !— -The advocates for administration, he 
faid, had delighted in reprefenting America in an abje& fitu- 
ation— as being without fait, without fhoes and ftockings, 
&c»— If they had applied to him in the beginning of the 
war, he could have told them of many more wants than all 
thofe together under which the Americans laboured, but he 
would alio have informed the Houfe, that men fighting for 
liberty were not influenced by fuch particulars ; that theie 
only afFe&ed the body, but that the fouls of the Americans 
Were unreduced* 

He concluded with a few words on the Solicitor-General, 
whom he called the council to the noble Lord. Upon this 
Mr. mi- Mr. Solicitor-General arofe, and defcribed his own political 
charafter : his opinions, he faid, were genuine ; they were 
his own; and he never fpoke the fentiments of any man, but 
thofe only which his own reafon had fuggefted ; nor did he 
ever in that Houfe plead the caufe of any man. 

He had been invariable in his opinion, as well on one fide 
of the Houfe as on the other; and not feldoni differed from, 
both. The calamity he could not deny, was great ; but 
could not infer from it that our condition was defperate. We 
had often received checks ; but the fpirit of the nation had 
always made us rife fuperior to our diftreffes : an exertion of 
that fpirit would, on the prefent occafion, infallibly refcue us 
from danger, Britons ever fhewed magnanimity mdiftrefs; 
and certain viftory was the fure confequence of that fpirit : 
he wifhed therefore, that gentlemen would not be caft down : 
that before now as great misfortunes had happened \o us, 
from which we reaped fubftantiai advantages: at Brihucga 
General Stanhope was forced to lay down his arms, and fur- 
render himfelf and his army prifoners of war; and that dif- 
grace only ferved to raife an enthufiaftic ardour in the people, 
which foon effaced the fligma. 

Mr. 
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Mr. 71 Town/bend ironically applauded the learned gen- Mr. r. 
tlcman for finding out precedents for our misfortunes; and?" ^** 
rejoiced that the expedition condu&ed by his friend Colonel 
St. Leger had mifcarried, as blood and defolat ion would have 
marked the footfteps of the Indians, if tl>ey had been able 
to march to Albany. He was anxious to wear out the im-r 
preffion that Mr. Solicitor's fpeech", on the fpiritof Britons,' 
had vifibty made on the country gentlemen ; and for that 
purpofe he drew the conduft of the favages in the moft odi- 
ous colours- 
Mr. Charles Fox expreffed his happipefs at being prevented Wh* F*. 
from fpeaking immediately after the fatal tidings of our 
difgrace had been communicated to the Houfe : rage and 
indignation fb fwayed his breaft at that time ; that if he 
had attempted to fpeafc, his words muft have been unintel- 
ligible. An army of 10,000 men deftroyed through thejg- 
norance, the obftinate, wilful ignorance, and incapacity of 
the noble Lord, called loudly for vengeance ; and if no one 
elfe would take \ipon himlelf the talk of moving direftly for 
an enquiry into the affair, he himfelf would do it. A gal- 
lant general fent' like a vi£tim to be Slaughtered, where hit 
own ikill and perfonal bravery would have earned him lau- 
rels, if he had not been under the direction of a blunderer, 
which circumftance alone was the caufe of his difgrace, wag 
too (hocking a light for humanity to bear unmoved. The 
General and the Houfe had been impofed on and deceived: 
Burgoync's orders were to make his way to Albany, there to 
wait the orders of Sir William Howe, and to co-operate 
with him ; but General Howe knew nothing of the matter, 
for he was gone to a different country, and left the unhappy 
Burgoyne and his troops to make the beft terms for them- 
felves, in a country that was by nature fo defended, that 
ftrong holds were to met at almoft every mile ; and every 
hoar's march prefented almoft infurmountable obftacles to 
his progrels. He inveighed moft bitterly againft Lord 
George Germaine ; looked upon him as folely refponfible in 
the firft degree; and next expreffed his opinion, that of all 
thole who had concurred in the meafures of the war, by 
giving their vote in fupport of it, were likewife criminal, 
though in an inferior degree. He concluded by pronoun- 
cing the panegyric of Mr. Burke. 

Mr. Solicitor General gave a little explanation o( one ofMr. *W« 
his expreffions and fat down.' i*rbwm. 

I Mr. 
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Mr. Righy. ^ r - &&& ^ 9 ne of the many who Had vobfd For the 
war, thought it neceflary to fay forhethirig in his own vindi- 

* cation :' and proved, that for upwards of thirteen years, he 

had been invariably confident : he had been convince^, that 
Great Britafti Was ftfpfeirie over all her dominions ;. it was 
declared fo, early in. the reign of Gebrge flie Second, who 
taxed the colonies, arid acknowledged by fherri wliea they 
fubrhitted to be taxed : from a tax imppfed and fubmitted to, 
he.inferred a fight to tkx ; and from that conviction he had 
a£ted when he voted for the war ; and. he was fFill .of opi- 
" * riion, that every nerve ihould. be ftrairied to profecVite it 
With vigour. , 

U. North, ' Lord North arqfe, and exprefied his.fbrrow at the preftnt 
unhappy rie\*s. That no man from (lie beginning, more 
firmly wifhed tor peace than he had ; and that no man would 
do more to obtain it now ; if the laying down his place and 
honours w6uld accoimf>lifh it, he would gladly refigri them 
all. He owned he had been dragged to his place againlt his 
will.-, A place which, while. in poffeflion, however difa- 
greeable, he would fuppprt fo the beft of his power. As to 
fiie noble Lord in the American department, he traded he 
Bad afted on the foundeft principles of candour and delibe- 
ration. He could not poffibly make any obje&ion to the in- 
quiry into that noble Lord's conduct, as he made no doiibt 
but he would acquit hiriifelf before that Houfe. As to an 
honourable gentleman's obfervatiori of a penfion's having 
feeen given for bad information, he fhould only fay this, 
that he never recollected the gentleman alluded to, had given 
bad information. He acknowledged his having interceded 
with the King for a reward fof his fidelity : a man who liv- 
ed in America, who was univerfally beloved there, till this 
unhappy difputc ; a man, continues he, who refuted figning 
their refolutions, and who, on that account, was obliged to 
quit the country, was, in his opinion, a riian worthy re- 
ward. Was he to ftarve here, fays he ? 'the obtaining fuch 
a man a comfortable pittance, Was riot, I truft, a blameable 
ai\ion. He concluded with defending the general fubjeft of 
flie American war, by obferving, that. he thought it entire- 
ly neceflary that every pan of the Britilh empire fhould con- 
tribute to the defraying the common neceflary expences. — 
He faid the minifters were unjuftly accufed, when they were 
reproached with their want of -information, for that they 
had always given the beft they could procure ; and that he 
Was ready when the general voice of the Houfe fhould call 
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for it, to explain his own conduit ; and that whfther we 
were for peace or war, the prefent fupply was absolutely ne- 
ceffary, as the men muft be, fuppofing a ceffation of arms, 
conduQtd home* 

The following refolutions were then feverally moved and 
agreed to* 

That 20,000 effedive men including 3213 invalids be 
employed in Great Britain for the fervice 01 the year 1778. 

That 634,240 1. be granted for maintaining laid men for 
one year* 

That 960,843 1, be granted for maintaining the forces at 
Minorca, Gibraltar, the Ceded Iilands, America, Nova Sco- 
tia and the coaft of Africa* 

That 56,074 1. be granted for the pay of five Hanoverian 
battalions ferving at Gibraltar* 

That 366,723 1. be granted for the maintaining of 14000 
troops of Heffe in Britifh pay. 

That 35,441 1. be granted for the pay of two regiments 
of Heffe Hanan* 

That 17,370 1, be granted for the pay of a regiment of 
Waldeckers* 

That 93,947 1. be granted tor 4300 Brunfwickers in Bri* 
tilh pay. 

That 313,4071. be granted for the troops of Branden- 
borgh Anfpadi. 

That 382,816!, be granted for the chaises of the office 
of ordnance for land fervice. 

That 300,483 1. for the faid office of ordnance for fervi- 
ce* not provided* 

Ordered that the laid refolutions be reported* There was 
no divifioo, 

December 4, 

The Speaker having taken the chair, Colonel Barri made Col, B*n*. 
the following motions : 

" That an account be laid before the Houfe of all the 
grants made to his Majcfty to pay his national and foreign 
troops, from the 29th of September 1774, to the 29th of 
September 1777. 

" That an accoont be laid before the Houfe of all the 
officers appointed to colled the {tamp duty, if any were, in 
America, for the years 1774, »77S, 1776, 1777, and 1778.. 

" That an account be laid before the Houfe of all the re- 
cruits raifed within Great Britain and Ireland face Septem- 
ber 29, 1774* 

Vol. Vlir. p « Thar - 
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" That an account he laid before the Houfe of all the 
perfons appointed by government to aft in, the coramrflariot 
of America, viz. all victuallers, agents, commiffaries of 
ftores, clerks of ftores, &c, from September 29, 1774, to 
September^, 1777.** 

AH thefe motions paffed without opposition. The report, 
on the grant of 68^,8 16 1, for the charge of the office of 
' ordnance, for ordinaries and extraordinarics of the enfuing . 
year being made, 
Sir P. J. Sir Philip Jemiings Gierke moved to recomitoit the report, 
which he fnpported with the following fpeech ; 
• When I am called upon to vote this enormous fupply, I 
hope I fhall not be thought irregular, if I deviate a little 
from the immediate queftjon before us, and fay a few words 
on the great American bufinefs, which is the occafion of the 
prefent deiqapd. 

Shocked as I was at hearing of the fate pf General Bur-, 
goyne and his army, I did preiume to hope, that fome pof- 
lible good might be produced, as it often happens, from great 
evil. 1 begin to think, that difappoiptment and misfortune 
might bring thofe who have the conduct of our American 
affairs to a more temperate and moderate way of thinking, 
and incline them to turn their thoughts to that whicti is the 
object of almoft every perfon in this kingdom, peace and 
conciliation. 1 was juftined in that expectation, becaufe the 
noble Lord who preiides over the American department, when 
he came here the day before, with the extraordinary Gazette . 
in his hand, full of victory, full of triumph, told us then, 
it was not yet a time for peace. What docs the noble Lord 
tell us now ? We are defeated, we muft not be difcouraged, 
we muft renew our efforts, for there are great refpurces ftilj 
left in this country. Neither victory nor defeat then are tq 
produce any good to this country ; for if victory was not 
to be the means, I thought defeat might have been. But 
vyhether victors or vanquished, according to the noble Lord's 
declarations, we are full to purfue this hopelefs, ruinou* 
quarrel. The noble Lord has talked of refources ftill left. 
Does he think that all the money in this conntry will be giv ? 
en to iupport this ill-planned, ill-conducted, fanguinary pro- 
ject ? Has he told the country what beqefits are to arife 
from the tuccefs of his plan? ? No, Sir, he has not; but I 
will venture to pronounce then, that if he was„to fucceed to 
the extent of his wifhes, np one man in this country cbujd ever 
$t>tain the return of a fingle guinea, , for all tfyc blood and 
4 V treafure 
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treafure which has been already fo profufely lavifhed away in 
this very unnatural conteft. Let the noble Lord tell them 
thefe truths, before he applies for further fupport. Corjfci- 
ous of a majority in this Houfe, he fits here, and feems to bid 
defiance to the country ; but let mc tell the noble Lord, there 
is a fpirit ftill left in this country to refent injury, and can 
refift oppreflion : I hear nothing, even now, but murmars and 
complanings in the ftrcets. When 1 return to the country, I 
cxped to find difiatisfa&ion and clamour. Let mc advife the 
noble Lord to be a little cautious, left thofe anathemas which 
he has been fo long thundering out againft America, fhould 
fall with redoubled violence on his own head. It will appear 
wonderful that the noble Lord, or any man high in office,' 1 
fhould fo obftinately perfift in profecuting a war againft the 
fenfe of the people, which muft ever be attended with difficulty 
and danger to the conductors of it, in preference to peace, when 
he might repofe himfelf in eafe and affluence ; it wants expla- 
nation, and to the public it fhall here be explained. The 
true caufe is really this :— the noble Lord knows that he 
neyer can make peace with America. The people of that 
country will have no treaty with him, or any man now in x 

adminiftration. They have long fince branded them with 
the appellation of Tories, and juftly have they done it ; for 
they have altnoft ruined this great empire, by endeavouring to 
eftablifh an arbitrary, defpotic fyftem of government in the , 

colonies. Thefe are the reafons, Sir, why this country and 
America arc both deprived of the bleflings of peace ; and 
while that noble Lord can fhelter himfelf in a majority of 
this Houfe, we have little chance to obtain it but by a remedy 
which would be worfe than the difeafe. The ntuation of 
this country then may be pronounced to be truly deplorable, 
though I hope fome means may be yet thought of to extra© 
us from our prefent difficulties, even to the fatisfa&ion of all 
parties. I have no, perfonal diflike to arrV gentleman in 
adminiftration. I wifh them all well, but 1 wifh them well 
out of their offices. May I be allowed to make a propofal, 
which 1 think might be very advantageous to them and 
to the public ? 

Th£re is an eftablifhment in the fea fervicc culculated to 
fupport fuperannuated officer*, or who wifh to decline fur- 
ther fervice. Now if an eftablifhment of that fort could 
take place, and an appointment made for minifters who have 
proved themiclves unable and unfit for fervicc, I think it would, 
in the prefent #afe, remove all difficulties. An appointment 
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6f yellfcw .flag minifters would be no very extraordinary 
expence; perhaps a hundred thoufand pound a year o* two, 
might be fufficient to pay the falaries of all the gentlemen 
now in office. It would be an eafy competition for their paft 
fervices. The nation would Ave many millions a year by it : 
tire fhould be rcftored to the bleffings of peace ; our antient 
grandeur would again revive under the aufpices of thofe 
great men who have formerly exalted us to the higheft pitch 
of glory. Thefc gentlemen would be in full enjoyment of 
their emoluments, and would efcape the threats and dangers, 
Which hang over their heads, and which muft inevitably fall 
upon them, if they perfevere in their endeavour to mitt 
this country. 
Cot 8arrf. Colonel Barrl objected to the enormity of the fum ; tho*, 
fays he, the vote paffed laft night in the committee, I think 
it my duty to object to it; I think it my duty to enquire into the 
reafons why i uch a lupply is wanted. 6^3,000! . is a larger fum 
than was called for in the year 1 759, that year in which the 
Britifli name was in its zenith of fame ; when her arms were 
employed in every part of the world. But permit me to re- 
peat to you, Mr. Speaker, the votes for the five firft years of 
the laft war. It will ferve, in feme degree, to Ihew the ex* 
tent of the prefent conteft. The ordnance charge for the firft 
year then, was no more than 300,000!. for ordinaries and ex* 
traordinaries. The fecond year's charge was 390,000!. the 
third year's, 393,0001. the fourth year's, 544,0001. and the 
fifth year's, which was die greateft year of the Britifh name, 
no more than 543,000-]. This, Sir, is a plain, unornamented 
tale. There is no figure of rhetoric fo demonftrative and" 
convincing as a figure of arithmetic. Our ordnance charge, 
this year, the fourth of the American war, exceeds by 
140,0001. the charge for the year 1759, an< ' isgrcarer than 
any grant ever made for any one year except 176 1, when 
every refource of this kingdom was ft rained to an extent un- 
known before, and incredible even to ourfelves ; and yet the 
charge for 176 1 exceeds the prefent by no more than 
40,0001. I arA hopeful we will ferioufly inveftigate the caufe 
of this monftrous charge. At the fame time I beg leave to 
obferve, that, in my humble opinion, it is hurtful, nay dan- 
gerous, to employ fuch quantities of artillery ; it lulls the 
ipirits of the lbldiery into a liftlefs fecurity, prejudicial in the 
day of fight ; they become tame, indolent, and carelefs ; they 
place their confidence in the artillery which covers them, and 
not in the bravery of their own efforts. And I leave it to every 
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experienced (bldier, nay to every fenfible man, to determine 
which is the beft defence, and the funeft bulwark in the day 
of battle, a range of the heavieft cannon, or a troop of naked 
foldiery, whofe bofoms are intrepid, and ftceled to danger. 
For my part, I would at all times place my fafety, not oi) the 
vigonr of my cannon, but on the bofoms of my men. And £ 
hope we fliail be told, why, at this time, it is thought necef- 
fary to employ foch enormous quantities of an article that, by 
its enormity, becomes a nuifance. 

Sir Charles Bunbury apologized for his inability to fpeak with sir C. Bu«- 
that dignity that was fuitable to the Houfe in which he had **?• 
then the honour to ftand. He had formerly been an advo- , 
cate, he faid, for lenient meafures and a reconciliation with 
the colonies; every day fhewed him more and more the ne- 
ceffity of adopting the advice he had prefumed to give. Ame- 
rica was invincible ; the experience of every campaign added 
credit to the affertion : our refources have been founded, and 
lorry he was to fay they were not unfathomable : exceffive 
fums are borrowed, and the whole art of financiering ran- 
facked^ to find out means of railing the necefiary fums to pay 
the intereft. As a country gentleman, he called on his bre- 
thren of that denomination to intcrpofe and ferve their 
country; their paffive acquiefcence to every new burden had 
made Sir Robert Walpole fay, that the landed gentlemen 
were like the flocks upon their plains ; they fuffered them- 
fclves to be fbom without refiftance ; while the trading part 
of the nation refembled the boar, who would not let a brittle 
be plucked from his back without making thaigfchole parifh 
ecchowith'his complaints: what with fpecious patiences and 
fair words to the one, and treafury acorns, with which the 
other was fed, the minifter had effeftually filenced the hog, 
and impofed upon the honeft fimplicity and patience of the 
ftieep. 

What America would do now he would not take upon him 
to fay ; but he could aflure the Houfe from the authority of a 
dear, but unfortunate relation of his, the unhapy General Lee, 
that the Americans would, at the beginning of the difpute, 
have been perfeftly fatisfied to fubmit in every refpeft to 
Great Britain, provided they fhould be at liberty to raife, by 
what means they thought proper, any fum which the P^ilia- 
ment of England fhould demand of them. He could not tell 
whether they would make luch nn offer now: but he would 
pur them to the teft ; and, by offering them peace, employ 
the drily pojfible means \o fulxiue them ; and that was by 
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.dividing them : Their independence was carried in the Con- 

grcfs but by a majority of two; it is therefore probable, th*t 
a ftrong party might be brought over, by granting them ho- 
nourable terms : etiquette, punctilio, and every confideratior 
of that kindlhould be given up : the public good fliould over- 
balance every motive of that nature. The ftate phyficians 
had emplpyed wrong remedies to cure them; they preicribed 
blifters, and fet their patients mad : for his part, as he was 
but an humble apothecary in politics, he would apply a heal - 
injj plaifter. It might be objefted, that, perhaps, they would 
not bear it : he would in that cafe make ufe both of perfua- 
fion and force. The ingredients of his plaifter were a repeal 
of all the laws enafted againft them fince the beginning of the 
difturbances ; and a pjoiitive renunciation on the part of the 
Parliament to any claim of right to tax the colonies. This 
was a remedy which he flattered himfelf would ftill be able to 
effeft a cuie. 

He alluded to Mr. Rigby's affertion in the committee laft 
night, that he had been invariably confiftent in his political 
tenets for thirteen years ; for his part, he was of opinion with 
the author of Triuram Shandy, that what in a good cauie 
Ihould be called perfeverance, in a bad one deferves no other 
name than that of obftinacy; it was poffible, that the right 
honourable gentleman might have been wrong for a great 
part of the time he mentioned ; in his opinion he certainly 
• was wrong; he therefore did not think he had a right to 
plume himl'elf lb much upon his confiftency. He did not 
approve of the Solicitors endeavours to roufe the fpirit of the 
nation to a further exertion, when it feemed already to. have 
been lcrcwcd up to the higheft key, without bringing us a jot 
nearer to a conqueft of America. He let fall feme expref- 
fions rather injurious to the confiftency of General Conway's 
politicks. 

He faid, fo long as there was a profpeft of fuccels* or 
any real advantage from conqueft, if we fliould prevail, he 
iupported the meafures of adminift ration ; but when it was 
acknowledged to be impracticable, by the very minifter who 
had the conduct of our American affairs; and that the noble 
Lord owned, that if we fliould fubdue America, it would not 
be worth keeping ; , he could no longer, confiftent with h(s 
contttence, vote for a continuation of meafures, which coul<l 
be produ&iveof no good ; and would, if perfiftcd in, moft 
probably bring on ruin and deftruftion.— -The contcft with 
America ftruck him in this light before he heard it acknow- 
ledged 
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lcdgcd by the noble Lord. Towards the conclufion of the 
la ft feffion, he was perfuaded of the truth of vvliat he now 
laid ; and as foon as he was, he moft earneftly recommended 
peace. He now did the fame ; and fincerely wifhed, that 
tome pcribn who was in his Majefty's confidence, having the 
Ul vat ion of his country at heart, would advife him to confix 
der of the impending calami ties, .which threatened this coun^ 
try, ihould the preient ruinous fyftera of blood, wafte of trea- 
furc, and carnage, continue to be longer purfued. 

Mr. George Onflow, to defend every meafure recom* Mr. d^t 
mended by thole who were in command, infifted, that**"/**, 
it was better to lofe America by arms than by treaty; 
negotiation would put an end to any further claim, 
while even a total defeat did not preclude us from 
renewing the war whenever we fhouid find ourfelves able 
to profecpte it with a probability of fuccefs ; the pofitive, 
the inevitable, the'immediate conlequence of American inde- 
pendence muft be the lofsof Newfoundland, and all our fugar 
ill and* : for by their alliance with France and Spain, their 
united fleet* in diat part of the world would be much too 
powerful for any force we could keep there. 

He voted againft the repeal of the ftarnp ad ; becaufe he 
was of opinion, that vye had a right to tax America ; and he 
was fatisfied that the country gentlemen were fo thoroughly 
convinced of the fupreu*acy of Parliament over the colonies, 
taat they would never have confented to a repeal of the {lamp % 
aft, if it had not been accompanied with the declaratory 
act. 

He did not hefiute to affirm, with a knowledge of the regie 
tUl /iato, delicacy, and grace peculiar to himfelf, that the re* 
bellion in America w^s fomented, nourifhed, and iupported 
by the inflammatory fpeeches, and other means, ufed by the 
incendiaries in that Houfe ; but he t rutted the nation, nou 
withftanding all the difafters which had happened, was ftill 
equal to the chaftjfement of all its foreign and domeftic 
foes. 

Mr. TJiomas Town/fond anfwered the refleftions of Mr. ttmat 
the laft gentleman in a cool and concluiive manner ; and Tw*ft>tnd* 
having called back the Houfe to the queftion, he infilled 
upon knowing why fo immenfe a fum was nexeflary, and he 
hoped fqme gentlemen in office would explain it in a clear and 
diftinft manner, He likewife obferved, that we had taken 
the moft effectual method to drive the Americans into the 
arms of France a$d Spain, by the prohibitory, and tie other 
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cruel, unjuft, and oppreffive laws we had pafled*— They 
were now no left formidable at tea than land* Their navy, 
and he might fairly juftify the expreffion, had thrown tht 
capital of our fitter kingdom, into the utmoft confufion. Li- 
verpool was threatened; Glafgow in danger; and. the very 
channel of St. George, faw their (hips ride with impunity, 
nay triumph, along our coafts. 
Gen. Com- General Conway made a fhort reply to the inuendo thrown 
my * out by Sir Charles Bunbury; and told Mr* Bane he was 
forry it was not in his power to give him the information he 
required ; but that he believed that when the proper officer 
fbould have laid before the Houfe the ncceffiry papers, the 
^honourable gentleman would have no reafon to be diflk- 
tisfied. 
Sir Cburin Sir Charks Cocks then rofe, and faid he lhould be happy to 
<****• give all the information in his power to the Houfe ; and he 
was fenfiblc, he faid, that he could make it appear, that no 
want of oeconomy in the board or offices of ordnance gave 
, rife to the advanced charge. He then enumerated the fereral 

appointments of the artillery; but from the lovmefs of his 
voice, and the variety of the particulars, it is not in our 
power t6 give a particular account* The great reaibns 0/ the 
advance in the charge this year from the laft, are feveral, 
"but moftly belong to the civil board in repairing garrilbns, 
forts, &c. There has been, indeed, an augmentation of 944 
men, recruited at a great expence fince laft year, and" the dif- 
ference of the charge, upon the Whole, is 56,0001. 
Mt.Smrh. Mr. $urke then rofc, and after expreffing his furprize at 
the enormity of the charge, he told the Houfe he was the re- 
prefentative of one of the firft counties, and moft populous, 
commercial town, except London, in the kingdom. He be- 
lieved his conftituents paid one tenth part of the Applies 
granted by this Houfe ; he therefore thought it his duty to 
fearch into the reafons of the fupply called for ; and, as this 
appeared lb enormous and unreafonaUe, unprecedented and 
unaccountable, he would have the moft particular informa- 
tion. He would be acquainted with every item — he would 
know every reafon for the grant—he lhould oonfidcr 
himfelf a thief, without intereft, if he permited his con* 
itituents' pockets to be picked without being told for 
what or wherefore. The honourable gentleman who fpok* 
laft, fays he, has toW us it is not owing to the improvi- 
dence of office, nor to the extravagance of the feverai depart- 
pients, that die advance i& owing—- Jic has told w all he can 
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tell — he has fetisfied us in regard to his and his colleague'* 
oeconomy. They have barely executed the orders theyhave 
received. But I want to hear the reafonsof thofe orders— -I 
want to hear why fuch quantities of ordnance, and fuch 
numbers of men, were wanted. Some perfoa in the cabinet 
muftjjhall inform me. I will not leave this feat, nor depart 
fttxa this Houfc, till I am fatisficd. I think I (hall be ex- 
cufed by my country, if I (peak again and again on the fub- 
je6k — if I tranigrefs the point of order, andfurge my fuit by 
many repetitions. I fhall think myfelf within the beft point 
of order, if I adhere to the intereft of my conftituents, and 
not have their pockets picked for moonfhine. I promifc you, 
Mr. Speaker, I will not go to fupper, nor regard order, till I 
am fatisfied. What! the enormous fum of 683,0001. for 
ordnance, 140,000!. more than was voted for the year 1759, 
when we were at war with France and Spain, and had armies 
in America, in the Weft-Indies, and over all Europe, and 
^imraertie fleets full of cannon over all the world, in every fea» 
and in every climate. Is it not ftrange and unaccountable- 
ought we not toeaquire into this new proof of minifterialiftri ? 
1° f 759> we employed 250,000 men. This year we have 
89,000, and yet a greater fum by 140,0001. is wanted to 
fuppiy the ordnance. Common fenfe revolts at the idea- 
laughs at the ahtodity. He then went into a bug diiquifi- 
lion, and in a pnqgreffive order enumerated the many mea- 
fures of government that had induced him to be confiftent in 
abominating the war ; and concluded with calling again for 
information. 

Mr. La*ghh faid, one great reafon of the advance was, that Mr. Any- 
the train were afting in a hoftile country in every fenfe of Am. 
•the word, fo that every equipment was prepared and for* 
warded from hence at a greater expence than ufual. 

Mr. Burke owned, he was obliged to the honourable gen -fg t%SMrku 
tleman for his explanation. America was an hoftile coun- 
try; and our troops met the moil abfolute hoftility ever 
known ; but that was no reafon.— He wanted to be informed 
particularly, why fuch equipments were neceflary, and why 
So many men were there ? 

Sir Cbarks Frederic* laid, that fending the artillery com- Sir air fa 
paaies in thre* different bodies, to ferve under as many gene- Trtdtruk. 
rals in different places, had been attended with double the 
expence of what would have been neceflary, had they ferved 
in one c6rps ; that the foreign troops in Brrtifli pay in the laft 
war, found themfelvcs in ammunition, and that was the rca- 
Vov. VIII, Q &n 
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fori why the eftimate in 1759 was not morc t ' ian double what 
it appears to have been, as that was an eftimate only for ord- 
nance ftorcs for the Britifh troops. 
Col. Barri, Colonel Barri lamented that the general of the ordnance 
did not fit in that Houfe ; and called upon the members of 
, the cabinet-council to give the defired explanation. 
Mr. Bttrh. Mr. Burke faid, he was very unhappy to hear it, though 
it was very true, " we do pay for all"— but he neverthelefs 
infilled on knowing, why the foreign troops were not on the 
fame footing as during the late war ? 
L4, tfmb. Lord North rofe, and faid, that though we had 250,000 
men in pay in the year 1759, Y ct ^ e or <taance eftimate was 
made only for tke Britilh forces, which were only a very 
fmall part of that number. That the fubfidies- paid to the 
German princes included the ammunition, ftores, &c. and 
were provided for apart and independent of the ordnance efti- 
mate : that he had not expected fuch a motion would have 
been made, or he would have examined the eftimatcs of 1 7 59 ; 
that he would take the firft opportunity to do it, and imagined 
upon enquiry he would be found to be right in his opinion* 
There were a thoufand other circumftances, which constituted 
the difference ; but the chief was, the including in the one, 
and the excluding from the other, the expence of the Ger- 
man artillery,-— We paid for them at both periods; but in 
1759, the charge, though in effect effentially the fame, was 
placed to a feparate account, — He would however compare 
the eftimates, which would enable him to give a more parti- 
cular and full explanation on a future day. 
Wf. Bwh. Mr. Burke faid, he was happy, that he had let the premier 
to ftudy : and he fhould depend upon his honour, for a fatis- 
faftory anfwer.— -The refolutions were feverally agreed to, 
and the mutiny-bill ordered in. 
I*rd Bum- Lord Beauchamp moved the third reading of the bill to fuf- 
U^i 1 P cnd tlie Habeas Corpus law. Mr. BayfyobjeGted, faying it was 
r ' ^'crueland cowardly to continue the imprifonment of thofe, whom 
miniftersdurftnotpunifh. Minifters knew, if they hanged any 
of the prifbners, under the pretence of their being rebels, the 
Americans would retaliate; therefore, he faid, looking at the 
Treafury-bench, with malice in your hearts, you thus confine 
them by law, till the end of the war, in order then to hang 
them, if you dare. The bill paffed on a divifion of 1 16 to 60. 
December 5. 
The private bufinefs of the day being gone through, Colo- 
Col. Ben-/* nc i Barre made among others the following motions, ** That 
copies or extrafts of all letters relating to reinforcements, of 
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the {hips, mariners, or land-forces received by the fecretarie* 
of ftate, from General Gage, Lord Howe, General Howe, 
and General Carleton, from the 5th of July 1775 to the ift 
of September 1777, be laid before this Houfe." 

Mr. Jenkinjon objefted to the motion, becaufe the noble Mr. jm* 
Lord [Lord 6eorge Germaine] was abfent, to whofe depart- ***f m - 
xnent it pointed ; and in whofe choice the propriety of agree- 
ing to it ought in fome meafure to lie. He faid, that for his 
own part he was totally ignorant of the meaning of the 
queftion in regard toeffeft; he knew not how far it might 
extend; how far be proper; and how far it might effeft any 
particular man or men ; yet he conceived an impropriety in 
thus moving for papers, when fo few members were in the 
Houfe; and particularly, when the noble Lord was abfent, 
who knew beft the propriety of fubmitting them to the Houfe* 
lie therefore would beg leave, he faid, to put the previous 
queftion, that the motion fliould be laid by till a future day J 
when it might be debated in a full Houfe. 

Colonel Barri anfwered that he meant not to ftealool. Mm/. 
an occafion from the thinnefs of the Houfe, to gain a 
motion, which he fuppofpd would be rejected, in a full 
Houfe. He wifhed for no finifter end; and he would prac* 
tife no underhand method. The motion he had made rc- 
fpe&ed papers of the utmoft cohfequence to be known; and 
that previous to the day of general enquiry. He therefore 
thought it his duty to call for them in time, that they might , 
be feen and examined, that they might be known and aigefted, 
before the day arrived. If the Houfe was thin, it was none 
of his fault ; he expe&ed a full Houfe; and if the noble Lord 
was abfent, he might with propriety afk, Why he was fo ? 
It was his bufinefs and duty to attend; but he begged to be 
underftood, that he meant to throw no blame on the noble - 
Lord, for his abfence. It might be occafioned from many 
unavoidable caufes, from bufinefs, from neceffary engage- 
ments, from licknefs ; but there was another noble Lord in 
the Houfe, who, as well as the noble Lord abfent, muft know 
the propriety or the impropriety of granting the motion as he 
muft have feen the papers called for. But as he had been re- 
prehended for moving the queftion, at this particular period, 
he would in a few words inform the Houfe of the true reafon. 
He had been very greatly furprifcd, by hearing, that a refo- 
lution had been made, to (it on Saturday for the purpofe of 
palling two money-bills, on Wednefday, for the difpatch of 
bufinefs; and then* to adjourn for the holidays. This he con- 
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feffed had moft particularly induced him to make the motion 
on that day, fincc none other was properly reftrved for it. 
As to the thinnefs of the Houfe, if that wasthe only ebjeftion, 
there was no neceffity of laying by the queftion, fince the 
Houfe would fill apace ; or if they wifhed a negative to be 
put upon the queftion, he was well apprized, that a nod, or a 
wink of theirs, would bring as full a Hauls as they could 
wifh. Why then, he continued, will they deftceud to to Mean 
an artifice ? why not (beak as men ? and if they wifh it to be 
over-ruled, fay no to it at once ? He concluded widi observ- 
ing, that it was a motion of the utmoft extent, it would 
lead to information of the greateft importance ; and he would 
pledge his honour to the Houfe, that from the papers called 
for, circumftances would appear that would make the nation 
fhudder, and the moft obftmate man recede from his opi- 
nion, 
Mx.Wttl- Mr. ffellebore EIHs repeated the arguments of the hoaoura- 
hreEin*. bi c gentleman [Mr. Jenkmfon] for objedKng to the motion. 
He laid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, from the multi- 
plicity of bufinefs that called for his attention, could not be 
ruppofed to retain fo far the fubjeft-matter of the papers 
called for, as to be able, at a moment's reeotleftion, to decide 
on the propriety of introducing them into the Houfe ; whereas 
the noble Lord abfent, from his more immediate concern in 
that department, would, he doubted not, be able to determine 
inftantly on the propriety or impropriety of the motion ; and 
therefore he would vote for die previous queftion. 
/ "IT J* Ri S ht Hoa - r - Ivwrfx** wned himfcl f furprifed, that fo 
Townjtt* . lame aa ofteftion faouU be fo obftinately perfevered in. It 
was fbmewnatfiaguiar, he faid, that after fending for more 
than thirty members to fupport them in this queftion, they 
had not thought it expedient to (end for the noble Lord, who 
feemed to be the principal agent in the bufinefs. They had 
dragged many an unwilling gentleman, he would anfwer for 
it, t v om his dinner to attend them; and who had entered with 
that vacancy of face, which expreffed their ignorance of the 
bufinefs for which they were called; but who, as trufty fer- 
vants, were prepared for whatever piece of fervice was re- 
quired ; it feemed, he faid, from their conduft, that they 
vvilhed the noble Lord not to come. He then entered into a 
diicufiion of the merits of the motion; faid it would afford 
' important intelligence to the Houfe on the day of general 
enquiry; and he earneftly hoped, it would pafs. 
Mr. Bu,kt. \J r . jforfc faid, he was afraid the honourable gentleman 
[Mr. tllis] for the lake of laying afide for a day, the motion 
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of his honourable friend, had paid a poor compliment to the 
memory of die noble Lord [Lord North] near him. He was 
far however from joining in opinion with him. He was well 
convinced, that the noble Lord's memory was very retentive* 
He heard many proofs of it ; and would be bold to fay, that 
do man poffefled more eminently the virtue of rccollcftion, or 
more lavifhly the art of evafion; however improvidentially 
and unexpectedly taken, the noble Lord never was found de-* 
firient in reply; and the frequent praftice he enjoyed in this 
fpecies of debate, made it eafy and familiar to him. Ho 
feemed indeed to contrive the moft lame, abfuid, and incon- 
fiftcntmeafurcs, to give him opportunity of fhewinghis apti- 
tude for defence, and hU enricknefs at reply ; fo that he had 
not the fmalleft reafon to doubt, but that if the propriety of 
the <jueftion had bceri left to himfelf, his memory would 
have fupplied him with fufficient information for determin- 
ing his judgment upon it ; but fuch now-a-days were the 
flufita of adminiftration; fome times a noble Lord was ab- 
fent; aad fometimes a noble Lord had forgot; and now from 
ahfanrr, and flow from forgetfulncfs, the minifters of ftato 
were fupplied with excufes, when their apprehensions would 
not permit them to advance the true caufes of denial. Ho „ 
continued to obferve, that from the papers called for, the 
Houfc would be able to determine, where the failure of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's expedition really belongs ; and if cenfure 
moft follow on it, they fhould decide, whether it fhould be 
pointed againft the impotence of the plan, or* the indolence! 
of the execution. A noble Lord, he {aid indeed, declared, 
and with great effrontery, that if there was any blame, it lay 
in the contrivance, and not in the execution itfelf. The papers j 
however, would beft inform the Houfc, and not only would 
expofe the fecret foundation of that plan, but would lay a 
fceae of difcovering of the whole progrefs of operation fince 
the commencement of the war; and he concluded by obfer- 
ving, that every gentleman who wifhed to form an impartial 
opinion of the preient meafures, muft fee the necemty of 
having thefe papers before his eye. 

Lord North faid, notwithftanding the eulogy of the ho- w ^ . 
nourable gentleman on theftrength of his memory, he often 
found himielf deficient in that refped, and at that time was 
not really able to fay with accuracy, whether the papers 
could, conveniently to the welfare of the ftate, be laid before 
the Houfc. The noble Lord abfent was the proper perfon 
tofpeak-on die fubje&; and he conceived it linproper an<t 
unfeaionafcle, to make fuch a motion in his abfenctfc He 
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knew, he faid, why he was abfent, but he was fenfible, thai 
if he had had the leaft knowledge of any motion's being in- 
tended relating to his office, he would have certainly at- 
tended. With regard to the affcrtion of the former gentle- 
man, that a noble Lord had faid, if there was any blame in 
the expedition of General Burgoyne, it lay in the plan and 
not in the execution ; he begged leave to fay, that the gen- 
tleman had certainly mifunderftood the noble Lord, He be- 
lieved his words were, or at , leaft his meaning was, that the 
Houfe fhould fufpend their judgments, till they had enquired, 
whether the fault lay ia the plan or the execution. He fat 
down with hoping, that the previous queftion would poftpone 
the motion till the noble Lord be preient. 

Mr. F«*. Mr. Fox declared, that be thought it unaccountable, that 
becaofe a noble Lord was abfent, the bufinefs of Parliament 
muft ftand ftill. He wifhed to pay every refpeft to the noble 
Lord, but it was the noble Lord's bufinefs, and his duty, to 
attend that Houfe every day. No matter whether he knew 
of a motion regarding his office, or not. At fo critical a pe- 
riod, a jun&urcfo filled with danger, and when the national 
calamity was fo recent, he might look for motions refpe&ing 
himfelf every day and every hour. It was impoffible that 
• Parliament could think of any thing elfe, or could admit of 
motions of another kind ; for his part, he could not come 
down one day without making fuch motions, without afking 
queftions, and referring to that noble Lord for anfwer. 
- [Here Lord George Germaine came into the Houfe.] He 
continued, that now the noble Lord was come, he hoped a 
fudden period would be put to the queftion; and he fincerely 
wifhed that no foreboding fears might induce him to with- 
hold information, fo needful to an enquiry into the ftate of 
the nation. 

j*rd Cnrgt Lord George Germaine having looked at the motion, obje&ed 

Gtrmthu. to i tj becaufe he was not Efficiently aware of its confe- 
quences. It reached to a period before his introdu&ion into 
office. It contained the intelligence of feveral years, and he 
confeffed he was fo unprepared, that he could not anfwer on 
the propriety of fubmitting them to the Houfe, At the fame 
time, he declared the purport of thofe papers would be laid 
before the Houfe on the day of general enquiry, and he fup- 
pofed that fix weeks would be no material delay in the 
matter. 

Col. M*rrf. Colonel Barri faid it was exceedingly ftrange, that the 
npble Lord fhould have forgot the contentsof letters fo very 
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particular, and in which he was fo intimately concerned. 
He could not imagine that there had been fo many letters, as 
to render the motion of fo multiplied an extent ; but there 
was a pofiibility that the motion might be much more exten- 
five than was generally believed. The noble Lord, he faid, 
had declared that he could not be thought to remember the 
contents of letters that were lodged in the office previous to 
his admiffion. How weak and impotent this defence is, may 
be prove 1 from a fimple comparifon of the date of the noble 
Lord's entry into office, and the periods from which the 
papers are defired ; the one is from the 5th of July, 1775, 
and the other is the ^8th of November of the fame year. Is 
it probable, that the noble Lord can have forgot letters of fo 
fhort a date before his entry, fo materially neceflary to his 
information ? It canntot be fuppofed. Whit the noble Lord 
meant by the purport of thofe papers, he faid, he could not 
tell. If he would pledge himfelf, that a difclofure of them 
fhould be made; or, as he fays himfelf, that the purport 
Ihould be made known, he would be content. The noble 
Lord refufed both. As to delay of enquiry, he could not 
agree to it ; that was the time for enquiry ; punifhment in- 
deed, he faid, might be delayed for fix weeks. He concluded 
by averring, that both he and many other gentlemen in the 
Houfe knew it for truth, that feveral applications, without 
effect, had been made by the General for reinforcements. 
The previous queftion was put, and agreed to, without a 
. divifion. 

Mr. D. Hartley. Sir, the great importance of the fubjeft, Mr. D. 
upon which I fhall offer fome opinions to the Houfe this day, Hetty 
will, I hope, plead my apology, for the trouble which I am 
going to give them. I with to call their moft ferious at- 
tention to the extravagant and boundlefs cxpences of the 
American war, which* after all is an imprafticable projeft, 
as well as unjuft, and univerfally deftru&ive. I take this 
early part of the feffion to ftate the expences of the war, if 
it mould continue another campaign, that you may be ap- 
prized in time. What is called the budget day is ufually at 
the end of the feffion ; when all meafurcs of the year are de~ 
cided and entered upon, it is then too late to confider of the 
expences ; meafures that are predetermined muft be fup- 
ported, coft what they will. But if the enormous expence 
pf this fatal war, and all the ruinous conferences which await 
the landed and commercial interelis of this country, afford 
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any arguments to withold your hand, now is the time to 
attend to them.^ 

To give you in one view the* amount of the Americas war 
hitherto, with die fuperadded cxpences of only one more 
campaign, will make a ftupendous total. Such a total, as 
if the Houfe had been apprized of it but two yean ago, I 
think die moft bigoted advocate for the war would have he- 
fitated. But it wai a mafter-piece of craft in the admini- 
stration, to lead us on infenfibly, concealing from the public 
the fatal confequences, till we were plunged in too far to 
retreat. The Houfe muft well remember at the opening of 
the firft feffion of this parliament, which was the beginning 
of the war, that a three Hulling land-tax was voted before 
. Chriftmas, to take off -the alarms of the laiided gendemen. 
Your feamen were reduced to a lower eftabtifhment than they 
had been for the four preceding years ; they were reduced at 
the beginning of the feffion to 16000 men, which is the loweft 
eftabliihment for profound peace. The minifler amufed die 
public in that feffion with paying off a million of die national 
debt. All this was done to lead you infenfibly on, by falfe pre- 
tences, till it was too late to r e tr e a t. Unfortunately the mini- 
fter obtained his end; thedeception was univerfally encouraged. 
Thofe who would have advertifed you of thele deceptions, 
and of your dangers, were browbeaten and difcountcnanced ; 
even a patient hearing was denied to them. In this particu- 
lar department of the revenue, I have made' it my bufinefs 
every year, to lay a true and accurate ftate before you, in 
r ' opposition to thofe premeditated and treacherous fallacies 
which have been hnpofed upon the Houfe by the authority 
of the administration. I fhould think myfelf unworthy of 
any farther confidence of this Houfe, if I had been the 
author of all thofe fallacies, which have brought this country 
to the brink of ruin. But, Sir, I have never deceived ycu t 
nor have I offered any idle tales or vifionary calculations to the 
Houfe. Your journals will bear me testimony. The fbpe- 
rior authority of the minifter's opinion in this Houie over** 
bore mine. Upon his authority they, gave a negative to 
thofe eftimates and calculations, which, however, indie re** 
fait have proved true. That they have proved true, this 
Houfe and the nation now know to their coft, I once more 
oder myfelf, in humble deference to their wrfiiom, but 
. claiming, feme confidence in their opinion. I fay to you, 
now ; Truft no longer thofe falfe prophets, who have fo con- 
ftantly milled and deceived you. Your hafty confidence in 
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thefe deceiver* has already coft you twenty millions, and per- 
haps twenty thoufand. lives. Stop here, and confider a little the 
bufinefs which you are involved in. If the warning which 
yoa have had from a cruel and deftru&ive experience, will 
not make you wifer, I know not what will ; but hencefori- 
ward, at leaft, that blindnefs and cruelty muft be wilful, 
which can proceed to facrifice thoufands upon thoufands of 
the lives of your fellow fubjc&s; and of thofe unfprtunate 
men, .who would ftill have been our r fellow fubjefts, had 
it not been for the dark and ruinous counfels and conduct of-* 
our minifters. Why will you add another twenty millions to 
all the wafte of public money, which has already been fo 
profuieiy lavifhed ? 

I have prepared eft i mates of the expences, which pro* 
.bably niajr be incurred, if you proceed to another cam- 
paign ; which if the Houfe is fo difpofed, I will lay be- 
fore diem. According to my computation, the total of 
the American war, as fuppofed to continue only for one 
more campaign, in the year 1778, will amount, to between 
thirty and forty millions. The documents, upon which I 
form this opinion, are now lying upon your table. I have 
coilefted out from the papers of the Houfe, the expences of 
the navy, army, and ordnance, during the late war, and in 
the preient war, both upon the ordinary eftimates, and the 
extraordinary and contingent expences. I have endeavoured 
to fele£t fuch circumftances as arc fimilar to the prefent ; and 
to adapt others, with fuch fuitable allowances, as may aflift 
us in the enquiry. My firft motion is conceived in very ge« 
neral terms, viz, that it is the opinion of this Houfe, that 
the farther profecution of the American war, muft be at-* 
tended with .an enormous expence. The term enormous it 
the favourite word of the noble Lord at the head of the 
treafury ; therefore, Sir, I think 1 may depend upon him, 
for (econding this preliminary motion of mine. My iccond 
motion, is the fpecific point upon which the debate will turn, 
viz. Whether the total expence of the American war may 
probably, by the end of the next campaign, amount to be- 
tween thirty and forty millions. My reaion for putting the 
preliminary motion as I have done, is this ; that in the debate 
upon the firft motion, the fpecific matter of the fecond mo- 
tion will be difcufied ; and if upon that difcuffion it fhould 
appear to the Houfe, that any other probable total is nearer 
to the preemptive proofs, I mall be open to conviction, and 
ready to alter the terms of the fecond motion, according to 
. Yqu VIII, R th« 
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the TeTuk of the debate* If the account be over -rated, or 
ynder-rated, I cam re&ify accordingly ; but let us at taaft know, 
what is the probable eftunate that wfc rauft reckon upon* 
Call it near thirty mriHkms, of more than thirty, Or between 
thirty and forty ; I believe this laft phrafe will be nearer than 
any other. I have always fubrnitted my thoughts fairly and 
openly to the Hottfe, and to the comments of the notte Lord 
at the head of the treafury s the eft i mates which I formerly 
laid before you, have never been found fallacious or extra- 
vagant., Sutely, Sir, I afk nothing unreafonablc j I only 
afk that you will think before you a£c. 

I am aware of ?an obje&ion which the noble Lord may make, 
not to the matter, but to the time. It may be faid, that this 
difcuffion rnore properly belongs to the committee upon the 
ftate of the nation, which is appointed to fit after thfr holidays. 
To which I can only reply, that I am folicit0U9 to throw out to 
the Houfe, the ftate of the concomitant expences of the 
war, in the earlieft part of the feffion, hand in hand with 
your vote for the land tax, that the landed gentlemen may 
lie apprized what- they are preparing for themfelves. If they 
do not intcrpofe, to flop the farther progrefs of this deftfUc- 
tive war, four (hillings in the pound will be entailed uporj 
therti for ever : and I will Venture t6 prophefy to them, that 
four (hillings in the pound, will not be all that they will have 
to pay. In the conlideration df an infinite multitude of 
matters, which will come before the committee upon the 
ftate of the nation, the landed intereft may not have that 
pre-eminent confideratton that I wifh. I look upon the 
landed gentlemen as the watchmen and guardians of the ftate, 
therefore I would have a word with them in the foremoft 
place, and before the ftorfh rages, which is comifig on 
a-pace, to confound land, funds, manufactures, *artd Com- 
merce in one common ruin. > 

The ruin is univerfal, and without bounds ; your naval po- 
wer will be exhaufted, and the very (burces of it deftf oyed : ypur 
armies are baffled and difgraced \ one entire army is (Wallowed 
up, and perhaps another may foon be in a* condition not much 
better. I pretend not to any fagacity above Other peffons, 
* but I have endeavoured to get thfe beft information of the 
temper and po\Vers of America, ftoth the wifeft and rhoft 
informed perfons. and from thofe who are at all times friends to 
Reconciliation and peace, ahdwhohavebeenveryfiricerelywell- 
affe&ed towards this country* I told you, three years ago, that 
America would turn o^it an army of 50^000 men, which you 
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ttaa laughed at, and would act believe. I have txAi you that 
they wete united, and that you could not touch an hair of the 
bead irf jAflterk^ : you have fbpnd it true* The men 
that you fend thither are devoted to certain -deftru&ion. 
Jbumt a rt&bunt nunquam. The whole conduft of the mini- 
fies o£ this country has been fofty aad impotent rage. If 
they cannot conquer, they will deftroy. Every falutary- 
wanucig has been defpifed ; prudent plans and counfels, as 
weM as pernicious ones, h*ve btcn laid before you. It can- 
not be doubted but that Dr. Franklin was well acquainted 
with the irne ilate and teaser of his own country, and of 
his/own countrymen. He has given full warning to this 
country, both in .public and in private, of the ruinous confe- 
quences of the me&fures which have been adopted. The pru- 
dence rf his advice, and prophetic warnings to this country, 
ftand upon record; he gave them publicly at your bar in tie 
year 1766; he gave a moff material helping hand towards the 
reftoratioQ of .peace in thjtt -happy year.; if his advice had 
been .followed in .the fubfecrue&t raeafures, we fttould not now 
be dipped in blood. I will, with permiffion, read to the 
Hfoufe a letter which I reoeived from him in the year 1775, 
at .a time when we were all fellow-fubje&s together, and be- 
fara that fatal prohibitory ad, by which you caft your colo- 
nies out from your protection. I did read it to you in my place, 
within ,a few days after' I received it; but you were then- 
confident of having America under your feet, and defpifed 
every .proportion recommending peace and lenient meafures* 
The letter is as follows : 

Philadelphia, O&ober 3, 1775. 
" I wife asearneftly as you can do for peace, and mould 
t' rejoice exceedingly to co-operate with you for that end £ 
*^ ibaoticvery fhip from Great-Britain brings-forae intelligence 
•" of new^ meafures that tend more to exafperate ; and it 
** feefiis td me, that until you have found, by dear experi- 
4 ence, the reducing us by force impracticable, you will 
M think of nothing fair or reafonable. We have, as yet, 
:" only refolved on defenfive meafures. If you would recall 
»*' your forces, and ftay at home, we ihonld meditate nothing 
." againft you. A little time fo given for cooling on both 
■" fides, might have excellent effe&s. But you will goad and 
*' provoke us ; you defpife us too much ; and you are infen- 
* c ible of the Italian adage, That there is no little enemy. I 
*' amperfuaded the body of the Britifti people are our friends ; 
y but they ape changeable,, and by your lying gazettes 
. ■. R % fi may 
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" mav fdon be made our crjemies* Our refpeft for them 
" Will proportionably diminifh ; and I fee clearly we are on 
" the high-road towards perj>etual enmity, hatred, and dc- 
" teftation. A fepaiation will of courfe be inevitable, *Tis 
" a million of pities fo fair a plan as we have been engaged 
" io» for encreafing ftrength and empire with public felicity, 
u fhould be deftroyed by the mangling hands of blundering 
" minifters. It will not be deftroyed, God will protect 
" and profper it. You will only exclude yourfelvcs from 
u any (hare in it. We hear, more troops and (hips are 
u coming oat. We know you may do us a great deal of 
" mifchief ; but we are determined to bear it ; patiently as 
<c Ion? as we can ; but if you flatter yourfclves with beating 
<c us into fubmiffion, you know neither the people nor the 
<c country. The Congrcfs is ftili fitting, and will wait the 
" rcfult of their laji petition." 

And what was the refuit of thia laji petition ? His Ma-* 
. jefty was advifed by his minifters, fatally for the honour, in- 
tereft, and juftice of this country, to fay, that no anfwer 
fhould be given. What then was there left for the Americans, 
but to take ur arms in their own defence, when their peti- 
tions were reje&ed unheard, and the whole force of -this coun- 
try, and all the mercenary forces of Europe, were fent to in* 
vade them ? 

I have often faid in this Houfe, and I muft repeat it, that I 
fhall never call thefe men rebels, nor their caufe rebellion* 
but a juftifiable refiftance. You cannot look into your own 
bill of rights, but you will fee a formal recognition of the 
right of refinance in the fubjeft. When the' liberties and 
privileges of a Britifh fubjeft are invaded, «and his petitions 
rejected, every fuch fubjeft has a right to the ufe of arms in 
his own defence. So fays the aft which is declaratory of the 
rights of the Britilh conititution, and the corner-ftonc of aU 
« the liberties which, we enjoy in this country. A3, in my 
opinion, upon thefe constitutional principles, the refiftance tfi 
tlie beginning of thefe troubles was juftifiable on the part of 
the Americans, who were then our fellow-fubjefts ; 1 muft 
now, upon the fame principles, confider our perfeverance as 
the continuation of an unjuft war on our part, againft them* 
And what have you got by this war ? You have sained no- 
thing, but you have loft thirteen provinces. It is to thofe 
minifters, who have iyftematically invaded their rights, and 
rejected all their petitions, that you are indebted for this \ob ; 
they have fummed up all their pernicious meafurct in this laft 
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fatal aft, of advifing the King to rejeft unheard the united pe- 
tition of all the American cdonies. That man has much to 
aniwer for to this country, who . advifed that fatal meafure; 
and I hope thfr time will come, when this Houfe will addrcfk 
tlic King- to know who did advife it. It was done juft upon 
theevfcof the acceffion to office, of the noble Lord who is 
now at the head of the American department. I do not 
charge it upon him, becaufe-I have no fpecific grounds for , 

fuch a charge; but thus much I am free to fay, that. the fpirit 
of fuch a meafure is more conformable to the fyftem which 
has been followed fince his acceffion to office, than to the fy- 
ftem which prevailed before, and which was fet afide to malce 
way for him. Of another fa£t, however, -we are well af- 
fured, ao3 of the author and advifer. Since the noble Lord 
at the head of the American department came into office, his 
Majcfty has been advifed not to lay the leaft fcrap of infor- 
mation before the Houfe. Before that time we had fome in* 
formation from the correfpondence of the plantation-office' 
laid before us. That information was partial indeed, and 
garbled; but now the tainifter holds up his head in a 
haughtier ftile ; he does notcondefcend to take the leaft no- 
tice of Parliament, or to give us the leaft (crap of informa- 
tion. We know that he is refponfible, and that by fecreting 
all information, he takes a great rifejueof refponfibility upon 
himfclf: but what is the confideratibn 6f a private perfon to 
the great interefts of the whole ftate at large ? If he (hall ever 
be found to have fecreted information from Parliament, which 
might have guided the counfels of this Houfe to other mea- 
fures, the relponfibility of a private man can be no adequate 
recompence to his country, for having led them blindfold to 
ruin. 

What then is there left for us to do in this difaftrous ftate 
of things ? Indeed, Sir, I can hardly fee one ray of hope 
You would not hearken to advice in time. You would not 
offer ao^ conditional terms of fubmiffion to your colonies. 
You gave them no alternative, but independence, or pneondi- 
tional fubmiffion. They are now in poiTeffion of indepen- 
dence, and you cannot wreft it from them. Sir, you know 
my fentiments upon this matter of independence ; I have 
hid them before the Houfe upon former occafiont. I con- 
fefs, that I do not fee the horrors attending the legiflative in- 
dependence of your colonies, that many perfons do. If I 
could flatter myfelf, that the Houfe would confent patiently 
1 to hear fuch a propofitioa debated, I think their terrors would - 
1 a . vanifti; 
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vanUh ; aad after ail, yon cannot hdp ysnvfefaes* There* 
« >iSo witikan in declaring a thing inadmiffible, that ccrtainlr 

. muft and Arifl come to pafs. • If the Hanfe would lend a fa- 
vourable ear to filch, a propoikion, I ifcooUi qnnceive a ray 
nf hope, that things might Ailt end well. 

I have in my hand a proportion, which I .scad to 
tfae Houfc laft year, drawn up in die fliatpe of a pcopofed 

1 addrds to the King. Perhaps a cooler ceffe&son, and 
the ooarfc of events which have lately happened, and 
the pne&at ftate of your aftairs, may induce the Houle 
to lend a tolerating ear. I will, with their neraulfion (as 
they feem not unwilling to hearken at lean:) repeat fuch 
pares nf that prapofed addneft, as contain, the arguments for 
the kgifladve independence of America* if iwb» permitted, 
I woald i*eaonKitend 'to die Hanfe to iay fentintents before 
the King to the following effefit — That all good govern- 
ment is eftabliihedfor the firfety and .content of ihe people, 

' as texprdfcd hy the general voice and oommoa confent trf the 
member* of any cammnnhy ; and chat whatever fupenoitend- 
kigipower^or oomvoal *a parent ftate may he iatitlei tp, in the 
kriancy of -any-coJooy, as fbrthe caramon gopd.otf any iuch 
colony in its infancy, yet that ithe ultimate end of dhecdani- 
pition i«, and ouejht to be, to cftablifh kinnmd and deriva- i 
tive communities into perfe& focipties, in the fullnefe of po- 
pulation, fettlement, profperity and power. Thefe princi- 
ples are not only founded in the nature of mankind, hut are 
pecuhady applicable to our own colomfts, who (carried out 
with them, into their foreign fetrtlements, the tfeeds of the 
Uritifh .coriftitution, which we flatter aiu&taes to he the 
happieft and rnoft fcee in the worjd. T>hde«cok>nies, under 
the aufpicious and* friendly eye of the parent ftate, have at 
length out-grown the imbecilities of their infant ftate, and 
approach to t?he Tnattrritr xaf fettlemont and .population, and 
all ahe art* of life ; and thereby are beoome<eaptlHle of that 
glorious 'inheritance of perfefl: freedom, •which aheir parent 
ftofee hte in former times refcocd eut of the hands £>f tyrants, 
witfh a view to aflert it for the common good and ufe of man- 
kind, and particularly to tranfmit it enure to their own de- 
fendants. A««no country can arrive at it€ full perfection, 
whik k is-ootrfined in the powers of a free legislation respect- 
ing the concerns of i«s own 'internal policy ; and as the tran- 
sition of colonies £rom»tI*e oontronl of a-diftant paaem-ftate, 
to *\w ablolirte pofifrflton, 'in full right, »of all 4hek legrfiative 
powers, mitfl inevitably (at a certain <pesiocl of -oonnnxion 
i ■• • - between 
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between the parent ftate and its colonics) difturb, or at leaft 
for a time fufpend, the harmony of afFe&ion and mutual cor- 
refpondence of intcfefts; and as the courfe of the prefent 
difputes between Great Britain and her colonies, has led to 
that dangerous, point of contention, which being originally 
inherent in the relation of parent ftate and colony, now fhews 
itfelf fo ferious in its afpe£i;, as perhaps to threaten, if not 
amicably adjufted, the ruin of one or both countries; your 
Commons therefore think it wife and prudent, to follow the 
apparently natural and unavoidable courfe of thing ; and to 
beftow u{X>n the colpnies an entire freedom of their lcgillative 
powers within themfelves ; hoping thereby ,to lay a founda- 
tion, for a perpetual and indiflbluble bond of affeftion and al- 
liance, in every refpeft as beneficial to both countries, as the 
connexion which has hitherto fubfifted between them, in the 
mutual relation of parent ftate and colony ; and with this ad- 
ditional hope of permanence, that, according to all human 
prudence, fuch connexions, in which there is no latent prin- 
ciple of future difcord, may be trufted and relied upon, for 
the cordial reftoration of peace, and for all the bleffings of 
reconciliation between this country, and the offspring of its. 
own liberty, formed in the oerfeft refemblance of its own 
conftitution, and tranfplantea into the new world of Ame- 
rica. Your faithful Commons therefore humbly befcech 
your Majefty, to order an immediate fufpenfion of hoftilities 
an America, for the fake of preventing any farther effufion 
of blood ; and to concur with your Parliament upon the 
ground-work of the foregoing principles and confederations, 
in laying a foundation for reconcilement and perpetual peace 
between this country and America. 

To this proportion, Sir, I would annex, as the concomi- 
tant condition on the other fide, a compact of trade to be ob^ 
ferved by the Americans, fimilar to that which fubfifted be- 
tween the two countries Uefore the rupture. Upon the. ad - 
million of thefe combined propoiitions, I would propofe tq 
proceed upon them as fundamentals, in the negotiation of a 
perpetual fcederal alliance in all its diftributive parts. 

Sir, I fhouldonce more afk your pardon for having given 
you and the Houle fo much trouble. I am very fenfible of 
their goodnefs and indulgence. The refult of every argu- 
ment that I have ever offered to the Houfe upoji American 
fubjefts has been, by fome caft or other, to feek the praftica- ' 
ble means of reftoring peace. It is, and ever, will be the fole 
pbjeft of 3II my anxiety aqcl labour) in the public caufe. 

I \yill 
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I will now read to the Houfe the fevcral motions which I 
have to offer, as they Hand in order. 

That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the farther pro- 
secution of the American war mnft be attended with an enor- 
mous expence. 

Thatit is the opinion of this Houfe, that the ex^ences of 
another campaign in the year 1778, added to the expences 
already incurred in the American war, may probably amount 
to a fum not lefs than between 30 and 40 millions Jkrling, 
which muft create an alarming increafe of the principal and 
intereft of the national debt ; and muft require many ad- 
ditional heavy and burdenfome taxes, land-taxes, as well as 
other .taxes, upon theBritilh fubjefts to defray. - 

That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the farther profc- 
cution of the American war muft be deftruftiveof the naviga- 
tion, commerce, riches and reiburces of this country, as well as 
of the lives of his Majefty's fubjects ; and that it will leave us 
in an exhaufted ftate, with our land, and fea forces at the 
diftance of three thoufand miles, open to the infults or at- 
tack of any fecret or infidious enemy to this country. 

That it is the Opinion of this Houfe, that it is unbecoming 
the wifdom and prudence of Parliament, to proceed any iar- 
\ ther in the fupport of this fruitlefs, expenfive and deftru&ive 
war^ more efpecially without any fpecific terms of accommo- 
dation declared. 
Li. tivtb, Xord North objeftcd to the motions, becaufe he (aid, thejr 
were out of time, and improper. He never h<jard fuch mo- 
tions made in a Houfe; they were proper for a Committee. 
As to the firft, he faid, no one could objeft to it. He him- 
felf confefled, that it muft be attended with enormous ex- 
pence, but that it was impoflible forjthe Houfe, in his opi- 
nion, to decide on the next, before the day of general dif- 
cuffion, when they had every fa& before them, and could be 
able to determine with propriety. ' 

Mr. Burkt. Mr. Burke rofe, and here a fort of bye-battle commenced 
between him and Lord Lifburne, on a paflage in the lift 
Gazette, where General Vaughan fays, he went to Efopus, 
4t becaufe it was a nurfery for every villain in the country, 
. and when he arrived there, they fired from the windows at 
his men, which brought him to the neceflity of reducing the 
place to afhes/' Mr. Burke faid, this paffagc was obicure, 
and that he faw nd fufficient rcafon for burning the town. 
JLord Lifburne, in private, conferred with him upon it ; when 
be told the noble Lord, he faw no good reaforj th*t Genera} 
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'Vaughan had for going to Efopus at all. The conteft conti- 
nued until 

Sir George Savile faid, he wifhed to bring back the atten- $u Onrp 
tion of the Houfe to the queftion, and affured the treafury- •&«"*'• 
bench, he would alio pay them in good time, a very proper 
attention. After which, he insinuated fomcthing of im- 
peachments, adding, that vhough the people of England were 
iometimes apt to be mild, they were at other times as apt to 
be in great heat. He faid, he agreed with his honourable 
friend, whofe calculations and labours he highly compli- 
mented, but he was not for treating with America as an inde- 
pendent ftate. 

Governor Johnflone faid, he would take occafion from the Coroner 
draught of the addrefs, which Mr. Hartley opened in his J+tf 9 *** 
ipeech to the Houfe, to give to the Houfe his opinion 
of the ground on which any peace with the colonies 
fhould be made. He compared the rights, and constitu- 
tion of which the colonies were, by law, in poffeffion, to a 
copyhold right, held from the original pofleflbr, who had 
the freehold, but a copyhold of defined and unimpeachable 
rights, fubjeft, however, to the condition of the tenure. By 
fo much as this fort of rights (however it became fo) was infe- 
rior to a freehold, by fo much more we were bound to guard 
and maintain thefe Tights of theirsunder our protection. If we 
invaded them, we thereby gav^ them a right to enquire, by 
what original right we afiumed, that the tenure and their 
rights and pofliffion were of this inferior nature. We gave 
them a right to refill and to rebel. He could not therefore, 
he faid, adopt the ideas of Mr. Hartley, at leaft in the form in 
which they were contained in the draught of the addrefs, as 
it put the colonies on the ground of independence. Though 
he fhould always maintain the rights of the Americans, as 
colonifts, yet he never could adopt the idea of their indepen- 
dence* He always thought the letting the colonies loofe, to 
be a dangerous meafure. 

Mr. Burke faid, he thought [here he was called to order by Mr. Burkt. 
Colonel Onflow,' who faid he had ipoken before, and that it 
was againft order to ^peak again ; but-the Houfe, almoft una- 
nimoufly called upon Mr, Burke to go on] It ought to be the ^ 

end of every plan of peace, to get the colonies as much fub- 
ordinate as \ve can keep them with their confent. But at the 
fame time, he difapprOved of thru laying down lines and mea~ 
fures, in matters which muft be determined as future events 
would permit us to aft. 
Vol, VIII. S Mr. 
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Mr. Ftx. Mr. Fox faid, as ib much had been faid about offering 
terrhs, and nothing as to the nature of thofe terms, he thought 
this would be a proper opportunity, as there would be no 
other before the Houfe adjourned, to give his opinion what 
the terms ought to be-— that he though we ought to give 
America perfeft fecurity on the fubjeft of taxation and her 
, charters— -that this would be the proper preliminary of a 
treaty, for that however the people whofe fpirits were 
warmeft in America might look upon independence, yet 
there were others who looked back to their old connexions 
^vith this country, and that this meafure would at leaft di- 
vide America. I would treat with them on the very topic 
whether they fhould be independent or not ; but my wifh is, 
that America may remain dependent upon this country. I 
am no friend to tuc independence of America ; neverthelefs, 
if no better teriqs can be had, I would treat with them as 
allies. They might be good and ufeful allies, nor do I 
fear the confequence of their independence. 

cL2?^ P Sir fVU,wn Gordon recommended coercive meafures ; fco- 

dno treaty whatever would be commenced, until America 
! laid afide her claim of independence. 
GqIObJJmo. Colonel On/hw clofed the debate ; and the queftion being 
feverally put upon Mr. Hartley's motions, they were all ne- 
gatived without a divifion. The Houfe was up at tea 
o'clock. 

December 6. 
No debate. Adjourned to December 10. 

December 10. 

As fo'on as the members had taken their places, Mr. 

Mr. r. T f Townfeend begged that the minifter [the noble Lord in 

fmnfiend. fa y ue ribbonj or fome of his friends, would rife and fay, 

if the report or an adjournment to take place that evening 

was true, and that it was to be till the 20th of January. 

He afked the queftion thus early, that gentlemen might be 

informed of what was intended, He referved himfelf to 

offer his reafons why the adjourntnent to a remote day would 

be improper when the queftion fhould come t>efore the 

Houfe, "- 

U, Nmk, Lord North faid, he had heard (uch a motion was intended 

to be made, as foon as the order of tfye day fhould be dif~ 

pofed of. 

Mr, WWw, Mr, TPllkes. I chofe from motives of policy to delay tfo 

motion, which; I mean now tofubmit to the Houfe, till the 

tftablilhments both of the navy and army for the enfuing 
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rr were compleated. After fuch prodigious preparations 
war, after every fingle article, which the minifters have 
alked, has been granted, and we are armed at every point 
for the vigorous proffceution of hoftilities, wc may with 
more appearance of dignity hold out propofitions for peace. 
This Houfe, Sir, has voted 6o,ooo teamen* including near 
12,000 marines, above ao,ooo efleftSve landmen, commif- 
fion and non-commiffion officers included, for guards, gar- ' 
rifons, and the forces to be kept up in Great Britain, Jerfey 
and Guernfey. We have befides in our pay five battalions of 
Hanoverians, actually in garrifon, to the eternal reproach of 
England, at Gibraltar and Minorca ; the various troops of 
Hefle Cafiel, Hanau, Waldeck, Brunfwick, Brandebourgh, 
Anfpach, and Anhalt-Zerbft, amounting to above 69,000 
of thofe mercenaries : in all, a land army of more than 
89,000 men. This Houfe has not yet been aflembled three 
weeks, and we have already voted away of the people's mo- 
ney no left a fum than 8,643,0001. I believe this is only 
the fixteenth day fincc the opening of the fetiion. Every 
day of the prefent feffionthen has, on an average, coft the 
people above 500,000!. What a relief to their fears, Sir, 
will be the adjournment which minifters have juft men- 
tioned, for near fix weeks ? How much will it augment the 
feftivity of the feafon ! Vet, I fear, Sir, it is a mere tem- 
porary relief. Do not minifters only retire to return with 
redoubled fury, to lay frefh burthens and inrtfJofitions on 
this exhauftcd nation ? 

Amidft allthefe amazing preparations for war, fcarcely a 
thought, or a figh for peace, feems to intrude upon, or 
efcape, any one of our minifters. What fingle ftep 
has been taken by adminift ration to put an end to this rui- 
nous war, and to prevent the farther effufion of human 
blood ? A noble Lord [Marquis of Granby] on this fide 
of the Houfe, who is the worthy heir of the patriotic vir- 
tues of an illuftrious father, propofed on the fixft day of this 
feffion an immediate ceffation of arms, but the propofition 
was rejc&cd by a great majority. Scarcely a hint of a wifh 
for peace has been made by any member of adminiftration* 
I will not, however, Sir, be dispirited. Some late events. 
unknown to the Houfe at that time, may induce the moft 
violent to liften to thofe healing meafures, which in the in- 
folence of our imagined triumphs, we Teje&ed with difdain. 
The preliminary of peace, which I (hall take the liberty 
at fubwitting to the Houfe, ftrikes at the root of the evil, 

S a the 
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the" confefed caufe and origin of the American war. I 
mean, Sir, the right of taxation, which is enafted in the 
declaratory aft, the repeal of which I (hall preiently move. 
I believe, Sir according to the forms of the Houfe, I rnufttirft 
defire the Clei;k to read the aft. It is the 6th of the King, 
chapter the lath. [The Clerk reads.] " To make laws to 
bind the colonies and people of America in all cafes what- 
soever." I believe, Sir, this is the (horteft compendium 
of flavery ever given. It is the broaded bafis of tyranny. 
" in all cafes whatfoever !" Therefore in taxation. Three 
millions of freemen to be {axed at the arbitrary will and 
pleafure of this Houfe ; without a fingle perfon to represent 
them, or to controul the expenditure of their money ! If 
the Americans could tamely fubmit to this, they would de- 
fcrve to be flaves. They ought to be more contemned than 
the Capppadbcians of infamous memory, who refufed the 
liberty which was offered them by the Romans. If we can 
take a part of their property without their confent, we can 
take the whole. It is impoffible to draw the line. This 
Houfe might vote away the whole property of America 
without the confent of one man on that vaft continent. The 
very fuppofition is not only repugnant to every idea of the 
common rights of mankind, but " it is againft the franchi- 
fes of the land for freemen to be taxed but by their confent 
in Parliament," as Lord Coke declares. We know by the 
law of England, that the Proteftant fubjefts of our colonies 
in America are intitled to all the liberties, privileges, and 
immunities of the natural-born fubjefts of this kingdom. 
The next ftep to taxation naturally follows. Miniftcrs 
might apply an American revenue to the advancement of 
tbier own profligate plans, perhaps to the fame bafe purpo- 
fes as the taxes levied among us, to die augmentation of an 
enormous civil lift, to increafe the overgrown influence of 
tjie crown, and corrupt the reprefentatives of the people. 
Without this taxation we have experienced that the whole 

froduce of American induftry centered in Great Britain, 
do not intend. Sir, to go into a difquifitiou of the ftalc 
queftion of taxation and reprelentation, nor the wretched 
nonlenfe of virtual reprelentation here of three millions of 
our American fubjefts. I remember once befqre to have 
fully argued thofe queftions. I fhall now confine myfelf to 
the repeal of the declaratory aft, and the other afts -injurious 
to the freedom of America. Without this repeal we cannot, 
Iamfatisfied, have peace, nor 1 believe would the Amerir 
1 cans 
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cans treat with you on any other terms. They proceeded at 
the beginning with wonderful temper and moderation ; but 
at laft they fummed up all their injuries as comprifed in die 
declaratory aft, which they reprobated with fpirit. While 
this aft remains in the ftatute book, you never can think of 
any negotiation with the Congrefs. The firft Congrefs, 
which met in 1774. afted with calm dignity and prudence, 
with moderation and magnanimity. They did not direftly 
attack the declaratory aft. They knew it had palled in an 
adminiftration compofed of men, who declared themfelves 
friends to American freedom, and had aftually repealed the 
ftamp aft. They confidered it as a Brutum fulmen on the 
part of this country. They dutifully folicited the repeal of 
the Bofton port bill, the Maffachufet's charter bill, that 
monfter of defpotii'm and popery, the Quebec aft, but 
they pafled over in fileace the declaratory aft. Yet, Sir, 
altho' no exprefs mention was made of that aft, they put in 
the ftrongeft proteft againft the claim or exercife of any 
fuch powers in their very firft refolution. It is of Oftober 
14, 1774. " The inhabitants of the Englifh colonies in 
North America, by the immutable laws of nature, the prin<* 
ciplcs of the Englifh conftitution, and the fevcral charters 
orcompafts, have the following rights. Refolvcd, nemine - 
contradicente, that they are, in titled to life, liberty, and pro- 
perty, and they have never ceded to any fovereign power 
whatever, a right to difpofe of either without their confent." 
In the year following the fecond Congrefs, finding all 
their endeavours here for a redrefs of their grievances in- 
effectual, thought it neceffary to hold out a kind of ultima* 
tion to this country, and to fpeak the plain, full, manly 
language of injured freemen. In a " declaration by the 
reprcfentatives of the united colonies of North America, 
now met in Congrefs, at Philadelphia, fetting forth the 
caufes and neceffity of their taking up arms," July 6, 1775, 
it is faid, " We for ten years inceflantly and ineffeftually 
befieged the thrpne'as iupplicants ; we reafoned, we remon- 
ftrated with Parliament in the moft mild and decent lan- 
guage ; Parliament have undertaken to give and grant our 
money without our confertf, tho' we have ever exercifed an 
exelirfive right to difpofe of our own property, &c &c. &c. 
But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in detail ) By 
one ftatute it is declared, that Parliament can of right make 
laws to bind us in all cafes whatfoever. What is to defend 
us againft fo enormous, fo unlimited a power i Not a fin- 
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glc man of thofe who aflame it, ischofen by n* ; or if fob- 
jcft to our controul or influence ; but on the contrary, they 
are all of them exempt from the operation of fuch laws, and 
an American revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfible 
purpo&s for which it is raifed, would actually lighten their 
own burthens in proportion as they encreafe ours/' This 
one ftatutc,. the declaratory aft, is the fountain, from whence 
not only waters of bitternefs, but rivers of blood, have 
flowed. 

I ought, Sir, in juftice to the Congrefs, to take notice, 
that even after this they prefented a moft humble and duti- 
ful petition to the King* From the ill-judged reply of the 
American fecretary, that no anfwer would be given, I ftip- 
pofe every idea of obtaining a redrefs of their numerous 
grievances vanifhed. Yet in this very declaration they fay, 
" We fhall lay down our arms, when hoftilities fhali ceafe 
on the part of the aggreffors, and all danger of their being 
• renewed (hall be removed, and not before." I will venture, 
Sir, to do this much-injured body of men juftice on another 
fubjeft againft the falfe and malevolent aflertion's of the no- 
ble Lord [Lord George Germaine] at the head of the Ame- 
rican department. His Lordfhip declared to us, in cxprefr 
terms, that the Congrefs had endeavoured to engage the In- 
dian favages in their fervice, and would have employed them 
in the war. It is well known in what manner they muft al- 
ways be employed, not in the ufe of the fword and bayonet, 
of which they are ignorant, but the fcalping knife and to- 
mahawk, in which they are expert. In this manner they 
have been employed by General Burgoyne. The Congrefs, 
Sir, in the true heroic fpirit of bravery, which mercy al- 
ways accompanies, reprobated the idea of torture and cru- 
elty. They determined on fair, honourable war, unftained 
by murder or maflacre.' I will convict his Lordfhip on the 
fulleft evidence of the grofleft impofition on this Hopfe, and 
of a violation of truth. The journal of the Congrefi, Sir, 
both that of 1774 and 1775,- has been as regularly publifhed 
to the world as the votes of the Houfe of Commons are by 
you, Mr. Speaker. In that journal ofjune 30, 1775* * 
find the following words : " Refolved, That the committee 
for Indian affairs do prepare proper talks to the feveral tribes 
of Indians, for engaging the continuance of their friendfhip 
to us, and neutrality in our prefent unhappy difpute with 
Great Britain." This* was, Sir, after the provocations of 
the repeated flaughtsr of their friends at Lexington, Con- 
cord, 
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cord, and BunkerVHill. But, Sir, although the Congrefc 
rcfuled to aflc the barbarous aid of the Savages, the King's 
General moft readily and with eagernefs employed them. 
He boafts of it in his proclamation of laft June. No man, 
Sir, who has read that proclamation, and Major-General 
Gates's letter, will (hed the tear of pity over the misfortunes 
of Mr. Burgoyne. Major-General Gates fays, in his letter 
of Auguft 28th, to Mr. Prefident Hancock, " the horrid 
murders and fcalpings, paid for and encouraged by JLieute- 
nant-General Burgoyne, previous to his defeat at Benning- 
ton, will for ever ftain the honour of the JJritifh arms - ■ ■ l a 
one houfc the parents with fix children were moft cruelly 
butchered." Is this, Sir, the mercy of the King, which Ge- 
neral Burgoyne in his proclamation fays, " his Majefty's nu- 
merous armies and fleets in every quarter of America were to 
difplay, as well as his cower and jufticc ?" He fucceeded to 
irritate, not to intimidate, his enemies. But, Sir, although 
I do not feel the leaft fparkof compaffion'for the fate of Mr. 
Burgoyne, I .truly commifcrate the fituation of the troops 
with him, I regret the lofs of the brave fbldiers, who pe- 
rifhed in the aSiori, and I pity thofe who furvive. I am 
fomr 800 valiant Englifh and Germans were killed in a bad 
caufe, in fighting againft the beft conftitution on earth. 
Sir, it was inferibed on.thc tombs of the three hundred Spar- 
tans, who at Thermopylae devoted themfdves to a glorious 
death for the liberties of Greece, " Paffenger, go tell at 
Sparta, that we died for having obeyed her holy laws." It 
ought to fye engraven on the tombs of the eight hundred, who 
fell in the late aftion, " Paffenger, go tell in England, that 
we dieci for having violated her holy conftitution ;" for fuch 
in my. opinion is the cafe of every man, who has in this civil 
war drawn his fwofd againft our' brethren in America, and 
perifhed in the conflift. The fituation, Sir, of thofe who 
furvive, is to be commifcrated, not fo much for the calamities 
which they have fuffered, brought on by thcmfelves, as for 
the loft or honour, which, we are rijhtry informed, has ac- 
companied the circumftances of their defeat and furrender. 
The terms of the capitulation for General Burgoyne, and tha 
veteran troops under his command, are ftated to be, delivering 
upuheir arms, being permitted without moleftation, to em- 
bark for Europe, and not lerving againft the Americans dur- 
ing the war. They have then put themfelves hors de combat. 
They have agreed no more to face thefe cowardly Americans. 
They confent n9* to jneafure fwords with their conquerors 
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during the war ; not to make a fingle effort to recover their 
loft laurels. If they had furrendercd prifoners of war, they 
might have been exchanged, and the fortune of war crowned 
them with future viftories. That chance they have given up, 
as well as their arms. We have now fcarcely a fingle com- 
pany of foot in arms in all the Northern colonies, except 
Canada. The Englifli at the battles of Prefton Pans and 
Falkirk, fuffered two moft ignominious defeats. There wa9 
however, no capitulation that the vanquifhed troops fnould 
not ferve againft the fame enemies during the remainder of 
the war. At Culloden they wafhed away the foul ftain of 
that national difgrace in the blood of thofe perjured Scotch 
rebels againft a mild prince, and an equal fyftemof laws. It 
is, Sir, very remarkable, that the fame men, who ftiled the 
Scottifli rebels at that time infurgents,now call the Ameri- 
can infurgents by the name of rebels. I will never, Sir, 
adopt the appellation. I think, Sir, the Americans are 
fighting in a good caufe for the defence of their juft privileges, 
and chartered, as well as innate, rights. I am fare the 
proudeft and moft defpotic court in Europe, that of Vienna, 
would not have treated their fubjefts in the manner this 
court has treated the Americans, as rebels. When the pre- 
fent Emprefs Queen, then only Queen of Hungary, fucceeded 
her father, the Emperor Charles VI. in 1740, ftiefecured the 
affe&ions of her Hungarian fubje&s, by readily taking the 
old oath of thefovcreigns of that country eftabliflied in 1222. 
The greateft genius of Europe gives it at full length :f " If I, 
or any of my iucceflbrs, at any time, fhould attempt to in- 
fringe your privileges, you, and your pofterity, are permitted, 
by virtue of this promife, to defend yourfelves, without being 
liable to be treated as rebels," If her anceftors had been as 
wife,' the Houfe of Auftria would never have loft Switzerland, 
which they did by opprejfioo. The American?, Sir, I think, 
are defending the privileges of every fubjeft of the Britifh 




1 222. " Si moi ou quelques tint de me* fucceffeure, en quelque temt 
que ce foit, veut enfraindre vos privileges, qu'HVous foir, permis en 
vertu de cette promefle, a vout et a vot defcendans, de vouc de* 
fendre, fans pouvoir etre traite* de rebelles." In the margin Vol* 
taire fays, •* Scrment (ingulier et qui ne devait pas rctre.]* 

Voltaire Siecle de Louis XIV. t. j.* p. 42^. 
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empire. If this country did juftice to the fame fpint of free- 
dom in thern, which' we applaud in our ancfcfto^s, we fhould 
• .admire their heroifm, and repeal all thole afts, which are 
really odiotis badges of ilavery. particularly the Declaratory 
Aft, which is an invafion of the peopled rights. Till we do 
that, we can have nd rational hope of any reconciliation* 
The defperate fituatiori of our affairs from the variety of cir* 
coinftances, which have beeri flatdd, and the Jate ft|rren4er of 
a whole army, proves the abfolute heceffity of tcfminatihg 
this bloody civil war, this favage general Indian rhaiTacre; 

The Declaratory Aft, whidh we had no right to p&fSj will 
6evcr be fubmitted to by th> freemen on the other fide the 
Atlantlck* The fpirit of it is hoftile in the extreme toll- 
berty. " To bind the fubjeft in all cafes whatfoever !*' It is a 
charter of flavery. I deny the principle of this aft as much 
it home as in America, We ridicttkfufiy bewilder ourfelves 
with frantic, high-flown expreffibns of the omnipotence of 
Parliament. The gentleft natures are too fond of power, 
although they do notabufe it. There are manv things which 
parliament cannot do. We cannot, vote ourfelves perpetual, • 
We cannot fill up our Own vacancies, as the late Houfe of 
Commons indeed did "in the cafe of the Middlefex eleftion, 
but all good men abhorred the ufurpation. We are merely a 
Relegated poWcr from the people, and in that capacity only a 
third part of the legiflature. ' We cannot then furrender 
their inare of power, by whofe favour alone we acquire the ' 
fight of giving any vote in this Houfe. It would be trea- 
chery and rebellion in the fervant againft the matter* Can 
we, Sif, repeal Magna Charta ? Has this Houfe the power 
to eftablifh the Mahometan religion ? Government is only a 
truft from the people for their good, and in feveral inftances, 
fo far from poffefling an abfolut* power, We muft acknowledge 
we have no power at all. I will never admit arbitrary power 
to be lodged in any man, or body of men. Many things are 
fo clofely Woven in with the conftitution, like the trial by 
jury, they cannot be feparated, unlefs the body of the people 
exprefsly declare otherwife, .after free and full confide rat ion. 
There are fundiamental, unalienable rights, land-marks of 
the conftitution, which Cannot be removed. The omnipo- 
tence of Parliament therefore/ which is contended for, fcems 
to me a falfe and dangerous doftrine. 

I have great reverence, Sir, for the memory of that Whig 
administration, which paffed the Declaratory Aft. I fpeak 
as a public man. 1 honour them for their fpiriteJ refoiutions 
Vol, VIII. - T againft 
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^jalnft general warrants, and the feizure of papers, by which 
the perfonal liberty of the fubjeft, and the mod important 
fecrets of life were rendered facred and inviolable, I highly 
applaud the turning the excifeman out of private houfes by 
' the repeal of the cyder-tax. The negotiation for the Ma- 
nilla ranfom, which fo deeply interefted many of our bravcft 
men in the army and navy, revived under their aufpices, but 
alas ! after many faint and feeble efforts, it languifhed and 
Expired, Many excellent regulations of trade and commerce 
were made by them. But, air, I fhould have thought all 
their glories fullied by the paffing of this Declaratory Aft, 
x which enafts a claim of unlimited authority over the colo- 
nies, if I did not believe it was a kind of force on that admini- 
ftration, a kind of compromife for the repeal of the Stamp 
Aft, which had thrown the whole empire into convulfions. 
The Stamp Aft dught to have been repealed on principles of ju- 
ftice, not expediency. I was abroad at the time, and may have 
been mifinformed ; but if I am not, it was abfolutely neceflary 
to lay the ftorm, which raged with thegreateft fury, both here 
amongthe merchants, and in America. The repeal was warmly 
oppofed byfomeof the royal family, and the favourite in the 
Houfe of Lords, by his family and friends in both Houfes, by 
the whole cabinet, the Lords of the bed-chamber, and almoft 
all the King's and Queen's houfehold. Perhaps the repeal had 
not been carried but by the compromife of this Declaratory 
Aft, I am fatisfied that it was not meant to be afted upon. 
The new miniftry however in the fucceeding year built on 
this folid foundation of a right to taxation, which they found 
dlablifhed for them. They laid duties on tea, glafc, red 
and white lead, painters' colours, and other things. The 
Tjght had been determined, and the only objeftions which 
could be made, were the inexpediency and impolicy of its ex- 
ercife in thole inftances, and at that period. If I had been ia 
England, Sir, at that time, and in Parliament, I ftiould ftre- 
nuoufly have oppofed the principle of the Declaratory Aft ; 
but I was forced into a cruel exile and outlawry by the wic- 
hednels and injufticeof one adminiftration, and kept abroad by 
the tamenefs and timidity of another. I was persecuted with 
extreme rage and violence by a fet of men, who thought them- 
fclves injured, and abandoned by thofe I had effentially ferved, 
who before encouraged me, and approvcrd my conduft. I waa 
made their tea pe -goat, doofned to bear into the wildernefs the 
fins and iniquities of a great political party, when in oppofi- 
tton. Surely,* Sir, their iins and iniquities muft have been of 

a deep 
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*deep dye, and remain ftill unexpiated, , for ipfi aries warn 
nunc vtlltrnjkcat. %I would, Sir, in this great bufinefs of the 
repeal of the Declaratory Aft, perfuade myfelf that there is 
not an obftinacy of opinion, a tenacioufnefs of adhering to 
what we have once done, merely becaufe we have done it. It 
feents apparent, that we can have no peace till the accurfed 
thing is removed from our camp. From that happy moment 
I fttould hope the rude clamours of war would ceafe, and the 

Sntle voice of peace be heard. I truft therefore, in this our 
j of diftrefs and difgrace, in this time of confternation, 
there will be a perfeft union of fcntiment, an universal con- 
currence in this firft preliminary of peace; 

I have only mentioned, Sir, the repeal of the Declaratory 
Aft, but I mean afterwards to fubmit to the Houfe the repeai 
jof the whole fyftem of new ftatutes and regulations fince the 
year 1763. lfix on that period, becaufe the Congrefs com- 
plain of nothing prior to that aera. They have never hinted 
at a repeal of the Navigation Aft) nor any other ads before 
that year. In the petition of the Congrefs to the King, in 
Oftober 1774, they fay, «* from this deftruftive fyftem.of 
colony adminiftration, adopted lince the conclufion of the laft 
war, have flowed thofc diftrefles, dangers, fears and jealou- 
fies, that overwhelm your Majefty's dutiful colonies with af- 
fliction* and we defy our moft fubtle and inveterate enemies to 
trace the unhappy differences between Great Britain and 
thefe colonies from an earlier period, or from other caufes 
than we have affigned, &c. We prefent this petition only to 
obtain redrefs of grievances and relief from fears and jedou- 
fies, occafioned by the fyftem of ftatutes and regulations 
adopted fince the dole of die laft war/' In the fame year the 
Consreft declared to the people of Great Britain, "Placets in 
the wne fituation that we were at the dole of the laft war, and 
our former harmony will be reftored." Their language was 
exadly the fame in the following year, in their laft petition to 
the throne. They were alarmed by a new fyftem of ftatutes 
and regulations, adopted for the adminiftration of the colo- 
nics, that filled their minds with the moft painful fears and 
jealoufies." Here then, Sir, Great Britain is at ifiue with 
the colonies. Repeal thefe injurious afts, and the former ' 

harmony is reftored. We (hall hear no more of the fwojd 
and bayonet on one fide, nor the fcalping-knife and toma- 
hawk on the other. There will be no more effufion of human 
blood, no heart- piercing cries of whole families moft cruelly 
butchered, or expiring under tortures* 

T Z Iter, 
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I fear, 'Sir, that I have intruded too long oft the patiences 
frf the Houfe. I wifh not to tire gentlemen. I am fare I 
had rather hear any voice than my own within thefe walls j 
but I muft beg on this important bufiqefs a little farther in- 
dulgence, to give, as briefly as I can, a general account of the 
other afts, which I hope will be repealed. I begin with the 
Fourth of the King. From that period of this inaufpiciou* 
and inglorious reign, a regular and uniform fyftem of attack 
on the rjghti and privileges both of America and Great Bri- 
tain ha$ been, except during a (hort interval, invariably, por- 
fued, under the direftion, I believe, of the real miniftcr. We 
fhall now fee how it has operated in a variety of ads agaioft 
America. The fourth of the 'King, chap. 15. is ** an aft 
for granting certain duties in the Britifh colonies and planta- 
tions in America, &c. n Another aft of the fame year is 
phap. 34, " an aft to prevent paper bills of- credit, here- 
after to be iffued in any of his Majefty's colonies or planta- 
tions in America, from being declared to be a legal tender in 
payments of monevj &c. ? * in the following year the " aft 
to alter certain rates of poftage, ice J* In the fitfth of the 
King ? " an aft for repealing certain duties in the Britifh 
polonies and plantations, &c. and for granting other duties in- 
ftead thereof, ice J 9 The fnbfequent year teemed with *wq 
births fatal to American liberty. ' I mean the ** aft to enable 
his Majefty to put the cuftoms and other duties in the Britifh 
flominibns in America, &c. under the management of com- 
miffioners, &cc. v , I muft, however^ declare that I believe the 
idea of providing for nuinberlefs hungry dependants, who 
daily beietch and beiiege the mmifter, gave rife to this fta- 
tute. The other aft of the fame year, entitled, " an aft 
for granting certain duties in the Britifh colonies and planta T 
tions in America, &c," I fhallmove to be only in part re- 
pealed ; for fo much of it as relates to the duties upon glafs. 
red and white lead, painterV colours, paper, pafte-boards, mill- 
boards, and fcale-boards, is already repealed by the tenth of 
the King, chap. 17* Then, Sir, follows the aft in the 
eighth qf the King, entitled, u an aft for the more eafy and 
efteftual recovery of the penalties, ar$d forfeitures inflifted by 
the afts of Parliament, relating to the trade or revenues of 
the Britifh colonies and plantations, in America.** Thefe 
afts are objefted to, becaufe duties are impofed by them for 
the purpofe of railing a revenue in America, they take away 
fhe trial by jury, and extend the powers of the Admiralty - 
gourts beyond their ancient and legal jprifdiftion. The 
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twdfth of his Majefty, chap. 24, 1 propofe to repeal, becafife 
perfoos committing a variety of offences fpecified in the aft ' 
out of this realm, may be tried in any county within the realra« 
This is direftly contrary to the firft principles of the confti- 
tutioa, which rivet a right to a trial by a jury of the vicinage, 
who ar$ fuppoied beft to know the party. The fame objec- 
tion holds in full force againft the aft in 1774, entitled, 
" an aft for the impartial adminiftration of juftice in the 
cafes of perfons queftioned for any afts done by them in the 
execution of the law, or for the fijppreffion of riots and tu* 
jnults in the province of Maffactiufett's Bay, in New Eng- 
land." Another aft, in the fame year, chap. 45, takes away * 
tiie charter granted the inhabitants of Maffachufett's Bay, 
bv the glorious William III. The Quebec aft followed, 
w/iich totally annihilated the mild and equal fyftem of 
Ea^ilih laws, and eftabliflied French tyranny and the Romifh 
rc'.igwQ ia their moft abhorred extent. The Romifh clergy, 
by thefcid aft, may claim to hold, receive and enjoy their 
accunomed dnes and rights, and no perform profeffing the 
Roraiih religion is obliged to take the oath required by the 
ftaiute ii> the firft year of Queen Elizabeth. The mimfters 
of the eftabliflied church of England were, as ufual, totally 
Bcgkftcd by the Scottilh father of this bill, and even thofe 
or his own kirk in this inftaoce f Then follows the fweepiiHfc 
a& againft the whole thirteen provinces, entitled, " an aft 
to prohibit all trade and intercoqrfe with the colonies of Nevf 
Himpftire, Maffachufett's Bay, Rhode Iflapd, Cohnefticut, 
New York, New Jerfey , Penfy Jvania, the three Lower Coun- 
ties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, &c, ? * which trade and inter- 
courfe brought into Great Britain, commun'tbus annh, near two 
millions knnually. The laft aft* I fliall mention is worthy 
of completing, the black catalogue. It is the aft of the laft 
feifion, " to impower his Majefty to fecure and detain per- 
loas charged with, or fufpefted of, the crime qf high treafon, 
committed in any of his Majefty's colonies or plantations in 
America, or on the high feas, or t^e crime of piracy," which 
is now continued another year. It is fufficient to fay of this 
aft, that it fufpends the Habeas Corpus aft, which Judge 
Blackftone declares to be a fecond Magna Ciurta, and ftable 
bulwark of our liberties ; not very liable however, Sir, in 
this reign, no more than our liberties. There are befideg 
I thofe, which I have mentioned, three other afts complained 
of by our brethren iif America f The fy& is the jJofton port 
I & 
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aft in 1774. It was repealed in 1776* but the ftibftance tf 
it re-enafted in the fame general bill, the fixtetnth of the 
King, chap, 5/ The aft likewife " to rtftriin the trade 
. and commerce of the provinces of Maffachufett's Bay and 
New Hampftiire, &e," is exaftly in the fame predicament* 
It was repealed and re-enafted in the fame moment; Thf 
third aft alluded to, is for providing fili table quarters for of- 
ficers and foldiers in his Majefty's lervice in North America 
It paired in 1774, and expired at Lady-Day, 1776. Theft 
three afts I therefore omit. Perhaps I may have parted over 
feme other obnoxious ftatutes fince 1763; but I mean, Sir, 
topropofe the repeal of the whole fyftem of the late Amcri- 
. can ftatutes and regulations, without which it is my fixed opi- 
nion you can have no permanent tranquility, norjpeace in our 
time. I believe the repeal of thefe afts the neccflary founda- 
tion for a negotiation, if we are really in earneft to regain 
«ur colonies, not to abandon them, or exterminate their in- 
habitants. I would treat America as the lifter, not the fiib- 
jeft of England. Bologna in Italy is ftiled the Mer, not the 
fubjeft, of Rome. I remember that city has liberies in the 
firft quarter of her arms. I wifh it were in every quarter of 
Italy, of America, of the world. 

I was not prefent, Sir, in the Houfe laft Friday evening, 
but I have heard of a curious political race here at that time 
between twodiftinguifhed parties in the oppofition, as if the 
minifters were now fairly run down, and all that remained 
was to divide the fpoil. I was told of very dextrous manage- 
ment, of much cutting and (huffling, of propositions hinted 
at, on one fide of abandoning, the colonieson certain terms of 
advantage, on the other giving up forne rights and enforcing 
others with vigour. I have no connexion with either party, 
nor with any part of the ftate. Provoco ad fofulum will ever 
continue my motto. But may I venture, Sir, to 'give both 
thefe parties a hint or two ? I think that they need not quar- 
rel yet, for hitherto I fee no vacancy on the treafury-bench. 
Another thing I would juft mention. Both of them fhould 
a little attend to the opinion of our common mafter. Lord 
Hillfborough's circular letter to all the governors on the con- 
tinent and rflands, has been brought into this Houfe for va- 
rious purpofes. I (hall now make ufe of it to convince both 
parties, all parties, every gentleman, of the neceffity of a 
freed y reconciliation with our colonies, from the declared 
ferniracnts of our Sovereig . > hat lei e concludes, " His 
Majefty relies upon you* prudence and fidelity for fuch an 
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explanation of his meafures, as may tend to remove the preju- 
dices which have been excited by the mifreprefentations of 
thofc who are enemies to the peace and prolperity of Great 
Britain, and her colonies, and to re-eftaMifh that mutual confi- 
dence and affettion, upon which the glory and fafcty of the' 
Britifh empire depend." 

I believe, Sir, I have demonftrated to the Houfe, that mu- 
tual confidence and affeftion can never return between Great 
Britain and her colonies, till this Declaratory A&, the root of ' 
the evil, the foundation of this conteft, is done away. We 
are in a declining, and (hall foon be in a defperatg Rate, if 
this remedy is not immediately applied. I therefore think it 
my clear duty, not only for the glory, but the very fafety of 
the Britifh empire to move, " that leave be given to bring in 
a bill to repeal an ad, paffed in the 6th' year of his prcfent 
Majefty, intituled, an aft for the better fecuring the depen- 
dency of his Majefty-s ddminions in America upon the crown 
and Parliament of Great Britain.** 

Lord Beaucbamp defended the afts, fb ftrongly condemned, Lord Btm- 
in his opinion, upon little or no grounds, by the honourable champ 
gentleman. — He faid, the declaratory law became neceffary, 
when the ftamp aft was repealed. He would not, he faid, 
pretend to decide, whether the repeal was a wife or prudent 
meafure, or not ; but certainly die fovereignty of this coun- 
try would have been abandoned, if the Declaratory Aft had', 
not maintained it* It was the opinion which prevailed on 
every fide of the Houfe, a very few individuals excepted.. 
-The taw fras no new law; it was only: a declaration of what 
the law had been, and was, previous to its being paffed. The law 
was difputed; the true conftitutional connection between both 
countries controverted or denied ; Great Britain was there- 
fore called upon to make a declarative affertion of its antient 
indubitable claim, which was the fupremacy of itsJegifla- 
ture, and the dependency and civil fubordination of our colo- 
nies,— His Lordfhip adding, if any fuch propofition as that 
before the Houfe fhould become neceffary, now was not the 
proper time, the 2d of February being appointed a day of ge- 
neral enquiry, he fhould therefore put a negative upon the 
motion as premature, by moving the previous que ft ion. 

Lord North faid, he was for the previous queftion, for fe- w # JV«rt*. 
vcral reafons. His Lordfhip obferved, that the motion now 
moved by the honourable gentleman went only to a repeal of 
all the laws paffed refpefting America, fince 1763. Why 
confine it to fo fhort a period ? Why does not the honourable 
4 gentleman's 
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geptteman's motion go back to 1662 ? Why docs it not go 
the repeal of the Navigation Aft* the Poft-Officc Aflt, tk 
Slitting-mill and Hat-manufaftory Ac1s,the Aft for reftrain- 
ing the paper-currency of the colonies, and to ibme others of 
a like fort, which affert, as ftrongly and as roundly- as any 
fubfequent law, the fupreme power of this country, "to 
bind America in all cafes whatfoever^" and our power to tax 
them, at leaft fo far as may be neceffary to the regulation of 
their commerce, and the fecuring to us the monopoly of their 
trade. I can aJTure the honourable gentleman, that he is 
miftaken, if he thinks a partial repeal will content Arnerica : 
the Navigation, and every other reftriftive aft/muftfirft give 
way to their unreafonable demands ; and, with them, the i"o- 
vereignty of this country. He faid, the motion was unrea- 
sonable, and ill-timed, nor would he ever confent to a fimilar 
one, if there were not ftrong reafons to believe, that a repeal 
of thofe laws were the ( only impediment which ftood in the 
way of a return of our colonies to their antient ft ate of con- 
stitutional obedience and dependency. His Lordfhip an- 
fwered Mr. Wilkes, relative to his long diftinftions on Whig 
and Tory principles. He denied, that James the Second's 
cbnduft was juftified on Tory principles. The moderate 
Tories were lovers of law and legal liberty ; they proved it ; 
for when that infatuated monarch endeavoured to trample on 
the laws of the land, they deferted him* — That Prince, hav- 
ing broke the laws, juftly forfeited his crown. He replied to 
ibme other parts of Mr. Wilkes's fpeech, and afked him if he 
had not one tear to (hed forth^t ill-fated General, Mr, Bur- 
goyne ? His Lordfhip begged, however, before he fat down, 
not to be underftood that no motion of conceffion, on fimilar 
ground to that now before the Houfe, could be made with 
propriety, at any future period. — He meant no fuch thing; 
propofitiqns for treaty and conciliation might become necef- 
fary. The moment for making of them would depend upon 
circumftances; thofe circumftancesmuft arife out of the ftate 
of the war; from domeftic fituatipn ; from the difpofitibn of 
both countries,— That moment was not yet arrived; when 
it fhouid, it would come accompanied by its own reafons; it 
would prefent itfelf in a different form from the prefent.— 
When it did arrive, he fhouid moft chearfully co-operate in 
the defireable work of peace.— On thefe grounds, he muft 
however, for the prefent, YOtc for the negative propofed by 
his noble friend. 
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Mr. Wtlfot replied, with fome warmth, upon the fubjeft of Mr. 1Mk«. 
toryifm ; faid, he detefted the memory of that weak tyrant, 
James the Second, and the whole Stuart race. He faid, by 
agreeing with the prefent motion, we fhould lofe nothing} 
for he was certain, from the beginning, that the conqueft of 
America was totally impracticable ; but in the prefent defpe- 
ratefituationof public affairs in mat country,' it was not 
weaknefs or abfrrdity, it was madnefs in the extreme, to en- 
tertain a Jingle expectation of fuccefs. 

Lord North replied, he did not yet defpair of gaining A- w * Mr/*, 
merica-; and hoped to be in force, or have*fuch a force, in the 
courfe of the enfuing campaign, as would enable us both to 
•offer terms with dignity, and enforce an acceptance, fhould 
America refufe to hften to reafonable terms of accommoda- 
tion, with' fuccefs. He again repeated, that the motion was 
uafeafbnable; and recommended to the Houfe to fufpend their 
judgment, till the whole of the prefent campaign was ended, 
and that we had proper and authentic information to proceed 
upon. 

Honourable Temple LuttrelL After affigninc his reafons Hon. T. 
for voting in favour of the motion made by Mr. Alderman LuttrelL 
Wilkes, immediately to abrogate the declaratory law, and all 
other oppreffivc a£ts againft America fince 1763, he took no- 
tice of the amity which has this feffion been exhibited in fuch 
lively colours, when either of the two noble Lords at the head 
of administration has flood up to explain the conduft of his 
colleague: he compared their cordial affedion to that of 
Pylades and Oreftes of old ; or rather imagined it might, in 
the end, match the fable of the twin-brothers jof antiquity, 
Caftor and Pollux ; one of whom w^s doomed to fet in uttet 
darknefs before the other cowld rife to the afcendant, and 
fhine forth with celeftial majefty and fplendour* 

Much has been faid upon the employing of favage Indians 
in the prefent unhappy conteft ; and very oppofite ideas on 
that fubjeft have arifen among gentlemen of exalted charac- 
ter in- either Houfe of Parliament. That every excefs and 
violence is juftifiable in carrying on a war, I can never ad* 
mit; it is contrary to the maxims of the foundeft writers on 
war and peace ; contrary to the principles and praftice of 
the moft renowned and enterprizing commanders throughout 
all ages of the world. What defperate extirpator of the hu- 
man race fince the days of Hercules and Thefeus, has waged 
war with the dead ? or flead the ikin from the temples of 
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innocent women artd children ? or ripped open their bodies to 
banquet on their entrails? Such afts of brutal ferocity have 
been referved for the allies of modem Englifhmen . and Chri- 
stians, againft their fellow- fubje&s on the other fide of the 
Atlantic ocean. Recolleft, Sir, one of the greateft generals 
that ever lived, nobly refufcd to avail himfelf of the treachery 
of the King of Epirus's phyfician, though be might thereby 
have taken off the mod powerful enemy his country had ever 
contended with. And the following obfervation of that iilu- 
ftrious dilator, Camillus, is given us by a celebrated Greek 
hiftorian, who with juft and animated encomiums has re- 
recorded his fplendid feries of vi&ories and public triumphs. 
" War, fays Camillus, is at beft of a favage nature, and 
* wades through feas of violence and blood ; yet, even war has 
its laws, from which men of honour and true martial gallan- 
try will never depart ; nor will they purfue the paths of con- 
queft through deeds of horror or perfidioufnefs." I confefs it 
is difficult, perhaps impoffible, to draw a precife line how far 
certain inftruments or modes of war arc, in the general accep- 
tation of the term, allowable. In every conteft much- mull 
depend upon the nature, circumftances, and objeft of the 
quarrel. Sir, if a band of ruffians (hould break open your 
dwelling-houfe, with intent to fteal your effe&s, perhaps de- 
prive you of life, and you could arreft their purpofe by 
tempting them with a deadly chalice in their way, would you 
1 even upon the ftrifteft rules of chriftianity, fcruple to avail 

yourfelfof fuch preventive artifice? But, were you called 
upon to flake your life againft an adverfary for mere matter 
ofpundilio, do you not conceive, that the fame fpirit and 
principle of honour which urged you forth into rhe field of 
combat, would reftrain you from the plots of a dark alTaftin, 
and caufe the feelings of your foul to revolt againft any vin- 
dictive barbarity ? We, Sir, avowedly fight againft equity 
and. truth. We, Sir, avowedly fight for falie dignity, and a 
mere feather. The colonifts wage defenilve war againft the 
invaders of their country ; againft the. violaters of their un- 
doubted 'conftitutional rights ; they fight pro arts fs? focis. 
The Indian favage oppofed to the German favage, the en- 
vendmed arrow or poifoned fprings, might; in them be deemed 
juftifiable expedients for felf-prefervation, that paraxqount 
law of nature. But the honourable member who made th« 
motion before you, has proved, that the Congrefs attempted 
only to negotiate a neutrality with the Indians. Sir, the 
Congrefs abhorred the thought of thofe favages being rnade 
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parties in our unhappy difpute. How then are thefe fangui* 
nary proclamations ifiued in Canada, and the^ufe of the to- 
mahawk and the fcalping-knife, which indifcrjminately but- 
cher the innocent with the guilty, (fparing neither age nor 
fcx) to be justified before God or man ? Thefe excruciating 
instruments vie with the wheel for fuch lingering tortures as 
the milder laws of tender-hearted Engliflimen have hitherto 
always confidered as too horrible for the guilt even of our 
moft atrocious convi&s— —beyond the crimes of a Gardell, 
or John the Painter* What can be faid, Sir, to extenuate 
the guilt of the minifters facing me ; who, viewing the 
dreadful effects of their tyrannical and oppreffive mandates 
through the pcrfpeftivc of their political fy items, were deter- 
mined neverthelefs to plunge their country in allthis mifcry, 
and ftill madly perfevere, without deigning to hold forth to 
the much injured colonifts, any explicit and rational condition* 
of peace. 

With permiffion of the Houfc, I will now fay a few words 
as to the employing of Indian favages during the laft war 
with France, and (hall ftate pofitive fa&s only, leaving' all 
moral comments thereupon to the reflections of thofe who 
hear me. 

So long ago as 1725, the French inftigated the Canada 
Indians, and thofe of the eafterh provinces in general, to 
murder and fcalp the Britifh fettlers in New-England. One 
Father Rall6, and other bigotted Popifh miffionaries, were 
found among the leaders of thefe inhuman tribes ; and France 
conftantly fupplied them with arms and ammunition. In 
1754, pTevioufly to the breaking out of the war, the Indians 
of the Delaware were inftigated by the French to commit a 
variety of barbarities. They deftroyed, at one time, a 
whole fettlement of Moravians, whofaid, " they trufted to 
the Lamb of God ;" and with the true patience and fubmif* 
fion of lambs, were mercilefsly butchered, after their women 
and infants had been fcalped before their eyes. In conie- 
ouence of the unfortunate cataftrophe of General Braddock, 
in the fummer of 1755, many of our people were Slaughtered 
by the French Indians. The year following, on the taking 
of Ofwego by the French, our lick and wounded foldicrs, 
while they lay -in the hofpitals, were likewife flain or fcalped* 
Some months after which, fubfequently to the capitulation of 
Fort William-Henry, the troops of that garrifon, who had 
laid down their arms, underwent a like unhappy fate. Sir, 
the inhabitants of Britifh America, confidering that nothing 
U 2 was 
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was more juft than that the nech artifices ihoutd perifli by their 
own expedients, did, very fhortly after Braddock's defeat, in 
the Maffachufetts Bay and colony of Virginia, by authority 
of Provincial afiemblies, enter into an alliance with many of 
the Indian chieftains, endeavouring to gain over, by treaties 
and prefents, their old , allies, the Six Nations. Sir William 
Johnfon f was the principal manager and negotiator on thofe 
fervices. Before this ftep of retaliation was acceded to by 
the Britifh provinces in general, feveral Indian Sachems had 
fairly reprefented that, unlefs the Englifh colonies would em- 
ploy them, and afford proper fopport, they muft neceffarily 
unite themfelves with the enemy. The colony of Mafia- 
chufetts Bay then offered a premium of 50I. currency for every 
male Indian above 12 years old, belonging to France, taken 
prifoner, and 40 1, for every fcalp. The Virginia colony 
gave finular rewards ; fo that all this work of blood was begun 
(though perhaps in fuch a cafe ihdiipenfably neceffary on our 
part) before a noble Earl in the bthet Houfe of Parliament 
N came into office ; for h#was firft appointed fecretary of ftate 

in December 1756; *and the continental war of America 
againft France in its outfet, whether right or wrong, with all 
the Indian maffacres attending it, can no more be laid at his 
door than the continental war of Germany. He found both 
were too far advanced for him to have undertaken an entire 
alteration of their plans or operations. 

But, Sir, that he was ever forward to correft, fo far as in 
him lay, the brutal outrages, of this cruel mode of war, many 
convincing proofs can be given, I fhall now only inftance a 
letter (inferted in the London Gazette) bearing date Sep- 
tember 8th, 1760, and fent by Sir Jeffrey Amherft to Mr, 
Secretary Pitt, on the furrender of Montreal x it does ho- 
nour to the humanity both of that great commander, and the 
minifter to whom the letter was addreffed. The General 
feys, that <c through Sir William Johnfon's care to keep the 
Indians within humane bounds, he had the pleafure to inform 



f He had refided for many years, previous to the war, on 
the banks of the Mohawk-river, and traded extenfively with the lo« 
diatts. He was much efteemed by them ; fpoke their various lan- 
guages fluently, and was the only man en that continent, whether 
chriiVian or fa v age, who could keep their cruelty within bounds* His 
amiable conduit at the redu&ion of Canada, under the aufpices of 
the then minifter, Lord Chatham! deferve* the warmeft commenda- 
tiQO* 

him, 
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him, that, fince the Britiflr troops tinder his command had 
been in the enemy's country, not a peafant, woman, or chiidj 
had been hurt, nor a (ingle habitation burnt," 

Thus much I have judged it proper to fay, in juftice to th£ 
abteft ftatefman, and trueft patriot, that this nation — perhaps" 
any other on the face of the globe— was ever bleffed with; 
Thfe j*raife of fo inconfiderable a perfori as myfelf, can add 
bat little to his fame ; yet I may congratulate Parliament, 
and the whole empire, that his mind, at an advanced age, ftill 
retains its fuperior ipirit and vigour; and that, after riiarty 
painful ftruggles with bodily infirmities, he feems* to have 
been miraculoufly fnatched out of the jaws of death by an all- 
merciful Providence, for a no lefs glorious purpofe than td 
fave his country a fccond time from foul difgrace and the 
brink of perdition. The fupcrintending genius of this one 
man, and an immediate repeal of all your injurious American 
a&s fince 1763, may poffibly yet reftore to us the thirteeii 
revolted provinces ; an<t when we (hall be again united in 
amity, I would recommend a votive column to be erefted in 
each province, bf fimilar import to that which the Romari 
fenate, apprehenfive for the liberties of the commonwealth 
from a (landing army, caufed to be placed ori the boundaries 
of Italyj towards Cifalpine Gaul; and which remains to thi< 
eur day in the road leading from Rimini to Cefina : It con- 
figns to the infernal deities, as guilty of inexpiable facrilegg 
and parricide, whatfoever citizen of Rome (hould with a mi- 
litary force crofs the Rubicon. 

What fecurity have we now in theft iflands, better thart 
the kind aflurances of the Houfe of Bourbon ? Nine-tenths 
of your army, and near half your fleet, are many thoufand 
miles diftant. The Lords Cbmmifiibriers of the Admiralty 
have repeatedly thought fit, both in this Houfe, and in ano- 
ther Houfe of Parliament, to (late the royal navy for the pro- 
tection of Great Britain and Ireland, to be a&ually manned 
with near 33,000 feamcn and marines. A noble Earl who 
prefides at the Admiralty-board, afBrmed in public, that 35 
(hips of the line of battle, out of the 43 now in commiflion, 
are (without making over any frefh hands) as well equipped 
and manned for a&ion as any 35 (hips whatever fent out of 
your ports duringthe laft war. On the other hand, I pledged 
myfelf to Parliament, that this was a daring and dangerous 
impofition ; I defied the Commiffioners of the Admiralty to 
give in the names of 20 fail of the line out of the whole 
number commiffioned, that hare in faft their proper war* 
I CJmplemeqt 
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complement aboard. At length, I have been fo fortunate as 
to obtain from government the only clear and fit vouchers for 
the real ftrength ef your Ihips bf war ; and after accurately- 
examining the feveral weekly accounts brought to your table 
(which I prefume too arefcarcely made out tp difparage the 
fervice) I find that all the feamen now aboard.your fleet 
within the home feas, which fleet confifts of 105 fail (royal 
yachts, &c. included) would be little more than fufficient to 
complete the war-complements of the 43 capital fliips of war 
fitting out. Where then would be your frigates for the pro- 
teftion of your trade ? I have in my hand a correft lift ot the 
beft manned Ihips among them, confifting of twelve men of 
war of 74 guns, fix of 64 guns, and two x>f 90 guns ; and 
thefe twenty feleft (hips, of which fome are upon cruizes i 11 
the Channel (if I allow for a trifling furplus aboard the Afia 
and Bedford) want about a thoufand mariners to complete 
their war eftablifhment. The reft of the line of battle fliips 
, employed, are infinitely more reduced in numbers. But, Sir, 
a thorough inveftigation of this important fubjed, and a ftridfc 
enquiry into the expenditure of the many millions granted 
by Parliament for ordinary charges of the navy, extraordi- 
nary eftimates, wages at 4I. per month each man, &c, &c- 
will, I truft, be thought to merit theferious attention of the 
independent country gentlemen in this Houfe at fome future 
day, 

. [Here Mr, Luttrell handed over to the Speaker's table the 
lift of 20 fliips of the line, which came (according to the 
official papers from the Admiralty) the neareft to a war- 
complement of feamen,] 

Sir, as I would wifli on all occafions, in my public capa- 
city, to render a juft tribute to public defert, I muft once 
again touch upon the article of Scotch cannon. I have, 
within thefefew days, made a particular enquiry into the ftatc 
and management of the Carron foundary ; and I find, that 
the very induftrious and refpeft^ble gentlemen who prefide 
over it, have derived, from the accidents and lofles I formerly 
mentioned in the Houfe, the great advantage of being led into 
a thorough inveftigation of the nature of the metal of which 
thefe guns are compofed ; fo that their caft iron is now ren- 
dered of a very fuperior temper and quality ; and their im- 
proved procefs has, by recent experiments at Woolwich, and 
elfewhere, fo far anfwered their moft fanguine hopes, that 
they come up (I am told) to the Spanifh proof, which is the 
higneft proof we know of in the univerfc for iron ordnance. 

Sir, 
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Sir, whenever the firft Lord of the Admiralty (hall, in hit 
public character, become (like the Scotch cannon) diametri- 
cally the reverie of what he has hitherto been, no man here 
will, with more fincere pleafure, rife up as a member of Par- 
liament to give him ample commendation, than I (hall do. 
I obferve, it is already fettled by the minifters, and, of courfe, 
by a large majority of this Houfe, to adjourn till after the 
Chriftmas holidays, fo late as to the aoth of January. We 
have, I find, no hopes whatever of effe&ing any good purpofc 
by continuing to fit, and this adjournment may therefore be 
highly proper, as it will at leaft hinder Parliament from do- 
ing any more mifchief for thefe fix weeks. Let mfe remark t 
to the gentlemen on the other fide of the floor, that it will 
become them not to fpend the approaching feafon in gambols 
orcaroufing, but rather to refleft upon the direful confe- 
quences of their unconstitutional, oppreffive, and fanguinary 
councils; and, reviewing their own gazettes, to weep over 
thofc gallant fpirits, who, under General Howe and General 
Bnrgoyne, have been facrificed to unparalleled folly and 
thirft of power. I can tell thofe obftinate minifters, that a 
whole Atlantic of tears, would fcarce fuffice to expunge the 
ftain of their crimes from the annals of the Englifli hiftory. 

Mr. Fox. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon has difco- Mr. F«r. 
vered the prettieft method imaginable to recover America. It 
is, I muft confefs, a new way ; but what of that ? it is a for- 
cible, and for that reafon a fuccefsful way ? How, does his 
Lordfliip mean to treat? Why we have been beaten pretty 
tolerably. One general and his army are loft, the other is 
farrounded and in danger ; when the other lhall be loft, then 
will be the time to treat. We have been unfuccefsful almoft 
in every thing ; but it feems, by the noble Lord's new logic, 
we have not yet been unfuccefsful enough. He was very fe- 
vere on his Lordfhip's want of candour, and his eternally 
fhifting his ground, fo as never to permit hirofelf to be tied 
down to any engagement. If treaty is fpoken of, his Lord- 
fhip wiflies for it, and the end propofed by it ; if war is fpo- 
ken of, his Lordlhip promifes fuccefs ; in fhort, whether it 
be conqueft, unconditional fubmiifion, treaty, conciliation, 
taxation, fovereignty, or treating with rebels with arms in 
their hands, hd is for every one of them, and for none of 
them; but that -which immediately anfwers the temporary 
purpofes of debate ; that of voting in a majority ; of keeping 
his place by keeping his friends together ; of urging the vio- 
lent, 
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Jcpt, foftening his antagonifts, and meeting exa£tly the ideas 
pf the moderate. 

He differed, he faid, from the honourable gentleman who 
. jnade the motion, in his ccnfure of the declaratory a&. It 
was jnoft certainly a wife and ncceffary meafure, at the time. 
It would ftill have continued lb, if it had not been followed 
by an a& for levying certain duties in America, for the pur- 
pofe of railing a revenue, contrary to the good faith of this 
fount ry, and the profeffed underftandJAg of both countries. 
An opportunity however prefented Itfelf, within a few years 
after, for ratifying that blunder ; but the noble Lord in the 
blye ribbqn, th a t being the firft year of his adminiftration, 
ftrongly refifted the propofition of a total repeal ; and was, in 
a great meafure, refponlible for all the confequences which 
have fince happened. He was ready to, acknowledge, that 
the fituation of both countries had undergone a very great 
alteration, jince the palling of the declaratory law ; and that 
probably, in cafe of a future treaty, it muft be abandoned ; 
but he could never agree with the honourable gentleman, 
that the law was tyrannous and unjuft ; that it was the grand 
fource of our prefent troubles ; or, that in the prefent ftatc 
of things it would be prudent to begin with a repeal of it. 
It might be neceflfyry to repeal it; trot the whole fubjeft 
ought to be confidered in one view ; and a proper attention 
paid to what we were likely to gain, as well as what might 
be proper to relinquifh. 
Ui.Cng*. Mr. Cruger. I am glad to find, from the arguments 
which have fallen from gentlemen on both fides of the Houfe 
this day, that the expectation and confidence of repreffing 
the rehftance of North America by force of arms, arc gra- 
dually decreafing; and, from *the language of the mimfter 
himfelf, we may difco.ver a-tiifpofition for peace. Adverfity * 
may have taught admiriiftration wifdom. It is unfortunate 
for the pation, however, that their knowledge has been pur- 
chafed at fo dear a rate. Had the fame temper and fpirit 
'which flow prevail, dire&ed their counfels in an earlier ftage 
of the controverfy, it might have been long ago amicably 
fettled : but the voice of peace was loft in the delufive projeds 
of inftaptly reducing the colonifts to " unconditional fub- 
jniffion." Their fupplications were fruitlefs; an attention 
to. thejr complaints was deemed derogatory to* your dig- 
nity. 

When I had the fatisfa&ion of prefenting a petition from 
$k$ aflembly of Slew- York (a mode of application pointed 

out 
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out and encouraged by miniftry) unfortunately for this na- 
tion, though it contained the moft explicit acknowledgment 
of the fupremacy, the favourable moment for treaty was neg- 
lected : for by ufing with contempt the only legiflative bo- 
dy who had yentured to addrefs this Houfe for relief in a 
" conftitutional manner/' you drove your friends to defpair, 
and expofed them to the denfion of the neighbouring colonies. 
But your armies were then entire, and deemed irreljftible. 
The predictions of gentlemen on this fide the Houfe were de- 
fpiied, and the pride of conqueft preferred to the humanity of 
reconciliation. The event, however, has given .you melan- 
choly proofs of your error. You have had the Americans 
united againft you as one determined body, convinced that 
their liberties were not to be obtained by petition, but by 
the fword. Your military operations againft them have had 
no other effeft than to weaken yourfelves, to teach them how 
to war, and to render their union more perfe£t, 

I am forry that we have this day an opportunity of deri- 
ving arguments againft coercive meafures from the difhonour 
lately incurred by the JBritifh arms, and the ineffectual fuffer- 
ingsand wafte of the blood and lives of men, whofe courage 
and capacity merited a better caufe. Would it not have 
been wifer to have recovered their former affeftion, byre- 
moving their apprehenfions of danger to their deareft rights ? 
A repeal of the aft againft which they complain, would have 
tended to this purpole ; but, alas ! A different path has been 
purfued, every ftepof which has been marked with blood arid 
difgrace, and carried us further from every hope of fuccefs. 
What greater folly could there- be than to expeft to force a 
people into a friendly union with you, to entruft their rights 
once more into your hands, and fubmit their property and 
lives to your government, by defolating their country, and 
fpreading famine and death over their land! — And, Sir, * 
what are the laurels which you have acquired in this deftruc- 
tive warfare ? You havefubdued — not their armies, but the 
fmall remains of their affeftion to this country, their reve- 
rence for its laws, and confidence in its generality. 

But admitting, Sir, that your arms had been attended with 
all the fuccefs which the moft fanguine advocates for war 
have flattered us with ; had the Americans been difpofed, 
from'their defeats and fufferings, to fue for peace ; what door 
of refuge has bten opened to them ? What explicit terms 
have been propofed to them ? What iecurity that they lhould 
not be treated (innocent and guilty) as a conquered people, 

Voi,. VIII. X and 
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and fubjeft to whatever yoke their haughty vifiors might 
have been pleafed to impofe on them ? 

Sir, it was madnefs to expeft that men who had taken up 
arms in defence of their liberty, fhould eafily be induced to 
throw them down, and fubmit to their conquerors, efpecially 
when they had fo little to hope, and fo much to fear. 

Was the treatment of thofe who did put themfelves under 
your protection, any encouragement to others to imitate their 
example ?. I cannot find that the citizens of New- York, for 
their Angular loyalty,, have yet been rewarded with the ad- 
vantages of civil government, or a reftoration of their com- 
merce. No : nothing lefs than implicit obedience has been 
expefted ! They have had no favour held out to them, feut 
the oath of allegiance; no provifion for the fecurity of their 
rights ; no folid bafis for a fettlement of the difpute. 

From fuch conduct, Sir, what evidence could the other co- 
lonies deduce of your lenity, or difpofition favourable to their 
liberties ? By embracing your caufe, they expofe themfelves 
tp the vengeance of the Congrefs, to have their properties fe- 
queftered, and their perfons imprifoned. And, in return for 
their allegiance, what have they obtained ? They may indeed 
have the great happinefs to rely on the generofity of their 
conquerors, and be content with fuch a conftitution, and 
fuch portions of liberty as you may hereafter be pleafed to 
deal unto them. 

Good God ! Sir, can it be expefted that men with arms in 
their -hands, irritated by repeated provocations, and flufhed 
with fuccefs, will furrender to you on fuch conditions ? It is 
the grofieft folly to imagine it. Change then your fyftem : 
reverfe thofe abfurd and pernicious meafures; for, if the confi- 
dence and afFecYion which we have loft are yet to be regained, 
it can only be hy giving them the moft undeniable proofs 
that you wifh not to opprefs them ; that you are willing to 
remove every ground of complaint, and to afford them the 
ampleft fecurity for their privileges in future. 

Sir, I can perceive no method fo conducive to this end, 
as that propofed by the honourable gentleman who made the 
rnotion, and has fupported it with fuch force and corredneis 
of reafoning, and good humour and Attic wit : the argu- 
ments which he has juft advanced muft convince every candid 
mind of the inexpediency and oppreffive nature of the laws in 
difpute. 

I wave all queftions of your authority and right. Peace 
ought now to be our object, and it is a fufficient reafon for an 

. immediate 
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immediate repeal; that thofe obnoxious ads are an infur- 
mountable bar to reconciliation, and have loft you the heart* 
of three millions of fubjefts. While they continue in force, 
you have to combat all America in union againft you* 

Sir, from my connections in America, I have had an op- 
portunity of collecting the fentiments of men of all orders 
and parties, and have reafon to believe, that independency is 
not yet the great objeft of the majority of the people ; but a 
rooted and unconquerable averfion to thofe impolitic ads 
prevail in every mind. Can there then remain a. doubt 
which to prefer ? To carry on a war, which has hitherto pro- 
mifed you no fuccefs, with the principles and fpirit of the * 
people invincibly oppofed to you; or to appeafe their jealou-* 
lies, and cultivate a return of their friendfhip ? 

I earneftly wifti to impofe this important diftinftion one 
the minds of all who hear me. If your arms are unfucceff- 
ful, diigrace and ruin are inevitable ; but a generous, though 
ineffectual; attention to the complaints of an injured people, 
is ever honourable. You have made a full trial of the one, 
and fatally experienced its futility. Make then an experi- 
ment of the other, while it yet remains in your power. Sa- 
crifice to peace 1 not the blood and treafure of this kingdom ; 
not the lives and happinefsof our fellow fubjefts in America; 
but a train of afts and meafures, which have been barren and 
inefficacious, or productive only of mifery and difgrace. 

The Atorney-Gentral [Mr. Thurlowj threw the whole Mr. r*«r r 
blame of the war upon thole minifters who repealed theftamp iW ' 
aft ; and if the great minifter had continued at the helm, 
who planned that aft, his firmnefs and wildom would have 
infured obedience without bloodfhed ; but as the Americans 
had denied the fupremacy of this legislature, and had recourfe 
to arms, arms could alone decide it now ; and the moft vi- 
gorous exertions were neceffary. 

Sir William Meredith replied, that whatever exertions were Sir iv\lham 
neceffary, this day could not be a fit time to determine upon Mindtth% 
the force that was neceffary to carry on the war. When we 
found by experience that fifty-five thoufand men and one 
hundred, (hips of war were inadequate, were we now to affeft 
an impotent parade, of carrying on this war with a diminu- 
tion of ten thoufand of the braveft and beft difciplined of 
our troops, commanded by a general, as accomplifhed in his 
own profedioi), as admired in the fenate, beloved and revered 
in private ^ife, and who had done all that courage, abilities, 
arid diligence could do, to have brought his campaign to a 

better 
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better ifllie. No part of our diftrefies could be imputed to 
General Burgoyne. 

As to the effefts of the ftamp aft, he himfelf (in con- 
junction with Sir George Savile) had condufted the enquiry 
that led to die repeal. He appealed to that honourable 
gentleman and others; whether, if that tneafure had been 
perfiftcd in, America would then have refitted ? She cer- • 
tainly would ; fhe was prepared, armed, and determined. 
The repeal procured the blened effeft of peace, anpl in that 
happy ftate we might have continued long, if the govern- 
ihent of this country would have refrained from their idle 
fpeculations and definitions of fupremacy, which have brought 
on this fatal war; fupreme power can neither be defined, 
nor limited, nor extended by argument and by afiertions ; 
it confifts not in {peculation, but in aft ion ; events alone re- 
quire the exercife of it* No man can deny in theory the 
fupreme, unlimited power of the Britifh legifiaturc ; but the 
execution of that power is a truft delegated by the people 
and to be- guided by principles of liberty and juftice, not 
only for the people at large, but to have reipeft to the rights 
of every individual intrufted to our cafe. 
hU.Mam. Mr. Adam made fome feverc reftriftions on Sir William 
Meredith, for deferring his principles, and his friends the 
minifters, in the hour of their difmay. 
Sir WilCiam Sir IVitliam Meredith replied, that inftead of deferring his 
Mtrtditt. principles, he adhered to them. That he had oppofed the 
declaratory aft, tliough brought in by the miniiter under 
whom he held an honourable and agreeable employment. 

That he had never voted for any one meaiure that tended 
to create or to fupport this war. 

That at the beginning of this unhappy bufinefs, he defired 
to refign. 

That he did not quit the m.inifters in their hour of difmay, 
but in their moment of .triumph, for he lefigned on the no- 
• tification of the laft fuccefsful accounts from America. 

The previous queftion was put, and carried by a great 
majority. 
Lord Beau- Lord Bequchamp then mnde a 'motion, that the Houfe 
ebamf. fhould adjourn till the 20th of January. His reafons for 
the adjournment, he laid, were principally "thefe— the fup- 
plies were voted, rhe ulual buiinels before the Chriftmas 
recefs gone through, and however feme people might expa- 
tiate or enhance the misfortune of the Canada expedition, 

he 
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lie faw no bufincfs ' of moment that called the attention of 
Parliament ; and his great reafon for wifhing to have it ad- 
journed was this, that as a general enquiry was appointed, 
time ought to be given for the men in adoiiniftration to pre- 
pare. 

His Lordfhip was feconded by Earl Nugent ', who fup- Earl A*. 
ported the propriety of the motion, and emphatically afked &**• . 
what fhould we do here,* when probably it would not be one 
day in ten, that members fufficient to conftitute a Houfe, 
would attend ; and it would not be infilled he prefumed, 
that matters of the moft Angular importance, matters he 
was free to fay, on which the deareft interefts, nay the 
very exiftence of the nation depended, were proper to be dif-. 
cuffed in a thin Houfe : nay the faft was, that Parliament 
had nothing to deliberate upon, till accounts of importance 
fhould be firft received from America. 

Mr. T. Tmvnfhend objefted very ftrongty to the motion ; Mr. T. 
f*id an adjournment of fix weeks, in ib critical a fituation of TwvjbtKd. 
affairs, would, in his opinion, be a very improper and ha- 
zardous meafure, and which minifters ought to venture on 
with caution.. He thought the adjournment ought to be as 
ihort as poflible, even from day to day. It was indeed mat- 
ter of aftonilhment, that any one who had the honour of 
His Majefty's confidence, dared advife fuch a meafure* He* 
was very ftrong againft adminift ration, and hoped, he faid, . 
that the neceffity of keeping the members in town would ap- 
pear fo urgent at the prefent crifis, that even the minifter's 
moft fteady and approved friends, would defcrt him on the 
prefent occafion : he owned, that this motion daring and ab» 
lurd as it appeared, in fuch a feafon of national calarnity, 
was neverthelcfs not unaccompanied with a circumftance 
which ought to give pleafure to every real friend of his 
country ; it portends, the falling of the curtain, the exit of 
thofc weak, obftinate, and improvident minifters, who have „ 
driven this country into its prefent diftrefsful fituation. Mi- 
nifters are not able longer to face their adverfarics in Parlia- 
ment. They fly from public obfervation, and enquiry, 
and brood over their approaching difgrace in a kind of poli- 
tical defpair: they tremble for confequences, they have 
neither the ability to provide againft, nor the fortitude to 
meet. 

Sir George Savile faid, that for his part, he fhould besir<?«## 
afhamed.to face his conftituerits, "if he had given a vote s**ti* 
far aegle&ing his and their interefts at fomomentous a pe- 

whea 
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when the very exiftence perhaps of the empire was at flake. 
Lord Beaucbamp replied fhortly ; faid, that all the necef- 
Lord Beau- f ar y bufinefs of the Houfe was finifhed ; that nothing couW 
***** poffibly happen during the recefs, of fuch a temporary and 
f emergent nature as could call for the inftant advice of Par- 

liament. The worft or beft that could happen was provided 
againft; and no new meafure of importance, it was well 
known, could be adopted without the concurrence of Par- 
liament. 

Mr. Coventry oppofed the motion warmly. He con- 
Mr. Cwen- tended there was no inftance of fuch a proceeding, taking in 
"7- all the circumftances, in the records of Parliament. In a 

time of war, of the moft lamentable fpecies of war, a civil 
war; a threatened rupture with our powerful and united 
enemies, every branch of the houfe of Bourbon, to meet on 
the aoth of November, and adjourn the 10th of December 
for fix weeks. He did not wilh to embarrels adminiftration 
at this time ; he wifhed rather to fmooth the rugged paths 
government were obliged to pafs over ; but moft certainly, 
if fome very cogent reafon was not advanced in fupport of 
the motion of adjournment, or precedent quoted to juftify it, 
he Ihould give it his hearty negative ; if there fhould, he 
was ready to give it his hearty affent. 

Lord Advocate ofScotland y fupported the motion on the fol- 
Locd Afcw- lowing ground, that it would be highly improper, to enter 
etui/Scot- at t hi s particular time, into any enquiry relative £0 the con- 
duct of the King's Servants; fyecaufe, fuch an enquiry would 
involve in it, that of our officers and commanders abroad, in 
their abfence, and while their duty required their atten- 
dance in another place ; while in faft, they were engaged in 
the very lcrvice for which they were to be cenfured. If 
fuch an enquiry fhould at any future time appear neceiTary, 
it fhould be a previous condition, that the officers whole 
corfduQ was involved in that of minifters, fhould be prefent, 
- not only to inform Parliament, but, if circumftances called 
for it, to anfwer for, and juftify thcmfelves. Nothing like 
this could take place, within the fhort period afligned to the 
recefs. He fhould therefore, give his vote for the motion of 
adjournment 

Mr. Burke moved, that the motion be amended by leaving 

Mr. Burke, out the aoth of January, and inferting inftead thereof the 

words " this day fe'nnight." He ipoke ftrongly againft the 

language held this day by the minifter, His Lordfhip was 

determined 
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determined, he perceived, to keep his place at all events ; 
whether treaty or War fhould be the* determination of that . v 

Houfe, the noble Lord was prepared. But let the noble Lord 
be ever fo pliant, how was he fure that America would treat 
with him, or any of his colleagues in office ? He fufpefied, 
though America were ever fo willing to treat, and the noble 
Lord and his friends ever fo willing to facrifice and give up 
what they called the right and fupremc power of this coutry, 
no negotiation could poffibly fucceed in their hands. The 
colonies were fo often deceived, abufed, and trifled with, he 
was certain they would never liften to any propofals of peace, 
conveyed through fuch a channel. He innfted, now was the 
proper time for enquiring, when one army was annihilated, 
another befieged, and our natural and avowed enemy 
[France] negotiating a treaty with our colonies, perhaps 
not negotiating but even perfecting a treaty by wfyich Ame- , 
rica will be irrecoverably loft to this country. If this was 
a true ftate of our critical fituation, which he verily be- 
lieved it was ; furely it was a proper time for enquiry, not 
for adjournment of fix-weeks. He was remarkably levere 
" upon Lord North, and after repeating his former affertion, 
dwelt upon his Lordfhip's expreffion, that he meant to make 
propofitions of peace, and appealed to the good fenfe, experi- 
ence and obfervation of the, Houfe, whether it was within 
the moft diftant views of probability to expeft that he 
whofe impotence, incapacity, obftinacy, or inattention, 
had been the caufe of every meafure, no matter whether it 
was accommodation or coercion, was the the, proper perfon to 
propofe any future meafure leading either way. The plea 
he contended was monftrous, the expectation in the higheft 
degree improbable and abfurd ! 

Lord North replied, that he never meant by what he faid Lord av/A» 
to negotiate away the right of this country. He appealed 
to the Houfe if his words were not, that he thought we 
might have fuch a force in America as would be fufficient to • 
to enable us to offer terms to our rebellious fubjefts, con- 
fiftently with our dignity, and with the fovereign and con- 
trolling rights of this country. He faid, that every argu- 
ment offered againft the motion, went to prove nothing. 
The campaign was already terminated. France did not 
moleft us ;' nor did he believe either France or Spain had 
the leaft intention to moleft us ; but whether they had or 
had not, we were prepared ; and would during the rccefs 
as much as if Parliament were actually fitting. All the public 

bufinefs 
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bufinefs was done ; he meant all that was ufually done in the 
early part of thefeffion. For his part, therefore, he could 
not perceive the moft diftant motive for obje&ing to the 
motion, nor did he hear a fingle ground for the amend- 
ment. If upon a full enquiry after the recefs, meafures of a 
<ronfequential and important nature fhould become neceffary, 
the committee for an enquity into the ftate of the nation, 
fixed for the id of February next, would be the proper, 
and only proper place and time, to difcufs and deliberate on . 
them. . His Lbrdfhip gave a particular explanation, to what 
had fallen from Mr. Burke, relative to a fuppofed intention 
in him, of negotiating away the rights of this country, in 
order to keep his place. What he meant was, that he hoped 
the campaign had produced events, which would enable us 
to prepare and enforce a conciliation with the colonies, on 
true conftitutional grounds. That he never thought of mak- 
ing any proportions, till the fate of the prefent campaign 
were known, nor then neither, if it lhould happen during the 
recefs ; but after the holidays, when the whole of the paft 
military operations, and the intended meafures, could" come 
together properly before the Houfe, he would then move the 
Houfe to confider of what conceffions might be proper to be 
made the bafis of a treaty, and he trufted yet, their endea- 
vours would prove effectual, in bringing about a permanent 
peace, and union between both countries. 
Mr. f«p. Mr. Fox controverted almoft every thing offered by the 
noble Lord. He infilled that the Houfe of Bourbon were 
hoftile ; that they only waited for a favourable opportunity 
to break with us ; and that favourable opportunity would 
prefent itfelf the very inftant the firft bad news arrived from 
America. He entered into feveral explanations, andfeemed, 
from motives <Jf generous pity, to have directed his galling 
attacks againft the great financier, fooner than prefs' too 
elofely on the American minifter. He reprobated the plea 
of the noble Lord's offering himfelf to be a negotiator ; be- 
ing he faid well convinced, that the Americans would never 
liften to any treaty coming from his Lordlhip. He was ob- 
noxious to them, and if he perfifted to retain his prefent 
ftation, as minifter ; it would moft certainly prevent every 
accommodation, which came recommended to them, by a 
man whom they fufpe&ed, detefted, and defpiied. 

The queftion being put a few minutes before ten o'clock 
upon Lord Beauchamp's motion of adjournment, the Houfe 
divided ; Ayes 155, Noes 68. 
Adjourned to January 20, 1.778. 
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166 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1778. 

Account of the Savings out of \ the Grants made by Parliament for the Pay 
of his Majeftfs national Troops, from the 29/A of September, 1775, 
to the a$th of September, 1777. 

Refpits made in the "fubfiftence of the augmentations to the follow- 
ing corps* for the year 1775, purfuant to his Majefty's warrant, dated 
the 20th of January, 1777. 

1 ft, Duke of Argyll's firft battalion royals 388 17 6 

Duke of Argyll's fecond battalion royals 588 17 6 

•ad, Lieutenant-general Sir Charles Montague's foot 388 17 6 

4th, Lieutenant-general Hodgfon's foot 031 7 o 

5th, Lieutenant-general Earl Percy's foot 631 7 o 

6th, Lieutenant-general Sir William Bootbby's foot 631 7 o 

7th, Colonel Richard Prefcot's foot ,631 7 o 

8th, Lieutenant-general Arm flrong's foot 631 70 

10th, Lieutenant-general Sandford's foot 631 7 o 

13th, Honourable lieutenant-general Murray's foot q8i 17 6 

14th, Lieutenant-general Cunningham's foot 031 76 

15th, Lieutenant-general Earl of Cavan's foot 631 70 

1 6th, Lieutenant-general Gifbornc's foot 631 7 o 

17th, Lieutenant-general Monckton's foot 631 7 o 

21ft, Honourable lieutenant-general Mackay's foot 325 6 8 

22d, Honourable lieutenant-general Gage's foot 631 70 

23d, Honourable lieutenant-general Sir William , 

Howe's foot 631 7 o 

25th, Lieutenant-general Lord George Lenox's foot 308 17 6 

26th, Lictcnant-general Lord Adam Gordon's foot 631 7 o 

27th, Major-general Maffey's foot 631 7 o 

28th, Major-general Erie's foot 631 7 o 

29th, Lieutenant-general Evelyn's foot 325 6 8 
31ft, Lieutenant-general Sir James Adolphus Ough- 

ton's foot 325 6 8 

32d, Major-general William Amherft's foot * 325 6 8 

33d, Lieutenant-general Eatl Cornwallis's foot 155 5 o 

35th, Lieutenant-general Campbell's foot 631 7 q 

36th, Lieutenant-general Picribn's foot 325 6 8 

37th, Lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote's foot 631 y o 

38th; Major-general Pigott's foot 631 7 o 

40th, Lieutenantrgeneral Sir Robert Hamilton's foot 631 7 o 
41ft, A regiment, and twenty- fix independent com«r 

panies of invalids 6130 7 8 

». ■ ' ■ 

Carried over 2185a 6 6 

2 Provght 
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Brought over 
4id, General Lord John Murray's foot 
43d, Honourable lieutenant-general Carey's foot 
44th, General Abercrombie's foot 
45th, Lieutenant-general Haviland's foot 
46th, Honourable major-general Vaughan's foot 
47th, Lieutenant-general Sir Guy Carleton's foot 
49th, Honourable lieutenant-general Maitland's foot 
52d, Lieutenant-general Sir John Covering's foot 
54th, Lieutenant-general Frederick's foot 
55th, Major-general James Grant's foot 
57th, Lieutenant-general Sir John Irwine's foot 
60th, Lieutenant general Lord Amhcrft's foot, firft 

battalion 
60th, Ditto, fccood battalion 
60th, Ditto, third battalion 
60th, Ditto, fourth battalion 
63d, Lieutenant-general Francis Grant's foot 
64th, Liettenant-general Pomcroy's foot 
65th, Lieutenant-general Urmfton's foot 
66th, Major-general Gabbett's foot 
68th, Licutenant-geheral Lambton's foot 
69th, Honourable lieutenant-general Philip Sherrard's 

foot 
70th, Lieutenant-general Trapaud's foot 

34850 6 o 
u Savings on the pay of major-general Gabbet's 

regiment of foot, from the 29th of September, 
177$, to the 24th of December following, both 
inclusive 2607 16 6 

Savings on the pay of two additional com- 
panies of lieutenant-general Urmfton's regi- 
ment of foot, from the 24th of September, 
1776, to the 24th of December following, both 
inclufive 463 1 4 

Total 37921, 3 10 

m " ■''■ « ■ 1 11 j i ■ 

N. B. Refpits are directed to be made by his Majefty's warrant, 
dated the 5th of January, 1778, on the pay of fundry regiments of 
foot in the year 1776, amounting to 276901. which will be favings 
to the public, when the pay warrants are lifted, and the projlfer ac- 
quittances given to the paymafter general. 
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EJlabli/hment of General and General Staff' Officers, with their refpeMivc 
Pay andJppointments in North America, for the Tear 1774* 

Per Diem. 



General arid commander in chief 

Two aids de camp to ditto, each 10s. 

Secretary to ditto - 

Two brigadiers general, each ll.Sos. 

Three majors of brigade, each 1 os 

Deputy quarter-matter general 

Two affiftants to ditto, each 5s. - - 

Deputy adjutant general 

Commiflary of the mutters - - - 

Two deputy ditto, each 5s. 

Barrack-mafter general - - - 

Judge advocate - - * 

Commiflary of the ftores - 

Surgeon to the hofpitals - 

Provoft Marfhal - - 

Commanding Officers at the following Peftx, viz* 

Fort George 

Niagara - 

Detroit - - - 

Ticonderago - 

Ofwegatchie - . - - 

Michillimachinac ... ^ 

Barrack Afajiers at the following Forts y viz. 

forts George, Miller, and the communication to Albany 
Niagara, Schloifer, Erie, and the communication to 

Prefcju'Ule - 

Communication to Philadelphia - - 

Ticonderago - • - - 

Detroit and Michilliipachinac 
Cumberland and Nova Scotia - 
Chartres, Kafkafkias, Illinois country ... 
Ofwegatchie - 



if. 

10 
I 

o 

3 
1 



o 
o 
o 

o 

I 

o, 

I 

o 

o 



o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
b 



s* 

o 

o 

10 

' o 
10 

ID 
10 
IO 
IO 
IO 

O 
IO 

O 
IO 

2 



J. 

O 



o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 



O 

o 
6 



6 
6 
6 
o 

o 
o 



040 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



Total 25 z o 



N. B. Like sftablifhment for the year 1775, 
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EflabJjfiment of Gentrai and General Staff- Officers, and Officers of the 
Ho/pitals, with their refpcBive Pay and appointments in North- Ame- 
rica, for the Tear 1776. Per Diem* 

£• /. d. 

General and commander in chief - - io o O 

Two aids de camp to ditto, each 10s. - . - IOC 

Secretary to ditto - - •" - 10 o 

Six Majors general, each 2L - - - 12 O O 

Six aids de camp to ditto, each 10s. * - * 300 

Four brigadiers, each il. 10s. * * 600 

Three majors of brigade, each 10s. - - 1 10 O 

Deputy quarter-mafter general - - - o 10 O 
Two affiftants to ditto, each 5s. - - -0100 

Deputy adjutant general • - * o io o 

Commiflary of the mufters - - - * b 10 O 

Two deputy commiffaries of ditto, each 5s, O 10 O 
Barrack mailer general - - - -100 

Judge advooate - - *. - O 10 o 
Surgeon to the forces - - - -0100 

Commiflary of the ftores - - - 100 

Provoft Marfhal - - - * O 2 6 

Officers of the Hofpitals* 

Three phyficians, each iL - - - 300 

Two purveyors and clerks, each il. 5s. - 2 10 6 

Three furgeons, eaqh iOs.* - - - I 10 p 

Four apothecaries, each ios. - - - 200 

One chaplain - - - ... 068 

Twenty-four mates, each 5s. - - 6 o o 

Two ftorekeepers, each 3s. - - - 060 

Commanding Officers at the following Pojis, viz. 

Fort George - - - - 0^6 

Niagara - - - O 7 6 

Detroit - - - 076 

Ofwegatchie -'- • - — 050 

Michillimakinac - - - - 050 

Barrack Mafiers at the following Forts , «//». 

Forts George, Miller, and the communication to- Albany 040 
Niagara, Schloffer, Eric, and the communication to 

Prefqu'Ifle ... - o 4 O 
Communication to Philadelphia ~ - -040 

Detroit and Michillemakinac - - - - 040 

Cumberland and Nova-Scotia - - - 040 

Chartres Kafkafldas, Illinois country * - - 040 

Ofwegatchic - - - - o 4 p 

Total 58 5 8 
Vol. VIII. *Z EJlablifb- 
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EftaHiJbment of G trier aland General Staff-Officers, and Officers of Hof- 
pitalsy with their refpeSiive Pay and Appointments in North ' America 
and the W elMndtes for the Tear 1777. 

General and General Staff-Officers. Per Diem. 

£. J. d. 

Two generals and commanders in chief, each 10I. 20 o o 

Eight aids-de-camp to ditto, each 10s. - 400 

Two fecretaries to ditto, each 10s. - - - I o o 

Four lieutenant-generals, each 4I. - - 16 o o 

Eight aids-de-camp to ditto, each iosj \ • - 400 
Six major-generals, each 2I. - - -1200 

Six aids-de-camp to ditto, each 10s. • - 300 

One major-general in the Weft- Indies - 200 

One aid-de-camp to ditto - - o IO o 

Six brigadiers general, each il. ios, - - 900 

Ten majors of brigade, each ios. - - 5 O o 

Two quarter-mafters general, each il. - 200 

Two deputy ditto, each ios. - - I O o 

Ten aififtants to ditto, each 5s. - - 2 10 o 

Two adjutants general, each il. - - 200 
Two deputy ditto, each ios. - - -100 

Commiflary of the mufters - - - o 10 o 

Two deputy ditto, each 5s. .... O xo o 

Two judge advocates general, each ios. - - 100 

Barrack-mafter general -, - - 100 

Commiflary of the ftores - - - 1 o o ' 

Surgeon to the forces - - - O 10 o 

Two provoft marflials, each ts. 6d # - - p 5 © 

One fourier - - • - 050 

Five phyficians, each il. - - 500 

Three purveyors and clerks, each il. $s. - 3 15 o 

Seven furgeons, each ios. - - - 3 10 o 

Eight apothecaries, each ios* - - 400 

Sixty mates, each 5s. - i - 1500 

Two chaplains, each 6s. 8d. - - o 13 4 

Three ftorc-kcepers, each 3s. - - 090 

Commanding Officers at the following Pqfts> viz. 

Port George - • . - o f 6 

Niagara - - - - 076 

Detroit - - - 076 

Ofweqratchie - * - - 050 

Michillimakinac - * • - 050 

Carried over 123 19 10 
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A. 1778. DEBATES. jji 

Barrack Mq/lers at the following Forts, viz. 

Per Diem* 

£. /. d m 

Brought over 123 19 10 

Forts George, Miller, and the communication to Albany 040 

Niagara, Schloflcr, Eric, and the communication 'to 

Prefqu'Ifle - - -04 

Communication to Philadelphia - - -04 

Detroit and Michillimakinac - - - 04 

Cumberland and Nova- Scotia . - ° 4 

Chartrcs Kaikaikias, Illinois country - - 04 

Ofwegatchie - - - -040 

Commiflary general of ftores, provifions, and forage from 

the 1 ft of February, 1777, - - 3 o o 

> 128 7 10 

EfiahUJbment of General and General Staff-Officers of Hofpitals, with 
their rtfpeclive Pay and Appointments in North- America and the Weft- 
lndies/*r the Year 1778, 

General and General Staff-Officers, Per Diem* 

£. J. dm 

Two generals and commanders in chief, each iol. 20 o o 

Eight aids-de-camp to ditto, each ios. - - - 400 

Two fecretaries to ditto, each ios. - - 100 

Four lieutenant-generals, each 4U . • ■ - 16 o o 

Eight aids-de-camp to ditto, each ios. * 4 p O 

Six major-generals, each 2I. - - 12 o o 

Six alds-de-camp to ditto, each ios. - - 30a 

One major-general in the Weft-Indies * - - 2 O o 

One aid-de-camp to ditto - - - o 10 O » 

Six brigadiers general, each il. ios, „ - . 900 

Ten majors of brigade, each jos. - - 500 

Two quarter-mafters general, each il. - - 2 O o 

Two deputy. ditto, each ios. - «• I O o 

Ten affiftants to ditto, each 5s. - ~ 2 10 o 

Two adjutants general, each il. - - 200 

Two deputy ditto, each ios. - 1 o O 

Commiflary of the mu iters - - - • OioO 

Two deputy ditto, each 53. - o 10 o 

Two judge advocates general, each ios # - • x o o 

Burack-mafter general - - * 100 

Carried over $800 

Z 2 
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l^ • PARLIAMENTARY A> 1778* 

Pfr Diem. 

I, s. d. 
Brought over 38 q q 

Commiflary of the ftores T - - 100 

Surgeon to the forces ■- - - o 10 

Two provoft jnarfl^ls, each 95. 6d. - - • • 05 

One fpurier - - , o 



o 
o 

5 * 



Offiw of the Hyftitals, &c. 



Five pbyficians, each il. - - 500 

Three purveyors and clerks, each il. 5s, . . ^ 15 o 

Seven furgeons, (each ih 10s. - - . 3 10 o 

Eight apothecaries, each ips» - * 400 

Sixty-mates, each 5s. - , 1500 

Two chaplains, each 6s. 8d. - - - o 13 4 

\)Thfee (lore-keepers, each 3s. - - p 9 o 

Commanding Officers at the following Po/ls 9 viz. 

Fdrt George - . - . 076 

Niagara - r , ., - Q 7 6 

Detroit - r • . O* 7 6 

Ofwegatchie r . • - Q S o 

Michillimakinac - - r 5 Q 

Barrack Mafitrs at the following Forts, &c. 

Forts George, Miller, and the communication to Albany 
Niagara, Schloffers, Eric, and the communication to 

Prefqu'Ifle - '- '. 

Communication to Philadelphia - , O 2 
Detroit and Michillimakinac 
Cumberland and Nqva-Scotia 



040 

4 o 

o 

040 

040 

o 

4 o 



Chartres Kafkafkias, Illinois country - -04 

Ofwegatchie - - . * . 04^ 

pommiffary general of ftores, proyifjojis and forage 300 

* Total 128 7 iq 
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IjlaViijkment of Hofpital Officers belonging to iis Majefly's Garrifons in 
North- America and tbefyf eft- Indies, %vitb their refptftive ray and 
Aftointmtnti for the Tears 1774, 1775, 1776, 1777, andi-tfi. 

1774, North America. Per Diem* 

£. /. d. 

Outlet, Surgeon nftjar b 10 o 

St. Auguftlnti Surgeon • O 10 o 

Penfocola, Surgeon * - • o 10 o 

JI4Ui/Zr, Surgeon * - o 10 o 

huth Carolina j Surgeon • • . - » 040 

Two mates, each 3s. 6o\ 7 o 

Neva-Scotia* Surgeon - - 0030 

Si.jfjfoft, Nevtf<mn<Uand. Surgeon's mate - - 036 

Providence^ Surgeon - - + O 3 O 

Bermudas, Surgeon's mate - * 036 

Grenada, 4 Surgeon and purveyor OX50 

$t. Vincent^ Surgeon - - ' o lo o 

Dominica, Surgeon •» • •. o 10 o 

Ji^#, Surgeon . • o lo 6 

N.B. The like dUbJifhment as the above for the years 1775,, 1776, 
!777> and *77 8 ' 



A Aqeunt of the Number of Recruits raifedfor his Kdajejly y s Service in 
Great-Britaja, from the 29th of September, 1774, to the 2$tb of 
September, 1777, dijlinguijhing each Year. 

Number of Recruits inlifled* 

From the agjh of September, 1774^ to the ift of Odober, 1775, 

cavalry 456, infantry 3408. 
from the 1 ft of O&ober, 1775* to the ift of October, 1776; ca- 

valry 785, infantry 1158a. 
from tbe : ift of O&ober,. 1776, to the 29th of September, 1777, 

favalry ^6^ infantry 7545. 
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Account of Perfohs employ td in the different Branches of the Commiffariate 
belonging to his ^Majeftfs Forces in North- America and the Weft. 
Indies, with their refpeftive Pay and Appointments for the Years 1774, 

, 1775, and 1776. 



*774- 



North- America. 



Com miliary of the (lores 

Commiffary of ftores and pro-, 
vifions 

Commiffary general of ftores 
and provi lions 

Commiffary general of ftores 
and provifions 

Deputy commiffary of ftores 

Commiffary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Commiffary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Ditto of St. John's IJland\ Commiffary of ftores and pro- 
*' vifions 



Staff, 

<Garrifon of Quebec, 

Ditto of St. Auguftine, 

Ditto of Penfacola, 

Ditto of Mobille, 
Ditto of Nova- Scotia, 

Ditto of Louijbourg, 



Per Diem. 
£. s. J. 

1 o 



Grenada, 
St. Vincent, 
Dominica? 
Tobago^ 



Wejl-Indies. 

Commiffary general of ftores 
and provifions 

Commiffary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Commiflary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Deputy commiffary of ftores 
and provifions 



o 10 
o 15 

o 10 

o 4 



o 
o 
o 

o 

o 



04® 
05a 
to 5 9 



o is 9 

O 10 

o 10 o 



o 10 
N. B. The like account as the above for the years 1775 and 1776, 
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dccomt of Perfons employed in the different Branches of the Cemmiffariato 
belonging to his Majeftfs Forces in North- America and the Weft- 
Indies, with their refpeftive Pay and Appointments for the Tear 1777. 



North- America. 

Commiflary of the ftores ' 
Commiflary of ftores and pro- 

vifions 
Commiflary general of ftores 

and provisions 
Commiflary general of ftores 

and provifions 
Deputy commiflary of ftores 
Commiflary of ftores and pro- 

vifions - 

Commiflary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Ditto of St. John's Iflandy Commiflary of ftores and pro- 

vifions - - . 

Staff, Commiflary general of ftores, 

provifions and forage, from 
Feb. 1, 1777 



Garrifon of %uekec 9 

Ditto of St. Auguftine* 

Ditto of Penfacola 9 

Ditto of Mobille, 
Ditto of Nova-Scotia 9 

Ditto of Louifiourgy 



Per Diem. 

£. Sn d m 

100 

o 10 o 

o 15 o 

o 10 o 
040 

040 

050 

050 

300 



Weft-Indies. 



Ditto of Grenada* 
Ditto of St. Vincent , 
Ditto Dominica ', 
Ditto Tobago % 



Commiflary general of ftores 

and provifions - O 15 o 

Commiflary of ftores and pro- 
vifions - - o 10 O 

Commiffary of ftores and pro- 
vifions - - o 10 o 

Deputy commiflary of ftores 

and provifions - o 10 o 



Account 
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Account of Ptrfehs employed in the different Branches of the Commiffariatt 
btUnging to his Afaje fly's Forces in North- America and the Weft. 
Indies, with their r effective Pay and Appointments for the Tear 1778. 



North- America. 

Commiflary f ftores 

Commiflary of ftorcs and pro- 
vifions 

Commiflary general of ftores 
and provifions 

Commiflary general of ftores 
and provifions 

Deputy commiflary of ftores 

Commiflary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Commiflary of ftores and pro- 
vifions 

Ditto of St. John's Ijbnd, Commiflary of ftores and pro- 
vifions s 
Staffs Commiflarv general of ftores, 

provifions, and forage 



Staffs 

Garrifon of S*ttebec y 

Ditto of St. Auguftine, 

, Ditto of Penfacota, 

Ditto of Mobility 
Ditto if Nova- Scotia, 

Ditto of Louifleurg, 



Per*Dim. 
£. s, L 
.10 



o 10 
040 

040 

050 

o i 

300 



TVefl- Indies. 



Ditto of Grenada, 
Ditto of St. Vincent* 
Ditto of Dominica, 
Ditto of Tobago, 



Commiflary general of ftores 

and provifions - © 15 

Commiflary of ftores and pro- 

vificns - o 10 o 

Commiflarv of ftores and pro- 
vifions - • 10 o 

Deputy commiflary of ftores 

and provifions - o 10 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 



i 






& 5 

R,C© 



a 

3 8 

£■* 

i 



v 



* 
.* 

& 



1 



o 
o 






00 



5. 



C 



6 









60 to 
CO o 



o 





# 
00 



ON 



o 



en 



p ->8 



II! II 



1* d 



O O 



mo 



000 

<* O 
« d 

NO *• 



O CO 



o 

00 



en 



o 



= 1 




o 






I. 

■8- 

!< 



•4 
O 



Digitized 



dbyGocjgle 






M 

o 
•A 



O 

o 



o 
o 



1 



a* 



00 



O 

vOsO 
O* OS 






CO 



o 
o 

M 

C«* 
O 



o 


O 


o 







$ 


r% 


On 


d 


■ *t 


CI 





i 









O* ON 



o 



i'l 



I* 



* ft* I u ■ 

e« g O 

i J I 1 

§ o ° fc»S 
sis*, ~ « l*-S ' 




to »*"' 

S «2 . 



• 8 



1 s 



1 



• w. 



.2 * 

c To 

1 S 



o ^ 2 ~ 



q 



i 

oo 

NO 



cu 






1 







o ej 2js k «s w £3 



(ScS 



e Z 
c S 
&1 | • 

*3 M M 

fc fe «3 

YA - 

Ih o C 

Q 



£ 



•s 

s 

1 
i 



£ 
& 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 177k 



DEBATES. 



179 



AbJbraM of the Number of Recruits raifed by the fevered Regiments in Ire- 
land, as they have been returned to" the Adjutant -General by the rejpee- 
tive Commanding-Officers of Regiments, from the 29th of September, 
1774, to the aytb of Septem. 1777, dijlingui/hing each year. Aqjutant- 
Generals Office* Dublin, January j, 177©.. 



Regiments* 



Horfc 



I 



Dragoons, 



Foot 



ift, 
ad, 

^ 
4th, 

5th, 

8th, 

9 th, 

1 2th, 

14th, 
Li 8th, 

3 \ 
1 ith, 

19th, 

30th, 

3* d > 
36th, 

66th, 

67th, 

68th, 



Numhtrof Re- 


NumberofRe- 


Numhtr.fRt- 


TlaltfKt- 


cruits raifed, 


cru'iti raifed, 


cruitt raifed, 


cnittrttjtdhy 


from lyb of 


from 


lybof 


from 29/* •/ 


tacbRtgmmt, 


Sept. 1774, to 


Sept. 


1775. to 


Sept. 


1770, ff 


Jrm *9'* »/ 


29'* ff Sept. 


iqtb of Sept. 


29^ of Sept. 


Sept. I774>" 


1775- 


I776« 




1777 




19 Sep. 1777- 


26 




65 




56 


147 


28 




59 




66 


Il6 


2t 




47 




48 


22 




58 




68 


I48 


42 




154 




110 


306 


45 




170 




45 


260 


35 




118 




48 


20I 


73 




136 




6< 


27O 


23 




138 




*£ 


257 


89 




171 




48 


308 


5i 




J40 




«5 


2l6 


79 




*7* 




194 


444 


100 




429 




5 2 


586 


30O 




254 




78 


432 

48 1 


85 




271 




"5 






180 




126 


306 


246 




239 




95 


580 


255 




79 




141 


475 


*43 




232 




133 


508 


221 




13a 




198 


55 » 



Total 1684 



3^43 



1818 



6745 



J. BOWER, Deputy- Adjutant General. 

N.B» The Regimental Books of the 32d Regiment of Foot were all 
loft by the Wreck of the Rockingham Tranfport, on the 22d of 
December, 1775. 



A a 2 



Return 



Digitized by 



Google 1 



i* 



**?l?l * 



1 

I 

G 



3 



3 






a 1 1 
•a-e-s 

00 00 & 

««« 

III 

S o o 

** •* N» 

»^ fcT iT 

iff 

■til 

*** 

gas 

£ 8 8 

TS's 

.5 .5.3 

§ a 8 



^ . 

8 " 
«?„ 

a.g 

tl 
is 

a5 

'£•"3 

ft 

> . -5 

-a 

o 

I 



Digitized by 



Google 






i 



* 



v 



\ 




£ 



* M 

«1 



$ 

«§ 
^ 
$ 



ygpummiu pup p&wftq o«ih©o««omoo 

pVPfjO OOOOmOOOO 

pidimj " %el * V >* / »0^'0 h mo 
r^ *!• ^*- r*» r». e»> e* o ti n 

f»\0 NO *r> r*\ fs.00 ooooo 
•a»Av ** l>»00 Or* 1 " N ^ ON m 

pUtHUWOQUQ **?o 0>© O JJO 
wwt'^wtn^w cnoo 



9*»fu4t*flJ, P*» SMmmiuQ 



« *>t^ «oo 



DO M«0 tO 00 O 

M M M M M H 



rJ 






•0tfhfrtfMi«fe O hhmOOOmmo 

rw^° hHNM . MNOHO 



OOmOmmQOO 



qn*P2 



j 



OmmOmOmQmO 
COO0OO«OOO 

I'llllllll 

Wh 



I 



5 



OS 

o 

w 



o 

NO 






% 



i 



<o£<is:os^s 



Digitized by 



Google 



rpfiummMJfl* SftiMq^ia™ ° ° 



a 


iri 




*> 
5 


git 


fc 




V 


r 


■8 


JS 




§ 


< 




* 


' 1 




^ 


■* 






4< 




"2 


§ 




at 


^ 




1? 






l-i 


b] 




It 






J 




4 




v 




i 




4 


• 
•*• 




$ 


< 

o 




^ 


v 




i 

•§ 


r 
» 


k 


^ 




s 




& 




£ 




■s 




V 




"S 




1 







* 



{ 



*< 



4 



r*9a° " ° ° 

pfftfUJ m * * *• 

• f!d P*° wni h" 2 °° T2 

tummnjQ fw u9i*4uutJj,° * *° w 

IMF****** 1 * * E * 

fwj&E 2 2 S 

mrjM>w$" ** o o 

00 o o ♦ 

tma"f *$*&'** 2 2 S 

Wm h m m 

ftiatf wi tittup ° 2 ° ° 
pu»mmo9UQ,° ° ° ■** 

'pn&H *i ws" g ° ° 

I*»/m? ujtamnjQ qwx ****** M 

§J9fpULMU*n^^ *> *> ° 

tuo72M§** ****** 
Wffjnfpy** m m m 



tiutuijnitq 

W% M • M " 

o m o o 






tpMl*))*imi>Otri 



i 

J 



INI 



© = *&* 

^?3 



2 



Digitized by 



Google 






o 
•a 
6 

o 

> 

si 



-a 

c 

of 



I 
I 

I 

-si 



* 









11 



■t 
if 



Jpq o o o O m o 

fWQ ~ ~ ° M © O » 

BW3J39Y O O m Q O « 

VHMfiQ" « © m O fOO 

tiwftrt* 0*0 m O O Q 



* 


rS 


5 
1 


I 


1 




1 


4- 




to 



I. 



p 






p9*Q°0 O O « O O 

tJ9n4mnjj,^° * o o « o 

M M M M MM 

f*9Wm9UQ° 00-0-0 

AW^^f^** ° M * « ° ° 
m rs. m w*» ^> rr>«o 

(ma M/ifmfijj^, Jp 2 * *" 2 2 

00 m r^ m «*>o *o 

•mm r 00 ©» *■"* Os ♦! 0*00 

i W * V Jb ft M M M M M M 

tfnofdnj uq? ° +*° * °° * 
pntuf W Hi/van ° o m o m m w 

puommo9 «oJ 0,M,0w0 

I'ntf'H *! ws M ° " ° ° ° ° 
tj9jjpfifc ut pis 2 H 2" 2 H M ** 

so «ooo -^- t**t>. «• 

4»cr Mftfrnjuj s ~ 2- Sr 2 £ £ 

mtfuft6fi*B fuv -4*»AJ, *- "» * ^ * ° * 
siunCas*"* *** ^»°^ 

tJ9{f*»-J9UPntf° •O"*'**©*© « 

tuortung" m m m o h o 

ttuwnCpy" o w h m m m 

tutt^<fpqj 000-00 

U3UJ0Q «o m «*>»*» m *i -*■ 

WPUIJOM/J * ****** *"» *" m * 

fltUfjJfft "* *** **1 fO m ft N 



If 






I 



tJttvyi - .0 - - « »■« * 

tfMpQ JUVHJtWlJ O m m O O O O 



I 



1 1 



I'! 






1 



i 

I 
1 



i 






Digitized by 



Google 





If 


c 




^ » 


i| 




. v ** 




** 


*S 






1? 


.-•«, 


.*» -1 


3 * 


s o 


fcq n© 


r*» 


* m 


t» 




*■§ 


7 * 


V o 


•«*» 


W 




<45 


U^ 






52--S 


2* 


*£ »-» 






»■?!• 


%» 5 n2 


** ~<^ 




** ~S "* 


« £ ^0 






M M M M 

••00 0O0 Qvf»>OV»(J S COCO NO t* H M M 



ts. co el m o O no «nw N»flM N e* c* 
, »o m o I s * « < ooo »o m »o <v> m m r» m O O 

t — • ^««-non'* , somo o\o© ^m no, o 

£> «0«ot «^»vO m^t»)H m «« n €*»"*■ «"»n* 

a* 00 OO d m n **• co ^NO «^J\o *n ^ *n ^» ^ 



1 






^5 ooooo o\ O « to d" m 00 *5? »/> cV2f o o 
iooo*»MOvooo«*»»o^t*moo 



a M»OOnQ wjm v>06 *OVO OvOO »«00 

*. SI *-oo no ^NW co N m \© o© O «<*■ en&* 



O'C am «ooo oo »o ©\nO 



►c o \o o» co »ooo ( 

<t oo m «o on Q t"» 

•*■ t>» o\ on o ^1- 

M M «« M M tl 



»flO\M Wi- 



ll ©AOO n© 00 ^o^^-^mno «t SO »-NO 



a> 



C » *oo s m •* on co n onno ^ mso 4 s 
p S2 in o O moo n n on m jt^^rvO «•> 
= .-codcoOmi-icorxNNOiov-, tN. 

nm.^^Nvo nno u-|\o r^oo oo oo 
rtrtctrtmoNMctctctctctet 



.§ 



O O 

o o 
5 »/» 

CO w> 
O ON 



*J JNO\N »O00 C^mMOOOOOOmmOO 
S . «^n© O <«» <n«l OM4NO OAOS»Ot^O O O 

tj «* M M MM MM M 

J*s ^00 NO «0 O m ^- pono 0O lOMMt Q O 
C . \ onoo on t- « to ^-oo h o»«rt *noo o ox 

h S2 O C*rorrjfcr>rr>M rl ^^n O SON mt»» 

Q ^*"30 ** Sno OM^ «$- ro co S O ONTJ-NO Q 

WroNHel»^MMMf|MMMeif*C*> 



•^ n •*• **^no no oo ** on »o o — 



to *» O O 

M 

miomr^M « ooo o soo no no n o o 



*t-N© so ro M O NO M O 



8 . ', S N "<*• m ^f- rro On rn CN «f"NO OO 0>NO po 

to Nioo s m oo f « •i-i'd-in'-'oo ^-ONOsroo 

^ N r#-oo *^>0 NbTO^O W H ^"^O r*t «*» 

^ l^> ON W m rt rf-ro^Ol^O NT^ O M 



d N O tOM M H 



MMMMMM«)t| 



- O rr, i» ^ O 



O C\tS« 'i-'-' m*0^fM <J-M O* 



•>»j » ^y »u> n rt « ^ ^^ rr> w^ •* "" v/ ^ ^ 



M M M N N M 



o o 
o o 

3"? 



t>. m NNNO O 



O S Ov O On N co O^NO O O 



ft n~ i « c v^» m r>. t-^ o co t-^ t^-oo ^ m r* s on o» 

S3 ** ^»<oo O c» tJ- ^- c» so OOO co co *t- o^oo no »o 

on ono n «-i »oao ci oo oc •-• co w.no ^- n 

O 0>>-«00 l^^irJ t*- «^ u-, M i-« m O Mf-» 

^•coNo^-^-^-<^-^-^|-'^-fco»o»o*o»Ofn 

• M cT co ^ vAsO* tCoO* ON O* M M CO *T »^i>0 

so\o<covovo\oono r> r* s t^ r» r> s 



6 

C5 



E 
o 

a 

CO 
CO 

< 



-I 






Jh 



Digitized by 



Google 



in, Dec. i, 1777. 

Wantingto Since loft 
compkte. Return. 




00 

O o 

O O 

o o 

o o 

o o 

o 

o o 

o o 

o o 

o o 

3 * 

o o 



77 1 1 o 1 



4* 
X 

44 
*3 

x 

T 

*S 

21 

9 

el 

34 



5100 
0001 
oxoo 
0000 
oxo 

O O I 

000 

0000 

0000 

OOOO 

oxoo 

p X o o 



o 
o 
.0 



3 x 327 6'6 x a 



o o 
o o 
o o 



Q I O O I 
O OOOO 
O OOOO 



00 O I O O X 



3 * 3*7 7613 



Digitized by 



Google 



Wcmber i, 1777. 



Effective Rank and Tilt. 

t A ' ■■ > 

Men. 



Since loft Re- 
Wantingto turn, 
complete. Men. H*r/>s. 



1 



i 



%* 1 .5 






6 <. 6 
1 Troop * 10 o 1 o 11 
a Troop 4 5 o 109 
j Troop C 1 o 507 
z Troop d o o 



Troop B 



146 

146 
ir6 
116 



Troop a o o 13 o 4 ir6 116 
Royal K 7 843 234 451 



^ i 

123 I 
125 2 

95 o 
116 o 

5 



1 

I 
s 

12 

20 

6 

o 



l? £ A * £<3 

140 00 10 o o 

139 O O 12 3 2 

1150 6 12 10 

122 O 6 IO 7 O 
256 OO 640 






Q<5 

O O 

o o 

o 
6 o 

1 o 



1 

Sot 
000 
010 
000 
20 o o 



*3 

2 Queen** o 
a Royal 1 5 
1 Royal ^ 1 

3 King's < 6 

4 Regimei 7 

6 InniflciL 4 

7 Queen'* 3 

10 Regime; 5 

11 Rrgime, j 
15 King's ^3 



28 4 34 758 710 8 54 772 o 12 50 15 2 7 • 25 1 1 



1 135 

O 122 
O O 

o 32 

I 

o 

112 
IO 
12 

34 



166 
168 
167 

'55 

163 
i6z 
164 

16, 

156 

252 



'43 

130 

o 

3° 
o 



29 

5> 
168 

164 

166 

65 

175 

15° . 
230 10 36 



2 
1 
o 

2 

2 

3 ° 

O IOI 

3 6 

4 25 



174 o 
186 o 

168 o 

182 o 
166 o 

169 o 

166 I 

184 o 

179 O 12 

276 o o 



0000 
IOOO 
0000 

I O O I 
IOOO 

4000 
OOIO 
2000 

IOOO 

I o 1 o 18 



910 

601 
000 
13 o o 
000 
8 , j 
010 
000 
400 

~ 2 O 



4» 


9 45 8 39 


16 1716 13^2 27 471 1850 1 4S 


100 11 2 1 58 5 4 


71 


9 4* 6 43 


50 2474 2062 35 525 2G22 1 60 


150 26 2 9 1 83 6 5 


5i 


40 7 
4 69 5 


8 244 239 35 274 8 
2 i>7 104 64 i6S n 


5 IIOO 000 
18 ' 000 


6 


4 109 12 


10 401 343 00 442 19 


23 IIOOO 00 



77 13 595 55 60 2S75 2405 35 624 3064 1 79 '73 2 7 3 9 * 83 6 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



follow 



n, 



bcr l. 




» 






66 44 1 
42 3 1 
47 33 1 



155 128 



i 



20 17 

19 'Si 

17 10 
23 16! 

*f I3 ' 

16 10 

27 21J 

21 14' 

18 12. 

15 I2 I 

*3 »5! 



214 155. 



369 283 



44 i* 
25 19 



49 3^ 



418 31^ 



M>thGem*l Si 


7- 




' | 


COLO 


1' 




WW, 




« 


ra 


l 


<nant Gener*ij 


*1 


eneral Georg: 


& 


dedbyBrigJS 


1* 


mt General 5g 


ft %■» * 


nt Gen. Ripa. 


eneral Ricbi £ 


b& § i 


nt General He 


Staff, 4^) c§ Q 

oth> 000 

aoth* * 3° ** 


tn. Right H»e« 


ieneral Jamflor 
at Gen, Holoi 


*ift, : x 3® *° 


4nt Gen. Hde 


24th' 3o *° 


flHonourablffd 


ath >o 30 22 


general Lordc 


3 ,a>o 22 15 

34th >° *9 « 

47th** 24 18 

• 53d >o so 20 

620% >° ** *° 


jeneral Eyrearl 


ieneral Charor 


Sen* Rt. Homr 

< XL 


Artillery? * 3° « 
Royal H)° ?* " 


• be 


' tl 


Royal R.»° 3© ** 
10 15 5 


■ ; :,' 


3 3 ?39 *34 5 « r . 




>nt 




Dn 


Note, 1 


•al 



Digitized by 



Google 



,V<3uy Carletxm j Head-Quarters at 



£fe&vt Rani and file. 



til 






* .8 



! Troop » fc .8 

a Troop j? J 

I Troop C * •» 

a Troop * ° ° 

Royaler J 7 

4.78 47 

3-7° 54 

a QueerT*4 6 * 

1 Royal W* 1 30 

* King's «77 19 

4 Regime* 8 * *8 

6 InmnciU79 '5 

7 Queen'** 3 6 3 

10 Regim*8°4 3 

11 Rrgim< *4° * 
jc Kiug's J" ' 




113 257 146 545 * I 48 6156 6 479 10 15 6 



1 King's ^ 
3 Regimej 



GUY CARLETON. 



Digitized by 



Google 



r TiM« to be place* 
r liie^to Table No. 4. 



Monthly Return of the follow 



w*« 



1 1 I COLO 

* . I t 1 

^A Light Dragoons 1 6tfoops rft July, 1777- Lieutenant Genera «*- 

17th ditto 6 ditto Ditto, Major General Georr- 1 ^r 

Foot Guards two 10 Ditto, Commanded by Brig£~0. j 

4th Foot ■ 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General*^. * | 

rth do. ■ - — — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant Gen. Ri|^ V* 3 

7th do, ■ ■ 10 Ditto, Major General Rich s**X ] 

lothdo. ■ — — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General 1 ^X 

15th do. — * — 10 Ditto, Major Gen. Right H * v *"^ * 

16th do. ■ __ 10 ift April 1 777, Major General Jame^i^r^ 

17th do. — 10 xft J B ty i777> Lieutenant Gen. Ho-*^ < 

aaddo. — — — - 10 Ditto, Lieutenant Gen. Ha 1 ^^ « 

23d do. ■ ■ 10 Ditto, General HonourabteF* ^~ * 

46th do. — - 10 Ditto, Major General Lor<J^ *^ * 

37th do. ■ ■ '■ 10 Ditto, Major General EyreF^f^ 

ajfafacb. ■ ■ 10 Ditto, Major General Charf*- ^ 

- «* Ditto. X,ient. Gen» Rt. Hoi^^ "^ 




Digitized by 



Google 



pfGeni 



* 

•s 



6l 

7 
o 

14 
9 
o 

'9 

2 

o 

6$ 

o 
10 

I 

12 
18 

12 

o 



2 

36: 

35: 

94' 
49' 
S 1 ' 
iSt 
44c 
44c 

55 
39- 

5" 

5 ^ 

31: 

43< 

44* 

4S* 

47- 



Digitized by 



Google 



jtee* 




Monthly Return of the follow 



1 






COLC 



. 6 troops i ft July, 1777. Lieutenant Gene 

6 ditto Ditto, N Major General G e< 

lo Diitr», Commanded by Bri 

1 a Ditto, Lieutenant Genera 

10 Ditto, Lieutenant Gen. R 

10 Ditto, Major General Rid 

10 Ditto, Lieutenant General 

10 Ditto, Major Gen. Right i 

10 ift April 1777, Major General Jan 

10 ill July 1777, Lieutenant Gen, H 

10 Ditto, Lieutenant Gen. H 

10 Ditto, General Honourab 

10 Ditto, Major General L01 

1 o Ditto, Major General Eyi 

10 Ditto, Major General Chz 

10 Ditto, Lieut, Gen. Rt. H 

10 Ditto, Major General He 

id Ditto, Major General Sir 

10 Ditto, Major General Rol 

10 Ditto, Colonel Sir Robert 

10 Ditto, General Lord Job r 

10 Ditto, Lieutenant Genera 

10 Ditto, General James At* 

10 Ditto, Lieutenant Genera 

10 Ditto, Major General Ho 

10 Ditto, Major General He 

10 Ditto, - Lieutenant Gener: 



Digitized by 



Google 



11 



in 



fGe 



>P 
Edic 

IhtJ 

rd] 
td# 
^n. 
G 
[iom 
iou 
Sir 
Ad 
fa 
les< 
t.C 
yC 

yrC , 

i rtl 

• Jan 
rfui 
Ho 
cro 
Wil 
>un 
.A 



% 

i 
I 

a, 

62 

7 
o 

9 
o 

*9 

2 

o 

6S 

o 
10 

I 

12 
18 
12 

15 
O 

2 

8l 

94 

z 
6 

S 
3 

19 
5 
o 



51 

\ 

i 
i 
4 

1 

4 

5 

4 

i 

4 
4 
4- 
* 

s. 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



t -J 



A .i W ~ I .» 



N. B. The Queen's American Kangers, oi e 
are not included in the above Return. 



Digitized by 



Google 



r ■ <p- 



Ge 



I I 

I 

r 1 



A. M HOWE. 



[ Digitized by 



Googk 




tate of the Troops, Britifk and G 



p* 



s 



Commiffion 



Digitized by 



Google 



;£t Philadelphia, I 



fi 



Sid 



Wounded Tot 



#.* 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



State of the Troops, Britifh 
Henry Clinton^ at 



Officers prefent. 
a_ , 



Commiffion* 



srf. 



Regiment or Corfu 



pad, 

^ 38th, 

S4th, 
1 57th, 



3 s 3 



Total 



r Kochl«?r , 8 Grenadieri 
Prince Chariest, 
Trumbach tx 

Stein, 

- Wiflcmbach, 
*£ < Prince Hereditaire, 
* * Regiment WaUeck, 
Landgrave, 
Dufurth'?, 

Huyne, __ 

^ Bunau, ■ 






Total Foreign 



7 
6 
6 

4 

7 

5 

10 

5 



533650440888 



5 8 94* 7* 4 1 3 IO ri 9 



Total Britifli and Foreign 5 13 ia 78 122 85 3 18 19 17 



Digitized by 



Google 



knd 

Numeral Sir 



Pre/tnt i 
ftfrrDiw Commit R"» k 
I r -S^ Fifr, Drummers 
nd Fife". 



.5 * - ' * 

co Q ft •« »: C 

21 '5 .f fr | ^ 



1*1 




^ »5* 97 2743 



39 16 

56 21 
52 21 

49 18 
52 20 

5^ 2f 

24 17 

4* 17 

54 2i 

44 19 

50 20 



262 
452 
443 
349 

3S4 
428 

378 
377 
441 

359 
400 



522 211 4243 5 
574 3°8 6986 15 



li-America, 



digitized b> 



Gc ogle 



I 



DEBATE S. 




f a Later from Mr. Robinfon to Richard Oliver, Bff. 
frning Mr. Atkinfon'i Rum Contract. June 6/£, 1777. 

jME exceptions having been taken to the propriety of 
Jtraft entered into by the lords commiffioners of the 
~~y with Mr. Atkinfon, for fupplying a quantity of 
his Majefty's forces in America* at 5s. 3d. per gallon, 
: gentleman beinc defirous, a* well as their Lordfhips, 
_5 laid contraft mould undergo a thorough inveftiga- 
it has been propofed to fubmit the fame to your judg- 
, jointly with Beefton Long and Richard Neave, Efqrs. 
1 thereupon dire&ed by their Lordfhips to requeft the fa- 
' of you to take the trouble of iuoh .examination, and if I 
jfe your permiffion fo to do, I have their Lordfhips further 
ifc&ions to tranfinit you the necefiary papers for that pur- 
ine. 

i Sir, &c. 

1 John Robinson. 

A like letter to Beefton Long, Efq.. jointly with Richard 
01iver and Richard Neave, Efqrs. dated, &c. as above. 
I* Ditto to Richard Neave, Efq. ditto with Beefton Long and 
fcichard Oliver, Efqrs. ditto. 
i» 

f 

. Report of Mtfjrs. Long, Neave, Glover and Crichton, on the 
Reference of Mr. Atkinfon's Rum Contra fi. July 16, 1777* 

My Lords, 

IN confequence of a requeft to us from your Lordfhips, 
fignified by Mr. Robinfon, that we would undertake the 
examination of " a contract entered into by the lords com- 
mrffioners of the treafury with Mr. Atkinfon, for fupplying a 
quantity of rum to his Majefty's forces in America at js. 3d. 
per gallon/' and with the concurrence of your Lordfhips, to 
call in ariy third or fourth perfon as we fhould think proper, 
' we have jointly with Mr. Glover and Mr. Crichton, who 
have obliged us with their eonftant attendance, and iub- 
Jcribed their names hereto, examined the whole evidence fo 
arnpjy furnifhed by your Lordfhips and Mr. Atkinfon, and 
hereby fubmit to your confideration the following report. 

The plan purfued in this inveftigation was to review the 
.feveral circumftances of the time when this contraft was 

Vol. VIII. B b made, 
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made, viz. on the 27th of March, 1776, when your Lord- 
ihips by the minute of your board accepted of the tender 
made by Mr. Atkinfon. 

We find in the contraft itfelf, that every precaution hath 
been obferved for fupplying the forces with rum of that proof 
which is deemed at the London market merchantable Ja- 
maica rum, to afcertain which, the inftrument referred to 
is in our opinion more completely adapted than any other 
mode hitherto devifed ; every party was duly provided with 
fuch an inftrument by the board of treafury, and the while 
quantity of rum delivered hath been certified by the fcvend 
' commanders or commiflaries in America as correfpondiag 
with the proof ftipulated by the contraft, . 

To eftablifh the price of fuch rum at the time, and juftly 
to compute the charges and expences attending its delivery 
in North America, due information hath been obtained, and 
the following calculation, which we believe to be as accurate 
as the nature of the fubjeft would admit, is the refult of oar 
enquiries, 

1. d> Parts* 
Firft coft, at as. 9d. Jamaica currency per 

gallon, making fterhng - • I 11 gj 

Calk - - . - 030 

Shipping charges 5s. fterling per puncheon 00 . 60 
Leakage in the ifland, af per cent 00 60 

Commiffion 5 per cent - -* 23 77 % 

Coft on board at Jamaica - - 01 4$ 



25 ** 



Infurance to the fcveral places of delivery 

averaged at 1 3 guineas per cent - 0475 

Freight and primage - - 07 50 

Agency in America, ros. fterling, per punch. 01 26 

Lending charges, 2s. 6d. fterling, ditto o o • 30 



Intereft of money and charges in England, 

3 per cent 
Leakage till landed, 10 per cent 
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From this calculation, your Lordfhips may judge how far 
the contraft in queftion might at the time have been reafinably 
made cheaper ; we have therein made a full allowance for 
every charge, which might probably oocurinfuch a tranf- 
a£tion« 

It is very difficult to give an opinion upon another objeft 
referred to us, vis. " What unforefeen nfques or expences 
have been actually incurred in the execution of the faid con* 
trad, to diminim or take away fuch reafonablc profit as 
might have been expe&ed by the contractor," as unforefeen 
accidents may have happefaed from various caufes, either from . 
itnexpeded events, which could not be forefeen or allowed 
for, or from negtefts and imprudencies in ibme part of the 
management, all which every undertaking may be liable to, 
and of which no eftimatc can be formed. 

Finally, we fubmit that private contra&s are the moft 
liable to exception, and whether contracts in future are of- 
fered by public notice to the loweft bidder, or the article re- 
quired is purcbafed in Great Britain, or elfewhere, by agents, 
at a commiffion ufual among Merchants, or procured by any- 
other mode whatfoever, the protection of convoy in every 
inftance is efTential, not lefs to the oeconomy, than to the 
effectual fer vice of the ftate, without a certainty of fuch pro- 
te£tion for a bafis. We, in anfwer to that part of the refe- 
rence, requefting our opinion upon future contfa&s, can only 
reprefent to your Lordfhips, the infuperable difficulty of 
ftating any price to be given hereafter, which would not be 
(ubject to objection ; but in a public view, if contraftors, are 
obliged to take upon themfelvcs all contingencies their ut- 
moft efforts may prove ineffectual, and that firft objeft of 
' public care in time of war, the fupply of the army, be ut- 
terly defeated. . 

Wc have the honour to be, my Loifts, 

your Lordfhips moft obedient 

and moft humble fervants, 
Beeston Long, 



The right honourable the Lords 
CommiJJioners of the Treasury. 



Richard Neave, " 
R. Glover, 
William CRicKtptf. 



B b % Mips* 
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Meffrs, Long, Neave, tor. Further Report on Afr. Atkinfon** 
Rum Certificate* Augujl%\> i*]TJ. 

My Lords, 

WE are happy in your Lordfhips' approbation of the tram* 
ble we have taken in the bufiriefs of examining Mr, Atkirifon's 
rum contraft, for which your Lordfhips' have been pleafed 
tp direct Mr. Robinfon to return us thanks by his letter of 
the 1 6th initant. Mr. Long having received it ou the 19th, 
tte have t^ken the cariieft opportunity that our refpeftivc af- 
fairs would admit of affembling, in order to reply thereto. 

Your Lordfhips' defire us to acquaint you, 

1 ft, At what period we eftimated that thirteen guineas per 
cent, was the rate of insurance. 
. adly, On what items we have computed fuch infurance. 

^dly, Whether, in our opinion, the accidents which have 
happened in this cafe to diminifh the contractor's profit, have 
arilen from, neglect ormifmanagement, or are among the ac- 
cidents which could not be foreseen, and flrhich may happen 
from various caufes, and of which nc* eftimate can be formed. 

In anfwer to the firft query, we beg leave to repeat to 
your Lordfhips what we have ftated as the ground-work of 
our report, that we eftimated the rate of infurance, as well 
As every other item, upon a review of the circumflances of the 
time when the contraft was made. 

In anfwer to the fecond query, we computed the infurance 
(as will appear on the face of the eftimate) on all die items 
incurred down to the rum being on board fhip, and like- 
wife covered the eftimated premium of the infurancfe, fo as 
to faye the contractor harmlefs in cafe of lofs, having in the 
next item of freight eftimated that article at an extraordinary 
advance, in confederation that the contractor might in this 

S articular cafe be liable to the payment of freight, notwith- 
andingthe fhips might be taken, and the ram confequendy 
not arrive. 

In ^nfwer to the laft query, we beg leave to repeat to your 
Lordfhips, that wc have made the moft ample allowance for 
every charge which even in thefe perilous times could proba* 
bly have affe&ed the undertaking ; and whether the feveral 
charges aftually incurred have exceeded or fallen fhort of 
gur eftimate, and in what particular items ; and whether the 
contractor's profit has been thereby lefs or greater than his 
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expectations, is a fubjeft of inveftigation which we did not 
judge proper to go into then, and we are of the fame opiriion 
now. We have the honour to be* my Lords, ' 

, Your Lordfhips' N 

moft obedient and moft humble fcrvauts, 
Beeston Long, 
Richard Ne ave, R. Gxoveh, 

William Cmckto*. 
To the right honourable the Lords 
Gommiffiortrrs of the Treajury. 

London, Vi£tualling-Off!ce, 16 Jan. 1778. 

An Account of the Expence of the Freight ef Victuallers, hired to 
carry Provifions to North America, and the Value of the fait 
Provifions for the Ufe of the Troops there. Alfo the Value of 
ail Provifions, &t. flipped on board the Ordnance, Store-Sbips f 
Ships* of fVar, JsV. for the Ufe of the faid Troops from the 
ijiofOQ.. 1775, to the y>thof September, 1777. 

Value of provifions, &c. fhipped on board • . 

'*' ordnaricfe ftore-fhips, from ift Oft. 1775, 
to 30th Sept. 1777 - - 1 1436 7 4 

Amount of necdikry money paid to the ma- 
tters of ordnance mips, from ift Oft. 1 775, ; 
to 30th Sept. 1777 - - 69219 4 

Amount of a bill made out to a lieutenant, for 
victualling himielf and fervant on bdard an 
ordnance mip - - 29 2 10 

Value of provifions, &c. (hipped on board 
fhips of war, for the ufe of troops carried 
Cut to North America, from ift Oft. 1775, 

* to 30th Sept. 1777 - - 1740 2 * 

13898 11 8 



Mem. There were not any viftualler* hired to carry pro- 
virions to North America for the ufe of thd troops, from ift 
Oft. 177$, to 30th Sept. 1777, but it appears by accounts, 
tranfmitted by the agents for viftualling his Majefty's navy 
there, that they had lupplied out of the naval flock, provi- 
sion* for the ufe of land forces, between 10th Oft. 1775* 
arid £oth Sept. 1777, to the amount of 16445/. Js. 5|rf. 

Batbs:. Jonas Havwat. Tho* Colby. A. Chokiey. 

Extraa 
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ExtraSI of" a Letter from Lord George Germaine to Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, dated Whitehall- 221/Auguft, 1776. 

I HEREWITH tranfmit you a copy of adifpatch fent to 
General Sir Guy Carleton, which, I think, makes it unne- 
cefTaxy for me to enter into a diicuffion of that part of your 
letter which relates to the difficulties that might arife upon a 
jun&ion of your refpeftive armies. A duplicate of this dif- 
patch is fent therewith, which, for fear any accident fhould 
happen to the original, you will tranfmit to Sir Guy Carte- 
ton by the firft opportunity. 



Extras of a Letter from Lord George Gennaine to Sir Quj 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, I2u/Auguft, 1776. 

THE rapid fuccefs of his Majefty's arms, in driving the 
rebels out of Canada, does great honour to your conduft, 
and I hope foon to hear that you have been able to purfuc 
them acrofs the lakes, and to poffefs thofe pofts upon the 
frontiers which may effe&ually fecure your province from 
any future infulr. 

felis Majefty, in appointing you commander in. chief of 
his forces' in Canada, was pleafed to extend your, commiffion 
to the frontiers of his provinces bordering thereupon, wifely 
forefeeing, that it might be neceffary for the compleating 
jour plan of operations, that you fhould march your army 
Beyond the limits of your own government. I truft, before 
this letter reaches you, that you will, by your f^irit and 
a&ivity, have cleared the frontiers of Canada of all the re- 
bel forces, and will have taken the proper nieafures for keep- 
ing poffeffioa of the lakes. That fervice being performed, 
his Majefty commands me to acquaint you, that there ftill 
remains another part of your duty to be undertaken, which 
will require all your abilities and the ftrifteft application, the 
Teftonng peace, and the eftablifhing good order and legal go- 
vernment in Canada. It is an objeft of the greatefl impor- 
tance to this country, the difficulties attending it are ira- 
menfe ; but his Majefty depends upon your zeal, and upon 
your experience, for carrying it into execution. His Ma- 
lefty, ever anxious for the happinefs of his fubjefts, com- 
mands me to inform you, that up time fliould be loft in be* 

ginning 
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ginning fo important a work, and that you do therefore re- 
turn to Quebec, detaching LieutenantrGeneral Burgoyne,or 
fuch other officer at you (hall think aioft proper, with that 
part of your forces which can be fpared from the immediate 
defence of your province to carry on fuch operations as (hall 
be moft conducive to the fuccefs of the army a&ing on the fide 
of New- York ; and that you direft the officer fo detached to 
communicate with and put himfelf, as loon as poffiblc, under 
the command of General Howe, you will order fuch artillery 
,asyou fhall judge neceffary to proceed with this detachment ; 
and as a great quantity of heavy cannon and military ftpres 
were fent, upon the fuppofition yiat Quebec might have been 
in the hands of the rebels, you will, upon requifition from 
General Howe, Supply him with fuch cannon and ftores as 
may not be wanted for the protection of Canada. 



\ 



Copy *f * Letter from Lieutenant-Qeneral Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germaine, dated Hertford-ftreet, ift January 

*777- 

My Lord, 

MY phyficianhas preffed me to go to Bath for a fhorf 
time, and I find it requilite to my health and fpirits to follow 
his advice : but I think it a previous duty to affure your 
Lordfhip, that fhould my attendance in town become necef- 
fary, relatively to information upon the affairs of Canada, I 
fhall be ready to obey your fummons upon one day's notice. 

Your Lordfhip being out of town, I fubmitted the above 
intentions a few days ago perfonally to his Majefty in his 
ck>iet; and I added, "That as the arrgngemenU for. the 
next campaign might poffibly come under his royal contem- 
plation before my return^ I humbly laid myfclf at his Ma- 
jefty's feet for fuch a&ivc employment as he might think me 
worthy of." 

This was the fubftance of. my audience, on my part. I 
undertook it, and I now report it to your Lordfhip in die hope 
of your patronage in this purfuit ; a hope, my Lord, founded 
not only upon a juft fenfe of the honour your Lordfhip's 
friendfhip m'uft reflect upon me, but aifb upon a feeling that 
I deferve it, in as much as a folid refpeft and fincere perfo- 
nal attachment can conftitute fuch a claim. 

I leave in the hands of Mr. D'Oyley fuch of the memo- 
randums confided to me by General Carleton as require dif- 

patch, 
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patch, fhould yotor Lordfliip think proper to carry them into 
execution. 

I alfo leave in that gentleman's hands the copy of an appli- 
cation relative to boats for the artillery, and which 1 take the 
liberty to fubmit to your Lordfhip as well worthy of confede- 
ration, upon the fuppofition that the enemy fhould arm upon 
Lake George, and that any operation Ihould be advifeableby 
• that route. 

Ilikewife leave the difpofition of winter quarters, which I 
received by the laft fhip from Canada. I find no difpatch is 
tome to your Lordfhip by that occafion, and I conceived 
thofe papers might be of ufe. 

I have the honour tp be, . 
" ' • My Lord,.&c 

J. BUHGOYNE. 

Mmfrnndum **& Ohfervatiom relative to the Service in Canab, 
fubmittedto Lord George Germaine. 

[Rtceivedfrom Lieutenant-General Burgoyne.} 

* General Ca&leton's Requisitions. 

A Battalion of feamen, confifting of 300 at leaft, that 
*the expenfive expedient to which we have been obliged to 
have recourfe this year of detaining tranfports on account of 
their feamen might be avoided in future, even if it Ihould be 
in our power to ufe it ; but as there may not be a number 
fufficient of thofe (hips in the river to furmlh us as before, #e 
ihould in that cafe be at a lofs to man our veffels again ; and 
it feems moft probable, that we (hall have the fame, if not 
greater occafion for them nextfpring, at leaft it mull be ne- 
ceflary to be provided againft, all which may happen, as I 
find it impoffible to remain here*. 

* The above is an extrad of a letter from General Carleton to 
General Bufgoyne, dated Crown-Point, a ad Odober, 1776. 

Observations. 
- The reafoos ftated by General Carleton in favour of the 
propofed corps of feamen, may appear to apply particularly to 
(he fervice of armed veflels, and it may be imagined, that he 
has already, including the crews of frigates and tranfports 
wintering in the river St. Lawrence, a Efficiency of men for 

that 
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at purpofe, even upon a fuppofition that the lakes fhould be 
;ain difputed. 

Bat I beg leave to fuggeft the expediency of fuch a corps 
rthe boats appropriated to the baggage, ammunition, pro- 
fion, intrenching tools, artillery-ftores and various other in- 
fpenfible ftorcs of an army . , 

A certain number of good watermen difperfed in the batta- 
>n boats, particularly in thofe of the foreign troops, who 
innot learn to row well, would be of great ufe in point of re- • * 
ilarity and expedition. 

I am aware, that during the late war the battalion-boats 
we always rowed by their own foldiers, and I believe the 
ire and artillery -boats were alf# fupplied with rowers from 
e regiments ; but it muft be confidered, thfct the regiments 
that time were more than double in numbers to the prefent 
lablifhment. 

After deducing, upon a moderate calculation, the fick 
jfpital guards, general officers guards, many fmall drains of 
jgimental fervice not to be avoided, and perhaps detach- 
lents affiftant to the artillery, the battalions, exclufive of 
renadiers and light-infantry which are feparate from them, 
ill hardly exceed 300 rank and file ; if from that number is 
»bealfo dedu&ed the guard for the boats when the troops 
nd, and for the conveyance and care of ftores that follow 
.e army, the battalions will be much weaker than they ought 
1 be for any operations. 

The Canadians fupply that fervice very ill, their great 
a&ice on the water being in canoes which paddle; they are 
ny aukward with an oar j they are befides under no dtfci- 
line, and continually defert or pretend ficknefs. 
The corps propofed would enable the commander in chief 
> releafe great part of his prefent fea-force, as foon as the 
uTagc of the lakes was accomplifhed. 
To facilitate this meafure, it is humbly fubmitted, that 
ien taken from the rivers in England might anfwer the pur- 
ofe, without interfering with the preient call for able fea- 
len ; and, with all due deference to General Carleton, I 
hould imagine, that fuch a body thrown into independent 
rompanics of 60 each, with proper naval officers, would an- 
Wer better than what is called in the demand a battalion* 
Requisitions. 
An augmentation of artillery, confifting of two companies, 
ad the whole number of companies on the fervice in Canada 
xnpleated to an hundred men each. 
Vol. VIII. C c ' Obsejl- 
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Ob serv anions. 

I think it a duty to prefs upqn your Lordfhips my opinion 
tipon the expediency of this propofal. The artillery, after 
the light troops, is the important arm in this American war. 
The aififtance obliged to be given from the line to that fer- 
vice, t}ie laft campaign, was a great weakening to the rcgi- 
irtents, at the (atne tirtie that it was a very maacquate fabfti- 
tute for trained artillery men. 

Requisitions. 

Six months provifions to be fent out as early as poifible in 
thelpring, calculated at thcfull ration, for one third more 
than the effe&ive of foldiers and feamen. - 
Observations. 

The reafon of this demand, to fupply Canadians, favages, 
artificers, and Ipme wafte, which incite of every poffiblfe pre- 
caution and diligence in the Commiffary's department, will 
in feme degree happen from the accidents "and inconvenien- 
cies (particularly leakage) attending water-carriage. 

The Canadian Corvecs, without which the fervice could 
not go on,- mnft receive proYifixnxs. The favagps alfo cxpeft 
it for their women, and mnftbe indulged. 

Salt provisions areindifpenfably neceffery for the upper pofts 
it Niagara, &c. where thfcre is great negotiation with the fa- 
vages. They muff alfo be folcly depended upon for the 
movement of every body of troops afting beyond St. Jthn's 
Lake Champlain, or beyond the ifland of Montreal by the 
Lake Ontario. 

For an expedition by the lattefr route, provifion fhould be 
carried for at leaft three times, the number of the force the ex- 
pedition fets out with, as it may be expe&ed to be joined by 
large bodies of both fa vages ana civilized inhabitants, before 
they reach a country of lupply. The obvious meafure of tbe 
enemy. will beto4nve the country, at the firft news of a 
corps penetrating by Ofwego or rort Stanwix. It is well 
known, that Schuyler had taken precautions for doing it laft 
year. 

It i s* much to be feared that Canada will not afford provi* 
fions (corn excepted) for the maintenance of even the troops 
which are to remain in the province next year. 

Upon the whole, therefore, 1 am perfuaded, that the de- 
mand of General Carleton in this article win be found to be 
put as low as can he made confident with the probable exi- 
gencies of the fervice. 

Reso- 
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REQUISITIONS. 

A reinforcement of 4000 men. 

Observations. 
In a letter to me fiace I received General Carleton's memo- - 
randums, he expreflcs himfelf thus : " I have the morcrea- 
Ibn to expeft the reinforcements which 1 have nequcfted will 
be fent me, as Lord Cornwalhs and his rfegimement, tfrhicK 
were to have cotapofed a part of this tatty > liatfe bfceh em- 
ployed otherftife, and a Very ftrbtig regiment of Germans was 
exchanged /for a weak battalion of EnglKh. The idea uport 
which the General thbught this reiniorcfemement neecnary 
has been explained'in a memorandum I had the hohour td 
prefent to your Lordfhip foon after my return. I have only 
to add, that the effefiive rank and file, by the Urft returns, 
amount only to 10,174* in which number is comprized a 
good deal of ufekjfcftuff, viz. men Tecrtiited in Germany for 
the Britifh regihients ferit over laft year, not one tenth df 
whom, in the opinion of the officers of thofe rtgimerits, will 
be fit for the ranks, from infirmities, malignant habits, dejec* 
tion, or profligacy of difpofition ; many of the Irifc recruits 
and drafts ere equally bad. In the German regiments, there 
*re aMe many unferriceaWe men* 

The Royal Highland Emigrants have among them cdnflde*- 
Table numbers of recruits from the rebel prifonefs; and, to 
judge of their future behaviour by that of laft fammcr, great 
numbers of them may be expe&ed todefert. 

The Royal Regiment of New- York are not yet any thing 
like foldiers, having wanted rommrffioned officers and ferjeants 
to train them. 

Upon the -whole, therefore, when a mocferate^edtiakMi <>f 
fick is added to the ufelefs, the whole fcf the Canada army, 
as it nowftands, allowing for the recruits arrived in the au- 
tumn, and I believe not all comprized in the return, will not 
exceed 8000 mfcn, of fach troops, as I believe ytjur Lordftip 
would wifh to rHk the fate of an ofFenfive campaign uprti, or 
the reputation of any General you inay think proper to re- 
commend to his Majefty. 

I humbly conceive it will fee thought expedient to leave at 
leaft 3003 men in Canada ; General Carletop jpkf poffibly 
think 1 000 more neceffary, ' z '?\t , 

The dangei- of any attack upon Canada itffbrce, may pro- 
bably appear chimerical, when we have an army advanced bei 
yond the Lakes, and I readily acquiefce in that opinion ; al- 
though there are fomc examples that Ihow t&c enemy capable 

C c 2 and 
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and inclined to that fort of cntcrprize, viz. the march of Ar- 
nold by the Chaudiere, before he knew or hadcaufe to fufpcft 
the rapid fuccefs of Montgomery, who had drawn the force of 
Canada to oppofe him, and thereby Quebec was left ex- 
pofed. 

A fecond example was the attack upon Trois Rivieres Laft 
year; an pffenfive operation conceived upon a retreat, and 
attempted by beaten, disconcerted, fickly men. 

A third example is the projeft well known, to have been 
conceived by Mr. Wafliington for penetrating into Bofton 
with a corps of 5000 men, and thereby changing ground with. 
General Howe, at the time he meant to attack the works at 
Dorchefter, a little before the evacuation of Bofton. 

But not to lay any ftrefs upon the poffibility of future rafh- 
nefs in like projects, I conceive that the number of troops I 
have mentioned will be found neceffary, firft, to guard againft 
fmall incursions tofecure your convoys of fupply, which muft 
all pafs firft up the St. Lawrence to Sorrel, and afterwards by 
that river and Lake Champlain, a very long track ; adly, to 
keep tfce mutinous part of the country in due fubjedion ; and 
3dly, to enforce the duty of Corv6es, which will be indif- 
penfably neceffary for the fupply of the army even among the 
well affe&ed. 

I conceive the difpofirion of the regular troops left in Ca- 
nada would be, a garrifon in Quebec - 500 
Polls upon the Chaudiere, and in the difaffe&ed pa- 
rishes of Point-Levi - - 300 
Garrifon at Montreal, and pofts between that town 

and Ofw0gatchie . - 300 

At Trois Hivittf* * * 100 

Chain from Sqrrcll to Chamblee - 100 

St. John's • - aoo 

IfleauxNoix - - - 300 

La Prairie Vcigere, and feme other towns upon the 
fouth fhore of St. Lawrence oppofite the ifle of 
Montreal, with pofts of communication to St. 
JoWi - - * - ftOO 

For f icbrts Of convoys over Lake Champlain . 400 

Allowance for ficknefs, defertion and other cafualties 600 

3000 

It may tfc thought that Canadian militia might fupply part 
of thefe 1 tirpofel^ and I beg leave to obferve, it U fo intended, 

the 
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the above calculation being made much too low without their 
affiftance^ it will be necefiary to have chains of Canadian mi- 
litia, patroles and polls in the woods behind the regulars, to 
intercept the communication between the enemy and the ili- 
affe£tcd in Canada, to prevent defcrtion and procure intelli- 
gence, and for many other fervices that will be obvious for . 
keeping the country quiet. 

Thele fervices will be fupplied by the feveral parifhes, as 
their fituations lie refpe&ively to the objefts, and may amount 
in the whole to 500 men. Another great call upon the Ca- 
nadians will be for workmen at. the fortifications of Sorrel, 
St. John's, Chamblee andlfle aux Noix. To the latter place 
it may be expedient to fend the difobedient and refra&ory as 
a punifhment, it being a place from which they cannot defem 
To compleat the neceffary works in ttt courfe of next fum- 
mcr will probably require 2000 men. 

A ft ill greater call upon the Canadians will be for the 
tranf port of all the provisions, artillery-ftores and baggage of 
the army from the repofitories to the water, and afterwards at 
the carrying places* This fervice may, at the opening of 
the campaign, require 2000 men, befides a very large propor- 
tion of carts and nodes, and will happen at the time of fowing 
of the corn. 

It was to be hoped, that 1 500 or 2000 men armed may be 
attached to the army deftined to follow the enemy ; when 
thefe numbers arc caft up, Canada will be found to contribute 
to the full what the country can afford, I will venture to affert 
much more than it will afford, if any diminution is made in 
the number of regulars propofed to be left among them. 
Should there be ground to fuppofe that France is taking an 
underhand part in America, or has any future views towards 
the recovery of Canada, all the reafons for having a refpefta- 
blc force there will derive double weight; for fafe as the coun- ' 
try may be againft a fecond reduftion by the rebels, it is ob- 
vious to the flighteftobfervations, that many parts of it are 
liable to be fedgped by the French, and it cannot be doiibted 
that there are emiffaries ready forfuch an employment. 
Requisitions. 

Twenty-four gun-boats to be conftru&ed in England ca- 
pable of carrying light 24 pounders, heavy 12 pounders, and 
8 inch howitzers, and thofe pieces alfo to be fentfrom England. 
Observations. 

ThoJ this requifition Is not comprized in the memorandums 
given qie by General Carleton, I thought it proper to fybjoin 

it 
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it as tn objeft of great impiortance. For the detail and uti 1 - 
ty of the boats, propofed in juftice to Major-Getieral Phi- 
lips, I refer your Lordfhip to a copy of that gentleman's fet- 
ter to General Cnrleton upon the fubjeft ; and I beg leave tn 
add, that fhould it be found neceflary to drive the enemy froa 
• Lake George, Where it is probable, if not obvious, they will 
ftrengthen them felves during the winter, thefe boats would 
be af the utmoft confluence, as they would bear die tram- 
ports by land from Tieonderoga to Lake George infinfafy 
batter than thofc built of green timber would be, from die 
improvements made in the eohftru&ion of much greater fer- 
vtce when there, than any now built* and would fete grot 
time in die campaign, as it will probably be neteflary other- 
wife to watt the building them at Tieonderoga or Crown 
Point. * 

It would alfo be very proper to have carriages cooftro&d 
hereof feafoned 'timber, oi' which Captain Blomfield nasi 
drawing, for conveying boats, as well thofe built in Amend 
as thofe now propofed, over land. 

I beg leave to dole thefe obfervations, with fubmitting 
to your Lordfhip, the expediency of tranfporting evcryartkk 
deftined for the fervice in Canada early m die year and atronce. 

,Moftof the foregoing articles, if not all, are requifitetor 
a Vigorous opening of the campaign. And the province 
which is to proceed to Lake Ontario for the whole year's fop* 
ply, ought to leave Montreal early in the fummer. 

The paflage up the St* Lawrence, both below and above 
Quebec, is precarious, and at heft, extremely dilatory after 
the month of June, when the wefterly winds prevail, and in 
the autumn nodepandance can be bad of a paflage at alL 

J. Bu&coykl 

Memoranda of General Careleton, relative to the next Coumpmp^ 
to Lieutenant-General Burgoync, to be laid before Govern* 
menu 

A reinforcema&Jt of 4000 troops, exclusive of compleartfig 
the prefent army, Is neccaffry for Canada. 

It would be deftrable to encreafe the prefent establishment 
of Britifli regiments to jooper company as part of the defircd 
reinforcement. 

With a reinforcement to the above amount and well conv 
pofed, a large corps may be fpared to pais Lake Ontario and 
to opfcrate upon the Mohawk river* 

I Another 
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Another corps might poffibly be employed to penetrate to 
)onne<SKcut river'. * , 

Six months provrfions for at leaft 20,000 men at full ra- 
0113, ought to be fent out early in the fpring. . The numbers* 
f mouths to feed, including favages, Canadians, artificers, 
ratnen, &c. upon the lakes, may be reckoned a full thiitf 
lore than the troops* Canada wilt furiiifh flour fufficiently ; 
ut the drain of liver cattle has been fo great the lift campaign, 
hat very little can be expe&ed. 

A corps of boatmen is abfplutely necelTary for all opera- 
ions in a country fo much interfe&ed with tikes and rivers a* 
hat wherein the Canadian army muft aflL 



5opy of a Letter from Major General Phillips to General Cade* 
ton, dated St. John's, Nov. 9, 1776. 

[Received from Lieutenant-General Burgqyne.] 

SIR, 

The late expedition upon the Lake has fully made Co ap- 
pear the great utility of gan-boats when they are* ferved by 
ihe royal artillery. T hat it is an armament peculiarly adapt* 
ed to the fefvice of the lakes in ahnoft every cafe that can 
happen, and poffefling Angular advantages in light winds 
and Alms, by covering our own veflels or attacking thofe of 
the enemy, of which the inftance in the adion of the nth 
of O&oher ftrongly evincesthe truth. 

It appears to me an objed very worthy your Excellency's 
confideration for the next campaign ; ancf I take the liberty 
ef fubmittmg to you, Sir, whether it woul J not be proper 
to make a demand from England for a certain number of thefe 
boats calculated to mount guns upon, to be fent from thence 
framed fo as to be put together in Canada. 

Their being fent from England becomes neceffary, becaufe 
they can be conftruded there with feafoned timber, fo aa to 
render the boats platforms, carriages for guns, &c. &c. fuffi- 
ciently ftrong for the fervicethcy are intended. 

The gun-boats which were built here were of a good cori- 
ftrudtion, 1>ut being new timber out from the woods, were 
not buoyant on the water, confequently not fo ufeful as could 
be wifhed, nor ftrong enough to refift the force of heavy 
guns and howitzers. The building a number of boats qf 
this fort here, would alfo interfere with and retard the refit* 
ting and fitting out the armament as it now ftands for the * 

enfuing 
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enfuing campaign. I therefore repeat, that I think gun- 
boats mould be conftru&ed in England ; and I am pofitivelj 
of opinion, that a certain number fhould be ordered for this 
ftrvice. 

The boats upon this principle, which came from England 
this year, muft have been conftru&ed by different pclfons ; 
they were almoftall different one from the other ; fome were 
indeed very good, others but indifferent, and two fo very 
bad that they could not, with the utmoft endeavour, be put 
together here. 

From the experience wn have had of thefe boats, and from 
the report of the officers of artillery and the gentlemen of the 
navy, they are not fo perfe& at any rate as they might and 
ought to be. 

1 have therefore directed a drawing of a gun-boat upoa 
larger dimensions, having increafed the length five feet, and 
fo on according to that proportion. , 

Thefe boats fo conftru&ed, are calculated to carry heavy 
twelve pounders, light twenty- four pounders, eight inch ho- 
witzers in the bow, upon Aiding carriages, on moveable plat- 
forms, fuch as have been made here this year, and uied with 
much fucceft ; there may be alfo mounted upon the ftern of 
thefe boats two light* three or fix pounders to fecure a defen- 
five fire againft an attack during the time the gun in front is 
in aftion againft an enemy. 

The conveniency and fecurity of carrying ammunition is 
particularly attended to. The boats fent from England this 
year were remarkable infufficient in this particular. 

I beg further to fuggeft, that it be recommended, that if 
the navy eonftrufl thefe boats, it may be done at one dock- 
yard, or if by contract, by one perfon ; as by this means the 
timber will be all conformable to the plan, and there will be 
no difficulty in putting the boats together when they arrive in 
Canada. 

1 fubmit to your Excellency's confideration, whether there 
fbould not be boats demanded as follows : 

For twelve pounders heavy brafs 4 

For twenty-four pounders light ditto 8 
For twelve pounders medium ditto 8 

For eight inch howitzers - 4 

*4 
I am not certain whether there are not twenty-four poun- 
ders caft upon a medium conftruftion weighing about thirty- 
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fix cwt* Should it-be fo> X would offer to your Excellency, 
to have four fuch guns in place of the four heavy twelve 
poundei*. ■ % 

The gun-carriages, platfotms, iron-works, and every other 

E articular necelTary to mount thefe, guns upon thefe boats to 
e fent from England. 
It will be neceflary alfo, that fome of the artillery before- 
mentioned, t>e fen* with the boats and the ammunition requi- 
red for the whole. I inclofe a return upon that fubje&. 

Captain Blomfield of the royal artilley, who has a&ed 
during the campaign as my Major of brigade, is perfectly 
acquainted with this intentions relative to thefe boats, the ar~. 
tillery for them and *heir compleat ecmjpment. 

As that officer is going to England, 1 will requeft of you, 
Sir, fbould your Excellency approve of what I have wrote 
on tbj< fubjed, to recomtnen^, that Captain Plomfield may 
have the care of feeing and attending upon the conftru&ioij 
pi thefe boats find their equipment in England* - 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, with the 
greateft refpe&, your Excellency's moA 
obedient and moft humble fervant, 
His Excellency Genera^ \V, Phillips, 

Cerleton, &c. &c. if c f 

Difpofttion of Winter Quarters in Gonad*. 

[Received the \ft of Jan. 1777, from Lieut cnant-General 

Burgoyne.J • 
Winter quarters for the Britiffi troops, as ordered by his 
Excellency the commander in chief, Nov.. 1, 1776. 
Head quarters of t^e army. 
Montreal. * 
Royal artillery. 
Twejity-i>inth regiment. 
General hofpital. 
King's R. regiment New- York."] f* The regiment emigrant*, 
La China. IjLaChenaye. 

La pointe Claire. | 1 Terre Bonne. • 

St. Anne. J iRiviere duChefle. 

Brigadier-General Prafer's corps upon t^c fauth qf the ri* 
ipr St. Lawrence, 

La Praire. 
LongueUil. 
Boucherville. 
Vol. VIII. P 4 Varrcnc* 
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Varrenes et lflc Therefe> 
Vcrcherres et Ifle Bo^charct. 
Contre Coeur. 
Grand St. Ourr. 

K Firft brigade commanded by Brigadier-General Powell, 
Upon the river oorelj 
Left of the brigade; 
Thirty-firft and fifty-fJlird regiments, 
Chambly. 
BcHociiil/ 
St. Charles. 
St. Derrys. 
St Antofne. 
St. Ours. 
SoreJ.' 
Updn the river St. Lawrence and diftri& of Montr**!, 
Right of jthe brigade- 
forty-feventh and ninth regiments. 
Iflejefus. 
Riviere des Praines, 
Saut de Recotet. 
St. GenevicVe, 
St. Laurent. ' 

jSecpnd brigade cpmmanded by Brigadier-General Harriilton^ 
Left of the brigade.. 
Thirty-fourth and fixty-fceorid regiments. 
Quebec. . * " 

Diftria of Quebec. 
; Right of the brigade, 

Twenty-firft and twentieth regiments. 
Ifle aux Npix. 
St. John. 



Thoughts for conducting the War from the Si Jo */ Canada. 
By Lieutenant-Gtyeral Burgoyne. 

When the laft fhips came from Quebec, a. report prevail- 
ed in Canada, faid to have been founded upon pofitive evi- 
dence, that the rebels had laid the keels of feveral large vcf- 
feh at Sheenborough and Ticonderoga, jmd were fefblved to 
exert their utmoft powers, to conftrud a new and formidable 
fleet during the winter. 

I will not, however, give credit to their exertions, in fuch 

a degree as to imagine the King's troops will be prevented 

4 ~ 
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luffing Lake Champlain early m the rummer, but will fun- 
fofe the operations of the army to begin Fr6m Crown Point. 
; Butas.the prefent means to Form effe&ual plans, is to lay 
fown every, poflible diJfccuhy, 1 will fuppofe the enemy ia 
great force at Ticondcroga,; the different works fherfcare ca- 
pable of admitting twelve thoufand men. 

I will fuppofe )iim alfo to occupy Lake George with a con- 
fidexahle naval. ftrength, in order to fecure his retreat, and 
afterwards to. relarj the campaign i and it is natural to ex- 
peft, that he will take meafures to block up the roads from 
Ticondexoga to Albany by -the way of \Sheenborough, by for- 
tifying the firong ground at different places, and thereby 
obliging the King's army to carry a weight of artillery with 
it, and j^jr. foiling trees, breaking bridges, and other obvious 
impediments,^ delay, though he (hould not have power or 
fpbrit finally to refift, its prbgrefs . 

The enemy tr^us difpofed upon thejide of Canada, it is tp 
b£ considered what troops will be necefiary, and what difpe- 
fitionof them will be moft proper to profecute the campaign 
with vigour and effect. ' 

I humbly conceive the operating army (I mean exclufivelp 
of the troops left for the fecurity of Canada) ought not. to 
confift of lefs dan 8000 regulars, rank and file. The artil- 
lery required in the memorandums of General Carleton, a 
corps, of watermen, 2000 Canadians, including hatchet-men 
and other workmen, and 1000 or more favages. 

It is to be hoped that the reinforcement and the victualling 
Clips . may all be ready to fail from the channel and from 
Cork on the Iaft day of March. I am perfuaded that to -fail 
with a fleet of tranfports earlier, is to fubjed government to 
lofsand diiappointment. It may reafonably be expefted that 
they will reach Quebec before the aoth of May, a period in 
full time for opening the campaign, The roads and the ri- 
vers and lakes, by the melting and running off of the fnows, 
;are in common .years impra&icable fooner. 

But as the weather long before that time will probably 
have admitted of labour in the docks, I will take for granted, 
that the fleet of laft year, as well batteaux as armed veffds, 
will be found repaired, augmented and fit for immediate fer- 
vice. The magazines that remain of provifion, I believe 
them not to be abundant, will probably be formed at Mon- 
treal, Sorel and Chamblee. 

I conceive the firft bufinefs for thofe entrufted with the 
chief powers, (hould be to fele& and poft the troops deftined 
to remain in Canada > to throw up the military ftores and 

D d 2. provifion 
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provifion with alt poflible difpatch, in which fervjce tbc above* 
mentioned troops, if properly pofted, will greatly affift ; and 
• to draw the army deftined for Operation to cantonment?, 
within as few days march of St. J6hn as conveniently may 
be. 1 fhould prefer cantonments at that feafon of the year 
to encampment, as the ground is very damp and confequent- 
ly very pernicious, to the men, and more efpecially as tbey 
will have been for many months before ufed to lodging?, 
heated with ftoves, or between decks in ihips ; all tfaefe ope- 
rations may be put in motion together, but they feverally re- 
quire fome obfervation. 

I fhould wiCh that the troops left in Canada, fuppofing the 
number mentioned in my former memorandum to be approv- 
ed might be made as follows : 

Rank* File, 
The 31ft regiment, Britifh, exclusive of their 

light company of grenadiers ' — 448 

Maclean's corps - • 300 

The 29th regiment v - 44S 

The ten additional companies from Great Bri- 
tain - - . - - 56a * 
Brunfwic and Hefle Hanau to be taken by de- 
tachments or complete corps, as Major-Ge- 
neral Reidefel {hall recommend, leaving the 
grenadiers, light infantry and dragoons com- 
pleat - - - -j 650 
Detachments from the other Britifh brigades, • • 
leaving the grenadiers and light infantry com-, 
plete and fcjuaring the battalions equally 600 

jootV 

My reafon forfelefting the 31ft regiment for this duty is, 
that when I faw it laft it was not equally in order with the 
other regiments for fcrvices of activity. 

I propofe the 29th regiment as it is hot at prefent brigaded. 

I propofe Maclean's corps, becaufe I very much apprehend 
defertion from fuch parts of it as are compofed of Americans 
fhould they come near the. enemy. 

In Canada, whatfoever may be their dilpofition it is not fo 
cafy to effect it. 

And I propofe making up the refidue by detachment, be- 
caufe by felfdling the men lead calculated for fatigue or leaft 
accuftomed to it, which may be equally good Toldiers in 
more confined movements and better provided fituations, the 

. effective 
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rffc£tive ftrenglh for operation is much greater and the defeit- 
ive ftrength not impaired* 

I muft beg leave to ftate the expeditious conveyance of 
provilion and ftores from Quebec, and the fcveral other depo-* 
[itaries, in order to form ample magazines at Crow;i Point, 
as one of the moft important operations of the campaign, be- 
cause it is upon that which moft of the reft will depend. If 
failing veffefe up the St. Lawrence are 'alone to be employed,' 
the accident of contrary winds may delay them two months' 
before they pafs the Rapids. of Richlieu and afterwards St. 
Peter's Lake} dalays to that extent are not uncommon, and 
they are only to be obviated by having a quantity of fmall 
craft in readinefs to work with oars. From the mouth of 
the Sorrellto Chamblee, rowing and tacking is a fu re con- 
veyance if fufficient hands are found. From Chamblee to 
St. Therefe (which is juft ; above the Rapids,) land-carriage 
muft be ufed, and great authority will be requifite to fupply 
the quantjty neceflary.' 

A bufinefs thus complicated in arrangement, in fome parts 
unufual in practice, and in others perhaps difficult, can only 
be carried to the defired effe& by the peremptory powers, 
warm zeal and confonant opinion of the governor ; and tho* 
the former are not to be doubted, a failure in the latter, vin- 
dicated, or teeming to be vindicated, by the plaufible obftruc- 
tions that will not fail to be fuggefted by others, will be fuf- 
ficient to cmfh fiich exertions, as an officer, of a fanguinc 
temper, entrufted with the future conduft of the campaign, 
and whofe perfbnal intereft and fame, therefore confequenti- 
ally depend upon a timely out-fet, would be led to make. 

1 he affcmbly of the favages and the Canadians will alfo 
entirely depend upon the governor. 

Under thefe confiderations, it is prefumed, that the general 
officer employed to proceed with the army, will be held to be 
out of the reach of any poffible blame till he is clear of the 
province of Canada, and furnifhed with the propofed fupplies. 

The navigation of Lake Champlain, fecured by tfce fupe- 
riority of our naval force, and the arrangements for forming 
proper magazines fo eftabliftied as to make the execution cer- 
tain, I would not ldfe a] day to take poffeffion of Crown 
Point with Brigadier Frafer's corps, a large body of favages, 
a body of Canadians, both for fcouts and works, and the beft 
of our engineers and artificers well fupplied with intrenching 
tools. 

The brigade would be fufficient to prevent- infult during 
the time neceflary for collecting the ftores, forming maga- 
zines, 
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zincs, and fortifying the potts ; all which fcould be done to 
a certain degree, previous to .proceeding in force to Ticonde- 

3ga 5 to fuch a degree I .mean, as xcpy be fuppufed to be 
e£ted in time of tranfporting artillcigi preparing fafcines, 
and other neceffariea for artillery operations ; and hg ^e^pipg 
the reft of the army hack during. that period, tfie.tranfyart c? 
provisions will be Jefflened, and the foldiers made, of uie in for* 
warding the cojivoys. 

But though. there would be only fine brigade at Crown 
Point at that time, it does not follow that Ac enemy 4houM 
remain in a ftate of tranquility. Corps of lavages, mpported 
by detachments of light regulars, .fcould .be xocmnuafly on 
foot to keep them in alarm, and within their works tp cover 
the reconnoitering of general officers and engineers, and to 
obtain the heft intelligence of tfreir ftrength, petition, and 
delign. 

If due exertion is made in the preparations ftated above, 
it jnay be hoped, that Ticondenoga wifl be reduced -early in 
the fummer, and it will then become a more jproper place for 
arms than Crowa Point. 

The next meafure muft depend upon tbofe taken bj die 
enemy, add upon the general plan of the campaign as con* 
certeo at home. If it be determined that General Howe's 
whole forces (hould aft upon Hudfon's river and to the fouth- 
ward of it, ajd that the only obje& of the Qanada army ' 
be to effe& a jun&ion with that force, the iromadiate poffef- 
Ron of Lake George would be of great conference, as the 
moft expeditious and moft commodious route to Albany j 
jand (hould the -enemy be in ^ force upon that lake % which is 
very probable, every effort fhould be tried by throwing lava- 
ges and light troops round it, to oblige ^hem to quit it with- 
out waiting' for naval preparations. Should thofe efforts fail, 
the route by South Bay and Shcenborough might be attempt- 
ed, but confiderable difficulties may be expeded, as the nar- 
row parts of the river may be eafily choaked up and rendered 
Jmpaflahle, and at beft there will be ncceffity for a great deal 
of land carriage for the artillery, provifion, &c. which can 
only be fupplted from Canada. In cafe of fuccefs alfo by 
that route, and the enemy not removed from Lake George, it 
will be neceflary to leave a chain of polls, as the army pro- 
ceeds for the Securities of your communication, which may 
too much weaken fo fmall an army. 

J/Cft all thefe attempts fhould unavoidbly fail, and it be- 
come iiuli£beitfibly neceflary to attack the enemy by water up- 
on take George, the army at the outfet fhould be provided 

with 
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writb carriages* implements, and artificers, for conveying* 
armed veflels from Ticonderoga to the lake, 

Tbcfe ideas are formed upon the fuppofition, that it he that 
folepurpofes of the Canada army te effect a jun&ion witii 
General Howe, or after co-operating fo far as to get poffeflion, 
of Albany and open the communication to New York, to 
remain upon the Hudfon's river,and thereby enable that gene- 
ral to ad with his whole force to the foathward. 

But fhould the ftrength of the main American army be 
fucb as to admit of the corps of troops now at Rhode lfland, 
remaining there during the winter, and ading feparately in 
the fpring, it may be highly worthy confideration, whether 
the mofl: important purpofe to which the Canada army could 
be employed, fuppoung.it in poffeffion of Ticonderoga, would 
pot be to gain the Connefiicut river. 

The extent of country from Ticonderoga to the inhabited 
country upon that river, oppofite to Charles Town, is about fix- 
tj miles, and though to convey artillery and provifien fo far by 
land would be attended with difficulties, perhaps more than 
thofe above fuggefttd, upon a progrefs to Sheen borough, fhould 
the objed appear worthy, it is to be hoped, refources might be 
found j in that cafe, it would be advjfeable to fortify with 
one or two ftrong redoubts the heights oppofite to Charles 
Town,. and eftablifh poflsof ravages upon the paflage from 
Ticonderoga to thofe heights, to preferve the communication* 
and at the lame time prevent any attempt from the country 
above Charles Town, which is very populous* from molefting 
the rear or interrupting the convoys of fupply, while the ar- 
my proceeded down the Conne&icnt. Should the junAion 
between the Canada and Rhode lfland armies be effeded up- 
on the Connecticut, it is not too fanguine an expectation that 
all tfye New England provinces will be reduced by their ope* 
rations. 

To avoid breaking in upon other matter, I omitted in the 
beginning of thefe papers to ftate the idea of an expedition at 
the ouriet of the campaign by* the Lake Ontario and Ofwe- 
goto the Mohawk river, which as a diverfion to facilitate, 
every propofed operation would be highly defirable, provided 
the army fhould be reinforced fufficiently to afford it. 

It may at firft appear, .from a view of the prefent ftrength 
of the army, that it may bear the fort of detachment propos- 
ed by myfelf laft year for this purpofe ; but it is to be coo* 
fidered, that at that time, the utmoft obje£t of the campaign, 
from the advanced feafon and unavoidable delay of preparav 
tion for the lakes, being (the redu&ion of Crown Point and 

Ticonderoga, 
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Ticonderoga, tinlcfs the fuccefi of my expedition had opened 
the road to Albany, no greater numbers were neceffary than 
. for thofe firft operations. The cafe in the prefent year dif? 
fcrs ; becaufe die feafon of the year affording a profbeft of 
yery extensive operation, and consequently the eftablifhment 
of many polls, patroles, &c. will become neceffary, The 
army ought to be in a ftate of numbers to bear thole grains, 
and ftill remain fufficient to attack any thing that probably 
can be oppofed to it. 

Nor, to argue from probability, is fo much force neceffary 
for this diverlion thfs year, as was required for the laft ; be- 
caufe we then knew that General Schuyler, with a thoufand 
men, was fprtified jupon the Mohawk. When the different 
fituationsof things are confidered, viz, the progrefs of General 
Howe, the early invafion from Canada, the threatening of 
the Connefticut from Rhode-Ifland, Jsfc» it is not to be 
imagined that any detachment of fuch force as that of Schuy- 
ler can be fupplied by the enemy for the Mohawk. I would 
jiot therefore propofe it of more (and I have great diffidence 
whether fo much can be prudently afforded) than Sir John 
Johnfon'? pprps, an hundred Britilh from the fecond brigade, 
and an hundred more from the $th regiment, with four pieces 
pf the lighted artillery, apd a body of favages ; Sir John 
Tohnfon to be with a detachment in perfpn, an4 an able field 
officer to command it. } fliould wi(h Lieutenant Colonel St, 
Leger for that employment, 

I particularize the fecond brigade, .becaufe the firft is pro- 
poled to be diminifhed by the 31ft regiment remaining in 
Canada, and the reft of the regiment drafted for the expe- 
dition being made alio part of the Canada forcp, the two 
brigades will be exaftly fquarcd. 

Should it appear, upon examination of the really cflSeflivc 
numbers of the Canada army, that the force is not fufficient 
for proceeding upon the above ideas with a fair profpeft of 
fuccefs, the alternative remains of embarking the army at 
Quebec, in order to effeft a jun&iqn with General Howe by 
fea, or t6 be employed feparately to co-operate with the main 
deligns,. by fuch means as Ihould bp within. their ftrength 
upon other parts of the continent. And though the army, 
upon examination of the numbers from the returns here, and 
the reinforcements designed, ihould appear adequate, it is 
humbly fubmitted, as a fecurity againft the poffibility of its 
remaining inadive, whether it might not be expedient to 
ontruft the latitude of embarking the a,rmy by fea to the com- 
mander 
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mander in chief, provided any accidents during the winter* 
and unknown here, (hould have diminifhed the numbers con- 
fiderably, or that the enemy, from any winter fuccefs to the 
fouthward, (hould have been able to draw fuch forces towards 
the frontiers of Canada* and take up their ground with fuch 
precaution as to render the intended meafure impra&icable of 
too hazardous. But in that cafe it muft be confidered that 
more force would be required to be left behind for the fecurity 
of Canada, than is fuppofed to be neceflary when an army is 
beyond the lakes ; and 1 do not conceive any expedition from. 
the fea can be fo formidable to the enemy, or fo efic&ual ta 
clofe the war, as an invafion from Canada by Ticonderoga, 
This laft meafure ought not to be thought of, but upon pofi- 
tive conviction of its neceffity. 

Feb. 28th, 1777. J- B^ RG0YNE - 



Extreftof a Letttr from Lord George Germaine u Gehtrtl 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, 26/A March, 1777. 

MY fetter of the 22d of Auguft* 1776, was intruftedfo 
the care of Captain Le Maitre* one of your aid de camps $ 
after having been three times in the Gulph of St. Laurence 
he had the mortification to find it im poffible to make his paf* 
fage to Quebec, and therefore returned to England with my 
difpatch; which, though it was prevented by that accident 
from reaching your hands in due time, I neverthelefs think 
proper to tranfmit to you by this earlteft opportunity. 

You will be informed, by the contents thereof, that as foon 
as you (hould have driven the rebel forces from the frdn tiers 
of Canada, it was his Majefty's pleafure that you fhotfld re* 
turn to Quebec, and take with you fuch part of your army 
as in your judgment and difcretion appeared fufficiejit for the 
defence of the province; that you fhould detach Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne, or fuch other officer as you fhould think 
moft proper 9 with the remainder o f the troops, and dire& the 
officer fo detached to proceed with all poffible expedition to 
join General Howe, and to putbimfelf under his command. 

With a view of quelling the rebellion as foon as poffible, it 
is become highly neceflary that the moft fpeedy junction of 
the two armies fhould be effe&ed ; and therefore, as the fecu- 
rity and good government of Canada abfolutely require your 
prefenc^thepe, it is the King's determination to leave aoouc 
3000 men under your command, for the defence and duties 
. V». VIII. E fi tf 
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pf that province, and to employ the remainder of your army 
upon two expeditions, the one under the command of Lieute- 
nant General Burgoyne, who is to force his way to Albany, 
and the other under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Su 
Legcr, who is to make a diverfion on the Mohawk river. 

As this plan cannot be advantageoufly executed without 
the afliftance of Canadians and Indians, his Majefty flrongly 
recommends it to your care, to furnifh both expeditions with 
good, and fufficient bodies of thoft men ; and 1 am happy m 
knowing that your influence afnong them is fo great, that 
there can be no room to apprehend you will find it difficult to 
fulfil his Majefty's expectations,. 

In order that no time may. be loft in entering upon thefc 
important undertakings, General Burgoyne has received or* 
ders to fail forthwith for Quebec ; and that the intended opc- 
' rations may be maturely confidered, and afterwards carried on 
in fuch a manner as is rood likely to be followed by fuccefs, 
he is direfted to con fill t with you upon the fubjeft, and to 
• form and adjuft the plan as you both fliall think moft condu- 
cive to his Majefty's fervice. 

I am alfo to acquaint you, that as foon as you fliall ha?e 
itujly regulated every thing relative to thefe expedition?, (and 
the King relies upon your zeal, that you will be as -expedi- 

Jious as the nature of the bufinefs will admit) it is his Maje* 
ty's pleafure that you detain for the Canada fervice 
The 8th regiment, deducing 100 for the expedition to 

the Mohawk, - - 460 

Battalion companies of the 29th and 31ft regiments, 896 
Battalion companies of the 34th, deducing ico for the 

expedition to the Mohawk, - . - 348 

Eleven additional companies from Great Britain, 616 

Detachments from the two brigades, * - 300 

Detachments from the German troops, - 650 

Royal Highland emigrants, • 500 

3770 
You will naturally conclude that this allotment for Cana- 
da has not been made without properly weighing, the feveral 
duties which are likely to be requited. His Majefty has not 
only confidered the feveral garrifons and pofts which probably 
it may be neceffary for you to take, viz. Quebec, Chaudiirc, 
the di&ffe&ed parishes of Point Levi, Montreal, and pofts be- 
tween that town and Ofwegatchte, Trois Revieres, St, John's, 
Sele aux Noix, La Prairie, Vergere, and fome other towns 
upon the fouth fbore of St. Laurence, oppoiite the iHc of Mon- 

3 «al, 
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treal, with- pofts of communication to St. John's, but he bath 
srtfo reflected that the feveral operations which will be carry- 
ing on in -different parts of America muft neceflarily confine 
the attention of the rebels to the refpe&ive fcenes of aftion, . 
and fccure Canada from external attacks, and that the inter- 
nal quiet which at prcfcnt prevails is not likely to be inter- 
rupted, oHf interrupted, will foon be reftored by your in* 
fluence over the inhabitants ; he therefore trufts that 300Q 
rnen will be quite fufficient to anfwer every poffible demand. 

It is like wife his Majefty's pleafure that you put under the 
command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
The grenadiers and light infantry of the army, (except 
of the 8th regiment and the 24th regiment) as the 
advanced carps under the command of Brigadier Ge- 
neral Frafer, - - 156! 
Firft brigade, battalion companies of the 9th, 21ft, and 

47th regiments, deducting a detachment of 50 from " 

each corps, to remain in Canada, - 1194; 

Second brigade, battalion companies of the 20th, 53d, 
and 62d regiments, deducing 50 from each corps to 
^ remain as above, * - - 1194 

All the German troops, except the Hanau chafleurs, 

Jmd a detachment of 650, - - 3117 

The artillery, except fuch parts as {hall be ncceflary 
for the defence of Canada. -»— •? 

7*7J 

Together with as many Canadians and Indians as may be- 
thought ncceflary for this fervice j and after having furniihed 
him in the fulleft and compleateft manner with artillery^ 
ftores, provifions, and every other article neceflary fojf his ex- 
pedition, and fecured. to him every affiftance' which it is in* 
your power to afford and procure^ you are to give him orders 
to pafs LakeChamplain, and from thence, by the moft vigo- 
rous exertion of the force under his command, to proceed 
with all expedition to Albany, and put himfelf under the 
command of Sir William Howe. 

From the King's knowledge of the great preparations made 
by you laft year to fecure the command of the lakes, and 
your attention to this part of the fervice during the winter ? 
his Majefty is led to expeft that every thing will be ready for 
General Burgoyne's paffing the lakes by the time you and he 
fliall have adjufted the plan of the expedition. 

It is the King's further pleafure that you put ip&der the conw 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger 

£ea ©etech- 
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Detachment from the 8th regiment, - - 100 

Detachment from the 34th regiment, - - 100 

Sir John Johnfon's regiment of NcV-York, - 133 

Hanau chaffeurs, - r 342 

675 
Together with a fufficient number of Canadians and Indians ; 
and after having furniflied him with proper artillery, firores, 
provisions, and every other neceffary article for his expedition, 
x atid fecured to him every affiftaace in 'your power to afford 
and procure, you are to give him orders to proceed forthwith 
to and down, the Mohawk river to Albany, and put bimielf 
under the command of Sir William Howe. 

I (hall write to Sir William Howe from hence by the firft 
packet ; but you will neverthelefs endeavour to give him the 
earl left intelligence of this meafure, and alfo dire&«Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne, and Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to ne- 
glect no opportunity of doing the fame, that they may re- 
ceive inftrudtons from Sir William Howe. You will at the 
fame time inform them, that, until they lhall have received 
orders from Sir William Howe, it is his Majefty's pleafure 
that they a& as exigencies may require, and in fuch manner 
as they {hall judge moft proper for making an impreffion on 
the rebels, and bringing them to obedience ; but that in fo. 
doing, they muft never loie view, of their intended jundions 
frith Sir William Howe as their principal objeds. 

In cafe Lieutenant General Burgoyne or Lieutenant Colo- 
nel St. Leger (hpuld happen to die, or be rendered, through 
illnefs, incapable of executing thofe great trufts, you are to 
nominate to their refpe&ive commands, fuch officer or officers 
as you fhall think beft qualified to fupply the place of thofe 
whom his Majefty has in his wifdpm ;tf prefertf appointed to 
conduct thefe expeditions. 



Extrafl of a Letur from the Honourable Sir William Howe ta 
f.ord George Germaine, <&ta/ New- York, 2d April, 1777. 

[Received 81A May.] 

YOUR Lordfhip will receive inclofed a copy of my letter 

to Sir Guy Garleton, which goes in a few days by a frigate 

convoying Sir John Johnfon, Lieutenant Colonel Macleane, 

and fcveral officers, both Britifh and Canadians, lately re- 

' * Jurne4 



Digitized by 



Google 



-A. i77«- DEBATES, 213- 

turned from their captivity, together with a few recruits for 

the feveral corps in Canada. ' 

Copy of a Letter from General Sir William Howe to General 
Sir Guy Carleton, dated New- York, $th April, 1777. 

[In Sir William Howe's of 2d April, 1 777.] 

Sir, 

. HAVING but little expectation that I fhall be able, from 
the want of fufficient ftrength in this army, to detach a corps 
in the beginning of the campaign to aft up Hudfon's river, 
confident with the operations already determined upon. The- 
fojrce your Excellency may fleem expedient to advance beyond 
your frontiers, after taking Ticondccoga, will, I fear, have 
little, affiftance from hence to facilitate their approach j and as 
I fhall probably be in Penfylvania when that corps is ready to 
advance into this province, it will not be in my power to com- 
municate with the officer commanding it fo foon as I could 
vetth ; hp muft therefore purfue fuch meafures as may from 
circumftances be judged moft conducive to the advancement 
of his Majefty's fervice, confxftently with your Excellency's 
orders for his condu£h< 

• The poffeflion of Ticondcroga will naturally be the firft 
objeft ; and without prefuming to point out to your Excel* 
lency the advantages that muft arife by fecuring Albany and 
t£e adjacent country, I conclude they will engage the next 
attention 5 but, omitting others, give me leave to fuggeft, 
that this fituation will open a free intercourfe with the In* 
dians, without which we are to expeft little affiftance from 
them on this fide. 
The further progrefs of this corps depending fo much upon 
% the enemy's movements, cannot be forefeen at this di fiance 
of time; ftill I flatter myfelf, and have reafon to expeft, the 
friends of government in that part of the country will be 
found fo numerous, and fo ready to give every aid and affi- 
ftance in their power, that it will prove no difficult talk to re* 
duce tfye more rebellious parts of the province. In the mean 
while I fhall endeavour to have a corps upon the lower part 
of Hudfon's river, fufficient to open the communication for 
(hipping through the Highlands, at prefent obftruded by fe- 
veral forts ere&cd by the rebels for that purpofe; which corps 
ipay aftej wards ad in favour of the. northern army. 

Major 
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Major Edmeftone of the 48th regiment having been long 
detained a prifoner at Albany, and having proctired leave to 
come here to negotiate his exchange, I have fent him back 
with diredions to inform Mr. Schuyler, that if Hfe permits him 
t& go to Canada, I <hall releafe a Major in exchanged He 
has information of too delicate a nature to commit to paper, 
and of tile utmoft importance in favour of the northern army 
advancing to Albany, which I truft he will find feme means of 
communicating, even though he fhould riot obtain leave to go 
to Canada in perfon. 

I beg your Excellency may be plcafed to favour me with 
tfce earheft intelligence of your movements, and flatter my* 
felf ipme method will be found of conveying it immediately 
to New- York 

With my moft earuefl wi&es for your health and firccefs, 
I have the honotir to be, &e. 

W. Howe. 



Extrett of a tetter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George 
Germainc, dated Quebec, the qth May, 1777. 

[Received %d July,] 

I RECEIVED by Captain Le Maitre, who arrived here 
with General Burgoyne in the Apollo, the 6th inftant, your 
Lordfhip's feveral difpatches from No. 3 to 7, inclufive, your 
feparate letter of 26th March laft,* and the-others from No, 9 
to i6j inclufive, with the annexed papers. 



Extras of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George 
Germaine, dated Quebec, i6tb June, 1777* 

[Received $d Auguft. ] 

1 ACQUAINTED your Lordfliip, in my letter,* No* 19, 
this ,tfee jtroops ordered to be detached from the army in Ca- 
naday'ttT fcrve upon expeditions under Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne^ and Lieutenant Colonel St, Leger,' had beeri im- 
mediately put under their refpeftive commands. Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne proceeded on the fervice allotted to him- 
by your LordQiip about the 17th inftant, having fent on part 
of his army fome time before, and the laft of it left- St. John's 
about the 20th. Major General Phillips ferves upon this 

expedition \ 



Digitized by 



Google 



A.t77«» t> £ 8 A T E *. 

expedition ; and I have the fatisfadion of being able to aflure 
you, that all the troops, as well foreign as national, are in high 
health and good difcipline. 

This army has been joi/ied by the Indians of St. Regis, 
Sault St. Louis, Lake of the two Mountains, and St. Fran- 
cis, and the Hurons are immediately to follow $ the whole of, 
which Indians amount to about 560 warriors. But it is ne- 
ceflary to obferve, that, there is always «an uncertainty as to 
the force of the Indians, parties being continually leaving 
therfi, and returning, as their humour leads them. 

By accounts from Michillimakinac I learn, that all the 
weftern nations are defirous of coming down, and that the 
difficulty is to prevent the number of them from being fo 
great as to caufe diftrefs to his Majefty's fervice. One body, 
confifting of 120, are jult arrived j ( part of thofe I ordered 
laft year Jthey will follow General Burgoyne as faft aspoffible. 
. Having learnt, by intelligence from the frontiers of this 
province, that considerable numbers of loyal inhabitants were 
waiting for the approach of the army, to furnifh them with 
opportunities of efcaping from among their rebellious neigh* 
hours, and that they will take arms, I have made out blank 
conjiniffions, and delivered them to General Burgoyne, to 
form two corps, as he (hall find occafiop ; wishing to make 
up as far as I am able for his Want of powers, and that in fome 
degree he may avail himfelf of a favourable difpofition in thofe 
people, and turn it to public utility immediately, left the fa* 
vourable moment fhould be loft in delay." 

Lieutenant Colonel. St. Leger has J ike wife begun his move* 
ments, taking with hjm the detachment of the 34th and the 
royal regiment of New- York, which is increafed to about 30Q 
men, and a cbmpany of Ganadians. He will be joined by 
the detachment of the 8th, and the Indjans of the Six Na* 
tions, with the Mifefages, as he proceeds ; about 100 of the 
Hanau chaffeurs have fince arrived, and they are on their way 
to join him. 

That your Lord&ip may be more particularly informed of 
all theft matters, I tranfmit the orders which I nave iffued on 
this occafion, together with copies of all letters worth vour 
notice*, which have pafled between Lieutenant General bur- 
goyne, Major General Phillips, and me, on the fubjed of 
the arrangement they have thought proper to propofe, a lift of 
which papers is herewith inclofcd. 
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Copy of a Lettet from Sir Guy Carleton to IAeutcnant-Generd 
Burgoyne, dated Montreal, June 10, 1777* 

[In Sir Guy Carleton's, June 26, 1777.] 

Sir, 

ALTHOUGH I have communicated to you every thing 
I was made acquainted with relative to your and Lieutenant 
Colonel St, Leger's expeditions, I cannot let you depart 
without giving you all the orders concerning them, in the 
manner they are contained in Lord George Germaiue's let- 
ter of the 26th of March, 1777, for your further guidance 
'and inftruftion, ,an extract: from which letter is herewith in- 
clofed. And I inclofe you extracts of two letters from Lord 
Harrington, the one reipe&ing the brigadiers, the Other the 
recruits of the 33d regiment going under your command. 

I. alfo inclofe for your private inforrhation, a copy of a 
letter which I have received from General Sir William Howe, 
wifhingyou a happy and fuccefsful campaign. 

lam, &c. 

G. C. 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 

ExtraS? of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germaine, dated Camp, on the River Bouquet, 
near Lake Champlain, June 22, 1777. 

OPERATIONS of confequence being fo near, I fhoukl 
have poftponed this difpatch, but that I was unwilling to 
omit the immediate opportunity that offers of conveying 
to your Lordfhip intelligence fo Satisfactory, as I imagine 
will be that of the general cordiality of the Indians. Five 
hundred of thofe of the neareft nations arrived punctually at 
the rendezvous I had fixed for them, &c. larger numbers are 
daily expected. I met them yefterday in congrefs, and I 
inclofe to your Lordfhip the lubftapce of what palled. I 
gave them the war-feaft according to their cuftom in the 
evening, and this morning a considerable detachment are 
gone forth, Supported by regular light infantry, to break in 
upon the enemy's convoys acd communications from the fide 
of Connecticut, and to cover the reconnoiteripg of the 
country on the other fide Ticonderoga, towards South Bay, 
which isr the route I imagine they mean to retreat by, when 

Tkon- 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 1778. DEBATE S v . : a*7 

Ticoaderoga JhaH be forced, \A plan that I fbaU endeavour 
to difconcert, as well as that of retreating by Lake George ; 
jOhould they try to pafs crbfs the Green Mountains to Con- 
ne&icut River, I mould hope they would be much cxpofed 
to my purfuit. I have taken the occafion of the above de- 
tachment to difperfc a manifefto, a copy of which I here- 
with iriclofe. 

Suhftanee of the Speech of Lieutenant -General Burgoyne to the 
Indians in Congrefs y at the Gimp upon the River Bouquet, 
. June 22, 1777, and their Anfwer. 

• [In Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's, June 22, 1777.} 

Chiefs and Warriors, 

THE great King, our common father, and the patron of 
9.11 who feek and deferve his prote&ion, has confidered with 
iatisfaEHon the general cdnduft of the Iftdian tribes from the 
beginning of the troubles in America. Too fagacious and 
too faithful to be deluded or corrupted, they have obferved 
jthe violated rights of the parental power they love, and 
burned to vindicate them. A few individuals alone, die 
refufe of a fmall tribe, at the firft were led aftrav, and the 
mifreprefentations, the fpecious allurements, the inudious pro- 
mifes and diverfified plots, in which the rebels are exercifed, 
and all of which they employed for that efFefl, have ferved 
only in the end to ennance the honour of the tribes in gene- 
ral, by demonftrating to the world, how few and how con- 
temptible are the apoftates. It is a truth known to you all, 
that thefe pitiful examples excepted, and they probably have 
before this day hid their faces in fhame, the colle&ive voices 
and hands of the Indian tribes over this vaft continent, are 
on the fide of juftice, of law, and of the King. 

The reftraint you have put upon your refentment in wait- 
ing the King your father's call to arms, the hardeft proof, 
I am perfuaded, to which your affettion could have been put, 
is another manifeft and affe&ed mark of your adherence to 
that principle of connexion to which you were always fond 
to allude, and which it is mutually the joy and the duty of 
the parent to cherifh. 

The clemency of your father has been abufed, the offers 
of his mercy have been defpifed, and his farther patience 
would, in his eyes, become culpable, in as much ^s it would 
withold redrefs from the moil grievous oppreffions in the 

Vol, VIII. F f province* 
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provinces that ever difgraced die hiftory of mankind; It 
therefore remains for me, the General of one of his Majefty** 
armies, and in this council his reprefentative, to rekafe you 
from thofe bonds whijeh your obedience impofed f -— Warriors^ 
you are free— Go forth in might 6f your valour and your 
caufe ; ftrike at the common enemies of Great-Britain an4 
America— difturbers of public order, peace, and happinefs 
••r-deftroyers of commerce, parricides of the ftate. 

The circle round you, the Chiefs of his Majefty's Eu- 
ropean forces, and of the Princes his allies, efteenl you as 
brothers in the war ; emulous in glory and in friendfhip, we 
will endeavour reciprocally to give and to receive' examples; 
we kflowhow to value, and we willftriveto imitate vetir per? 
feverance in enterprise, and your conftancy to refift hunger, 
♦wearinefs, and pain. Be it our ta{|c, from the dictates of our 
religion, the laws of our warfare, and the principles and in- 
tereft of our policy, to regulate your paffions, when they 
overbear, to point out where it is nobler to fpare than to re- 
venge, to discriminate degrees of guilt, to fufpend the up- 
lifted ftroke, to chaftife, and not to deftroy. 

This war to you, my friends, is new; upon ajl former 
occafions in taking the field you held yourfelves authorifed 
to deftroy wherever you came, becaufe every where you 
found an enemy r The cafe is now very different. 

The King has many faithful fubjefts difperfed in the pro- 
vinces, consequently you have marjy brothers there ; and 
thefe people are the more to be pitied, that they are pcrfe- 
cuted, or ijnprifoned, wherever they are difcoyered, or fuf T 
pe&ed, and to diffemble, i$ ? to a generous mind, a yet more 
grievous punifhment. 

• Perfuaded that your rpagnanimity of chara&er, jqincd to 
your principles of affe&ion to the King, will give me fuller 
contrqul over your minds, than the military ranlc with which 
I am inverted, I enjoin your moft ferious attention to the 
rules which I hereby proclaim for your invariable obferva- 
tipn during the campaign. • 

I ppfitively forbid bjoodihed, when you are npt oppofed in. 
arms. 

Aged men, womfcn, children, and prifpners ? muft be held 
facred from tic knife or hatchet, even in the time of afiua} 
fonrlift. 

You fhaU receive compenfation for the prifoners you take^ 
|jut you (hall be called to account for icalps. 

In conformity and indulgence to your cultoms, whieh 
* * ' ' ' haY« 
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have affixed an idea of honour to fuch badges of viftory, 

^pu ihall be allowed to ta,ke the fcalps of the dead, when 
itled by your fire, and ih fair opjfofition ; but on no account, 
or pretence, or fubtlety^ or prevarication, are they to be 
taken from the* wounded, Or evert dying ; and ftill lefs par- 
donable, if poffible, will it be held, to kill men in that condi- 
tion, on pufpofe, and upon a fuppofition, that this pf ote&ion, 
to the wounded, Would be thereby evaded. 
. fiafe lurking affaffins, incendiaries, ravagersj and plun- 
4erers of the country, to whatever army they may belongs 
ihall be treated with left referve $ bat the latitude muft be 

Siven you by order, and I muft be the judge of the occs- 
, on t ■-.'.. « 

Should the enemy, on their part, dare to countenance a£U 
of barbarity towards thofe who may fall into their hands, it 
Avail be yours alfo to retaliate ; but till feverity ihall be thud 
compelled, bear immoveable in your hearts this folk! maxim, 
it cannot be too deeply impreffed, that the great effential re- 
ward, worthy fervice of your alliance, the finceritjr o&youY 
zeal to the itihg your father, and never-failing proie&or, 
will be examined, and judged upon the teft only of your 
fteady and uniform adherence to the orders' and Cdurffeli of 
thofe to whom his Majefty ha# intrufted the direction and 
the honour of his arms* 

dnfwtrfrm an old Chief of *£* Iroquois; 

. I ftand up in the name of all the nations preferit, to affuf* 
our father, that we have attentively liftened to his difcourfe* 
We receive ..you ad our father, becaufe when you fpeak* wt 
hear the voice of bur great father beyond the great Jake* 

We rejoice in the approbatioa you have expreffcd of our 
behaviour; • 

We have been tried and tempted by the Boftonians ; but 
we have loved our father, and our hatchets have been fharpen- 
ed upon our affe&ions. 

In proof of. the fincerity of our profeflions, our whole 
villages able to go to war, are come forth. The old and in- 
firm, our infants and our wives, alone remain at home. 

With one common affent we promife a conftant obedience 
to all you have ordered, and aH you Ihall order ; and may 
the Father of days give you many and fuceefs. 

r f f 2 Extr*3 
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ExtraB of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George 
Germaine, iota/ Quebec, July 9, 1777* 

\IUceived *$d Auguft.] 

SINCE my laft difpatches, I have received letters from 
Niagara, copies of which I think neceffary to tranfmit to 
your Lordfhip, both as they regard the orders which I have 
already informed you, I had font, for affembling the Indians 
of that neighbourhood to be put under the conduft of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel St. Leger, and a corps of rangers, which 
Colonel Butler has, of himfelf, formed for the purpofe of 
fervkig with the Indians. , * 

ExtraS of a Letter from Colonel^ Butkr, Supertntendant of In- 
dian Affairs, dated Niagara, June 15, 1777. 

[In Sir Guy Carleton's, July 9, 1777*] 

Sift, 

YOUR Excellency's Letters of the 18th and 22d of 

May, I was honoured with on the 6th inft. and immediately 

irr obedience thereto, had a meeting with a number of 

Chiefs, Sachems, and warriors of the Six Nations, and their 

- allies then prefect, and communicated to them your orders ; 
they exprefled great fatisfaftion in having an opportunity to 
fhew their, friendship to their father, the King, in an im- 
mediate compliance with his will. 

I have Tent put runners and trufty perfon& into the Indian 
country, to colleA the warriors ; and farther, with the ad- 

*vice of the Chiefs aflembled here, have ient to Mr. Hay at 
Detroit, for a body of the weftern Indians, to join tneir 
brothers of the Six Nations on this expedition, agreeable to 
mutijal treaties fulfilling between them* 

His Excellency Sir Guy Carleton. 

I have the honour to tranfmit to your Excellency a lift of 
officers-, with their rank and pay, at the fame time beg leave 
to acquaint you, that although, from the nature of the fer- 
vice, 1 find it requifite to employ a number of other perfons 
for die good of the" fcrvice, a lift of which is alfo inclofed, 

yet 
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et I cannot think of recommending them to your Excel- 
lency fopcommiffions, or to have rank. 
I alfo tfanfinit to your Excellency, a lift of a body of 
angers already raifed and in pay. 

I Lift of Officers employed in the Indian Department^ with their 
Rank and Pay* 

[In Sir Guy Carlcton*s* July 9, 1777.] 

Peter Ten Broeck, <* 

John Johnfon, 

James Wiifon, las Captains, %t 10s. iterling per dienn 

Charles Beaume, 

Thomas Buller, J 

William Caldwell, 1 

^ohn Powell, I* 

1 ohn Tooft Harcamier, \^ 

Andrew Thompfon, 

William Ryer Bowin, 

Geo. M. Gumis. 

Edward Smith, fecrctary to the department* with ias« 
ifork currency per diem. 

James Bennitt, Indian coromiflary of ftores and provifions, 
it ios. York currency per <Jicm. 

d Lift of Perfons employed in the Indian Department, as of ufe > 
with their Pay* 

{ames Scecord, at 8s. New- York currency per diem, 
'hilip Frey, n 

Samuel Thompfon, .1 at 6s. New-York currency pet 

John Depue, j diem, 

ohn Yonge, . J 

Jqhm Butler. 



JLift 
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A Lift of Peffons employed as Hangers in the Indian Depaxtmiz* 
[In Sir Giiy Carleton's, July 9, 1 777.3 

Wwmbtr. Namtu P^ f Nftf-Trk atrmcy. 

1 t Michael Morin, at 4s. per day. 

2 Thomas Sutton, ditto* 

3 George Steward, ditto. 

4 Erifanuel Humphry; ditto* . 

5 Benjamin Davis, ditto. 

6 Daniel Young, ditto. ~ 

7 Harauinus Houfe, ditto* 

8 Jacob Frederick, ditto. 

9 ' ooft J. Pane, ditto* 
. 10 t)irk Bell, ditto. 

1 1 John Rilv, ditto. J < - .• 

12 Mofes Mountcen, ditto. 

13 Partial Tarry, ditto. 

14 Ruhart, ditto.- ' 

15 Peter Danes, ditto. i 

16 Joftn Jole, ditto. 

17 ' ohn Secord, junior, ditto* 

18 David Secord, ditto. 

19 Silas Secord, ditto. 

20 John Secord, dittd. 

ft 1 Solomon Secord, ditto. - 

22 Stephen Secord, ditto. 

23 Adam Watman, ditto. 

24 Jacob Bowman, ditto. 
*J Henry Seamon, ditto. 

26 Peter Seamon, ditto. 

27 Nicholas Phillips, ditto. 
- 28 John Phillips, ditto. 

29 Nicholas Phillips, junior, ditto. 

30 Hund. Windeker, ditto. 

31 John Younger,- ditto. 

32 ' acob Enguifh, ditto. 

33 ] ofeph Sera, ditto." 

34 Conrad Sels, ditto. 

35 Jacob Druner, ditto. 

36 Redman Parry, ditto. 

37 Robert Farrington, ditto. 

38 Jofeph Page, ditto. 

39 Jofhua Beebe, ditto. 

49 Adit 
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flumhr. Nmmtt. P*y 9 New-York current}, 

40 Adin Beebe, at 4s* per day* 

41 Jacob Take, ditto* 

42 Tur. Adam Bowman, ditto* 
. 43 Charles Encor, ditto, 

- 44 Hend. Smith, ditto, 
4c Hend, Bowin, ditto, 
46 Lewis Maybie, ditto* 
• 47 John Lord, ditto. 

48 Levie Green, ditto* 

49 John Jokes, ditto. ' 
• 50 Frederick Winter, ditto, 

51 Peter Miller, ditto. 



=fiK*= 



52 Abraham Wartmay, at is. per day* 
* 53 Adam Bowfman, iun, ditto. ' 

54 Jacob Bowfman, jun, ditto. 

55 Cafper Hubert, ditto. 

56 John Huber, ditto. 

57 Stephen Farrington, ditto f 

58 Hans Olderickihall, ditto. 

59 George Cintner, ditto. 

60 AuguftEncar, ditto. 

61 Nathaniel Hicks, ditto* 
_ 62 Charles Deprie, ditto* 

63 Peter Secord, ditto* 

64 John Parks, ditto. 

65 TJiomas Grriffis, ditto, 

66 Hendrick Winter, ditto* 

67 Jacob Huber, ditto. - 

68 ifaac Van V alken Burg, ditto. 



s5EGb======±art. 



Dacuagne, interpreter, at 8s. per day. 
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ExtraS of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord Geotg 
Germain, dated Quebec,' Sept* ao, 1777* Received OSt* 31* 

I TRANSMIT the copy of a letter, which f have re- 
ceived from Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, giving an .ac- 
count of a viftory obtained by a party- of his detachment, 
fent by him, under the command of Sir John Johnfon, with 
a number of Indians, under Colonel Butler, over a body of 
rebels led by a General Herkener, and explaining the reafons 
which induced him afterwards to abandon the liege* which he 
had begun, of Fort Stanwix, and to retrtat from the Mo- 
hawk-river. I likewise inclofe a copy tranfmitted to me 
by Colonel St. Leger, of a letter from General Burgoyne 
to him : alfo, copies of letters I hav£ received from Colonels 
Clawfe and Butler, of the Indian department; 

Colonel Butler, with three principal chiefs df the Five Na- 
tions, came down here, being deputed for that purpofe, to 
allure me of the fteadinefs ef their attachment, of their rea- 
<Unefs ftill to undertake any thin^ in thttfr power for the ad- 
vantage of his Majefty, and their fulj determination to per- 
fevere in the war. Colonel Butler reprefenfs to me,- the ex- 
pediency of having a body of rafigefs, as in the laft war, to 
ferve with the Indians, and proposed to me, to raife a corps 
properly qualified for thSt puvgtofe^ a part of which he has 
already engaged, and ferverf with him on the* late expedition. 
I thought the fcheme calculated to draw th£ mon advan- 
tage from the fervice of the Ittdiaas* of which the' difpofi- 
tion of that people is capable \ and C^tatel Butted having 
(hewn himfelf, by his £eal f capacity, and' fervices, worthy 
of the truft, 1 have furnifhed hint with a proper power to 
raife a corps of raffgers fot thi*fervice y and appomted him 
major-commandant of it. A copy of his beating-order is 
herewith inclofecf, as alfo a copy of the ordiers which I have 
given him, for the joining as faft as poffible th* army under 
the command of' Lieutenant General Burgoyne with his 
corps, and' as large a body of die Indians of the rive Nations 
as he can colle£r. 

The domiciled Indians of Canada, and thofe of the upper 

country, which accompanied General Burgoyne's army, have 

. at different times returned, thofe of the upper country al- 

ledging the remotenefs of their habitations ; thofe pf Canada 

Other reafons ; which, conlidering that thefc people are never 

4 to 
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to be prevailed upon by compulfive means I did not enter 
into ; but having held a council with the chiefs of the upper 
Indians, and ordered them prefcnts, I obtained a lblema 
promife, that they would return early in the _ fpring with 
their numbers greatly increafed, and as a pledge, they have 
left fome of their young men to ferve through the winter. 
The Canada Indians have likewife confented to return in 
considerable bodies, which they intend to relieve from time 
to time, by which means, General Burgoyne's army I hope 
will have large parties of thefe Indians conftantly on iervice 
with him. 



ExiraB of a Letter from Colonel Butler, dated Ontario, 
July 28, 1777. 

[J« Sir Guy Carleton'j o/*Sept. 20, 1777.] 

I HAVE now the honour to acquaint your Excellency, 
that on the 13th inftant (two days after the Senecas and for- 
ty of the weftern Indians arrived) I left Niagara. In order 
to fpare provilions, I had before appointed a number of Se- 
neca warriors, together with jnany of their women and chil- 
dren, to meet me at Yroudequat, where I had promifed to 
deliver them, a prefent of cloaths, and fome provilions, to 
fupport them in the abfence of their hufbands ; atthat place 
. 1 \\aited feven days, to deliver them the prefents, and give 
them the hatcher, which they accepted, and promifed to 
make ufe of it. On the 19th, I received from General St. 
Leger, orders to fend him 150 Indians, to aft with the 
King's troops under his command, upon an attack againft 
fort" Stan wix. On the morning of the 20th, I had them 
ready, and fent off to him, under proper officers, whom I 
flattered myfclf. he would approve. Every thing being fet- 
tled with the Senecas, I left Yrondequat on the 24th, and 
on the 25th, .arrived at this place, where, befides the Indians 
I brought with me, I found a large party, under the direc- 
tion of Jojipb the Mohawk, in confequence of a meffagc I 
had fent him on the 30th pad ; befides thefe, I had ordered 
another large body of the Six Nations to meet me here, by 
way of the three rivers : but upon my arrival, found them 
flopped there, by order of Colonel Claus. Upofr a review 
of the whole, I have the fatisfa&ion to affure your Excel- 
lency, that the number of Indian warriors aifemLled at this 
Vol. VIII. G g place, 
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place, and the Seneca, or three rivers, cannot fall much 
fhort of 1000. The great reforfc of thefe people to this and 
every other place, to partake of the King's bounty, caufed 
me to prefent to Colonel Bolton, before I left Niagara, ano- 
1 ther account for 401 il. 16s. cjd. York currency, for his ap- 
probation ; fince when I arn informed he has lent it to your 
Excellency, for your acceptance, I muft humbly beg your 
Excellency will do me the juftice to believe, that in all my 
tranfaftions I have endeavoured to execute your orders with 
the greatcft ceconomy"" in my power ; and when you refleft 
the high value the Indians fct upon their alliance, the tempt- 
ing offers the rebels have frequently made to bring them over 
to their interefts, together with their numerous womea and 
children, who all expeft to be cloathed in abfence of their 
hulbanch, which, in my humble opinion, there is no avoid- 
ing, without difgufting thofe haughty and tenacious people; 
when your Excellency has weighed all thefe reafons, I flatter 
myfelf, that you will not think the expencc, however high, 
tr> be ufelefs, or given with too lavifti a hand. Before I 
conclude, I muft beg leave to remirtd your* Excellency, that 
when I firft arrived at Niagara, I found the Six Nations wa- 
vering, andofthetwo^ rather inclined to the rebels. En- 
couraged by Colonel Caldwell and Captain Lemoult, and at 
the fame time iupported by you, I have fpared no pains noc 
attention tp fix them in the interefts of t|ie. I£ing. The 
plcalurftjfttending my fuccefs, Ihave enjoyed oy experien- 
cing your Excellency's approbation of my humble though 
unwearied endeavours. 



ExtraB of a Letter from Colonel Butler to Sir Guy Carleton, 
dated Camp before Fort Stanwix, Aug. 15, 1 777. 

[7/f Sir Guy Carleton'j o/Sept, 20, 1777k] 

I HAVE the pleafure to acquaint your Excellency of 
the fuccefs of his Majefty's arms againft a detachment of the 
rebels, on the 6th inftant. Immediately after ray. arrival 
here, I was ordered by Brigadier General St. Leger to march 
with 400 Indians to intercept a party of the Mohawk-river 
.militia (in number 900) whom he was informed were on 
their march to throw themfelves into this place. In the 
evening, Sir John Johnfon, with 50 of the royal New- York 
regiment, joined us. At ten o'clock the next morning, near 
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the Brifco field, We heard the rebels in full march with a con- 
voy of 15 waggons of provifions and fibres. We were im- 
mediately formed by the Seneca chiefs, who took the lead in 
this adion, in concurrence with Sir John Johnfon and my- 
felf ; Sir John was polled on the road, to give the enemy a 
volley as they advanced ; myfelf, with the Indians, and 20 
rangers, were pofted to flank them in the woods ; this dif- 
pofition was foon after a little altered by the Indians, while 
the enemy were advancing, and when they were near enough, 
threw in an heavy fire on the rebels, and made a fhocking 
/laughter among them with their fpcars and hatchets : the 
rebels, however, recovering themfelves, fell back to a more ad- 
vantageous gtound, and maintained a running fight For about 
an hour and a half. At length, the Indians, with the de- 
tachment of the Yorkers and rangers, purfuing their blow, 
utterly defeated them, with the lois of 500 killed, wounded, 
and taken ; many of the latter were, conformable to the 
Indian cuftom, afterwards killed. Of the New-Yorkers, 
Captain M* Donald was killed, Captain Watts dangeroufly 
wounded, and one fubaltern ; of the rangers, Captains Wil- 
fon and Hare killed, and one private wounded. 

The Indians fuffered much, having 33 killed % and 29 
wounded; the Senecas alone loft 17 men, among whom 
were feveral of their chief warriors, and had 16 wounded. 
During the whole aftion, the Indians fhewed the grcatcfl 
seal for his Majefty's caufe ; and had they not been a little 
too Drecipitate, fcarcely a rebel of the party had efcaped, 
Moft of the leading rebels are cut off in the a&ion, fo that 
any further attempt from that quarter is not to beexpe&ed. 
Captain Watts, of the royal New-Yorkers, whofe many 
amiable qualities deferved a better fate, lay wounded in three 
places upon tie field two days before he was found ; however, 
It is thought he will recover. I fhould not do juftice to the 
Indians in general, and to the Senecas in particular, was I 
not to acquaint you, that their behaviour in the aftion ex- 
ceeded any thing I could have expe&cd from them ; the lofs 
the Senecas have fuftained will point out to your Excellency, 
how fevcre a fhare of jt fell to them. The fuccefs of this^ 
day will plainly fhew the utility of your Excellency's con- 
ftant fupport of my unwearied endeavours to conciliate to 
bis Mwfty fo fervjcable a body of allies. 



g % Extrall 
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Exeraftofa Letter from Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated OCwcgo, Aug. 27, 1777. 

[/« 5/r Guy Carleton' j of Sept. zo, 1777*] 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that the 
accounts we received in Canada, concerning fort'Stanwix* 
are the moft erroneous that can be conceived. Inftead of the 
infultable and unfinifhed work we were taught to expe&, I 
found it a relpeftable fortrefs, ftrongly garrifoped with 700 
men, and demanding a train of artillery we were not mailers 
of for its fpeedy fubjeftion. Its form is a kind of trapezium, 
or four-fided figure, with four baftions prized and picketted ; 
without, there is a good ditch, with pickets nipping out a 
confidcrable way at the faliant angles of the baftions ; three 
nines, four fixes, two threes, with a confiderable number of 
wall pieces, were all the artillery the enemy made ufe of du- 
ring the fiege. 

Since I wrote the above, the Heflians are arrived, with 
50 of their men fick ; one fortnight fooner", the Indians could 
have had no plea for their conduit. 



Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lieutenant 
Colonel St. Leger, without Date. 

[Tn Sir Guy Carleton'* of Sept. 20, 1777.] 

I WROTE you fome time fince an account of the rapid 
progress of his Majefty's arms at TiconderogA. I appre- 
hend that letter did not come to hand. Infurrhountable dif- 
ficulties, occafioned by the heavy rains upon die roads, pre- 
vented me getting forward. I tried an expedition to obtain 
a fupply ©f cattle, without waiting the tranfport of maga- 
zines ; it has failed, not without fome lofs to the Germans. 
It will now be a fortnight before I cari do any thing in your 
Favour. It will remain therefore to be confidered by you, 
flrft, wkcrher you can force the place with the artillery you 
have ; fecondly, if not, whether you can remain before it 
without riik of your being cut from your retreat, till I 
can bring the enemy to a battle, or otherwife to affift you ; 
thirdly, if you can re-embark yqur artillery, and join me 
3 ** wit^ 
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vith your troops by the route through the woods to fort 
3eorge. 

I have mentioned thefe confiderations in the ordsr of pre-. 
: erence I would clcfire, and a retreat by Canada, and fo to 
follow me by Ticonderoga is the laft. 

In caie you can efFeft the iecond confideration, or any 
rtherwifc keep footing in the country till I get poffeffion of 
the mouth of the Mohawk, it might be a good meafure to 
eave the garrifon, and by forced and rapid marches to join 
ne : but this muft depend upon the good afFe&ions of John- 
r on*s country , 

J am, dear Sir, 
' p yours ever faithfully, 

J. BlJRGOYNE. 

I beg to hear from you as frequently as poffible. I have 
1 copy of this, therefore yoti need only fay firft, fecond, third 
>rlaft, according to the consideration you adopt. 

N. B. This letter was not dated, It arrived the 25th 
it Onondago falls, 



ExtraB of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to Sir 
Guy Carletbn, dated Ofwego, Aug. 27, 1777. 

\In Sir Guy Carleton'j of Sept, 20, 1777.] 

A MINUTE detail of every operation fince my leaving 
La Chine with the detachment entrufted to my care, your 
excellency will permit me to referve to a time of lefs hurry 
ind mortification than the prefent, while I enter into the in- 
crefting fcene before fort Stanwix, which I inverted the 3d 
)f Auguft, having previoufly pufhed forward Lieutenant 
Bird, of the King's Tegiment, with 30 of the King's troops 
ind 200 Indians, under the direction of Captains Hare and 
VVilfon, and the Chiefs Jofeph and Bull, to feize faft hold of 
:he lower landing place, and thereby cut off the enemy's 
rommunications with the lower country. This was done 
vith great addrefs by the Lieutenant, though not with the 
ifFea I had promifed myfelf, occafioned by the flacknefs of 
he Maflfafagoes. The brigade of provifion-boats and ammu- 
lition I had intelligence of being arrived and difembarked 
*fore this party had taken poft. 
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The 4th and 5th were employed in making arrangements 
for opening Wood-oreck, (which the enemy with indefav- 
gable labour of 150 men for 14. days had moft effe&ual t 
choaked up) and the making a' temporary road from Finc- 
ridge, upon Fifh- creek, 16 miles from the fort, for a pre- 
fent fupply of provifion, and the tranfport of our artillery ; 
the firft was effected by the diligence and zeal of Captaia 
Rouville, affifted by Captain Herkemer of the Indian de- 

Crtment, with 1 10 men, in nine days ; while Lieutenant 
indy, acting as aftiftant quarter -maftcr-general, had ren- 
dered the road in the worft of weather fufficiently practicable 
to pafsthe whole artillery and ftores, with feven days pro*> 
fions in two days. 

Or* the 5th in the evening, intelligence arrived by my cV- 
covering parties on the Mohawk river, that a reinforcement 
of 800 militia, conduced by General Herkimer, were ca 
their march to relieve the garrifon, and were actually at that 
inftant at Oriika, an Indian fcttlement, 12 miles from the 
.fort, the garrifon being apprized of their march by four mea, 
who were feen enter the fort in the morning through what 
was thought an impenetrable fwamp. 

I did not think it prudent to wait for them, and thereby 
lubjecY myfelf to be attacked by a fally from the garriibn in 
tfce rear, while the reinforcements employed me in front ; 
I therefore determined to attack them on the march, either 
openly or covertly, as circumftances fhould offer. At this 
time I had not 250 of the King's troops in camp, the -various 
and extenfive operations I was under an under an absolute 
neceffity of entering into, having employed the reft, and 
therefore could not fend above 80 white men, rangers and 
troops included, with the whole corps of Indians. 

Sir John Johnfon put himfelf at the liead of this party t 
and began his march that evening at five o'clock, and met 
the rebel corps at the fame hour the next morning. The 
impetuofity of the Indians is not to be defcribed ; or the fight 
of the enemy, forgetting the judicious difpofition formed by 
Sir John, and agreed to by themfelves, which was, to futFer 
the attack to begin with the troops in front, while they fhould 
be on both flank and rear, they rufhedin, hatchet in hand, 
and thereby. gave the enemy's rear an opportunity to efcape. 
In relation to the victory, it was equally complete as if the 
whole had fallen ) nay, more fo, as the 200 who efcaped 
only ferved to fpread the panic wider :, but it was not fo with 
the Indians, their lofs was great, : I m,ufl:, be underftqod, In- 
dian 
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ciian computation, being only about 30 killed and wounded^ 
and in that number fome of their favourite chiefs and confi- 
dential warriors were {lain. On the enemy's fide, almoft all 
their principal leaders were flain ; General Herkiman hasf 
lihce died of his wounds. It is proper to mention, that the 
four men detached with intelligence of the march of the 
reinforcement, fet out the evening before the action, and 
consequently the enemy could have no account of the defeat, 
and were only in poileffion of the time appointed for their 
arrival, at which, as I fufpe&ed, the enemy made a fally 
with 250 men, towards Lieutenant Bird's poft, to facilitate 
the entrance of the relieving corps, or bring on a general 
engagement with every advantage they could wiih. 

Captain Hoyes was immediate detached- to cut in upon 
their rear, while they engaged the Lieutenant. Immediately 
upon the departure of Captain Hoyes, I learned, that, Lieute- 
nant Bird, mifled by the information of a cowardly Indian, 
that Sir John was preft, had quitted his poft to march to his • 
affiftance, I marched the detachment of the King's regiment 
in fupport of Captain Hoyes by a road in fight of the garri- 
ibn, which with executive fire from his party immediately 
drove the enemy into the fort without any further advantage 
thart frightening fome Squaws and pilfering the packs of tho 
warriors, which they left behind them. Aftef'-thia aflfkir 
was bver, orders were immediately given to compleat a two* 
gun battery and mortar beds, with three ftrong redoubts in 
their rear, to enable me, in 'cafe of another attempt to re- 
lieve the garrifon by the regimental troops, to march out a- 
larger body of the King's troops. 

Captain Lernoult was fent with no men to the lower 1 
landing place, where he eftablifhed hirrflelf with great judg-' 
rnent and ftrength, having an enclofed battery of a three- 
pounder oppofed to any tally from" the fort, and another to 
the fide of the country where a relief mult approach, and 
the body of his camp deeply entrenched and abattied. 

When by the unabating labour of officers and men (the 
fmallnefs of our numbers never admitting of a relief of three 
hours ceffation for fleep or cooking) the batteries and re- 
• doubts were finifhed, and new checks and axeltrees made for v 
the fix-pound£rs, thbfe that were fent being reported rotten 
and unferyiceable, it was found that our cannon had not the 
lcaft efFcft upon the fod- work of the fort, and that our royals ' 
^ had only the power of tcifcing, as a fix-inch plank was a tuf- 
ficient fccurity for their powder magazine, a& we learnt from 
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the deferters. At this time, Lieutenant Glenie of the artil- 
lery, whom I had appointed to aft as afliftant-engineer, pro- 
poied a converfipn of the royals (if I may ufe the cxpref- 
Con) into howitzers. The ingenuity and feafibility of this 
xneafure ftriking me very ftrongly, the bufinefs was let about 
immediately, and foon executed, when it was found, that no- 
thing prevented their operating with thedefircd efFeft but the 
cjiftance, their chambers being too fmall to hold a fufficiency 
of powder. There was nothing now to be done but to ap- 
proach the place by fap to a proper diftance, that the ram- 
part might be brought with their port6e ; at the fame time, 
all materials were preparing to run a mine under their moft 
formidable baftion. In the midft of thefe operations, intel- 
ligence was brought in by our fcouts, of a fecond corps of 
jooo men being on their march. The fame zeal no longer 
animated the Indians; they complained of our thinnefs of 
troops, and their former lodes. I immediately called a coun- 
cil of the chiefs ; .encouraged them as much as I could ; pro- 
mifed to lead them on myfelf, and bring into the field 300 of 
\ the beft troops ; they liftened to this, and promifed to follow 
me, and agreed, that I fhould reconnoitre the ground pro- 
pereft for the field of battle next morning, accompanied by 
feme of their chief warriors, to fettle the plan of opera- 
tions. Wheh 1 upon the ground appointed for the field of bat- 
tle, fcouts came in with the account of the firft number 
fwelled to 2000 ; immediately after a third, that General 
Burgoyne's army was cut to pieces, and that Arnold was 
advancing by rapid and forced marches with 3000 men. It 
was at tliis moment I began to fufpeft cowardice in fome, 
and treafon in others; however, I returned' to camp, not 
without hopes, with -the affiftance of my gallant coadjutor 
Sir John Johnfpn, and the influence of the fuperintending 
Colonels Clau? and Butler, of inducing them to meet the 
enemy. A council, according to their cuftom* was called to 
know their rcfolutions,' before the' breaking up of which I 
learnt that 200 were already decamped ; in about ah. hour, 
they infilled that I fhould retreat, or they would be obliged 
. to abandon me. I had no party to take, and a hard party it 
was to troops who could do nothing without them, to yield 
to their refolves, and therefore propofed to retire at night, 
fending on before my fick, wounded, artillery, &c. down the 
wopdr creek, covering it by our line of march. 

I now thought it time to call in Captain Lernoult's poft, 
retiring with the troops in camp, to the ruined fort called 

WiU 
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William, in the front of the garrifon, not only to wait the 
enemy, if they thought proper to fally, but to proteft the 
boat* from the fury of rjie favages, fending forward Cap*, 
taia Moyes, with his detachment and one piece of cannon, 
to the place where fort Bull flood, to receive the troops, 
who waited the arrival of Captain Lernpulr. Moft of the 
boats were efcorted that night beyond C&*ad*-creek, where 
no danger was to be apprehended from the enemy, as the 
creek at this place bending from the road has a deep cedar 
rwamp between* Every attention was now turned to the 
mouth of the creek, - which the enemy might have poflefied 
thftrafelves of by a rapid march by the Oneyda cafue* At 
this place the whole of this little anby arrived by twelve 
o'clock at night, and took poft in fuch a manner, as to have 
jib fears of any thing the enemy could do. Here we remaned 
till three o'clock next morning, when the boats which' could 
com? up the creek arrived and proceeded acrefe lake Oneyda 
to the ruined fort of Brireton, -where I learnt,, that fome 
boats were ftiU labouring down the creek, after being lighten- 
ed of the beft part of their freight by the Mefiafagoes. Cap- 
tain Lernoult propofed, with a boat full of armed men, to 
repzfs the lake that night, to relieve them from their labour 1 , 
and fupply them with provrfion. This tranfadion does an 
much honour tp the humanity as to the gallantry of this 
valuable officer, 

" On my arrival at theOnondago Palls I received an anfwer 
to*my letter from General Burgoyne, (a copy of which I 
have the honour to tranfinit to your Excellency) which 
(hewed in the clcareft light the ftene of treachery that had 
been pra&ifed upoa me ; the meffenger had heard, indeed, 
on his way, that they were soliciting the fame kind of rabbit 
as before, but that there was ndtan enemy with forty miles 
of fort Stanwix. 

Soon after my arrival here. I was joined by Captain Ler- 
noult with the men and boats he had been in fearch of, 

I mean immediately to fend off, for the ufe of the upper 
garrifon, all the overplus- provrfion I fhall have, after keep- 
ing a fufiiciehcy to carry my detachment down, which I mean 
to do. with every expedition in my power, the moment this 
bufinefs is effe&ed, for which purpofe I have ordered here 
the fnowt The floop is already gone from this with its full 
lading. 

Vol, VIII, H h ' " ' **l>*S 
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Extratf of a Litter from Daniel Claus, Efq. Superintendent 

• on Brtgadier St. Leger'r Expedition, to Sir Guy Carleton, 

• dated Ofwego, 28'/* Auguft, 1777. 

[/» S/r Guy Carleton V of 20th September, 1777.3 

I HAVE, however, the pleafure of alluring your Excellen- 
cy, that the different Indian nations I happened to convene 
iince my coming out, have demonftrated the moft warm zeal 
of efpoufing andadmg moft heartily in the prefent caufe for 
the intereft of the crown ; and am fully perfuaded the Six 4 
Nations and their confederates are fo firmly attached to hit 
Majefty's intereft on the prefent crifis, that they will conti- 
nue fo to the end of the conteft, to which their late fuccefi 
jigainft the rebels of Tryon county, as well as their purfuing 
revenge for their loft friends in (aid. a&ion will urge them on 
the more. 

As doubtlefs Brigadier'St. Leger has fully given your Excel- 
lenpy a detail of that affair, as well as the thereupon enfued re- 
treat from Fort Stanwix, I will not incommode you with re- 
petitions! but defer particulars to a pergonal interview. 

■Copy of Beating~orders to John Butler, Efq. appointed Major 
Commandant of a Corps of Rangers toferve with the Indians* 

[In Sir Quy Cadeton** of loth September, 1777.] 

"(GUY CARLETON, Knight of the Bath, Captain-Gene- 
ral and Governor in Chief of *he Province of Quebec, an<J 
Territories depending'thereon, t>V, &c y Uc. General and 

, Commander in Chief of his Majefty's Forces in the faid 
Province, and the frontiers thereof, &c 9 fcff, tfc. 

TO John Butler, Efcj. appointed Major Comman- 
dant of a corps of Rangers to ferve with the Indians. 

BY virtue of the power and authority in me veiled bv the 
King, I do hereby authorife and impower you, or fuch offi* 
cers as you fliall direft, by beat of drum, or otherwlfe, forth- 
with to raife on the frontiers of this province, as many able- 
bodied feamen of bis Majefty's loyal fubje&s as will form one 
company of rangers, to ferve with the Indians as occafion (ball 

require; 
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require f which company fliall confift of a captain, a firft-Iieu- 
tenant, fecond- lieutenant, three ferjeants, three corporals, and 
fifty private men j and when you fhall have compleated one 
company as aforefaid, you arc further impowered.tp raife and. 
form another in like manner, and of like numbers as the firftj 
and fo on until you (hall have '/corripleafed a number of com- 
panies of rangers as aforefaid, not exceeding ill the whole 
eight companies; bbferving that the" firft "be compleated,- 
armed, and fit for fcrvice, and have patted mnfter before fuch 
perfon as fliall be appointed for that purpofe by fome one of 
the qptamanding officers of his Majefty's troops neareft to where 
the faid companies (o rai^d ihall Wat the time, before another 
be begun to be raifed. And of which light companies, or fuch 
part thereof as you fliall ;be able to raife, you ihall be Major 
Commandant ; .two of the companies aforefaid (to be com-, 
pofed of people fpeaking the Indian language, and acquainted 
with their cuftoms and manner of making war) for their en- 
couragement, ihall be paid at the rate. of four (hillings New- 
York currency by the day, non-commjffioned officers in pro- 
portion, from the day of their enlifting j and the other compa- 
nies, (to be com pofed of people well acquainted with the 
Woods) in consideration of the fatigue they are liable to un- 
dergo, ihall be paid at the rate of two {hillings New- York 
currency by the day, non-commlffioned officers in proportion; 
{he whole to cloath and arm themfehres at their own expence. 
.You and the officers fo raifed t;o be paid as is cuftomary to 
other officers of like rank in his Majefty's fervice. And 
you are carefully to obey and follow fuch orders and direc- 
tions as you fliall from time to time receive from me, or the 
commander in chief for the time being, or any other yourfu- 
perior officer, according to the rules and difcipline of war, in 
putfuance of the truft heieby repofed in you. Given lender my 
hand and feal at arms, at Quebec, this fifteenth day of Sep- 
tember, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- feven* and 
In the feven teenth year of the reign of our fovereign lord 
George the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the FaitR, and fo 
forth* 

(Signed) Guy CarletOn. 

> 

By his Excellency's command, * 

(Counter figned) E. Foy. 

H h 2 . Cofy 
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G>pf of InflruSkm to Mjjor John Butler, Commandant rfm 
Corps of Ranger s> to Jerve-whb the Indium. 

[In Sir Guy Caricton'j of *otb September, 1777.] 

GUY CARLETON, Knight of die Bath, Capona-Gcne* 
ral, and Governor in Chief of the Province of Quebec, 
and Territories depending thereon, tifc. General and 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's Forces id Aid Pro* 
vines, and the Territories thereof, fifc. 

TO Major Jon* Bur leu, Commandant 4rf a Corp* 
of Rangers, to fer?e with the Indians. 

HAVING appointed yon to command a body of rangers,-' 
which k is expedient at this time to rarfe, in order to fcrv c 
with, die Indians, yew thall, at foon as poffible, match with 
ftrch wrt of the faid rangers as are already raifed, or you 
ftiail nrnnediatdy raife, and as large a body of the Six Na- 
tions, or other Indians, as you can collcft without too much 
expohng their country to tne inenrfions of the rebels, to jorri 
and pat yourfelf under die command of Lieut. Gen. Burgtiyne, 
giving him notice, as expediriotrily as poffible, of your ap-» 
(roach towards him, and of die force you bring along with 
Jon ; and all orders which you fhall receive from £c faid 
Lieutenant General Burgovne, you are to obferve and obey* 
Given under my hand at Quebec, this 15th day of Septem- 
ber, 1777.' . 

(Signed) Guy Carletow, • 

Trax/tated Copy of a Letter from Baron de Reidefel to £*•$ 
George Gcrmame, dated Qamp at JonesrFarm, a&tb Au» 

My Loud, 
I FLATTER myfelf that your Excellency deigns ftill to 
remember your moft obedient i'ervant, who atfu redly ferves 
with zeal for his Majefty's fervice, although his powers arc 
fo weak that he cannot be of fuch great ufe as himlelf wifhes. 
The evacuation of Ticonderfga, getting the day at Hu- 
berton, the capture of Skeenfboreiqgh, and the retreat of the 

4 enemy 
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enemy as far at Stillwater, 22 miles on this fide of Albany* 
were fucccfles £b rapid, that icareely could we purfue tkti 
enemy. 

The want of carriage greatly retarded the tranfport of out 
provifions. To remedy this inconvenience, General Bur-* 
goyne defigned to carry off the considerable magazine, be-! 
longing to the enemy at Bennington, in the hopes of being 
able to fubfift our own axmy for a certain time. The itfuft 
of that expedition was not according to our wiihes* 

To prove to your Excellency that neither the troops cm* 
ployed upon, that expedition, nor that the two eotna*aiaders 
were wanting in their conduct, or aflted contrary to order*> 
I have the honour to prcfent to your Excellency a brief re- 
lation of that melancholy affair,- with the reports and in-* 
firu&ions. .'.... 

I hope we fliall fhortly have an opportunity to repair this 
check ; and that the firft news your Excellency will receive 
from our army will prove more iatisfa&ory. 

Recommending myfelf to your Excellrocy'e goodnefi, I 
have the honour to be, tfc. KpinxsEfr* 

Account of an Affair which hap tencd near Walloon-Crnei, ifei 
Auguft, 1777. 

[In Baron it Reidefel's of %%tb Augtrft, 1777. . 

ON the 15th of Auguft, at 8 o'clock in the morning, Sir 
Francis Clarke, aid de Camp to his Excellency perietal Bur* 
goyne, brought me the order to march immediately with die 
corps under my command, confiftingof a battalion of grena+ 
diers, one of cnafleurs, one rifle company, and two pieces of 
cannon, to the fupport of Lieutenant Colonel Baum. 

I marched at 9 o'clock ; and, on account of the fcarcttv of 
carts* I put two -boxes* of ammunition upon the artillery 
carts ; each foldier carried forty rounds in his pouch. 

The troops being obliged to ford Battenfeile, I was de- 
tained a considerable time by it ; the number of hills, ex- 
ccflive bad roads, and a continued rain, impeded our march 
fo much, that we fcarce made half an Engltfh mile ia an 
hour ; each gun and ammunition-cart was obliged to bo 
dragged up the hills one after another ; one artillery -cart was 
overturned, and with the gcoatoft. difficulty was put into efcf 
tuation to proceed. 

Ail 
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• All tkefe difficulties delayWusinuch ; and notwithfhmd- 
ing e*ery means was ufed, and no trouble or labour fpared, 
it was not poffible for me to march faftcr. Our guide loft 
his way, and after a long fearch in vain Major ftarncr was 
obliged to look out for a man, who put us again in the right 
road. 

All thefe accidents prevented me from reaching Cambridge 
the evening of the 15th, and was- therefore obliged -to hale 
feven miles this fide of it, where the men lay upon their arms 
all night. 

• Before I came to the place where I halted, I wrote to Lieut. 
Colonel Baum, to acquaint him of my coaling to his fup- 
port. Lieutenant Hannerman went with this account, and 
from thence to Lieutenant Colonel fiaum's poft, where he ar- 
rived at 11 o'clock at night; I rec$iv$d an ^nfwer'the next 
morning. (16th) Early in the morning I march fed on; hut 
as the artillery -horfes had had no food all the day before, and 
very little during the night, they were fo weak as to be fcarce 
able to drag the cannon ; on which account our march was 
very flow. * 

M?jor Barner, with the advanced guard, was obliged to go 
forwards to prefs horfes, which we immediately made ufe of, 
and we continued our march as faft as poffible, rift about two 
miles on. the other fide of Cambridge, where I halted about 
half an hour to affemble the troops. . . . 

About "Wo. o'clock in the afternoon Colonel Skeenefent 
me two men, defiring an officer am} twenty men, to take pof- 
feffion of the mill at St. Coyk, which the rebels intended pol- 
fcffing themfelves of. 

Inttead of the detachment which he aflced for, I fent a Capt. 
GleiflTcnberg, with the advanced guard, confifting of fixty 
jgrenadiers and chaffcurs, and twenty riflemen. 

I followed with the column as faft as poffible ; upon this 
march an ammunition-cart broke down. , 

At half paft 4 o'clock in the afternoon I Reached the mill, 
and found the advanced r guard in pofieflioh of it, and all quiet. 

• I muft potitively declare, that neither during the march, 
nor even after I reached the mill, I did not hear a fingle £hot 
fired, either from imall arms or cannon. 

Colonel Skeenc was at the mill ; and as he gave me to un- 
derftand that the corps of Lieutenant Colonel Batrm was not 
above two mile* from me, I imagined I could not do better 
than puih -on, to his Jupport- ; Colonel Skeene was of the fame 
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opinion, and we marched on over the bridge near the mill, en- 
deavouring to reach Colonel Baum as ibon as poffible. 

At this time I knew nothing of his engagement being over ; 
if Colonel Skeene knew it, I cannot conceive what his reafons 
were for concealing it from me. If I had known it, I certain- 
ly fhould not have engaged the enemy. 

I had fcaree paffed the bridge xooo yards when I perceived 
a confiderable number of armed people, fome in jackets, fome 
in fliirts, who were endeavouring to gain a height which was 
cm my left flank. 

* I fnewed thefe people to Colonel Skeene, who affured ine 
they were royalifts, and rode up towards them, and called out, . 
but received no other anfwer than a difcharge of fire-arms. 
I immediately ordered Major Barner's battalion to move off 
towards the heights, the rifle company and grenadiers mo- 
ving towards the right, and then began the attack, aad lafked 
till towards eight o'clock. 

The cannon were polled on the road where there was a 
block-houfe, which the rebels left as foon as they began to 
fire upon it. 

"Notwithftanding frefli fupport was constantly coming to 
them, they were driven from every height. 

The troops did their duty, and every one concerned did 
the fame. As all the ammunition was expended, and the 
cannon ceafed firing, nothing was more natural tha!n to ex- 
pert that the enemy would renew the attack, which, in fa&, 
was die cafe. * 

I haftened with a number of men towards the cannon, in 
order to bring them off. On this occafion the men received 
the moft- dangerous wounds, particularly Lieutenant Span- 
genberg, fome fire-workers, and fome artillery ; the horfes 
were afi killed, and if even one had been alive, it would not 
have been poffible to have moved him. 

In order then not to rifque every thing, as I could not return 
the enemy's fire, as foon as it was dark I retired over the bridge, 
which I broke down, brought off as many of the wounded as 
I could, and, in company with Colonel Skeene, arrived about 
12 o'clock at Cambridge : where, after taking the neceffary 

frecautions, I remained all night, and the next day, the 17th, 
arrived at the camp. 

This is the beft account I can give of this whole affair. 
The lofs of my cannon gives me the greateft concern; I 
did every thing' in my power to (ave them, but the want of 
ammunition prevented me not only from returning the ene- 
my's 
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my's foe, but even of getting out of it { many loft their lives 
and limbs, and could I have faved my cannon, I would with 
ylegfcre have facrifked my life to have effected it. 



Relation $f th* Expedition to Bennington* 

[J* Baron d* Reidefcr* of %%tb Jugujl y 1 J77.] 

THERE being great difficulty in procuring horferf and car- 
riage! to tranfpbrt the baggage and provifions of the army, to 
remedy this great inconvenience, which retarded the move- 
ftient of the troops, it was determined to fend out a detach- 
ment, as foon as expedient, to brine in horfes for the above 
purpofe, and to mount the Brunfwick dragoons, if a fufficient 
rjumber could be found. The army being aflemblcd at FortEd- 
ward, where it moft ncceflirily halt a few days to tranfport 
the {tare* and provifions over the carrying-place, his Excel-* 
lency Lieutenant-General Burgoyne took this opportunity 0/ 
fcndjng out a detachment under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baum, who was to have the following troops-with 
Win, yia* 

Brunfwick dragoons - - * t 150 

Captain Frazer's light company. 50 

Peter's Provincial corps - - 15Q 

Provincials aqd Canadian volunteers « v 56 

Indian* t *'•»■_• 100 

Governor Skeen was alfo fent with this detachment* from 
whofe fuppofed knowledge of the country *nd influence 
amongftthe inhabitants much was expe&od, 

By Lieutenant-Colonel Baum's inftru&ioft* (a copy of 
which is lent herewith) he was to proceed by Arlington, Man** 
chofter, &c.— Auguft 9. Lieutenant-Color*©} Baum marched 
rVom Fort Edward with the. dragoons to Fort Miller, where 
he was to receive frocb the advanced corps, ijn^er the com- 
mand of Brigadier- General Frazer, $he remainder of the 
troops defined to make up tfaU detachment, 

Auguft io, Obliged to halt, the Provincial* and Indiana 
intended for him being gone on to Stillwater ; to make up 
this deficiency, IQO German* were ordered {Vqq> Lieutenant- 
Colonel 
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Colonel Brcy men V corps to join Lieutenant-Colonel Baom, 
feme Canadians and Indians alio joined him, but not (6 many 
as were firft ordered. 

His Excellency General Burgoyne this day changed the 
route firft intended for the detachment, and ordered Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Baum to march direftly to Bennington, intel- 
ligence being received that tie rebels had aconfiderable ma- 
gazine there. 

Auguft ii. Marched and took poft at Bnton-Kill oppofite 
Saratoga* \ 

Auguft 12. Proceeded to Cambridge. This day his ad- 
vanced guard fell in with and defeated a party of rebels, took 
eight prifoners, 1000 bufhels of wheat, 150 bullocks, and fe- 
veral other articles, which he fent back to camp. Here he 
was informed, that there were from. 15 to 1800 of the enemy 
at Bennington, and that they had a very considerable maga- 
zine there, befides 2000 . bullocks and 300 horfes* Encou" 
raged by the fucceis of his firft attack, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baum propofed to march next day towards Bennington', and 
diflodge the enemy from that poft. 

Auguft 12. He fent. every day exaft reports of his progref* 
andfituation to General 'Burgoyne, with which his Excel- 
lency was perfectly fatisfied, and approved of his defign of 
attacking Bennington, fo foon as Lieutenant-Colonel Baum 
was fully informed of the enemy's number, and fituation, and 
that it might be attempted with a profpeft of fuccefs, and 
without runningany rifk. 

, Auguft 13. The detachment marched out and took poft 
{Spur miles on this fide of Bennington. 

Auguft 14. Lieutenant-Colonel Baum being ready to 
march off early in the morning, he was attacked by a body of 
700 rebels, who, after having a few (hot fired at them, retired 
anddhjperfed. 

By fome prifoners taken upon this occafion, and from fome 
royalift- who came in, Lieutenant-Colon^ Baum was in- 
formed, that the enemy were ftrongly entrenched at Benning- 
ton, that they expefted a large reinforcement from the rebel 
army, and intended to attack him as foon as the reinforce- 
ment had joined them. 

On receiving this information the Lieutenant-Colonel very 
properly deferred his intention of pufliing on to Bennington, • 
and halted in his ppft, fending off an exprefs to inform Gene- 
ral Burgoyne of his fituation, and defiring that forne troops 
jnay be ordered to fuftain him. 
Vqu VIII. Ii Auguft 
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Auguft 14. His report was wrote in fuch high fptrits, that 
the General was induced to believe, that Tie afked for a rein- 
forcement more to enable him to attack the enemy than from 
any apprehenfion of his corps being in danger of being at- 
tacked* 

Fn confequencc of the above information, Lieufcexiant-Co- 
lonel Brey man was ordered to march with his corps (the bat- 
talion of grenadiers and Barner's battalion, about 500 men) 
find two pieces of cannon to fuftain Lieutenant- Colonel Boom, 
and an officer was fent off to inform the latter, that Lieatje- 
nant-Colonel Breyman had begun his march early the 15th. 

The diftance between the two corps rendered this rein- 
forcement ufelefg to Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, as they could 
not get up time enough to fupport him. 

Auguft 15. Some (mall parties were feen near Lieutenant* 
Colonel Baum's poft, who always retired upon being fired 
upon. Accounts were alfo received, that the rebels expe£bed 
every hour a large reinforcement from their army ; however, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, being affured that Breyman's 
corps were on their march to fuftain him, determined to main- 
tain his poft, nqtwithftanding the jjreat numbers of the ene- 
my. He took every poffible precaution, and polled his <fe- 
tachment to the greateft advantage. 

Auguft 1 6. In the morning feveral bodies of men- in arms 
wtfe obferved approaching his poft. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baum was affured they were.royalifts, but their number cn- 
creafing, he ordered out parties to reconnoitre, and feon per- 
ceived he was furrounded by the rebels from Bennington, re- 
inforced by a large detachment from Mr. Arnold's army ; on 
it' fignal being madeby the rebels about half paft ten, he was 
attacked on all (ides by fuperior numbers ; he maintained his 
poll above two hours, 4 and often repulfed the enemy, but 
finding that his 4 men had expended all their ammunition, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Breyman's corps" not yet appearing, he 
was obliged to think of a retreat with the dragoons (the Pro- 
vincials, Canadians and Indians being alrcaay cut off from 
him). He twice forced his way through the enemy, and was 
# . as often attacked by frefh troops ; as a laft refource, he or- 
dered his men to draw their fwords and.rufh in upon the ene- 
my, where, notwithstanding every effort of bravery, this corps 
overpowered by fuperior numbers was entirely broke, and we 
know not as yet what has been their fate. 

Seven dragoons have efcaped and joined the army. It is 
laid Lieutenant -Colonel Baum is wounded,, and no doubt 
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numbers of die officers and men are killed and Wounded. The 
reports of thofe who efcaped early are fo various and contra- 
dictory that there is no depending upon them. They all 
however agree, that the rebels were between three and four 
thousand ixrong, 

Ex^raS of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germaine, <£««/ Philadelphia, 21/i O&ober, 1772. 

[Received. ijl December.] 

THE inclofures, No. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, have been alfo 
transmitted to me by Sir Henry Clinton, and am forry to ob- 
serve by them the very critical fituation of General Bur- 
goyne's army. He no doubt had fuccefs on the 19th of Sep- 
tember ; at the fame time that aftion not being decifive 
would, by leaving him a number of wounded to tranfport, ac- 
cumulate his difficulties in proceeding to Albany. 
- I have reafon to believe he had a leeond a&ion on the 7th 
infkant, in which, by the enemy's report, they were fuccefs- 
ful ; but this remains extremely doubtful, as they are ever 
ready to propagate the moft direft falfehoods upon every 00 
cafion. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to General 
■• Sir William Howe, dated Camp at Fort-Edward, Auguft 6. 

1777. witb* No** annexed, received from Sir Henry Clinton, 

Oftober 7. 

[In Sir William Howe's of ziji Oftober, 1777.] 

SIR, 
I RECEIVED yefterday the duplicate of your letter of the 
17th July, and (hall ftri&ly obferve the contents. My pro- 
gress from Skeenfborough hither was very laborious, through 
a country naturally difficult, the roads and bridges all broken 
»p, and in the face of the enemy, who retired neverthelefs 
from poft to poft with considerable lofs in killed and prifoners, 
and. without any other troops engaged on our fide than In- 
dians and Provincials, and thofe have fuffered no otherwiic 
than in a few wounds. I have had the fulleft fatisfafiion in 
the alacrity of the army, and the iffue has juftificd my perfe- 
j. '..'.. . ' I i i vcranct 
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verance in preferring this route to die retrograde movement 
which it would have been to have takeo the more commodi- 
ous one by Ticonderoga and Lake George. The garrifon of 
Fort-George, in danger of bei*g cut off by my movement 
di redly upon the Hudfon's River, abandoned, as I had ex- 
pe£ted, the fort, and burned the veflels deiigned for the de- 
fence of the Lake. The firft embarkation therefore from Ti- 
conderoga, which I had ordered to be ready for that purpofe, 
puffed the Lake the day I took pofleflion of this important 
communication by land, and the batteaux, which, had I 
taken the other route, muft have been defiined to tlie troops, 
were now employed for the tranfportofpart of the magazines, 
which puts me well forward. I have nevgrtheleis been com- 
pelled impatiently, but inevitably, to give confiderable to 
pafs artillery, provifion and batteaux over fo long a carrying 
place as fourteen miles, with a final! number of horfes and 
Carriages refpeftively to the work. Your Excellency will 
Hkewife fee the neceffity of fortifying fome pofts in fo very 
long a communication. I hope, however, to move to Sara- 
toga (where the enemy is at prefent pofted, but making difpo- 
fition to retreat) in a few days, but as I have a carrying-place 
at Fort Miller, and another at Stillwater, I do not apprehend 
k wijl be poflible to be in pofleflion of Albany, .even fuppo- 
fing the enemy fhould not ftand a battle, before the azrfor 
23d. Should the opportunity of any ftroke offer, I certainly, 
where I can convey neceffary provifion only, fhall not wait 
the carriage of the tents or any other baggage. During my 
ftay here, the Indians have done good femce; not a day 
panes without prisoners brought in, fome from miles behind 
the enemy's camp. I have detachments of fevejiteen diffe- 
rent nations. There is infinite difficulty to manage them. 
My effort has been to keep up their terror, and avoid their 
cruelty. I think I have in a great meafure fucceeded. They 
attack very bravely, they fcalp the dead only, and fpare the 
inhabitants. I believe the fcalp of the famous partizan 
Whitcombe, who killed Brigadier Gordon laft year, to be in 
their pofleflion. Mr. Arnold profeffes an intention to ftand 
an a&ion fomewhere about Albany. I yet hear nothing of 
Mr. \Vafhington. St. Leger is, I am aflured by intelligence, 
in operation about Fort Stanwix. One reafon of my impa- 
tience to gain the mouth of the Mohawk is to favour him. I 
hope the difficulties of communicating with your Excellency 
will foon decreafe. I fent a confidential meflenger to you 
fome days *go, who I hope arrived fktc. The letter ypu 
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mention to have been intercepted in a canteen was not from me 
nor to you. It was an attempt of material purpofe had it 
fucceeded, without any poffible difadvantage happening from 
the difcovery. 

As I mean Sir Henry Clinton to read this letter in its paf- 
fage, I do not write to him feparately. My beft wifhes and 
ane&ion to him. 

I am, with every poffible fentiment of refpeft and attach- 
ment, Sir, &c. . * 

J. BurgoVne. 

Purport of a Difpatch on or about the 20th of July, 1777. 

ON the 16th iriftant the enemy diflodged from Ticonde . 
roga, and, were driven on the lame Jay beyond Skeenfborough 
on the right, and to Huberton on the left, with lofs of 128 
pieces of cannon, all their armed gallies and ammunition, 
military ftores and provifion, to a vail amount. 

On the two fucceeding days, the afcendency of his Ma- 
Jcfty'« arms W as further eftablifhed by two feparate a'ftionsat 
diftant places. and againft fuperior numbers, in which the ene- 
my Ylois amounted to above fix hundred dead upon the field, . 
above three times that number wounded, and one Colonel,- 
{even captains, ten fubalterns and near four hundred pti~ 
foners. 

Of the King's troops were killed one major, one captain* 
three lieutenants, one volunteer lieutenant of marines, two 
ierjeants, forty-one rank and file. 

Wounded two majors, five captains, ten lieutenants, one 
volunteer, thirteen ferjeants, one hundred and forty-two rank 
and file. 

Major Grant of the 24th regiment was the field-officer 
killed. 



Copy of a Note Jrom Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lieutenant 
General Sir Henry Clinton, dated 23 V September, 1777. 
Received $th Oftobcr. 

[In Sir \yilliam Howe*5 of2i/i Oft. 1777.]. 

HAVE loft the old cypher, but being fure, from the te- 
nor of your letter, you meant it l'o to be read, I have made 

it 
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it cut. An attack, or the menace of an attack upon Mont- 
gomery muft be of great ufe, as it will draw away a part of 
this force, and I will follow them clofe. Dp it, my dear 
friend, dire&ly. Yours ever faithftilly" 

J. B. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lieutenant 
General Sir H. Clinton, dated 2$th Sept, 1777. Received 
$th Oftober, 1777. 

{In Sir William Howe** ofziji Oft. 1777.] 
Sir, 
THE bearer, Captain Campbell, an officer of great merit 
and fall confidence, is charged with an exaft duplicate of my 
meffage to your Excellency difpatched yefterday by another 
officer. I requeft the moft fpeedy aafWer by triplicates. 

Believe me, &c. J. Bujlgoyne. 
» 
Copy of an Inclofure received from Lieutenant General Sir H. 
x Clinton, with the above Letter. 

CONVERSATION with Captain Campbell feat by Ge- 
neral Burgoyne tome, 

. He faid he was defired by General Burgoyne to tell roe 
that the General's whole army did not exceed 5000 men ; 
that the confequences of the battle on the 19th were die loft 
of between five and fix hundred men ; that the enemy were 
within a mile and a half of him ; that he knew not their 
numbers for certain, but believed them to be twelve or four- 
teen thoufand men ; that there was befides that a considerable 
body in his rear. That he wifhed to receive my orders whe- 
ther he fhould attack, or retreat to the lakes ; that he had but 
provifions to the 20th of this month ; and that he would not 
have given up his communications with Ticonderoga, had he 
not expefted a co-operating army at Albany. That he 
wifhed to know my pofitive anfwer, as foon as poffible, whe- 
ther I could open a communication with Albany, when I 
fhould be there, and when there keep my communication 
with New- York ; that if he did not hear from -me by the 
1 2th inftant he fhould retire. 

To which I returned the following anfwer by Capt. Camp- 
bell, viz. That not having received any inftruftions from the 
commander in chief, relative to the northern artny, and un- 
acquainted even of his intentions concerning the operations 
of that army, excepting his wiihes that they fhould get to Al- 
2 bany, 
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bany, Sir HL Clinton -cannot prefume to give .any orders to 
General Burgoyne. General Burgbyne could not fuppofe 
that Sir H, Clinton had an idea of penetrating to Albany 
with the final! force he mentioned in his lad letter. What he 
offered in that letter he has now undertaken : cannot by any 
means promife himfelf fuccefs, but hopes it will be at any 
rate ferviceable to General Burgoyne, as General Burgoyne 
fcys in his letter anfwering the oner " that even the menaec 
ot an attack would be of ufe." 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton to 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne, dated Fort Montgomery, %tb 
O£tober,i777. 

[/« Sir WiUiam Howe** ofzifl Oft. 1 777.] 

Dear Sir, 

NOUS y vailij and nothing now between us but Gates*. I 
iincerely hope this little fuccefs may facilitate your opera- 
tions. 

In anfwer to your letter of the 28th of September, by C 
C. I fhall only fay, I cannot .prefume to order, or even ad- 
yife, for reasons obvious^ I heartily wiih you fuccefs, 

and am, &c. 

H.C. 

• Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyn* to Lieute- 
nant General Sir Henry Clinton, dated 2Jtb September, 
1 7 7 7, and received at Fort Montgomery gth O&ober, 1777. 
• [In Sir William Howe'* ofiijl Oft. 1 777.] 
Sir, 
CAPTAIN Scott, of the 24th regiment, is entrufted witfc 
the fulleft difpatches and communications neceffary to be 
known by your Excellency. He is an officer of great merit, 
and intitled to the fulleft confidence. 

I requeft you to return your orders by triplicates, by diffe- 
rent routes, reckoning that your old cypher fubfifts. 
I am, &c. 

J. BUROOYHTE. 

Copy of an Inclofure received from Lieutenant General Sir Henry 
Clinton with the above Letter* 

CAPTAIN Scott, of the 24th regiment arrived, on the 
gth, from General Burgoyne, (aid mat the army under the 

Gcine«Y 
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Generals command, amounting to 5000 men, confifted of the 
following corps. 

Britifh 2000, Provincial V. 500, Germans 2500 ; that the 
rebel army was about 12,000, befides a body, fuppofed to be 
about 4000, that are hovering about ; that the continental 
troops alone amount to the ngmber of General Burgoyne's 
army. Both armies were incamped a few miles above Still- 
Water, and the diftance not exceeding a mile and a half, in 
many places not more than half a mile, the ground of both 
armies very ftrong. General Burgoyne can remain in his 
prefent pofition until the 12th, or until the 16th, fhould it be 
certain that the communication would be open by that time, 
between the armies of General Clinton and General Bur- 
goyne ; if not, it will be neceflary he fhould make good his 
retreat to Canada before the icefetsin. 

General Burgoyne begs that Six. Henry Clinton will give 
him an anfwer, conveying the plaineft and moft pohSve 
meaning how he fhould aft, for the good of his Majefty : 
whether he fhould proceed to Albany, or to make good his 
retreat to Canada, He cannot flay longer than the 12th, 
fliould he be obliged to retire to Canada, nor longer than the 
1 6th fhould he proceed to Albany. He was obliged to give 
up the communication between him and the lakes, on his 
quitting the heights of Saratoga, Was he to get to Albany, 
he does not think he could be iupplied with provifions/or the 
winter ; die country there, and on the Mohawk river, being 
much drained, unlefs the communication is opened between 
Albany and New York. 

In the afrion of the 19th of September, the Britifh troops 
acquired great honour, though no material advantage was rea- 
ped from it, night coming on prevented ir, The enemy 
fought with a good deal of obftinacy, Our lofs about 530, 
moftly Britifh, killed and wounded; that of the enemy about 
1200. 

General Burgoyne begs Sir Henry Clinton will find du- 
plicates either in writing or verbally, as foon as poffible. 

General Burgoyne thinks he could force his way to Alba-* 
ny ; but unlefe afiured that the communication between that 
place and New-York was kept. open, he could apt fufrfift hi* 
army during the winter, 
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Cb/> bf a Letter from Lor & Vijeount Howe to ZW George Ger* 
ihaine,<£ita/, Eagle, ^'Ndw-York, ao/A September^ 1776.* 

[Received yd Ndvefnbcr.] 
My Lord, 
FINDING in aconverfation with Mr. Sullivan, a Major- 
General in the rebel army, taken prifoner in the aftion of the 
27th Auguft, that the leaders of the difaffefted Americans 
Jprofefled to underftand, the powers delegated by the King's 
commiffion, were rfcftriftcd to granting pardons and declar- 
ing the colonies at peace, without authority to eriter into any 
difcufEon of grievances, I thought proper to inform that gen- 
tleman, that the objeft of his Majefty's paternal defire was to 
make his American fubjc&s happy, as well as to relieve them 
from the calamities of .war; — mat the commiffioners were 
willing to confult and confer with any perfons of influence 
upon the means of attaining thofe ends ; and that reconcili- 
' ation, union, and redreTs of grievances might be the happy 
v ' confequence. Mr, Sullivan hereupon propofed, and, . with 
General Howe's approbation, I contented, that he fhould go to 
Philadelphia, and undeceive thofe. who appeared to entertain 
that confined opinion of the King's moft gracious intentions. 
On the pth inftant, he returned and acquainted me, that he 
had made Known the fentimtjits I had exprefled to him, and 
that, according to the tenor of a resolution of Congrefs, three 
deputies might ibon be expc&ed in this province to enquire 
more particularly into the grounds of the information he had 
communicated. 

I have the honour to fend inclofed to your Lordfhip a copy 
of that refolution. 

Although the objeft of this deputation apparently was to 
interrogate rather than to confer, General Howe concurred in 
opinion with me, that I fhould not on that account decline 
any proportion for a meeting. We thought it material to 
contravert the real or affc&ed ideas before mentioned, which 
had probably been circulated with a view to perfuade the ig- 
norant, that the offer of peace and pardon, held forth in our 
declaration of the 14th July, was merely an artifice to difarm 
them, and that their liberties and properties were only to be 
fecured by a perfeverance in their refolution to throw off all 
dependence upon the King and Parliament of Great Britain. 

•This Jettrr wmJsM Ufow tfc* Hmrie < £ X^fdi •#»/*. 

Vol.VW. Kk In 
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In the Evening of the fame day I received information, that 
Dr. Franklin, Mr. John Adams and Mr, Rutledge woqM 
encet me at any appointed place on the morning of the 1 ith. 
General Howe*s prefence being that day neccflary wjth the 
army, he could not accompany me to the meeting, which I 
appointed ihould be on Staten Ifland, opposite to the town of 
, j^mboy. 

I acquainted them, that the King's defire to rcftorc the 
public tranquility, and co render his American fubje£U happy 
in a permanent union with Great Britain, had induced him to 
con&itute commiifioners upon the fpot to remove the refine- 
tions upon trade and intercourfe, to difpenfe the royal cle- 
mency to thofe who had been hurried away from tjicir allegi- 
ance, to receive reprefentations of grievances, and to diftufs 
the means whereby that mutual confidence and iuft relation 
which ought to fubfift between the colonies and the parent 
ftate might he reftored and preferved. I alfo gave them to 
lapderfkand, that his Mapfty was fjracioufly difpofcd to a re- 
vifion of fuch of his royal inftruftions as might have laid too 
much reftraint upon their legislation, and to concur in a re- 
vifal of any of the plantation-laws by which* the colonifts 
might be aggrieved-'— that the commimoners were tarneft an 
their part to prevent the farther effufion of blood, and to pi^- 
ceed upon all fuch meafures ias ipight expedite the aocom- 
pliflunent of die purpofos of their commiiEon— that they 
were willing to confer with any of his Majefty's fubjefts, and 
to treat with delegates of the colonies legally chofen, upon *Jl 
matters relating to grievances and regulations — but that, £?r 
very obvious reafons, we could not enter into any treaty with 
their Congrefs, and much kfs proceed in any conference or 
negotiation upon the inadmiflible ground of independency, » a 
pretention which the commiifioners had not, nor was ttpof- 
fible they ever fliould have authority to acknowledge. 

The three gentlemen were very explicit in their opinion?, 
that the aiTociated colonies would not accede to any p ea ce pr 
alliance, but as free and independent Hates ; and they en- 
deavoured to prove that Great Britain would derive more <ejc- 
tenfive and more durable advantages from fuch an ^lltoror, 
than from the connexion it was the object of the coxnmUfion 
to reftore. Their arguments not meriting a ferioms attention, 
the con ver Cation ended, and the gentlemen returned to Ambov. 

In conlequence of the refult of the above mentioned inter- 
view, we judged it neceflary to publiflrthe declaration in- 
clofed in our joint letter to your Lordfhip of this day's date, 

» 3 If 
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If I have troubled your LordfhiJ) with a narrative too lonf 
•od unimportant, you will do me the juftico to impute it to 
the defire I have of communicating every qircumftaftce from 
whence it ispofitblefor your Lordihip to collcft information 
•f the principles and conduft of thofc who ftiil poffefs the 
government <tf this unhappy country, 

I have'tooly to add, that as the rebel army remain ftrongly 
j>ofted at the north part of the ifland of New- York, and the 
tnhsbiunts who had fled, or been compelled to leave the city 
before the King's troops took pofieffion of it, axe not returned, 
we hive it not yet in our power, even were it expedient in the 
prcient moment, to cfFeft the compleat re-eftabliftwncnt of 
the tivil government of this diftrift. 

I have the honour to be, &c. Howi* * 

&pf*f m Letter from the Commiffhnirs for rtftoring Ptact u hi$ 

Ji&VtJtys Critnm in America to Lord George Germaine^ 

jattd New- York, %otb November, 1776.* 
[Jbceivid ipth December*] 

• My Lord, 

A PROCLAMATION (of which we have the honour to 
eactofe a copy) is the only ftepwe have judged proper to 
take in the, execution of our joint commiffion, fince our di£» » 
patches of the lQth of September. The military operation* 
©arc been fi> decifive in their feveral objects, that we may rea- 
fonably expeft fome good confequences from the meafure, not 
only amongft the defponding multitude, who have been com- 
pelled or deluded into the preieftt rebellion, and whofe incli- 
nations, we perfuade ourfelves, are on the fide of govenv- 
ment, but atno*git thofe, who, perhaps defpairing of being 
able to lave their properties from the forfeiture they had in-, 
curred, cou}d entertain no hope of fecurity but by a perfeve- 
rance, to the TitmGft extremity, in retaining the powers they 
had once ufiirped, 

Notwithftanding the atrocious delinquency of fome of the 
leaders and inftigators of the war, we were unwilling, in the 
prcfeot Situation of affairs, to exclude any of them from the be- 
nefit of the King's mercy, (hould they be difpofed to return to 
their juft allegiance within the period limited by our pro- 
darnatioa. 

Pqrufhmeat of thofe M10 have been raoft eminently guilty 
may be expedient for the fake of example to future times : 

■■■•■■■ 1 ■ ' 1 1 1 * 

• This letter was laid before the Heufc of Lerdj onh* 

Kka but 
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fcut the re-eftablilhment of perfeft peace and tranquility be- 
ing the principal objeft of our commiffion, we affote ourfehret 
that his Majcfty will gracioufly approve of that general lenity 
which we have held out as the moft probable means of at- 
taining it. Exceptions from his Majefty's pardon, as well as 
any prolongation of time within which a pardon may be ob-j 
iained,* willbe matter of future confederation, according to 
the circumftanees that may arife. In theft and in all other 
refpetts, your Lordftiip may depend upon our afting with 
the ftri&eft attention to the honour and dignity of the Crown, 
jand to the fpeedy accomplifhment of the great purpofes of our 
appointmeAt. 

Addreffes (copies of which we have the honour to indole) 
h?iye been prefentcd to us, through his Excellency Governor 
Tryon, from confiderable numbers of the inhabitants of the 
city and county of New-Vork, of King's county and of 
Queen's county, attcfting their allegiance to the King and 
their fubmiffion 'to the conftitutional authority of Great Bri- 
tain, and praying to be reftored tp the peace of his Majcfty. 
Lord Howe, to whom the addreffes were prefented in the at- 
fence of the General, did not think proper to return any other 
jinfwer than that he would take the earlieft opportunity of com* 
municating with General Howe on the occafion. Sorry as 
we are to difappoint the expc&ations and ze^l of any of' his 
Majefty's loyal fubjeSs, when we confidcr how (mall though 
important a part of this extenfive province is yet profefledly 
in allegiance, we cannot, with any degree of propriety, dev 
clare the whole at peace ; and to open the* trade of this pro- 
vince partially, • even could any trade be now carried on, 
would, in the prefent fituation of affairs, be productive of no 
good eflfeft, and might introduce fuch abufes as would deftat 
the intentions of the prohibitory a&. 

We are, my Lord, &c. 

(Signed) Hows, 

W.Howe, 

Copy of Proclamation iffued hy the King's Ccmmifftomrs^ 30/$ 
' November, 1776. 

[ In their Letter of jotb November, J 7 76, ] 
By Richard Vifcpunt Howe of the Kingdom of Ireland, and 
' William Howe; Efq;' General of his Majefty's Forces 
1 in America, the King's Comnriffioners for reftoring 
Peace to his Majefty's Colonics and Plantations in Nortfe 
America, $c t fcc ? &£, ' / 

f R Ow 
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PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS by our declarations of the 14th of July, and 
19th of September laft, in purfuancc of his Majefty's moft 
jracious intentions towards his fubjefts in the colonies oc 
provinces of New Hampihire, Maffachufett's Bay, Rhode 
ifland, Connc&icujt, New York, New Jcrfey, Peniylvama, 
the three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, ailperlbn* 
fpeedily returning to their jnft allegiance were promifed a free 
and general pardon, and were invited to accept, not only the 
blcfliqgs of peace, but a fecure enjoy ipent; of their liberty and 
properties, upon the true principles of the conftitution ; and 
whereas, notwithftanding the laid declarations, and the ex- 
ample of many who have availed themfelves of the aflurances 
therein made ; feveral bodies of armed men, in open con* 
tempt of his Majefty's proferred clemency, do ftill continue 
thciroppofition to the eiUblifhinent of legal government and 
peace, and divers other ill-difpofed perfpiw, pushing their own 
ambitious purpofes in the exerciie of a lawlefs influence and 
power, are ufmg frefh endeavours, by various arts and mifre- 
prefentations, to alienate the confidence apd affedion of hU 
Majefty's fubjects ; to defeat every plan of reconciliation, 
and to prolong the unnatural war between Great Britain and 
her colonies : now, in or3er to the more efFe&ual accom- 
pliftiment of his Majefty's moft gracious intentions, and the 
ipeedy reftoration of the public tranquility ; and duly con* 
Jidering jhp expediency of limiting the time within which 
fuch pardon as ^forefaid {hall be granted, and of fpecifying 
the terms upon which only the lame (hall and may be ob- 
tained, we do in his Majefty's name, and by virtue of the . 
powers committed to us, hereby charge and command all per- 
ions what foe ver, who are aftembled together in amis againft 
his Majefty's government, to diiband themfelves and to re- 
turn to their dwellings, there to remain in a quite and peace- 
able manner; and we alfp charge and command all fuch 
pther peribns as are afiembled together under the name of 
General ox Provincial Congrefles, Committees, Conven- 
tions, or other Aflbciations, by whatfoever name or names 
puiown and diftinguifhed, or who under the colour of any au- 
thority from any fuch Congrefs, Committee, Convention, 
|uid other Affociation, take upon them to iffue^or execute any 
order* for levying money, railing troops, fitting out armed 
P*P* **$ vcjfels, imprisoning, or othcryrifc molefting his 
1 •;■•■•■' M^y'* 
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Majefty*s fubje&s, to.defift and ceafe from all fuchtreafbnabk 
a&ings and doings, and to rtlinquifh all foch ufurped power 
ftnd authority, io that peace may be reftored, a fpcedy re- 
ttiffion of part offences quiet the apprehenfions of the guilty, 
and all the ifthlbitants of the faid colonies be enabled to reap 
the benefit of his Majefty's paternal goodnefs in the prefer* 
ration of their property, the reftoration of their commerce, 
jmd the fecarity of their moft valuable rights, under the juft 
md moderate authority of the Crown and Parliament of 
Grtat Britain ; and we do hereby declare and make know* 
to all men, that every perfon who within fiftty days from the 
day of the date hereof (hall appear before the Governor, or 
Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander in Chief in any t>f his 
Majefty's colonies or provinces aforefaid, or before the Ge- 
neral or Commanding officer of his Majefty's force* in Ame- 
rica, or any otter officer in his Majefty'fc fervice, having the 
command of any detachment or parties of his Majefty't force* 
there, or before the Admiral or Commander in Chief of his 
Majeity's fleets, or any other officer commanding any of his 
Majefty's Ihips of war, or any armed veffel in his Majefty's 
fervice, within any of the ports, havens, creeks, or opon the 
toafts of America, and fhall claim the benefit of this procla- 
mation, and at the fame time teftify his obedience to the laws, 
byfubferibing a declaration in the yrords following, €C I, A. 
B% do promife and declare, that I will remain in a peaceable 
obedience to his Majefty, and will not take up arms, nor en- 
courage other* to take up arms, in Oppofition to his authority , n 
lhall and may obtain a full and free pardon of all treafons and 
mifprifions of treafons, by him heretofore committed or done, 
end of all forfeitures, attainders and penalties for the fame ; 
and upon producing to us, or to either of us, a certificate of 
fttth his appearance and declaration, (hall and may have and 
Heceivfc fuch pardon made and pafled to him in due form. 
By command of their «i # Given at New- York, 

Excellencies, > this 30th day of No- 

Henry Stracfcey. J vember, 1776. 

(Signed) Howt, 

W,Howe. 

£*tr*8 of a Letter frm General Sir William Howe tt> Lord 
George Gormaine, dated New- York, November 28, 1 776. 

[Received 301* December. ] 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordfhip' * 4iipatches of the 1 Ith, 1 2th atod 21ft of June, fottr 
x different 
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liferent letters of 22d of Auguft, cnclofiag oae to Sir Guy 
2arleton of the fame date* 

txtrafi of a Letter from the Honourable Sir William Howe tp 
Lord George Germaine, dated New- York, July pb, 1 7 7 7, 

I HAD the honour to receive by the Somerfet, tranfmitted 
by Mr, D'Oyley, copies of your Lordfliip's letters to Sir Guv 
Carleton of the 26th of March, and John Stuart, Efij; of the 
id of April, together with the feveral ftates of the Anlpacji 
corps, dttachjnent of artillery, chaffeurs, &c. 

[Upon comparing the feveral Letters publi/bed in the London Ga* 

* zttte with the Copies of the fame Letters upon the Table yjhe fol- 
lowing Paragraphs in General Burgoy ne' s Letter to Sir W illiaqi 
Howe, dated Camp before Ticonderoga, July id 9 1777, were 
found tp be mined. ] 
THE enemy do *ot appear to have the leaft fufpicion of the 

ting's inftruflions relative to the campaign after the reduction 

of Ticonderctta. 
I fhall implicitly follow the ide#s 1 communicated tp ypyj 

Excellency in my letters from Plymouth and Quebec* 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. Bujlgqy* & 

Tranflated Copy joftbe Contents of the Inftrufljons given to lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Baum, with Regard to an Expedition be is & 
command.* 

THE intention of thw expedition is to dive into the ftntir 
Bents of the inhabitants, to mount the regiment of dragoons, 
ind to attempt furnifhing the army with horfes, cattle an4 
vaggons, He was to take the route of Arlington, Manchef- 
er and Rockingham. He was to halt at each of thefe places, 
nd from Manchcfter he was to fend a detachment of Indians 
ad Provincials up Conne&icut river as far as Number Four. 
r rom Manchefter he was to continue his march to Rocking- 
tam, where he was to take poft. The Lieutenant-Colonel, 
nth his corps of regular troops, is not to pafs beyond Roc- 
ingham. He is there to take the moft advantageous fituation. 
ill cattle, waggons and horfes are to be fent to the army, and 
riven by Provincials well efcorted. When the icrvice is cf- % 



* This copy differs from the copy published in America. 
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fe£tci $ he is to take the fhorteft route by Btattenburg to Al- 
bany, there to join the body of the army. Wherever he 
pafles he is to make the inhabitants believe, that the corpi 
which he commands is the van r guard of the army, which is 
to tike the route of Bofton, and that he is to be joined at 
Springfield by a body of troops from Rhode-Ifland. 

In cafe the army mould not be arrived at Albany fo foon as 
the Licutcnarit-'Colonel has finifhed thfe bufinefs, General 
Burgoyne drill give him advice, and will recall him to the ar- 
my i Of will give another route to his corps. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel muft fend intelligence from time 
to time of his pofition, and of what he has effe&ed. 

Should the enemy face him with too great a force, General 
Burgoyne will not fail to fend him the moil fpeedy fuccours, 
or will fo take his meafures, that the enemy ihall find them- 
felves between two fires. 
Camp at Fort-Edward, J. Burgoyne. 

Augujlltb) 1777. Lieutenant-GeneraL 

This in general is the contents of the inftruSions to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Baum. The changes in his route were made 
upon the report of Colonel Skeen, who informed. General 
Burgoyne, that there was a very confiderable magazine at 
Bennington, and- that it would be very eafy to (urprife and 
make himfelf matter of it.. The Lieutenant-Colonel was 
immediately fent from Batten-Kill direftly towards Ben- 
nington. The rebels having fertt very great reinforcements 
to that place, the Lieutenant-Colonel could not, abfolutely 
with a handful of foldiers, refill the efforts of the enemy, 
who had at leaft ten times his force. The unhappy refult is 
but too well known. 

- 
Number of the Troops employed upon that Expedition. 
Regiment of dragoons - - 160 

Indians -. - • 100 

Peter's corps - - - 156 

Provincial and Canadian volunteers - - 56 

Frafer^ company 5a 

The Provincials and Canadians not being ftrong enough. 
General Reidefel added to them 25 chafifeurs and 75 othci 
foidiers of the Germans, 

'Janua?\ 
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January 21, 1778* 

Private bufinefs. 

January 2*. 

Sir Philip Jennings Uerh 9 purfuant to notice given the sir P. Jtn? 
preceding d*y, as foon as the private bufinefs was finifhed, *i*g* &***• 
role and faid, Sir, I rife now to fulfil a promife I made to fe r 
vend of my neighbours, before I left the country, which was, 
to enquire into the ftate ^nd circumftances of feveral new le- 
vies of troops, which have been lately ordered to be raifed. 
The people of the country have been told, Sir, that the Ame* 
rican vrsct is the war of Parliament ; they are therefore ex- 
ceedingly alarmed to hear that a large body of men has been 
raifed during the rccefs of Parliament, without their know- / 
(edge or advice, not the lgaft intimation having been given 
by the minifter of (uch an intention before the adjournment ; 
on the contrary, the noble Lord told the Houfe he had a con- 
ciliatory proportion to make at their next meeting, which he 
thought would end to the advantage of this country. The 
noble Lord, inftead of a peace, has produced an army, an ar- 
my raifed under die aufpices of perfons who have never been 
noted for their loyalty to their foycreign, or their attachment 
to the constitution. To know into what hands tjie fword is 
placed is the grand pbjeft of this enquiry- 

However* neceffary it may be td raife troops to continue 
this ruinous, deftruftivc war, it is incumbent on us to take 
care that the fword is placed in fafe hands ; that it is not 
turned againft ourfelvcs; and that thefe powers which are 
now employed to deftroy the freedom pf America, in the eni 
may not endanger our own. . 

The motion I am now going to make is, ?* That aij 
humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he will be 
gracioufly pleafed to giyedireftions, that there be laid before 
thisHpufe an account of the number of troops ordered to be 
raifed during the late adjournment of Parliament, fpecifying 
the different corps, and the names of the officers appointed to 
command them, and alfo the naines of all the officers ap- 
pointed to ferve if) each rank in the different corps, and the 
time each officer ha(| fprved in any other corps in the army, 
previous to fuch apppin^ipent ; and the rank he held* 

Lord Harrington faid, he had no objeftion to the motion, Lord B** 
but thought that the number of troops raifed was improper in- rintm. » 
formation, and therefore moved to leave out thofe words, 
pd to fay " an account fpecifying the different corps which 
. Vol.. V!H f LI h^ve 
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have been ordered to be raifed during the late adjournment, 
&c. 

The motion was agreed, to. 

Iflt&Nfth. Lord North obferved, he was happy in having it in hi* 
power to inform the Houfe, that the purpofes for which the 
adjournment was originally propofed had not only been an- 
swered, by the a&ive exertion of the various officers employed 
in the feveral departments of his Majefty's feryice, but that 
the voluntary unfolici ted- efforts of feveral loyal fubjefts, Jiad 
alio contributed to this effect.— -A fubfeription had lately 
been fet on foot in feveral parts of the kingdom, that not on- 
ly intimated the moft valid indications of truly patriotic zeal, 
but alfo gave a moft flattering appearance of the public ac- 
quiefcence in the conduct of ad minift ration. It was no little 
comfort to perfons interefted in public employments to ob- 
ferve, that the opinion univerfally entertained of their ma- 
nagement was not influenced by contingencies that human &- 
gacity .could not impede, and that it was a pleafure peculiarly 
grateful to an honeft Englifhnian, that amidft fuch emergen- 
cies, the fortitude of the people Ihould fliine particularly con* 
fpicuous* 

t **&*'* *^?kt Honourable 71 Tcwn/bend ztkrtcd the extreme im- 
****** ' propriety in the conduct of admioift ration, in making fo long 
a recefs, at a time they intended to adopt fo important a met- 
fure as that of levying and raifing, within the kingdom, fo 
confiderable a military force as 15,000 men, without the pre- 
vious confentof Parliament, or indeed any previous commu- 
nication whatever to that Houfe, of any fuch intention. He 
faid, if one regiment, raifed in fo unconstitutional a manner, 
could be juftified,. twenty, fifty, or any given number, might 
in the fame manner. What fence or protection were the 
conftitution and the law* againft arbitrary power, if all its 
friends had to do, in order toeftablifh fuch a mode of go- 
vernment, was to promote fubferi prions for railing troops, 
and when they were railed and embodied, employing them in 
fupport of their favourite doctrines ? Refpecting the purpofes, 
to effect which thofe troops were to be employed, and the ne- 
£eflity arifing from the prefect ftate of our colonies, Parlia- 
ment had no right at all to interfere, or they rnuft have been 
the beft and only judges of both ihe purpofes and the nccef- 
lity. Why then adjourn Parliament without confulting them? 
J4e would grant in argument every thing thofe moftianguine 
for the meafure might wi(h to urge in its favour ; but ftill, 
•ftptfgh the eflfence of. the CQnftitution was loft, it behoved mi- 
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aiders to at le&ft preferve the forms of it ; and not,' by ad* 
journing Parliament to a long day, on purpofe to exercife its 
only great conftitutional power, that of granting money,, ip- 
cur the a&ual expenditure, and bind parliamentary faith firft, 
and then call upon that Houfe, as a matter of courfe, to pro* 
vide for, that expenditure* 

Lord North refted his defence, firft, on the ground of ne- l- 1 . Nwb< 
ceffity ; fecondly, on the impracticability of imparting what 
was not, nor could not be known, to minifters at the time of 
the adjournment ; and thirdly, on their condutt beifig per- 
f eft ly conftitutional. The neccfiity, he laid, would not be 
difputed ; the very arguments, daily urged by the gentlemen 
on the other fide of the Houfe, proved it beyond a poflibility 
of doubt. The operations of the next campaign, in America,' 
would call for the moft vigorous and decided exertions, if our 
colonies ihould obftinately periift in refuting to agree to rea- 
fonaWe terms of accommodation. It was not in the power of. 
adminiftration, before the recefs, to bring the matter as a 
meafuxe before Parliament, becaufe, in fad, except in a very 
few inftances, they were totally ignorant of what afterwards 
happened* Offers had been made; but in what inftances; 
other than thofe already made ; or how, far they might 
be received or reje&ed, could not, at the time Par* 
liament adjourned, be poffibly in the contemplation of 
minifters* As to the laft point, on which the honourable 
gentleman had delivered his fentiments jvith fo much ve- 
hemence and acrimony, relative to the contempt thrown 
upon Parliament, and the breach of the conftitution, he 
begged, leave to draw a very different conclusion* The Ame- 
rican war was a conftitutional war ; it was a popular war ; 
and the offers made to the Crown, and accepted of, were per- 
fectly conftitutional* The right of the fupreme legislature 
was denied ; arms had been taken up by our rebellious fub- 
je&s in America, in maintenance of this denial ; a very loyal 
part of his Majefty's fubjefts had exprefled their abhorrence 
of fuch an unnatural rebellion ; and had, in proof of thofe 
fentiments, offered their perfons and their purfesinfnpport of; 
the conftitutional rights of this country* ' 

Mr* Burke took notice of the zeal of the noble Lord, and the Mr. £«*>!*• 
warmth of his bofom for the public weal. Hefuppofedit to be 
that zeal, warmth and ardour, that had induced him to affift, if 
not to devife, the raifing of men without the knowledge of Par- 
liament, and by that means afting unconstitutionally for the 
good of his country. He remembered that the noble Lord voted 
L U for 
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for an adornment of Parliament for fix weeks, for twofeveral 
reafons ; the one, to give him an opportunity of digeftbtfcg an 
equitable plan of conciliation, founded on conceflW; and 
the other, to guard him from being lhot through and through 
with the long arrows of inilitant oppofition. It had turned 
out, he laid, however, that another more fubftantial reafcn 
exifted for tht adjournment of Parliament — not of contriv- 
ing propositions of peace, but of fecuring fofpe towards war,- 
in an illegal, uneonftitutidnal and extravagadt way.* 

He obftrved on the pisfent crifis of Britain, that it was la- 
mentable in the extreme. He faid, he had the fame day ex- 
amined the ftate of our funds, and found that the three per 
cents consolidated ftood at 7 1\ ; and he begged leave to con- 
traft that with tht ftate of the fame fund \n January i76oy 
the fifth year of a War with the united Houfe of Bourbon, 
when thev were 79.- In the latter inftance thev wcife 79, 
vfrhen we had funded 23,000,0001. and in the firft they are 
71, when we have funded 5,000,000!* He continued to ob- 
serve on the prefentmode of raifing fupplies, that he would 
£onfidcrits propriety in two feparate points of view; ift,- 
Whether it was in reipeft of expence the mod oeconoroical ; 
and, adly, whether it was hi refpeft of Hrength the iboft ef- 
fe&ual. He confidered the firft expense of raifing a regi- 
^ Hient to be about 5000I. So much we rtceive, fuppofing that 
"* the fupplies How from the voluntary gift of the iubferibers.- 
They are embodied in feparate corps, habited, maintained for 
the war 1 , difcharged, and placed upon the half-pay lift, all 
Which, calculating the amount* of half-pa^ at ten years pur- 
*hafe, would coft us 36,0001.' fo that we in reality receive 
6o,0ool«r as there are 16 regiment* offered, to jVay 460,000!. 
That this irf {economy worthy the people who contrived it he 
was well coriVmeed ; the offer received was a feemirig advan- 
tage, but an* aftual lofs ; for where there was ev«r occafion 
for multiplying the fupplies granted by Partiarhent, it was 
moftceconomical to raife them in feparate corps,- while the 
battalions already raifed want more, than on6 half of their 
war eftablifh merits, as it brings a double charge of officers 
both on full ancf half pay, which charge conftitutes the ex- 
pehce, amounting, as faid before,* to 3O,©0ol. for each 5000I- 
So far as to the o£conomy. As to the efficacy, he weuld on- 
ly obicrve, that in our former war?, it was held prudent and 
expedient to advance the battalions from .their peace to their 
War eftaLHflimcnt, which Vas nearly double,* ihjnglirtg there-' 
by the iu.w with the Vftcran troops, and adding to the 
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ftrength of the one the experience of the other. This, he 
feid, was the practice of former times ; it was fo done laft war, 
and, as we werecrdwned with conqucft, he would not believe 
that it was wrong, nor would he adopt any other mode in 
preference to it. He obferved, that of aft the expedients ufed ' 
byaflcilful tiririiftry towards redeeming public credit, none 
was ever more truly deferving of attention, or more worthy 
of applaufe, than the prefeht. A charitable fi&fcription wag 
begun for the relief of the diftreffed American prifoners, and 
the miniftry nobly caught at the contrivance, envied the fmaHt 
tontributi6ns made to relieve the diftrefs themfelves had oc- * 
cafioried, and opened the firings and thembutS of a fubferip- 
tion-bag for the treafury; Convinced as they were, that the 
country would no longer be induced by intereft, to hazard 
their money in fubfenbing towards loans, fecured by govern- 
ment, they applied to their benevolence, and, like a beggar 
aiking a boon, received charitable donations from the pity- 
difpbfed people of this country. He faid the noble Lord in 
the blue ribbon reminded him of Ferities, who, cxhaufted 
with fnisfortune, Rafted with difeafe, and lingering with paia, 
walked abroad, bedecked with a&ulets, charms, and faWs of 
6ld women. The loan now unfilled and unpaid, was his" 
difeafe ; and'the charitable contributions of his friends were 
Iiis amulets and chirms. He was ready to grant, that volun- - 
tary donations might be fairly interpreted, as proofs of a 
people's affe&ion, but they were no lefs fo of their real po- 
verty. Private and public life exhibited prfcgriant proofs, 
that felicitations on one hand, or benevolences on the other, 
were the common eflfefts of pride, poverty and pity. Perfons 
Alight be mean frbm choice, naked from rnadnefs ; but rags 
difcovered an involuntary madnefs, or a poverty willing to be 
concealed. It was true, that Franee, during the late war, in 
the midft of her national diftrefies, was affifted by the people, 
who delivered their plate for the public fcrvice. Tins was a 
glorious inftance of national patriotifm, but it was likewifc a 
proof of national poverty. The mention of the laft war muft 
recal to the ideas of every perfon prefent, the moft difagreeable 
and humiliating ideas, and fill the Houfe, as well as nation, 
with regTet. He then tontrafted the ftatc of this country at 
£refent, and the period alluded to, in the moft ftriking point 
of view? and faid, what added a particular aggravation to the 
jrYature of our misfortunes was, that every wicked, weak, or 
blundering meafure was fau&ioned under the name of the 
cotrftitutionr J every tiling that was- tranfa:£cd in Parliament, 
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cabinet, or clfcwhcrc, was fheltered under that venerable 
name. The ufe this word was lately employed in, brought to 
. his rccdtfe&ion, Dean Swift's application of Whitfhed, a pro- 
ftitute irifh crown lawyer's motto on his coach, Ubcrtms Una- 
talc foium f which would be applied by every man according to 
his own ideas, or as fyis interefts led him. Juft ib with the 
noble Lord ; the idea annexed to the word conjlitution by 
him was very different to its true import in a limited mo- 
narchy. He might mention it as often as he pleated, and 
Ting the changes upon conftitution, conftitutional, &c. but he 
< might as well vainly expect that his garter would preferve him 
from the gout, or nis ribbon expel a fever, as to imagine, 
that to proftitute the word conjiitution, would prevent an in- 
Yeftigation into his conduft at fome future period. , 
Mr. Dun* Mr. Dunning (aid, whatever the noble £,ord might think, 
**t % he by no means approved of the Highlands of Scotland and the 

towns of Manchester and Liverpool taking the lead. When 
the nation, about two years fince, were as bufy in manufactur- 
ing add relies, as they are now in promoting fubferiptions, he 
confidered it as ominous that Manchefter was the firft ad- 
dreffer ; and he looked upoi> it equally ominous now, that fhe 
was the firft'fubferiber. 

He cenfured the conduft of the Committee at the London 
tavern very feverely, for the advertifements put forth by them, 
as both illegal and unconstitutional. He was certain that 
many displayed their names in the lift, who were aftuated by 
no fuch motive. It could jiot in its nature be voluntary. 
Men who lay under obligations to government, were compel- 
led to this oftentation of gratitude, and their adherents, in 
their turn, made a virtue of.ncceffity; fo that nothing could 
be fairly inferred from it concerning the inclinations of the 
peq^lcj or their acquiefcence with government. He was not 
dilpofcd to the invidious talk of difcriminating in a public ca- 
talogue, between the defcrving and the undeserving; but he 
could perceive, from the lift of fubferibers, that though the 
fagacity of fome might be confided in, their eftablifhing them- 
felves into a Committee, and being thereby in an important 
national concern, a fubftitute for Parliament, was an aft that 
they were not qualified to exert. — He therefore was Iqd to 
propofe an amendment in the term* of this fubfeription, and 
that for the future, when fuch propolals fliould be made, they 
fliould be required to fay, " for fuch ufes as the Parliament 
fliould think fit," and not as a Committeec fhould pleale to 
iiireft. 
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Colonel Barre propofed an amendment to the motion, and Col, Bant* 
required that the ufes for which the different corps had been 
railed, (hould be particularly fpecified.— It was very necef- 
fary that Parliament fhould know the peculiar purposes and 
deftinations of all the different bodies of men that were levied 
under their fancYion. This amendment being complied with, 
the motion was carried without a divifion. v 

Mr. Fox obferved. that it were happy for the miniftry if M r , jr** 
they could forget the laft war, and the bright luftre the Im- 
tifh arms had acquired 1 by it : that it were well for their re- . 
putation, that the world could lofc the recollection of the * 
glorious fucceffes that crowned the enterprizes of Great Bri- 
tain during that period ; to the end that the contrail of the 
prefent difgraces might not ftrike the nation fo ftrongly, and 
render the contrivers of the meafures which occafioned them, 
the execration of the people. 

The minifter's views in holding out in fuch pompous co- 
lours the proffered aid of feveral individuals, were fpecious 
and impofing ; they wifhed to , imprefs the people at large 
with the idea, that their meafures were perfectly conftitu- 
tional, or they fhould not have met with fuch general fopport 
from the nation. * 

For his part, he could not be deceived in that particular, at 
he knew the offers of fupport came from men of fuch a de- 
fcription, as would be no credit to.adminiftration to be fup~ 
ported by. Scotland and Manchefter very readily concurred 
to ftrengthen the hands of minifters, who were purfuing mea- 
sures fo conformable to theirown fentiments, and to maintain 
a government fo exactly fimilar to that of their darling, king 
James II. a government which was purfuing the fteps that loft 
that prince his crown. [Here fome gentlemen called him to 
order, as they conceived that he was drawing a parallel be- 
tween the prefent king's reign and that of James ; Mr. Fox, 
however, qualified what he had faid, and went on.] 

He added, that Scotland and Manchefter were fo accufto- 
med todifgrace, that it is no wonder if they pocket inftances 
of difhonour, and fit down contented with infamy ; but as he 
knew Britain in general poffeffed other fentirnents, and would 
not continue in the delufion which had brought difgrfcee 
upon her arms, annihilated one army, and difhonoured ano- 
ther, but would inveftigate the caufe of our misfortunes to 
the fountain-head, from whence the calamities of the war and 
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of this campaign in particular had originated. By this 
means they might be able to difcover the men who had done 
all this, and who had brought difgrace upon their country as 
far as lay in their power ; although at the fame time he 
owned no minifters had ijt much in their power to degrade 
this country, fince a change of men wiped off the dHgrace. 
To this end he laid, he renewed a motion which he had made 
before the recefs, for having " copies, or extra&s of the let- 
ters of inftry&ions fent to Generals Howe, Carleton and Bur- 
foync, tending to any po-operatidn between the Generals 
lowe and Burgoyne." He hoped that he would not be un- 
derftood to take any undue advantage from the abfence of a 
noble Lord [Lord George Germaine ] who might be affefted 
by thcdifcloiures called tor. lie knew the caufe of his ab- 
fence was owing to a family misfortune, at the fame time the 
enquiry called for was neceffary, and immediately fo. 

He then fpoke to his intended motion. He fa*d it was im- 
pofliWe, that |0,oop men could be loft, no unforefcen'or ex- 
traordinary accident happening ; if there was not a fault 
fome where, in the plan, the execution, or both. That this 
fault could be found out og|y, by an enquiry into the instruc- 
tions given to General Burgoyne ; that therefore as he hoped 
' the gentlemen in adminiftration had given no advice or in* 
Uruftions, which could not bear the teft of parliamentary en- 
quiry, as he flattered himfelf, that the motion he was about to 
make would not meet their oppofition. It were needlefs to 
have a Parliament, if it could not call for information, and 
punifh delinquents ! He then moved, " that an humble ad- 
drefs be preiented to his Majefty, that he will bogracioufly 
pleafed to give directions, that there be laid before this Houfe, 
copies of all inftru&ions and other papers, relative to the ex- 
pedition from Canada, under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne ; 
and alfo copies of fuch parts of the inftru&ions given to Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, as relate to any intended co-opera- 
tion with Lieutcnant-General Burgoyne." 
Col. Lut- Colonel Luttrell was not fatisfied with the explanation ; and 
veil. the lefs fo, as he faid he had heard the honourable gentleman 

declare, that he would fpeak treafon when he pleafed. 
Ld. N*rih. Lord North faid, that if the honourable gentleman had not 
fpoke treafon, he had gone very near it. King James had 
been dethroned for endeavouring to fubvert the la ws, overturn 
the constitution, and reign without a Parliament. The prc- 
fent King, on the contrary, was contending to eftabltfh the 
power of Parliament, and enforce the laws of the country. 
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*t was the duty of Parliamcat to enquire into the condaft of 
miniftcrs ; to turn out fuch as had acted wrong ; and to keep 
out fuch as would wifh to aft wrong. When the names of the 
fubfcribers fhould be made public, it would then appear that 
they were men who had been always fincerely attached to the 
Brunfwic family ; and that though it had been otherwife, it 
would be ungenerous and impolitic to impute the faults of the 
parent to the children. As well might himfclf juid the ho- 
nourable member be called Tories, as the anceftors of both 
had been of that defcription of men. 

As to the propofed enquiry, he had not the leaft obje&ioo, 
to it ; he only found fault with the time of moving for it, 
when the noble Lord, from a recent lofs, and great domeftic 
misfortune, which prevented him from attending the Houfe*. 
and in fome degree difqualified him for a defence ; he would 
therefore recommend it to the worthy member to fufpend hi* 
motion till ;Tucfday next, on which day he was informed the 
noble Lord intended to be in his feat in the Houfe. 

Mr. Fox rofe Jto explain the imputation of meaning fome- Mc F«r. 
thing treafonable by his allufion to the government of King 
James, This he would maintain, that whofoever attempts to 
a£k contrary to the conftitution, can be no friend to it ; that 
an attempt to tax 3,00^000 of people, without their own con* 
fent, was unconftrtujtional ; aqd that as King James had been 
depofccl for exercifing power not his own, fo this- country had 
been depofpd from its natural dominion over America for 
ufurping a power denied by the conftitution, 

As for the motion, he would not have it thought that he 
wanted to take any mean advantage of the noble Lord's dip 
ftreffed fituation ; he could not indeed fee that his prefence 
was ncccflary at the time of making the motion ; but that if 
it appeared otherwife to the Houfe, he was willing tp with- 
draw for that evening, and make it on Tuefday ncxt t 

Mr. Dunning made a diftinftion between inquiry apd accu-r.Mr. Dm*~ 
fation. T° fubmit.the inftry&ions of General Burgoyne tanhg. 
the infpeftioij of the Houfe, was not laying an accufation be- 
fore them againft pither the projector or the executor of the 
plan ; though it would redound %o the Jjqnour of the miniftcj: 
for the American department, if the inftru&ions fhould ap- 
pear faultlefs, as he expc&ed the fiouft to believe. 

Mr» Rous was of a different opinion. He thought the inea- Mr. Rm. 
fare premature, uqtil thfc arrival of the General j and, though 
from a particular occafion he had conceived a {jerfonal diflike 
to that officer, yet he fhould oppofe a ftep which would ex- 
pofe him, however innocent he might be, to the almoft inde- 
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delible tmpreffions arifing neceffarily from the prejudging his 
eaf$; for it was univerfally believed on all fides, that there was 
a fault fomewhere ; and, if upon an infpettion of the inftruc- 
tiorts the minifter fhould be declared innocent, it was impof- 
fible not to impute criminality to General Burgoyne. The 
.propofition was therefore to the laft degree ungenerous* 
Mr. 0W- ' M r . PPe&krburne [the Solicitor-General J argued, that it 
dtrburnu ^ un f a j r t0 tz ^ c fa matter up fo haftily m the abftnee of 
Lord Germaine, and more particularly as it wopld be time 
enough to agitate it when the noble Lord fhould arrive, which 
was to be in fo fhort * time. He declared he fpbke no opi- ( 
nlon but his own ; it was now againft the motion ; but he 
was fo perfeftty free in his determinations, that if on Tuefflay 
any new maiter fhould come out to inform him better, the 
noble Lord fhould not be furprifed at feeing him divide againft 
him. 

~ It having been thrown out in the courfe of the debate, that 
Ld. #*£«/. administration had encouraged news-paper abufe, Lord Nu- 
gent obferved, that fuch charges had frequently been made 
from the other fide of the Houie ; but he had every reafon to 
believe, they were ill-founded. He had indeed frequently 
heard inflnuations pf that nature made by thofe very gentlc-r 
men, who feeined fo defirous to ftate it as a ground of cenfiarp 
againft minifters. As to the queftiqn before the Houfe, he 
defired to be governed by no man ? s opinion but his own. The 
noble Lord near him [Lord North} feemed wiHing and 
ready to lay the inftru&ions no%v moved for before the Houfe, 
& might tie other noble Lord in whofe department thofe in- 
ftru&ions lay ; but for his part, he fhould ever continue to 
yefift any propofition tending to public enquiry into the con- 
duft of an abtent man. General Burgoyne was that abfent 
man*; he was now at three thoufjtnd miles diftance, and of 
courfe jcoufcl not be in a fituation to anfwer for himfelf. The 

Siarties were t^e minifters on one fide, and that gentleman oq 
he. other; the caufe of that fatal mifcarriage muft light 
fbme where. ' Parliament, upon a full hearing, was to judge. 
How then was it poffible to oetermine till t^e parties ^ere all 
f refeift ; that could not be till General Burgoyne returned ; 
confequently all inveftigation and enquiry muft oe premature 
till the arrival of that event. He was the more confirmed in 
that opinion, by what had appeared in print, by authority; 
he meant Mr* Burgoync*s letter, in which he feemed to be re - 
ftrifted by hi9 Orders. This matter wa» varipufry talked of, 
ar^d various judgments had been already paflcd upon the con- 
£ tents. 
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tented This was ftill a ftrotiger reafon with him trt abftaln ' 
from acceding to any motion, which, from thefe circum- 
fiances, ffluft almoft inevitably lead to a partial judgment* 
To corroborate what he faid, his Lordfhip informed die Houfe, 
that at a very early period of hit acquaintance with Parlia- 
ment, a difaftcr had happened to the Britiih arms, a motion 
was at that time made extremely fimilar to the preftnt ; it 
was made by the late Mr. Fox f afterwards Lord Holland] 
but the parties being abfent [Leftocke and Matthews] th* 
preftnt Lord Chatham [then Mn Pitt] made a motion to ■ 
poftpone die enquiry, till thofe gentlemen were on the fpot td 
anfwer for themfelves. And as he wiflied to do now, fo he 
did then ; he feconded the motion of the noble Lord who 
wifhed to defer the enquiry* till every pcrfbn concerned 
ihould be in a fituatbn to anfwer rbrhimfcli. 

Colonel Barre treated the noble Lord's general profeffions 
of candour and impartiality with a kind of ludicrous appro* * 
batiom He fuppofed when the noble Lord talked of think- 
ing forhimfelf, he meant no more than to fay, that he adopted 
higher opinions than thofe of the miniftcr $ be Ihould not be 
therefore furprifed if he differed from the miniftcr, and yet 
when the qucftion came to be finally determined, he ihould 
vote in a majority ; he was certain that if the noble Lord's 
judgment was formed upon that "high authority hefufpe&ed it 
was, fhould the miniftcr be fo hardy as to differ from him, he 
, would moft certainly find himfelf out-numbered* As to the 
' learned gentleman, who fo earneftly affirmed, that he meant 
to'fqllow no man's opinion but his own, he was willing to be- 
lieve, that he ftood in the fame predicament as the laft men- 
tioned noble Lord ; by freaking no opinions but their own, 
they plainly gave the mimfter to underftand, that whenever he 
a&ed from his own judgment, or ihowed the leaft difpofition 
to inform the Houfe on matters neceffary to be known, that 
he was no longer to be fupported ; but muft give way to that 
over- ruling influence which governed every thing, within and 
without Parliament. He felt therefore for the fituation of 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon ; and whenever the quc- 
ftion ihould come to receive a negative, he advifed his Lord- 
fhip not to undergo the gainful mortification of being ren- 
dered a cypher, while he apparently held the rank of firft mi- 
niftcr ; but prudently taking the hint from the noble Lord 
who laft fpoke, and the learned gentleman [Mr. Wedder- 
burne) who $oke before, make his retreat in time, and, as 
uftaly vote in a decided majority. 

M m a Mr. 
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Mr. Burke. Mr. Burte allured the noble Lord, who fpoke laft but one, 
that if he meant to point at him, as one of the perfont who 
had hinted any meafurc againft Lord and General Howe, he 
was exceedingly miftaken. He was perfectly fatisfied that 
they were 'able men ; he was fure ftill, that they were deferr- 
ing qf a higher charafter, for he wag perfuaded they were good 
men. He prefumed, that fomething which had fallen from 
him in a former debate might have given grounds for the pre- 
feat loofe charge. If that was the cafe, what he faid then he 
was now willing to repeat, which was, that perfons intruded 
with the commilfion of the firft magnitude, which coramiffion 
was attended not only with a very high falary, but with pa- 
tronage and other very great advantages, ought to have (bme 
controul, which might direft them to a fpeedy execution of 
the fpecial purpofes of their xommiffion ; when he faid this, 
. he meant it 6nly as a general proportion, not applicable to the 
men but to the nature of their truft ; it was a good rule in 
policy, fo it was in the moft ordinary occurrences of human 
life, never to put a man into a iituation where duty was to be 
performed, the perfonal advantages of which iituation might 
tempt hirn to look to the latter in preference to the former. 
Got. John- Governor John/lone faid, that he was much furprifed at the 
P wt ' uncommon ingenuity of the noble Lord, who could readily 

fhiftthe odium fo juftly charged on adminiftration, for en- 
couraging the libels daily circulated on our commanders na- 
val and military in America, upon the gentlemen on his fide 
of the Houfe, when it was notorioufly known, that from the 
very firft commencement of the war to the prefent minute, 
every plan that failed, which was in faft every plan adopted, 
was indireftly charged to the inability, neglect, &c. of thofe 
entrufted with the execution. Hfc acknowledged, that he did 
lay, and was free to declare at all times, that no man fhould 
have it in his power, be his charafter ever fo high, to prolong 
a war, in the prolongation of which tie might not have an 
eventual, but muft have a certain intereft. When he faid 
this, he folemniy protefted he meant no particular application. 
He was forry to fay, that the conduft of thofe who profeffed 
themfelves the friends of government, was very different ; 
they made applications of thefe general propofitions to parti- 
culars. The tardy progrefs of the army under Sir William 
Howe, according as occafions fcrved, they attributed atone 
time to inactivity, at another to wilful delay in the comman- 
der, on a fuppofition of his being too fond of the emoluments 
of his fituation, to put it to an end. He had not dishonour 
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of being perfonally acquainted with Sir William Howe 5 but 
if he knew a man upon earth more above all ntankind than the 
reft of his ipecics, it was Lord Howe?* He never knew any 
man, in any fituation, who, it was more improbable, would 
be tempted from a drift and rigid difcharge of his duty, than 
the noble Lord alluded to, by any thing, which, in the com- 
mon acceptation of mankind, may be i'uppofed to feduce per- 
ions in fuch fituatious from a faithful difcharge of their 
duty. 

Lord Nugent difclaimed any guidance, either perfonal or u. //«£**. 
minifterial, but what his own judgment led him to ; he was 
as ready- to-refift the influence hinted at by the honourable 
gentleman, if any fuch influence' really exifted, as to oppofe 
the minifter if he thought him in the wrong. He was a free 
man, and would remain fo ; he was an honeft man, and had 
from his earlieft acquaintance with Parliament, acted accord- 
ing to principle. The emoluments of his office had not fuf- 
ficicnt temptation to bias his judgment ; they yrere at all 
times with him a matter of paltry consideration ; his fortune 
was ample, his expectations none at all, and his intentions 
clearly directed to the promoting- the intereft of his coun- 
try. 

Mr. Tburloe [Attorney-General] clofed the debate; heMr.*W&* 
faid, the merits were not before the Houfe ; that the motion 
had, for upwards of an hour and a half, been withdrawn by 
common confent. 



Lift of the Corps which have been ordered to be - rat 'fed during the 
late Adjournment of the Houfe of Commons, with the Names of 
the Officers appointed to command thofe Corps* ^ 

Corps. Commandants^ 

R 7f a fcif anchcft - er rcsim - cnt } Coloncl Mawhood - 

A Highland regiment of foot Colonel William Gordon 

Ditto - - Colonel John M'Kenzie 

Ditto - - Lieut. Col. John Campbell » 

Ditto - - Coloncl fames Murray 

Ditto - - Lieut. Col. John M' Donald 

A 5ri£ noffoot - n North " } Colonel Francis M ' Lean 

A Highland regiment of foot Lieut. Col. Earl of Scaforth 

Royal 
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Royal Liverpool bines Major-General Glkraft 

Roy al Edinburgh volunteers Colonel Sir William Erikinc 
Royjd Glasgow volunteers Colonel Alexander Leflie 

'Captain Hugh Lord 
Captain Rowland Edwards 
Captain Alexander Campbell 
Captain George Adams 
Captain Thomas Lloyd 
Capt. Lord Vifc. Fielding 
Captain George Vaughdn 
Captain John Edwards 
.Captain Lord Herbert. 



Copy of a Letter Jrcm the Secretary at War to Sir Thomas E- 
gerton Baronet, dated 16/A December, 1777. 

SIR, 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of the very handfome offer made by the towa 
of Manchefter, through you, for railing a regiment of foot at 
their own expence, the regiment to confift of eight battalion 
companies, One company Of grenadiers, and one of light in- 
fantry ; the battalion companies to confift each of one cap- 
tain, two lieutenants, one enfign, ferjeants, corporak, two 
drummers and 100 private men ; the grenadier company of 
one captain, three lieutenants, ferjeants, corporals, two drum- 
mers, two fifers and 100 men ; the light infantry company of 
one captain; three lieutenants, ferjeants, corporals, two drum- 
mers and 100 private, with the ufu'al ftaff-officers ; the regi- 
ment to have one colonel-commandant, one lieutenaat-colo- 
nel and one major, each having alfo a company. 

The non-commiflioned officers and private men are to re- 
ceive pay from the days of their refpe&ive atteftations* 

No more than three guineas bounty-money will be allowed 
to be given to each recruit. 

None are to be enlifted under five feet four inches, nor un- 
der eighteen years, or above thirty. 

It is required, that the regiment fhall be a&ually raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. I have reprefented to his 
Majefty, that commiffions are not defired for the officers until 
the regiment fhall be fo reviewed and approved, except for 

Captain 
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Captain Norsfall of the 23d, and Roger Aytoun, Efij; late of 
the 1 ith dragoons, the intended major ana eldeft captain. 

The lift of the other gentlemen recommended through you ' 
for commiffions has been laid before the King, and honoured 
with his Toyal approbation, and they may be aflurcd that they 
fhall hare commiffions as loon as ever the regiment is raifed 
and approved. 

I am lilcewife atithorifed by his Majefty to acquaint you, 
that the officers will be intitled to half-pay ; in cafe the regU 
ment fhall be reduced after it has been once eftablifhed. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, &c. , 

Barrincton. 

Copy of m fatter from the Secretary ert War to the Honour ahle Co* 
lonel William Gordon, dated igtb December, 1777. 

[Like Letter of fame Date to John M'Kcnzie, Efq.] 

[like Lfter 9 dated 2$tb December, 1777, w CWbrfrf Jaineg 
. l Murray,] 

[Like Letter, dated $d January, 1 778, to Col. Francis M'Lcan.] 

SIR, War-Office, 19/A December, 1777. 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that hit 
Majefty approves of your oropofal for raifing a regiment of 
foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to confift of eight batta- 
lion companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light- 
infantry ; the battalion companies to confift each of one cap- 
tain, two lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers and 100 private men ; the grenadier company 
of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, two pipers and 100 private men; the light- 
infantry company of one captain, three lieutenants, five fer- 
jeants, five corporals, two drummers, and 100 private, with 
the ufual ftafl-officers. The regiment to have the field- 
officers under mentioned, viz. one lieutenant-colonel, and one 
major, eachalfo having a company, one major without a com- 
pany, receiving an allowance of 10s. per diem in lieu thereof, 
and s*.per diem as major ^ but in cafe of the death or promo- 
tion of the additional major, the pay pf fuc)i major is to ceafe 
upoa the eftablifhment t 

The 
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The regiment to be under your command as' colonel-com- 
mandant, with the command of a company. 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be allowed yen 
at the rate of ^\.^cr man for 1082 men; and that his Ma- 
jefty has been pleaied to direft that the pay of the" regimert 
ihall take place from the date of your beating order, and fliaJl 
be allowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that you do 
render an exact account of the faid- levy-money and pay that 
fhall be ifiued to you, charging againft it five guineas for each 
man reviewed and approved, together with the fubfiftence of 
the noh-commifiioned officers and private men, from the day 
% of their refpeSive atteftations ; and if there fhould be any 

balance remaining, it is to be confidered as a faving to the 
public, to be hereafter difpofed of as (hall be thought proper. 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given to 
each recruit. 

None are to be enlifted under five feet four inches, nor un- 
der eighteen years or above thirty. 

It is required that the regiment (hall t>e actually railed and 
approved (after being .reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. 

1 have reprefented to his Majefty, that you humbly hope 
you fhall be induced in recommending the officers, being 
*"uch as are well aftcfted to his Majefty, and moft likely by 
their jntereft and conneftions toaffift in raifingthc corps with- 
out delay ; but that you do not defire any commiffions for 
them until the regiment fhall have been raj fed and approved. 

You will therefore be pleafed to fend to me, for bis. Ma- 
jefty's cpnfidcration, a lift of fuch perfons as you propofe for 
officers, who, if tljey meet with his royal approbation, may 
be allured that they fhall have commiflions as foon as ever the 
regiment is compleatcd ; and I am to acquaint you, it is his 
Majcfty's intention, that the companies which fhall be firft 
raifed fhall entitle their captains and fubalterns to feniority in 
the regiruent according to their refpe&ive ranks, and the dif- 
ferent periods at which the laid companies fhall be com*, 
pleated. { 

I am to inform you, that in cafe the perfons approved by 
the King for the rank of rnajors fliould be of lefs than five 
years ftanding in the arrny as captains, they are to pay 300I. 
each for their commiflions, which fums are to be carried in 
aid of the charge brought on tfye public for levy-money, and 
credited to the general account. 

I am 
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I am likewife aqthorifed by his Majefty to acquaint you, - 
the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in cafe the regimen; 
fliall be reduced, after it has been once eftablifhed. 

I have the King's command to add, that, as orders are 
given for fevend other Highland corps, it is his Majefty's in- 
tention, that their feniority in the army (hall be determined 
t>y the periods at which they fhall be relpeftively compleated, 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

&A&RlNG?OW r 



Qopp of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Campbell, dated i qth December, 1777. 

[Like Letter dated the 2$th December, 1777, to LHutenant* 
Colonel John M'Donald.] 

S I B-, War-Office, iqtb December, 177^ 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that hit 
Majefty approves of your propofal for railing a regiment of 
foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to confift of eight bafta? 
U«n companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light- 
infantry ; the battalion companies to confift each of one cap-? 
tain, two lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, and 100 private pen ; the grenadier company 
of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, two pipers and 100 private men ; the light* 
infantry company of ope captain, 3 lieutenants, 5 ferjeahts, 
5 corporals, 2 drummers, and 100 private, with the ufual ftaff- 
pfficers. The regiment to have two majors, each having alfo 
a company, and to be under your command as lieutenant? 
colonel commandant, with the command of a cojrnpany. 

I am to inform you, thap levy-money will be iffbed to yoq 
at the fate of 3l./prman for 1 08a men, and that his tykuefty has 
been pleafed to direft that the pay of the regiment (naU take 
place from the date of your beating-order, and fhall b$ al- 
lowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition {hat you do ren- 
der an exaft accpqnt of the faid levy-money^ and pay that fhall 
be ifiued to you, charging againft it five guineas^for each man 
reviewed and approved^ together withi the. fubfiftence of the 
UQn-commiffioned officer; and private men frpm the day of 
their refpe&ive atteftations ; and if there Should be any ba- 
lance remaining, it is to be qonfidered as a faving to the pub* 
}ic to be hereafter difpyfed of as fhall be thought proper. 
YoUyilh ^n P J No 
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No mote than three guinea* wilj. be allowed to be given to 
each recruit, 

'' None are to be cniifted under five feet ftwr inches, nor 
under eighteen years, or above Airtv. 

It is required, that the regiment mall be acltually railed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four mon&s from the d?te hereof. 

I haye* rcprefcnted td his Majcfty,. that you humbly hope 

yoa (hall be indulged in recommending the officers, being 

fuch as aire' well afle&ed to his Majefty, and mqft likely, by 

tJieir intcrpfl: aftd cqnnecYipns, to affift' in railing the corps 

without delay ; but that yon do not defire any comn\iEoq§ for 

them until theregimcat lhall h*ve been rai&d and approved. 

You will be pleated therefore to fend to me, forhis'Mai 

jefty'i confideration, a lift of fuch Jferfons at you pTOpofe for 

officers, who, if they facet y*i& his royal approbation, may be 

Slffured that ftiey (hall have commiflions as loon as'everthe 

jegiment is compleated ;, and I am to acquaint you, ft is his 

kfajefty's intention, that th t e companies^which fhall be firft 

• ^aifed ftiall intitle their captain* ^tjd fubalterns to femprity la 

the regiment according to their refpe£Kvc ranks, and the difv 

fsrent periods at whicfi the laid companies ibaU be com* 

pleated. '_ " 1% ' ! 

" I am to inform you, that in cafe the perfons approved by 

4he King for the rank of major Ihcmld be of lefe than fivfc 

years fbuiding in the army asr captains, ifhey are to pay 300I. 

_ each for their commiffiops, whidjiums are to be carried m aid 

' ipf the charge brought on the public for levy-money, and ere* 

cfited to the genera) account* ■ ::> ' 

, ' I am like wile authojifed by his Majefty tp acquaint you, 
the officers will be in titled to half-pay, in caie the regiment 
Jhall be reduced, after it has beeq ottce eftebliftjed. 
' ' I have the King's command to add, that as orders are given 
- for fcveral other Highland C0rpfe, it is his Majpfty's intention 

that their feniority in' the artny fhall be determined by the pe- 
riods at tthicb they lhall be refpeftively compleated* : 
} Hye the honour to be, Sir, &c. 
5 Parrinctok, 
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G#? 0/* 4 I^tier from the Secretary at War to Colonel Sir William 
Erflrine; dW 17/A January, 1778. 

[Like Letter iftbefarne Date to the Honourable Colonel Alexander 
Leflie for the Glafgow Poluriieers;] 

SIR,,,. . ., &ar-0#Sce r ijih January, 17781 

,1 AM commanded by the King t^> Acquaint you, that hia 
Majefty approves of the very handfbme jfropofal made by the 
gentleman of Edinburgh^ for raifirig a regiment of foot at their 
own expeace ; the regiment toxonfiftof eight battalion cpm- 
fteiiies, one company of grenadiers, agd one of light-infantry; 
the battalion compftiate^ to cbnfift eafch of orte captain, two 
lieutenants, one enfign, five feijetats, five corporals, two 
drummers add 100 private mien; the grenadier company of 
one captain, three lieutenants; five ftrjeants,' five corporal, 
two drummers, twbfcfers and i 60 private men; the light* 
infantry company of one captain, three Keutcnents, five ftiv 
jeants, five corporals, two' drummer* $od too private, with 
the ufual ftaff-officer*. The regiment tfr hate the following 
field-officers, vit. one lieutenant-colonel and one riiajor, eae8 
having alfo & company, and one major without a company: 
teccivmg an allowance of ids. per dim in lieu thereof and 
is. per mem as major, but in cjtfe of the dfcaih or promotion of 
lhc additional major, the pay of fudi major h to ceafe upon 
the eftablifiiment ; the regiment to be under your Command 
6s colonel-commandant* with the command of a company. 

The nori-fcommiffioricd officers and private men arc to re- 
ceive pay frtfm the days of their refpe&ive attestations. 

No more than three guinea* bounty-money will be allowed 
to be given to each recruit; 

None are to be ihlifted under five feet fotrt inchef, nor un- 
der eighteen years, 6r above thirty. 

It is required that the regiment fhallbe aftuafly railed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) withitf 
four months from the date Hereof 

I am likewife authorifed by, his Majefty to acquaint you^ 
that the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in cafe, the regi- 
ment fhall be reduced after it hai been once eftabtilhed. 
- I am to add, that \\ is his Majefty's pleafure, that froifc the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fnbfifting in North America, every perfoa who fhall inlift a* 

N n 2 a foldier 
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a foldier in any of his Majefty's marching regiments of -foot 
Ihall be intitled to his difcharge at the end of three years, or 
at the end of the, Rebellion, at the option of his Majefty. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c 

Barrington* 

Copy of a Litter from the Secretary at War to the £arl of Sea-» 
forth, iattd %th January, 1778* 

My Lo&d, War-Ofjfce, fc* Januafjr, I778. 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint your Lord- 
flnp, that his Majefty approves of your propofal for railing a 
regiment of foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to confift of 
eight battalion companies, one company of grenadiers, and 
one of light-infantry ; the battalion companies to confift each 
of one captain, two lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five 
corporals, two drummers and 100 private men ; the grenadier 
company of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five 
corporals, two drummers, two pipers and 100 private men ; 
the light-infantry company of one captain, three lieutenants, 
five ferjeants, five corporals, two drummers and 100 private, 
with the uiual ftaff-officers. The regiment to have one lieu- 
tenant-colonel commandant, and two majors, each having 
alfo the command of a company. 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be iffued to you 
at the rate of 3I. per man for 108a men, and that his Ma- 
jefty has beenpleafed to direct, that the pay of the regiment 
ihall take place from the date of your beating order, and 
fhall be allowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that 
you do render an exaft account of the laid levv-inoney and 
pay that fhall be iffued to yqu, charging againu it five gui- 
neas for each man reviewed and approved, together with the 
fubfiftence of the Qon-commifiioned officers and private men 
from the day of their refpe&ive atteftations ; and if there 
ihould be any balance remaining, it is to be confidered as a 
faying to the public, to be hereafter difpofed of as ihall be 
thought proper. 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given to 
each recruit, ' 

None are to be cnlifted under five feet four inches, nor un- 
der eighteen years or above thirty. 

It is required, that the regiment ihall be actually raifed and 

approved 
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approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. 

Having laid before the King your Lordfhip's reprefenta-* 
tion, that your having the command of this corps will con-> 
fiderably accelerate the railing and compleating it, and that 
defirous of fheWing your attachment to the caufe by peribnal 
fervice, your Lordmip hopes his Majefty will not bbjeft to 
your being lieutenant-colonel commandant, on condition that 
you do renounce ail claim of future rank or promotion in the 
army, and in cafe of a reduction that you do not defire half- 
pay, or any other emoluments whatever, I am to acquaint 
you, hi$ Majefty is pleafed, on thefe. conditions, to approve 
of your Lordfhip as lieutenant-colonel commandant, with the 
command of a company . 

Hid Majefty referves to himfelf the nomination of the two 
majors, but Jeaves to your Lordfhip the recommendation of the 
ether officers, being fucb as are well affe&ed to bis Majefty, and 
moft likely by their intereft and connexions to affift in rai- 
fing the corps without delay, who, if they meet with his royal 
approbation, may be affurcd that they {hall have commiffions 
as foon as ever the regiment is compleated* 

I am likewife authorifed by his Majefty to acquaint your 
Lordfhip, the officers will be intitled to half-pay in cafe tne 
regiment fhali be reduced, after it has been once eftablifhed. 

His Majefty confents, that on a redu&ion the corps fhali 
be difbanded in Rofs-fhire. 

I am to add, that it is his Majefty's pleafure, that from the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fubfifting in North America, every pcrfon who fhali enlift as 
a fbldier in any of his marching regiments of foot fhali be in- 
titled to his difcharge at the end of three years, or at the end ' 
of the rebellion, at the option of his Majefty. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, &c. 

Barringtok;. 



Copy of a Letter from the Secretary at tVar to the Mayor of Li- 
verpool, datedZtb January, 1778. 

SIR, War-Office, Bth January, 1778. 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 

Majefty approves of the very handfome propofal made by the 

gentlemen of Liverpool, through their committee, for raifing 

a regiment 
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k regiment of foot at thctr own expence ; the regiment to 
connft of eight battalion -companies, one company df greaa • 
dicrs, and one off light infantry ; the battalion cornpaoies to 
eonfift each of ctae captain, two liettenants, one cnfi<ro, five 
ferjeartts, five corporals, two drummers and too private idea ; 
the grenadier company df one captain, three lieutenants, five 
ferjeants, five Corporals, two drumi&ers, two fifei? ai*d 100 
private men ; the light-infantry company of one captain, 
three lieutenants, fivfe (erjeants, five corporals, two drommen 
and ipo private,- with the ufual ftaff-officers. The regiment 
to have one eoloriel-commahdant, one lieutenant-colonel and 
One rnajor, each having alio a company. 

The non-commiffioncd officers and private men are to re- 
ceive pay from the days of their refpeftive attestations. . 

No more thati three guineas bounty -money will b* al- 
lowed tcf be given to epch recruit. 

None are to be ehlifted under five feet few inches, nor 
under eighteen years, or above thirty; 

It is required, that die regiment (halt be a&fcaUy railed and 
approved (after being reviewed by ? general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. I have reprefentw to his 
Majefty, that commiffions are not>deiired for ttifc officers un- 
til the regiment (hall be reviewed and approved. 

The lift of the gentlemen recommended through thfc com- 
mittee for commiffions has been laid before the King, and ho- 
noured with his royal approbation,' and they may be affurcd 
that (hey (hall have cotomiffions, ii foon as ever me regmftent 
is raifed and approved. 

I am Iikewife authorifed by hft Majefty to acquaint you, 
that the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in caw the regi- 
ment 4hall be. reduced, after it has been onceeftaMifhei 

I am to add, that it is his Ivf ajefty'S pleafiire, that from die 
date hereof; and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
ftibfifting in North America, every perfon who IhaU enlift as 
a (bldicr in any of his Majefty's marching regiments of foot 
fhall be intitled to his difcharge at the end of three years, or at 
the end of the rebellion, at the option 6f his Majefty. 
I haye the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

BaukJn&tok. 



Copy 
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Copf of a Lttter firm the Secretary ett War fo Hugh Lord, Efy; 
late Captain in the Royal Iritf} Regiment of Foot, dated 14*6 
January, 1778* 

[Like Letters to Captains Rowland Edward?, Alexander Camp- 
bell, George Adaius, Thomas Lloyd, Lfird Fifcount "Field- 
ing, John Edwards and Lord Herbert/) 

SIR, War-Office, \qth January, 179$. 

I AM commanded fcy the Kins to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty stpprpves of your propofal for railing a company of 
foot in- Wales, to confift of two lieutenants, one enfign, five 
ferjeaits, five corporals, two dfummfcrs and 100 private men, 
and to be under your command as captain* 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be iffued to yon 
at the rate of 3I, per man for 108 men, and th^t his Majefty 
has been plcaietf to direct that the pay of thfj company lhall 
take place from the date of your beating order, and lhall be 
flowed you in aid of recruiting, oncondition that you do ren- 
der an exa& account of the faid levy-money and pay that 
jhall be iffued to ypu, charging againft it five guineas per 
each man reviewed and approved, together with the fab- 
jiftence of the non-commiffioned officers and private men, 
from the days of their relpe&ive^ atteftations, and if there 
fhouldTse any balance remaining, it is to be confidered as a 
laving to^the public, to be hereafter dtfpofed of as lhall be 
thought proper. 

' No more than threp guineas will be allowed to be givei} to 
pach recruit. ' 

\ None are : to be enlifted under fire feet four inches, nor up* 
4er eighteen years, or above thirty. 

It is required, that fhe company lhall be actually raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
jpour months from the date hereof. 

I have reprefented to his Majefty, that you humbly hope 
that you lhall be indulged in recommending the officers, be* 
jng fuch as are well afle&ed to his Majefty, and moft likely 
by their intereft and connexions to affift in railing the coipa 
without delay, but that you do not defire any commiffions 
for them, until the company lhall have been raifed and ap- 
proved. 

- Yon 
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You* will be plcafcd therefore to fend to me, for his Ma- 
jefty's information, a lift of fuch perfons as you propofe for 
ofScers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, may be 
aflured that they mall have coramiffions as foon as evw the 
Company is complcated. 

To prevent all poffibility of mifunderftandingina material 
point, I miift acquaint you, that none of the officers, who ftiall 
be preferred in the new levies now raifipg, will be allowed to 
fell their prefent commiffions. 

I am likewife authbrifed by his Majefty to acquaint you, 
that the officers will be ijititled to half-pay, in cafe the com- 
pany fhaii he reduced after it has been eftablifticd. 

I am to add, that it is his Majefty's pieafure that, from the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fubfifting in North America, every perfon, who ftiall enlift as 
a foldier in any marching regiment or company of foot, fhall 
be intitled to his difcharge at the end of three years, Or at the 
$pd of the rebellion, at the option of his Majefty. 
I am, Sir, &c* 

Barjungtok, 

Copy of a tetter. from the Secretary at War to Lieutenant George 
. Vaughan on the Half-Pay of the late 75^ gtginmtt of Foct, 
. dated i6tb January, 1778, 

S I R, fTarrOJ&e, i6tb January, 1778, 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of your propofal for raifing a company of 
foot in Wales to conftft of two lieutenants, one enfign, five 
ferjeants, five corporals, two drummers and 100 private men, 
and to be under your command as captain. 

No levy-money is to be.allowed you, but his Majefty has 
been plealed tp dircd, that the ?ay of the company fhall take 
place from the date of your beating-order, on condition that 
you do Vender an exaft account of the laid .pay that ftiall be 
iflued to you, charging pcainft it the fubfiftence of the non- 
commiffioned officers and private men from the day of their 
refpe&ive atteftations, and if there fhould be any balance 
.remaining, it is to be qonfidered as a faving to the public, to 
!be hereafter difpofed of as Ihall be thought proper. 

Nq more than three guineas will be allowed to b^ given to 

each recruit v T 

None 
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None *Ytf tbbfe fenfifted unddr five feet four niches; hot tflP- 
rfct eighteen years, or above thirty; 

It is requited, thirf the ebtnjteny fltalt btf aftuMty ftift* 
fcnrf approved (after being rtfttewrf* by a general officer J 1 
Within four months from the date hereof; 

I have rtprefented to his>Majefty, thatVbtfhtamfclyhoiH? 
you Ihall be indulged in? ftlottmtndfag the offidet*, -betrtg* 
fuck is are Well afte&ed to his ifoafcfty, and mbft finely by 
their inte^reA and cbrii*aiottS tk dfift fa ftifthg the tor^& 
witHout delay, bttt that you do not deffre any cbmriufltons for* 
fhem uhtil the cbmpaify ifcli hive tkleh railed and approved. 

Yw will therefore' & plcafed tb ftrid to toe, for hi* Ma^ 
$efty*s information, a lift <if fucb perfons' as you propbfe for 
officers, who, if they ftCet with fiid rbyal approbation, may tic? 
affured that they fliall havdtdflilhhfidn^^ ftSbn g* evertht 1 
company is compleated* 

To prevent all pdfibility bf mifurtderffandlittjin a material' 
goint, I riauft acbuaint you, tfcat none of the officer* *fco fiiaffl 
Be preferred in the netir levies nbw railing wffl be *Uowte4 t<y 
fell their preftnt comnflffions. 

1 am likewifc authorifed by hi* Majeffy to icOuaiht'y'atr,' 
tharthe officers will be intitled t6 half^pay, ift cafethd com-' 
jfcmy (ball be reduced after it has been once eftabliflied. 

I am t^> add, that it it his Majefty V plejafutt, that frota tjtf 
date hereof, and during the eofitinuahce of the rebellion now 
fubfifting in North America, every perfett whdfhaH enHft a^ 
a foldier ill any marching regimertt 6t company of foot, fhalV 
be intiffat tp his difcnarge at the end of three years, or at th^ 
end of the rebellion, at me bptioh of his Majefty, 

I am, Sir; &c. 

Barrinctoh. 

Amounted to Jaauary a6. 



* M*tra3ttf* letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lonf George 
Germaine, ifeMfQgebec, May 20>'itfi. 

[pawed the ad of July. ] 

LTEUTENAWP General Burgoync (hall have every af- 
fifbuoe in my pbwer, and my moft ardent wifhes for tte* 

f 

* Thefe pipert rfhtiof to the Cauda Kxpeditioa were pot' W* before tEe' 

»o«fctiirf<>mtTt«tsrt«ttWftfriiMpf > . 
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profperity of the King*§ arms. The troops- and armament 
deftined for his expedition,. had immediate orders to receive 
and follow his directions,, that he may combine their move- 
ments as he thinks proper ; the fame fo far as concerns Lieu- 
tenant Colonel St. Leger s expedition, the Hanau chafleurs 
excepted. I have no luch corps in this army, nor any in* 
forma^on concerning it in your difpatch, but it is fet down 
as part of the corps 1 1 am to put under his command. At 
firu I thought it nyght be a miftakc,* and that the Brunfwic 
chaffcurs were meant, Lieutenant General Burgoyne favs 
not; that thefe are to go with him, and that he thinks the 
Hanau chaffeurs are on thejr way hither. 
. All thelndiaos in the neighbourhood of Niagara and Lake 
Ontario have orders to join Colonel St. Leger ; thofe in the 
lower part of the province, and thole ordered laft year from 
. Michilimakinac are to attend Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 
Three, hundred Canadian militia., are alfo to make the cam- 
paign, to be difpofed of by Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
which Canadians, with thofe neceflary for fcouring the woods 
towards the New England provinces, and a great number 
which muft be employed for the forwarding all things for 
thofe two expeditions, is,' I tfeink, in the hrft dawning of 
good order and obedience, as much as ought, in prudence, 
to-be demanded from this. unfortunate province. 

The marine has been greatly improved and augmented, 
which the impatience bf the laft year's fervice would not 
permit. Thole on Lake Champlain have been put under 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne' s command, and the greateft 
part of thofe on Lake Ontario will attend Lieutenant Colo- 
nel St. Leger. 
- * 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General Phil- 
lips, dated ftead~£%uqr ten,- Quebec, Ajgril 8/A, 1777. 

SrR, . 

MY di {patches from the fecretary of ftate inform me, 
that it is his Majefty's plcafure I lhould\ remain in Canada; 
and that I (hould detach Lieutenant General. Burgoyne *with 
a certain part of the army, which is as~particularly detailed, 
that nothing is left to me but the feeing thofo commands put 
into execution ; and, in cafe of the death or illnefs of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne, the naming of his fucceffor. As it is my 
intention to provide xvery thing for this detachment with the 

.3 (ame 
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fame care and attention to the good of the fervice, as if I 
weijc to command it myfelf, I fhall propofe that you accom- 
pany General Burgoyne, ajid doubt not he will be happy in 
the thoughts of having fuch able affiftance, while i can only 
exprefs my forrow at not having it in my. po\Kcr to teftify to 
you, by a greater mark, the high fenfe I entertain of the 
zeal and aftivity with which you have conftantly executed 
the orders, which occafions have required my giving you, 
£s well as of the obligations I am under to you lor the great 
trouble, which you have fo chearfully taken upon you,, in 
the management of our public works, which by your dili- 
gence, I have the Tatisfaftion of finding in inch forwardnefc, 
as that the expedition under General fiurgoype will be able 
to proceed without delay, % 

Another detachment is in like manner ordered to be made 
under Lieutenant Colonel St. Lcger. 

I want as foon as poflible, for the information of General 
Burgoyne, as exaft an account as can be had of the batteaus, 
of what are ready, what will be ready, and when. 

I have received yeur difpatches of the 5th inftant. 

J am, Sir, $c, 

; P; S. I muft likewife beg leave to know, how far the orders 

E'ven fome time ago, with refpeft to tranfporting provifipnl 
St. John's and Ofwegatchie have been carried into txeajt- 
tion ; and, I truft, you will prefs the pqmmiffary upon this 
jtoiqt as much as p6ffible. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir (3uy Carleton to Major General Phil* 
lips, dated Head-Quarter s y Quebec, May 12, 1777* 

♦ SIR, 

I RECEIVE your letters of the 9th and 10th inftant. 

You will have learned from my laft letter, that General 
Burgoyne \% tp take the command of the troops that are to . 
go out of the province, and you will fee by the enclofed 
orders, that I put them immediately under him ; but thougti 
I have nothing further to do with them, I (hall neverthelefs 
go up to Montreal ^ in order to be at hand to give every af- 
fiftance in my power towards forwarding the King's fervice 
in this particular.' I am> Sir, &c. - - • % * 

*•*■- G.C. 

O p % Co& 
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fiofp fif Orders fur tb$ frpoft $njt?vt undtr Lieupnm <?tntrq[ 
jpjjrgayae, Jatfd ibadr^ajm^ Qipbcc, May ?% *777« 

ftr»fe Sfc B«*«li£ and JwMka, 

THE Kijig living thwght proper to order, that * dtfa&y 
jgept from the ^ u&dfj i*y command, bp fcpt jipon ag 
«]PRAiPW W 1 ^ VWU^ant Qenwl Bvrgpjrne, *w tha> 
#ip detachment |tefoipppfc4 of fte grc8*dj$ra f Jjgbtiafen* 
jaqr W* *4*k regWCfljt, together wit* the pth, 2^, aiii, 
47*4 '5|& «^^24 *eguq«i$s (except detachment* <rf fiffT 
men from each of the ux laft-mentipnod regiments) W& aft 
|hc X3jf man, tjroop*, £*cppt ft detpebwitt of 6|Q ; thefe 
corps will accordingly hold djem>e|ye> in rfiadinefs tQ marcfe 
at jhe ijwtcft notice ; orders, for whiqb, will be giv?q them 
by Licutenanjt General Burgovoe, jo whom, in the mew 
time, they will mike ^11 reports, M wdl V thf commander; 
in chief. 

The detachments of fifty popn, with a captain, two tubal? 
ftp)?, and non-commiffioned officers in proportion, front 
each* of the fix regiments, as qibove, will affemble at die 
fft&Qt Ijeadrcjwarte^ef t^cif fgfpeftivtf ngpfMnts, aitf tfjerc 
JfffflfW & 1 %%r pnfew. 

Thf f mlkry and tb? dflwfflKflt* <>f thp gwrtflr*m*ftcF 

feseigl ? l\ofeital f rod eppwiffw^ will ifowife fupply 
lieutenant General Burgoync with rfuch returns 4s bo may 
frail for, to enable him to lay before the comrqander in chief* 
the portions fif fhefe feveral articjei they are capable of 

Qofy of a letttr firm Gpuum Toy to Ututwrnt &/«*/ St, 

SIR, 
, T*$ $"">? *»*}«« been p^afed tp figgify )o% pietfw 
fw°W ftp feqxtary of %fe, th*t * detachment from thif 
§rray, to c«nM of |<jp t^en from the gth regin»enfe f QQiqa* 
from. tl>e J4W «fflR»ept, Sjr JoBr Jphnfotf • p>rpi, imd tb« 
- ***?*» 9* W»>*, ^e feftt vm^r yow q»pmjmd WW M ex» 
pedmon, coi^cernii^ whu^ jfoyi w4j KWT«. ?»W« inftruc-? 
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tions ; I am to acquaint you that the commander in ekief ' 
direfb you to order 100 men accordingly, and officen in 
proportion, of die 24th regiment, to hold themfeives in im- 
mediate jreadinefs tor this fcrvice ; orders to the fame effeft 
are immediately to be difpatched to the 8th regiment and Sir 
John Johnfon's corps, as will be to the chafienrs when they 
arrive, and tjic whole arc to obey (uch further orders m you 
ffiall giy* tfceou 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

R For. 



Tratl/ktm of a Greular Itttir to tbt Colonels of Militia, and 
Cmw\ffarUi of Canadian tranjports* 

Htad-$uarters at Quebec, May *a, 1777* 
SIR, 
THE King having commanded that a detachment of 
the anpy in Canada be employed upon an expedition, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, I am 
ordered to fignify to you the pteafure of the commander ift 
chief, that you obey all the requifitions that fliall be madp 
you on the part of the faid Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, 
whether as a corvte or any other fervice depending on 
your department, communicating neverthelefs to his excel* 
fcney all tfiat may regard in particular the militia* 

J am, ore* 

E.FOT, 



Copy of a Letter from Captain Foy to Captain Fraftr, Jjfjlant* 
Pupcrirtpukwt ^Indian J$ain % fori Hmd-$uarurs, Que* 
t*c t ^>y*^Majr, 17771 

SIR* 
I HAVE it in command to flgnify the General's pleafum 
%o you, that you wait upon General Burgoyne as foon as you 
are abfe after the receipt of this, in order tp receive his con** 
jnands, relative to the ailembling the Indians, and fuch other 
directions as ht %fy t^k proper to give you m regard of 
tha t- department 

JSP,Sin&c f &c. 

' £• For. 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lievienant-Gencrsk 
Burgoync, dated Quebec, May 19th, 1777. 

SIR, 

I INCLOSE letters for the commanding officer of the 
8th regiment, Colonel Butler, fuperintendant of Indian af- 
fairs, the officers at the pods of Ofwegatchie and Michili- 
makinac ; the three firft contain full orders and dire&ions for 
preparing the detachment for Lieutenant-Colonel St. Lejjer, 
( affembling the Indians which are to join him, and for giving 
him every afliftance which thefe officers have it in their po- 
wer to afford. But as I refer Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton 
and Colonel Butler to Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger for 
fixing die rendezvous both of the detachment of the 8th and 
the favages, it will be proper that he fhouM communicate 
his fentiments upon that fubjeft to them ; I will only offer, it 
as my opinion that Cataraqui U the propereft place for that 
purpofe. 

Captain Tife and John being gone up to Montreal will 
carry thefe letters, and receive any inftruftion you ihall be 
pleafed to give them, 

J am, Sir, &c. &e. 

p. c. 



'Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant-Cdond 
Bolton, dated Hcad-Shiarters, Quebec, May x8th, 1777, 

SIR, 

* IT being the King's pleafure that I put under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, to be employed up- 
on an expedition, 

A detachment from the 8th regiment - 190 men ; 

• A detachment from the 34th - the fame ; 

f Sir Johnjohnfon's regiment of New- York, aqd a corp of 
Hanauchafieurs. 

You will accordingly direS, that 100 men with officers in 
-proportion to the ftrength of the regiment, hold thcmfelvcs 
in immediate readinefs to march, and to obey 'all orders they 
fhall receive from Lieutenant -Colonel St. Leger. 

The King having further fignified his pleafure, that a fuffi- 
cient number of Indians, be joined to, thas detachment, you 

will 
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will therefore employ every means in your power to aflembfe? 
as many Indians as you can communicate with, and prevail 
upon them to put themfelves with proper leaders, who will. 
be appointed by Colonel Butler, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel St. Leger, and to exert their utmoft efforts 
under his dire&ion, in the fervice of their King and father* 

You will confult with Lieutenant*Colonel St. Leger in 
regard of the rendezvous, both of the troops and favages, 
and give every affiftance in your power, to promote the fer- 
vice upon which he is employed. 

I am Sir, &c. &c. 

G. C. 



Extraft of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to the Officer 
commanding at Ofwcgatchie, dated Head-Quarters^ Quebec, 
May i% xyyj. 

SIR, 
LIEUTENANT-Colonel St. Leger with a detachment 
under his command, being to pais by your poft, I defire you 
will give him every poffible affiftance, and any armed vefiet* 
he fhall requireds to follow his directions. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
G.C. 



Copy of Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Colonel Butler, dated 
Head-Quarters^ Quebec, May'i8, 1777. 

SIR, 

THE King having thought proper that a detachment from 
this army, together with a Sufficient number of Indians, 
Ihould be employed upon an expedition under the command 
of Licutenant-(Joloncl St. Leger ; I am therefore to re- 
queft, that you will exert the zeal which has, ever diftin- 
guifhed your conduct, by now ufing every means in your 
powef to colled as large a body as poffible of the Indians of 
the Six Nations, and any others you can communicate with ; 
and to difpofe them to aft with ail their vigour in concert, 
with his Majefty's 'troops, and under the dire&ion of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel St. Leger. The providing and appointing 
of proper leaders (wbo will have .the ufual allowance) to 
this body of Indians is left to your cart and judgment ; and 

I hope 
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I fcope yotr health w5H permit you to accompany tb» expe- 
dition, as I knfcw noperfon fo capable of the cohdu&ing and 
inanagementof the Indians. 

• I fitould be glad yon would tranfinit me a KA of the off- 
cm you think 'proper to ridminate, aiuf acquaint me what 

Eay they fhouHFbe allowed, and whether any of them fhouM 
bve rank and what; tikewrfe what rank and pay you think 
yourfelf intitfed to. 

•As for the provincials that hate come in Sir John John- 
fon's regiment, being to go upon this expedition, I think they 
fhould join that corpsr, at leaft as many as will compleat* 

Colonel Butler, Superintendantof 
Indian Affairs. Niagara. 

Cop) of a Letter from Captain Foy to Captain Mackay, dated 
Head-£htarters 9 Quebec, May 19, 1777. 

SIR, 
I AM commanded to acquaint you, that the companies of 
Mfontn and Boucheville are ordered to march with all poffi- 
v ble expedition to Montreal, there to receive further orders 
from you, who are to- follow fuch dire&ions and commands 
refpe&ing the three Canadian companies as fhall be given 
you by Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 

Mr. Honore Genier is appointed adjutant to the three com- 
panies of Canadian*. 

I am, Ssis &c- 

E. Foy* 



MxtraB of a Letter from LieutimntyGtnemt Btargoyne U Sit 
Guy Carietoa, dated Montreal, Nfey 36, 1777. 

* AS I judge, by the letters your Excellency has honoured 
me with, that the time of your fetting out for Montreal » 
yet uncertain, I take leave to fubmit to your Excellency by 
exprefs, fuch circumftances of the public fervice as require 
decifion, and further powers to carry them into execution 
than thofe I am inverted with. 

I have to propefe to your Ebrceiienqr a corvfc of ar thou* 
find men, to attend the expedition for a' limited time,, for 
the purpofes of labour and transit; the tr o ops ifiltbe firr*. 

cd 
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ed thereby from die harrafiing duties, which at the outfet of 
a campaign, your Excellency well knows, are productive of 
difeafe, *fld the ranks will be jjoperly full for their fervice in 
arms* 

It alfo appears to rrie, that feven or eight hundred horfes 
may become indifpenfibly neceffary for my pvogrefs, and I 
have good affurances that the tranfport of them to Crown* 
Point by land ; is • very practicable*; fo large a number may 
not be requisite for operations againft Ticoftderbga, but 1* 
fubmit to- you£ Sir, &e expediency of having the. arrange- ' 
ments fo prepared that they tnay-irt ready upon a ftiort calL * 
It is with great deference to your Excellency's knowledge of 
the country, that I mention any, particular mode of furnifh- 
ing thefe fupplies ; but I conceive there would be no diffi- 
culty of obtaining the horfes, if your Excellency thought 
proper to ftipulatc a reafonablo price for the hire per week, 
with one man to two horfes for the care and driving of them, 
and the expense to government would be much more mode- 
rate than purchafing them outright. I have the fame con- 
fidence that the corvee of working ,men, above propofed, 
would be palatable to the country, if you thought proper to 
jffue a proclamation limiting the time of their, fervice ; and 
wherever I mighty be at the expiration of the term, I fhould 
hold myfelf indifpenfibly bound- to fulfil your intentions 
therein. 

I inclofe to your Excellency lifts of the ftaff, &c. as pro- 
pofed by the officers at the head of the feyeral departments, 
and upon all thofe fubjefts, I requeft your orders as foon 
as. may be, % 'Colonel Carleton writes to you himfelf, 
and it is with great fatisfa&ion I learn, his inclination to give 
me his affiftance, if the arrangement meets with your appro- 
bation. My great opinion of the talents of Captain Foy, 
confirmed by your Excellency's choice, induced me to men- • 
tion him as an officer mod defirable to me ; but 1 do not 
mean to prefs any appointment that may interfere with your 
inclinations, convenience or defigns, • refpefttng that gen- 
tleman. 

In regard to the preparations I have made for proceeding, 
your Excellency will find tfiat none have been retarded for 
want of the above points being decided : a corvee has been 
employed to repair the roads neceffary for land carriage ; 
and the flour, which was the only ftiort- article of provifion 
at St. John's, thrown up from Chamblee. The caulking of 
batteaux and other remaining work in the docks, has been 

Vol. VIII. Pp prefled 
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prtffid by M. G. Philips with his ufuat a&faity. Th* 
troops are contracted in their* quarters and have received 
- their camp equipage. The- Ir&afls. within Captain Frafer*s 
fuperintendency, have received their call, and wifli only the 
nomination of their rende2vous. The ftarte of the ground 
for encamping at different ft ations upon the. Lake, has bees 
examined and found, fufficient, tho' there never was fo much 
water known at this fcafon. I ; propofe, to fc$ 4 General Fra- 
ftr's brigade aflemblcd to-morrow, and to move them for- 
ward on Tburfday, The reft of the troopf will, fellow in 
regular progreffion. I thought myfejf juttified by the full 
power your Excellency entruftfd me with, in the liberty to 
remove the 31ft regiment from their old quarters to St The - 
reft, that the paffage to Chamblee might thereby be left free 
for the German troops and the '6 ad regiment, ana that in the 
interim the tranfport from Chamblee to St, Johu's might be 
aflrfted and enforced by a corps at St Therefe, 

Upon the whole, Sir, I fee no impediment to aU my 
force being very near the point of their embarkation by the 
epd of this week ; and I requeft your Excellency's final or- 
ders for the time when St. John's and the Ifle aux Noix may 
be occupied by the troops you may think proper to pott 
there. 

I fhall think it my duty tqattend your arrival at Montreal, 
and have the honour to be, 



-s 



&C. &C 



Montreal, May 0$, 1777. 



PROPOSED difpofition of the hofpital for the fervice of 
Canada, with his Excellency Sir Guy Carleton, commander 
in chief. 

1 Phyfician, 

1 Surgeon. 

1 Apothecary. 

8 Mates, two of whom are fick. 
The hofpital for General Burgoyne's expedition, from 
which a flying hofpital i« to be taken, and the refidue to hold 
ready to move as occafion may require. 

1 Phyfician. 

2 Surgeons. 

2 Apothecaries, 
14 Mates. 

300 Sets 
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300 Sets of bedding with ftores in proportion, for 
the flying hofpital. * 

300 Sets with ftores ready to follow, for the fcr- 
• . vice under Colonel St. Leger. 
Mr. Blockman, firft mate. 
Mr. Salmon, Supernumerary, ditto. 
N. B. Cieutenant Colonel St. Leger much wifhes the 
Yurgcon of the 34th regiment to go with his detachment, and 
it is fubmitted to his Excellency that he may be added to the 
holpitai for that occafion. 

Robert Knox, 

Preceptor of holpital in Canada. 

Staff propped for the Expedition under Lieutenant-General Bur- 
goyne, and fubmitted for the decifion of his Excellency Sir Guy 
Oirleton. 

LIEUTENANT-General Burgoyne, .Major-Generals 
Philijps and Reidefel, Brigadier-Generals Frafer, Powe^ 
Hamilton, Speeht, and Brigadier- Majors Freeman, Muir£ ' 
Kirkman, Clewe, and 

Quarter-Mafter-General Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton. 

Deputy, Captain Money. 

f Any two of the four now on the lift that Lieu* 

Afhftants. I tenant-Colonel Carleton (hall appoint. 
I Cornet Grant to join his regimeht. 

Deputy Adjutant-General, Captain Foy. 

Chaplain to the ftaff, Mr. Brudenell. 

CommiiTary's department as per lift already fubmitted* 

Hofpital as per ditto. 

Affiftant Pay-mafter, Mr, Gaddis. 

Provoft Marfhal. 

Artillery. 

Engineers, . 

All the civil lift of the naval deparanejtit under the aflting 
commiffioners Lieutenant Shantrcs, and Comptroller Liep~ 
tenant Twifs, 



PpSt Oapi 
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Copy of a Optr from Liwunant-ColoncL St. Leger to licutmant- 
Gcneral B urgoy ae, dated %Stb May, 1777.* 

My dear General, 
-YOU Uavjng done me the hqngur to intisnat* to ipe, that 
it was the Commander in phiePs pleafure, that I fhould be 
confalted cqnceroirjg a proper place pf rendezvous for die 
detachment of the eighth regiment, and the Indians deftined 
for the expedition finder my command, I take the liberty to 
lay before you the difficulty I am under to determine a point 
or fuch coafequence, and beg leave to fubmit to you (the 

E roper channel to the Commander in Chief) whether the 
etter tp enable me to make the neceflary arrangements with 
nrecjfion, and without the leaft chance pf qpnfuilon or niif- 
underftanding, it would not be proper to communicate Jo me 
the different nations that are to be employed, and the maga- 
zines they are ft) be fupplied from, till a junttion is eftaed 
with them, becaufe, fronj fome queftions I have gut to the 
Con^iniflaryriGenc^al, he feems to be at alofs to decide upon 
this very material point, having peremptorily affirmed, that 
Niagara- could not fupply a proper quantity, and moreover 
faicl, not having it in command from proper authority tocpr- 
reipond with me, he did not think himfelf at liberty to anfwer 
xny queftion, or to give into my defires j you wjlU therefore 
do me the honour to communicate to his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief, that he may be pleafed tp fend q»e and 
others concerned irithe various arrangements of ibis detach- 
mentiuch orders, |£ at no deUy may be giveji to the fulfilling 
Qf his intention; 

I have the honourtp be, 
Dear General, 1 
Your moft obedient 

and moft humble fervant, 

• Barry St. Legj-r. 

P. S. The Commander in Chief having been pieafed tp 
tell me, that I fhould be affifted by a proportionate ftaff, I 
requeft hispermiffion to nominate that part of it that will be 
moft immediately concerned in contributing to the fuccefsof 
the expedition, to the Deputy- Adjutant General's depart- 
ment, Captain Ancram of the 34thj who goes as a captain of 
that regiment's detachment, Lieutenant Lundy or Mac 

Jean's 
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Leah ? s corpp to that of the Quarter-Mafter, Lieutenant 
Crofts, who is likewife one of the officers named for the de- 
tachment of the 34th as Major of Brigade ; I wifh much for 
Mr. Blake, furgcoo of the 34th, to go as hofpital-furgcoQ, 
affifted as his Excellency may think proper ; I efteem Mr. 
Farqubarfon, on account of the very great a&ivity of hi$ 
mind and perfon, as the fitteft commifTary for a flying camp. 
An iafpeftor of batteaus will be neceffary ; fuch a perfon i* 
at this moment at Montreal, having fled from the Mohawk 
rivef to avpid perfecution ; he formerly feryefl under Gene- 
ral Bradftreet in the fame capacity ; his name is Kifick ; thi* 
man I beg leav.e to fubmit to bis Excellency's confideration* 
The waggon-mafter ? s department has been already well filled 
by the General at Quebec ; as for any other af&ftances tha$ 
may be thought necelfary, I have no choice. 



ExtraB of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant-Get 

neral Burgoyne, dated Quebec, 2Qth May, 1777. 
~ . .. * * / 

IN the prefent fituation of the province, haying a vaft 
number of men employed in (he fur-trade' and fifheries, and 
by way of ,a beginning only, which, I think, never can be 
too gcotle, while I e^pefted to cpnduft the expedition in per- 
fon, a draft df 300 militia was ordered. 

And tliis is as much, confidering the nujnber? defined tQ 
watch the feveral inlets into the province for the tranfport- 
ing provifiqns; ftores, &c. as we can hope to effeft. 

Prd^rs are tjiis day given for each parifli to furnifh two 
able married men for each deferter from it, which is the only 
expedient I can think of at prefent to fupply the deficiency ; T 
ihall order the horfes and porvees you require, if, upon matujsp 
conficjeratipn, you think it ad vi fable. 

You may be affured, however, that as far as in my power, I 
ihall do every thing that depends upon ijie Jo affift you, am) 
the f?ryice you are going upon. 

Jam, &c ? 

Guy Caej-eton, 

ExtraSI of a Letter from Sir Guy Garleton to Lieutenant-Qc* 
neral Burgoyne, dated Quebec, 28^ May, 1777. 

I HAVE received your letter by exprefs ; the commifliry 

ftas b^d pofitive orders to follow your dircftions in every 

T . - thing, 
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thing, and LfeutenanU Colonel St. Leger being deftiaed to 
command a corps co-operating with yon, was intruded by 
me to confolt you upon all occafions ; I therefore take for 
granted, that Mr. Day will obey fuch commands as yon fliali 

Eve him for forming magazines for Lieutenant-Colonel St. 
cger, at fnch places, as when the rendezvous of their diffe- 
rent detachments arc determined upon, (hall be indicated to 
htm ; I muft obfetve, that Niagara is entirely out of the 
queftion. 

As to his ftaff, I muft refer him to you; only I would ob- 
lerve, that he feems to require a ftaff fufEcient for a great ar- 
my. What you think proper to allow him, I (hall ap^rore 
of ; but this he ttiuft fettle and arrange with you, and I think 
he fhould take fuch as may be aeccflary for him frotn the 
ftaff already eftabWhed, and not make new creations. 

I cannot appoint a furgeon, as Mr. St. Leger requires for 
his detachment, nor can I allow a regiment to remain without 
their furgeon; but if -the gentleman in qudtion chufes to 
rcfign his cornmiflion in the regiment he belongs to, in order 
to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, I fhail not 
object tt> it. 

I would (bggeft my wifhes, that you make the neccfiarj 
ftrringeteent for the forwarding of the provifions, which art 
to pals through this province for yotir army, after yon (hall 
be advanced, to which arrangement I (hall give all the tififU 
*nce in my power. 

I am, Sir, 
with great regard, &e. 

Guy Cajueton, 

Extrafl of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Luu\enant-G<* 
vernor Cram ache, dated Montreal, 9/6 June, 1777. 

GENERAL BURGOYNE having made a requifittqnfor 
a corvee of Canadians to aflift the tropps goipg upon an expe- 
dition under his command, I beg you will give orders, that 
the fttmoft diligence be uicd by the commiuary for the cor- 
vecs and all the officers of militia ; that a body of 500 be im- 
mediately drawn 4 from the <iiftrift of Quebec for this fervicc ; 
and as fpoa as they can he affetnbted, that they proceed with* 
out delay under proper leaders to St. John's, giving me and 
the commanding officer there *ri account thereof. I defire 

. tikeWilk 
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likewife that Mfc Baby be directed to fend me immediately a 
ftatp of the numbers of militia-men contained in the diftri&i 
of Quebec, and from thence up to. Three Rivers, 

Pleajb likewifc to fend me Mr. RouviUe's commiffion,. 
which is to be dated the fame as the others, mid that of Mr. 
Southern, to be dated the day of his prefatting has max- 
damns. v 

Understanding that the fhip with the. naval ftorea is ar* 
rivfed, Ifhould be glad that fuch part, as is requited for the , 

veflels upon the Upper Lakes bo {elected out of them, and") 
fent up Vith all expedition; the charge of it to be given to v 
CapUin Thomfon, who I intend to fend to thefe lakes, in 
orde^to procure from him an exact report of "the ftate and. 
condition of the veflels there. Mr. Rotation. will be able to 
aft$ him ia getting up the ftores from Quebec, &c« 



Copy if a Letter from Lieitttnant-Gpural Burgoyfte tc Sir Guy 
Garlcto^ t&rttrf Montreal, 71* June, 1777* 

SIR, 

HAVING had the honour to represent tq your ' Excel- 
lency the neceffity of being provided with, a certain number 
of horfes and carriages for the artillery, victual and. other in- 
difpenfible purpofes of the army, when it (hall be obliged to 
quit the bonders of the lakes and rivers; and having under- 
flood from your Excellency, that fuch provifion could not be 
made by the ordinary methods of corvee, and that if propofed. 
without compulsion to the country, the effect would be pre- 
carious, dilatory and expenfive, I have now the honour of 
laying before your Excellency propofals of contracts for an 
expeditious fupply of a neceffary number of horfes for the 
artillery, and 500 carts, with two horfes each,, for other pur- 
pofes. 

I am too ignorant of the prices of the country to offer any 
judgment upon the reafimablenefs of thefe propofals, iior have 
I any long acquaintance with Mr. Jordan^ or other motives 
for wiftiing him the preference, if other perfons can.be found 
equally capable, refponfihle and expeditious. I have only 
interfered thus far upon a conviction, after confidering the 
route the King's orders directs, and taking all poffible methods 
of information upon the fupply to be expected as we proceed, 
that to depend upon the country altogether would be to ha- 
zard the expedition, • 

3 Your 
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Your Excellency will obferve, that in order to feve the 

public expence as -much as poffible, I have reduced this re- 

quifition much below what would be adequate to the ferWce, 

naoaningto truft tothe rcfourcesof the expedition fot the reft. 

Fire, hundred carts will hardly carry 14 days provsfion at a 

time, and Major-General Philips means to demand as few 

horfes as poffible, fubjeft to whatever future augmentations 

future fervices may require. The preibnt number will be 

about four hundred. There will then remain unprovided for 

- (for expeditious movements) the tranfport of batteaux from 

. Lake George to Hudfon's river, and the carriage of the tents 

and baggage of the army, and many other contingencies I 

need not trouble your Excellency to point out to vou; ' 

I have the honour to be, with true refpeft, 

... J- BURGOYNE. 

Propqfals for fttrnifhing Horfts, Carriages and Drivers fir the 
Service of the Jrmy t on the Expedition under the Command of 
Lieutenant-General Burgoync, viz. 

. One "thoufand horfes with harnefs. 

Five hundred carts to carry cighthundrcd weight, drawn by 
two horfes. 

One driver to each cart. 

One half of the number to be rendezvoufed at Chatteau 
Quay, in 15 days from the date of the contraft ; the remain- 
der in 30 days. 

The carts and harnefs within the fame (pace, at St. John's. 

The commiffary appointed by the crown to grant a certi- 
ficate of the delivery. 

All horfesy carts, harnefs, &c. are to be kept compleat, and 
every incidental expence of condudors to be paid by the 
contraftor, except provifion for the drivers, and forage for 
the horfes. 

When the King's magazines cannot fupply forage with con- 
venience to the fervice, the contraftor is to have the liberty 
of doing it, and upon producing proper certificates, to be paid 
at the rate by which the King's magazines are to be fup- 
plied. 

The contra&or to be paid for this fervice at the rate of 
feven fhillings Halifax currency per day for each cart, with 
two horfes and driver, to commence from the day of ren- 
dezvous. 

All 
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All hories killed, dying in the fervice, or taken by the erie- 
*ny, to be paid for, on thofe cafes certified by the King** 
eqmmrffary, at the rate of ten pounds each, carts taken or de- 
ftrqyed, fiv^ pounds ; harntfs, three pounds. 

The corifcruCtors to be paid every two months by warrant 
granted Upon the Commiffary's certificate. 

This contraft td'be in force 150 day*. 

Penalty for performance, £. 
AfoHtrealy 

Propofuh for furmjhing Horfes and drivers for the Service of the 
Artillery, on the Expedition under the Command of Lieutenant* 
General Burgoyne^ v/*% 

Horfes 

One driver to every two horfes. 

One half of the number to rendezvous at Chatteau Gay itk 
15 days from date of the contraft; the remainder in 30 days* 

The commiflafy appointed by the Crown to grant a certi- 
ficate of the delivery. 

All horfes and .drivers to be kept compleat in number, and 
every incidental expenceof conductors to be paid by the con- 
tractor, except provisions for the drivers, and forage for the 
horfes. 

When the King's magazines cannot fupply forage, with 
convenience to the fervice, the contractor is to have a liberty 
of doing it, and upon producing proper certificates to be paid' 
at the rate by which the King's magazines are to be fupplied* 

The contractor to be paid for this fervice, at the rate of fix 
ihillings per day for every two horfes, and one driver, to com-* 
rnence from the day of rendezvous. 

All horfes killed, dying in the fervice, or taken by the ene* 
my, to be paid for on thofe cafes certified by the King's com* 
miliary, at the rate of ten pounds each. 

The contractors to be paid every two months by warrant 
granted upon the commiflary's certificate. 

This contraft to be in force 1 50 days. 

Penalty for performance, £. 
Montreal, 
<*hJunt,iiYi. 

f 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to lieutenant-General 
flurgpynz, dated Montreal, Jtb June, 1777. 

SIR, 
I J4AVE received your letter of this day's date on the fiib- 
' je& of a contraft for horfes for the artillery,, and other pur- 
pofes of the army, and enclofingpropofals for the fame. 

It is fufficient that you fee the neceffity of this meafure for 
my approving of it, and therefore I wifh you would con- 
clude fuch agreement as appears to you to dc juft and rea- 
fonable, and with fuch perfon as you mall think proper (there 
feems to me no caufe of objeftion either againft the terms or 
% perfon propofed) and I (hall be happy if any afliftance I can 
give may forward the bufinefs. 

I am Sir, &c. 

Guy Carleton. 



pxtrai? of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Sir Guy Cade- 
ton, dated ijtb Auguft, 1776. 

HIS Majefly being perfuaded, that at the time you ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonels Nefbit, Frafer, Powell and 
Gordon to aft as Brigadiers, you were fatisfied the fame 
Would be for the benefit of the fcrvice, has been pleafed to 
approve of their appointment, and they will accordingly re- 
ceive pay as fuch during their continuance in Canada. 

But I have his Majefty's orders to obferve to you, that 
whenever any of the faid officers fhall lead their brigades out 
of the province of Canada, in order to join the troops under 
General Howe, there will be a neceffity for their command 
ceafing as Brigadier, to prevent the impropriety of their 
bearing a higher rank and pay than feveralof the Lieutenant- 
colonels who are their feniors in that army. Your Excel- 
lency will therefore be pleafed to give fuch directions here- 
upon as you may judge moft expedient* 



ExtraS 
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ExtraS of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, dated March 25, 1777. 

I AGREE with your Excellency for the reafons ftated in 
your difpatch of 29th of November, that it is beft not to 
turn over the Englifh recruits of the 33d rtgitaent ; but I 
fhould think it advifeable, to diftribute the German recruits 
for that corps among the regiments ferving under your coip- 
mand, as the agent informs me, that under the idea that this 
meafure would be adopted, 'the officers recruiting for the 33d 
have for fonSe time been employed in railing men to replace 
them. 

Copy of a Litter from Captain Foy to Lieutenant Colonel St, 
Leger, dated Montreal, June 10, 1777. 

SIR, , 
I HAVE it in command to fend you the enclofed extraft 
of a letter from Lord George Germaine, containing the in- 
flruftions which is to be your guidance, when you mail pro- 
ceed upon the expedition which you are to command. 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

E. Foy. 



Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Cafrleton* to Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne, dated St, John's, June 13, 1777. 

SIR, ' 

THE Canadians which are to ferve on the expedition, 
going under your command, having been drafted from 
the militia of the feveral parifhes, upon promife of being 
allowed to return to their families by the -firft of No- 
vember, being the time they cxpeft the winter to fet ' 
in; and all thofe ordered, or to be ordered, upon corvtes, 
for different purpofes of the troops which pals the lakes, 
contenting to this fervice, upon the faith of being dif- 
mifled by the fame time, I am to requeft that you will allow 
both the one and the other to return accordingly, unlefs any 
of them fhall chafe to remain with you of their own fret 
will and inclination, 

I am, Sir, &c. 

G, Carle^on, 
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Copy of ft Letter from Lieutenant General Buigoyne to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated St. John's, Jun* 15, 1777* 

SIR, 
X AM ferry to inform your Excellency, that the, four men 
Of the Canadian company'*, whofe names are cnclofed, de- 
bited laft night, with their arms, proyifions, and every other 
article they had. 

I trouble your Excellency qrith the report, thinking that if 
Me pr more of thefe men could be apprehended, they would 
be very proper fubje&s for an example ; and I fhould have no 
fcruple in trying them by a court martial; it is fuppofed they 
a*e gone dire&ly home; and I fubqait to your Excellency, 
Whether a party fent dire&ly to their parities, might not have 
gobdeffea. 

I have the honour to be f with great refpeffc, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient tumble fervsat, 
}. Biulgoyxe, 

P. S. Yon will e*cufe my paper and pen, being jufl: embark* 

ljig. 

popy of a Letter from Sir Guy Gaiieton to Lieuteuaw-Generd 
Buigoyne, dated, Montreal, June 17, 1777, 

SIR- . 
I HAVE received your letter, inclofing a lift of deferters 
from the companies of Canadians, under, your coinxnand. 
No time has been loft in giving orders for every po/Sble 
means to be ufed to apprehend them ; and at whatever time 
jthey are taken, they fcall be feat to you, to proceed againft 
fhcifr as y<fu (hall think proper. 

• lam, Sir, &c. 

G. Carleton. 



9*9 
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£»# jf Ltittrfrm Mqvrr-Gtneral Philips to S/r Guy Carle* 
ton, «£tfftf St. John's, June 17, 1777, 

SIR, 

I T AK$ the liberty, with great rejfpelt, to report to your 
ExceUeocy, that unlefi you are fogood to oitfer the 29th re- 
giment to St. John's, for two months, to affift the tranfport 
of the expedition, it wiU be impoffible the fervice can go on 5 
that regiment encamping here for the fummer months, will ' 
expedite every fervice here, and the 31ft regiment may do 
the duty of the garriibn ; fo much it is neceffary, that I fhalL 
be obliged to keep a battalion from croffing the Lake, until 
your Excellency is fo good to (end the 29th regiment, which 
may move even by companies, fuppofing the regiment cannot 
aiTemble cafily together. 

As your Excellency has catrufted to roe during the winter, 
the care of the pofts, it has given me fuch knowledge, that I 
will venture to offer, for your Excellency's confideration, that 
the 31ft regiment be ordered to take up the following chain,, 
obferving, that the company at Point aux Fer may or may 
not be withdrawn hereafter, as your Excellency (hall fee 
proper, as the poft is ftrong and fecure ; but at prefent it is 
of abfolute. neceffity there mould, be a company at Point aux 
Fer, as it is an intermediate depot between St. John and 
Crown Point, 

Pofts to be occupied by the 31ft regiment, Junfe, 1777. 

Companies. 

£oint aux Fer --- -- 1 

Ifle aux Noix -------*• - 2 

St John's --------.- - 4 

Chambly r .-^- -•-.-- 1 

8 
Sorel the additional company of the regiment - 1 

Total 9 

Should your Excellency be pleafcd to allow of this diftrl- 
bution, I will requeft your Excellency will fend me, by 
ucprefs, your approbation, and I will direft the route of the _ 

31ft accordingly. ~* 

r ' ' * I will 
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I will venture to offer an opinion relating to the detach- 
ment of the fix regiments which are on the expedition, 
namely, the 9th, 20th, 21ft, 47th, 53d, 62d. It is, that they 
be ordered diredly to Montreal, where the hofpital is, and 
where there is an excellent barrack to receive them as they 
recover j and your Excellency is fenfible thefe detachments 
are compofed of the fick men from each of the fix regiments. 
I apprehend the German detachment to be much the fame; and 
unlefs the men are together in one body, 1 greatly fear they 
never will be ferviceable. 

I truft to your Excellency's goodnefs to pardon this intru- 
fion on your time ; it is great refpefi and fincere attention for 
your Excellency which di&ates every line I ever write to your 
Excellency. 

I will hope an immediate anfwer to this letter, as I mud ar- 
range the movement of Brigadier General Hamilton's brigade 
accordingly. I have the honour to be, Sir* 
With the greateft refpaft, 
Your Excellency's moft 
Obedient and humble fervant, 
W. Philips. 



Copy §f a Letter frem Majvr General Philips u Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated St. John's, 17/A June, 1777. 

SIR, 

IT is with great relu&aace I write, when I am obliged 
to give your Excellency fo much trouble; but I am un- 
der the neceffity of reporting to your Excellency, that I 
have received reports from the Quarter-mafter-general's affi- 
ft?nts, that the corvees.neceflary for the tranfport of the army 
from Chambly to the Portage, and from the Portage to this 
place, are moft of them run away, in fuch manner that the 
tranfport of provifibns is nearly flopped ; and I am appre- 
henfive, unlefs means be found to forward on this fervice, 
that the army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne may 
(hortly want provifions. 

I would offer to your Excellency's confideration, whether 
part of Brigadier Genera] Maclean's corps fhould not be or- 
dered to the fouth of the river St. Lawrence, and on the pa- 
ri(hes on both fides of the river Sorel, to enforce fuch orders 
for the neceflary corvees required, as will enable this fervice 
to go on. 

I had 
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I had the honour to fend to your Excellency an expfefs this 
day, requefting the 29th regiment to be fent to St. John's, in 
order jjthat by detachments ta St Therefe the communication 
and corvees may be kept on for the tranfport of provifions 
and ftores. I have been obliged to order the tad regiment 
to remain behind for fome days, in hopes the 29th will foon 
relieve it. 

Major St. George Dupr£, commiffary of the tranfport of 
the army by corvees, can never be of any ufe remaining in 
Montreal ; 1 will hope your Excellency will have the good- 
nefs to order him upon the communication on the Sore), and 
the fouth of the river St. Lawrence, as Verchers, Varennes, 
Boucherville, Longueuil, La Prarie, in order by his prefence 
and by his a&ivity he may urge on the different corvees, 
without which, I muft repeat, to be really under apprehenfions 
the fupply of the troops at Crown Point. 

If Brigadier General Macleane was to refide a few days at 
Chambly, it might perhaps be of ufe, by giving countenance 
and prote&ion to the officers of militia in the execution of 
their orders. 

I repeat how extremely forry I am to be obliged to write 
thus, which nothing bpt the real ftate of fails fnould oblige 
me to do. I have the honour to be, 

Sir, £ft. &c. 

W. Philips. 

Copy of a Litter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General 
Philips, dated Montreal, i$tb June, 1777. 

SIR, 

I RECEIVED one letter from you of yefterday's date late 
laft night, and another this morning. 

As it is my earneft defire to give every affiftance to the ex* 
pedition under General Burgoyne, the 29th regiment {hall 
move immediately, and encamp at St. Therefe, about half 
way between Chamblee and St. John's, being the propereft 
place for that communication. 

The 31ft regiment fliall be difpofed of as you propofe, ex- 
cept as to Point au Fer, which is contrary to my orders ; 
aut if you find that a company can be of ufe at Riviere la 
^olle, <Jne (hall be fent there. The emigrants, or the greateft 
>art, fliall crofs to the fouth fide, for the purpofe you defire ; 
md Mr, St. George fliall go oVer there, to attend to that fer- 

% vice, v 
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vice* asfhallalfo Brigadier Macleane* to girt every aififtance 
in his power. 

I fliould be glad you would order the detachment of tbe 

*cth and aift to move drredJy to this place, where the other 

' fimilar detachments (except that of the 6ad, which I (halt 

order to Quebec) ihau alfo be aflembled, agreeable to your 

propofition. lam, Sir, * 

With great refpeft. 

Your merit* fif*. 

G. C. 



COPT of ORDEkS. 

Montreal, %tb June, 1777. 

Parole St. Anne and Bofton* 

THE 31ft regiment is to take and to move immediately to 
the pofts of St. John and the Ifie aux Noix, four companies 
to each place, one company of thofe at Ifle aux Noix to move 
to Riviere la Colic, in cafe Major General Philips flull 
think it neceflary, and fignify the lame to them. The com* 
pantes at all tbefe pofts to be aiding and affiftrng in the tran- 
sport of provifions, ftorcs, and all things, paffing for tbe 
troops under the command of Lieutenant General Burgoype. 

1 be 29th regiment to march .and encamp at or near St. 
Therefe, detaching two companies to Chambly; this regi- 
ment will Hkewifc be aiding and affifting in forwarding every 
thing neceflary for General Burgoyne's troops. The royal 
Highland emigrants will detach a company to Sprel, for the 
like fervices ; and Brigadier General Macleane will make artour 
to the place on that river, and order fuch further part of his 
regiment to take pofts there as he finds may be qecefiary for I 
the above purpofe*, or for affifting th^ officers of militia, and I 
executing orders fent to them. Mr. St. George Dupr£, com- | 
miflary for the tranfport, will pals overtothc fouth fide of the 
river St. Lawrence, and ufe his titmoft diligence to forward* 
thefc fervices, and to fee that the different corvees are fup-. 
plied, demanding the affiftance of the neareft troops when/ 
it may be neceflary, who are to comply with fuch requeft as 
he fhall make. 
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C*/y 0/ a Letter from Major General Philips to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated Su John's, xqth June, 17771 

SIR, 

I JUST now received your Excellency's letter and orders 
of the 18th inrtant, and I fend off an officer exprefs, that he 
may return on the inftant, fo that I may be able to leave St. 
John's to-morrow, convinced,' I hope, that every arrange- 
ment has met your Excellency's approbation : I have always 
offered my opinions with the utmoft refpedt, and it has ever 
been the greateft fatisfadion to me, when they have at all co- 
incided with thofe of ybur Excellency. r 

Two companies of the 29th regiment being ordered by 
your Excellency to Chambly, of which I am very glad, will 
allow the 31ft regiment to be divided equally, four companies 
to St. John's, and four companies to the Ifle aux Noix, 
which (hall take place the inftant the 29th regiment arrives. 

I will venture to trefpafs upon your Excellency's goodnefs 
to allow my requeft, that the remaining fix companies of the 
29th regiment may be divided, 

< One to the Little Portage ; 

One to the Upper Portage 5 
Four to St. John's. 

The reafon for this arrangement is, that being fo polled, 
they will communicate from Chambly to the Ifle aux Noix, 
in the tranfport of provifions and ftores for Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's expedition ; and I beg to a flu re your Ex- 
cellency, that it is not upon flight grounds I have formed my 
wifhes upon this fubjeft, but upon mature deliberation, and 
with the advice of every perfon concerned in the different 
tranfports here ; and it is meant not to employ the 29th re- 
giment other than for this duty, the 31ft being the garrifon 
of this place and the Ifle aux Noix, will have fufficient du- 
ty in that fervice ; I will therefore ftill hope that your Ex- 
cellency will be f© good to allow of this diftribution of the 
29th regiment. 

I have but one more article to trouble your Excellency 
upon, which is that of Point au Fer ; it is at prefent a depdt 
for provifions being lodged. there when the wind will not per- 
mit the veflels to go further, in order not to lofe time, as alfo 
for artillery ftores ; there are alfo rafts made there for tran- 
fporting the provifion-carts belonging to Mr. Jordan, and 
many other articles for the public fervice. 
Vol. VIII. R r Will 
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Wilj you therefore^ Sir, permit rac to moft refpeftfully rc- 
queft your Excellency to lend a company from the 31ft at the 
Ifle aux Noix, to take charge of this pott, which becomes (ev 
rious, from the reafons I have given. May I prefume to offer 
my opinion, that although Point au Fer is beyond the latitu- 
dinal limits of the province, it is certainly within the frontier, 
which I have ever conceived to extend to CrpWn Point and 
Ticonderoga, This duty will be required only for a. few 
weeks } the company may return to its ftatioh at Ifle aux 
Jtfoix, and ih the mean time be of eflential ufe to the fcrvice. 

I had the honour to write to your Excellency this morning, 
informing yt|p, Sir, that I had ordered the detachments of 
the 2cth, 21ft, and 53d regiments to move to Sorel, to be in 
readinefs there for further orders, which I have -now received 
from your Excellency, that they are to be quartered at Mon- 
treal. I ftill continue their rout for Sorel by water, as it is 
• ^ the cafieft for the ficlc, whicih the furgeons here have reported 
upon, and rcquefled that mode of conveyance, and it will pre- 
vent all interference with the tranfport of the army by land- 
f arrjage, I have directed Lieutenant Duport, affiftant to the 
quarter-mafter-general at Sorel, to affift in forwarding the rout 
of thefe detachments to Montreal ; and I will ftill requeft ft 
furgepn's mate from the hofpital may be fent with medicines, 
to meet them there in cafe they fhould ftand in need. 

I am now to take my leave of your Excellency, which I 
do with the moft fincere feelings of gratitude for a thoufsmd 
x favours and a&s of friendship you have conferred upon me* 

I (hall not fail to report to Lieutenant General Burgoynb 
your Excellency's marked goodnefs to him, in ordering the 29th 
jegiment, and the emigrants, with Brigadier General Ma- 
cleane, to affift the tranfport for the fervice of his expedition 5 
I am fure he wilj have every grateful feeling upon the occafidn. 

1 hear >our Excellency intends to (lay fome days at Mon- 
treal, at which I exceedingly rejoice, as the confequence of 
your prefepee in this part of the province at prefent, from the 
dignity of your fituation, cannot fail of being of real ufe. 
I have the honour to be, 

Sir, &c. 

Wm. Philips. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General 

Philips, dated (Quebec, 26/* June, 1777, 

olK , 

YOUR difpatches of the 19th of June arrived at Mon- 

fre^l after I was fct out ? which has prevented my afcfweririg 

* fhem 
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tjbcgft foonej;. Orders arc given for. moving the 29th regi- 
jpent exactly as you defired* and you may difpofe of a com- 
pany of the jift regiment at Point au Fcr, is. I am fully per- 
luaded of the utility of fuch & ftep \ but I (hall lay the Mame, 
if any be imputed to me for exceeding my orders, upon you. 
. I deiire you will remind General fiurgoyne to fend me a 
ftatc of the troops under his command after the recruits noW 
on their way have joined hiip, as I intend to complete his re* 
giments from the beft men of the additional companies* 
I am^ Sir, with great regard, * 

Your moft, &c . 

G. C. 

<fyy of a LtWr from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant Cental 
Burgoyne, dated Quebec 26/A June, 1777* 

SIR, • 
Mr. JORDAN being under apprehenfions of not being 
able to find the number of men which he {hall want for his 
Aorfes, has applied to me to order him from the country a* 
jnany as will rnafce up his deficiency ; but I few great impro- 
priety in commanding people for fupplying a purpofe for wnich 
you nad made a contra&, as I do great inconveniencies which 
inuft arife from ordering corv6es, one part of which is to be 
paid, while others are not ; mean time, in order to forward the 

iervice which Mr. Jordan has undertaken, as much as I could, 
I have given him permiflion to employ any part of the cor- ' 
yee ordered for your army to which no particular duty had 
teen affigned by you, which he (hall require, to affift in con- 
ducing his horfes to you. 

Two hundred and forty-eight men, of five hundred, 
prdered from this diftrift, are already fet out for St. John's, 
and two hundred and three are now here to fet out to-day or 
to-morrow, ajtd forty-four have been fent to replace deferters. 

1 am, with great regard, 

Sir, &c • fcfr. , 

G. C. 

Extraii of a Letter from Lord George Germaine to Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, dated Whitehall, 18/A May, 1777, 

YOUR fecret letter of the ad April, together with its two 
inclofures, are received, and 1 have had the honour of laying 
them before his Majefty. 

Rra At 
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As you muft, from your fituation and military (kill, he a 
competent judge of the propriety of every plan, his Majefty 
does not hefitate to approve the alterations which you pro- 
popofe $ trailing, however, that whatever you may meditate, 
it will be executed in time for you to co-operate iwith the ar- 
my ordered to proceed from Canada, and put itfelf under your 
command. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint you, that his Majefty en- 
tirely approves of your letter to Sir Guy Carleton. 

Copy 9f the Inrollmtnt if CommijJUn to Lord Vifcount Howe, 
and General William Howe, dated btb May, 16 Geo. III. 

Fourth Part of Inrollments of Patents of the Sixteenth Year 
of the Reign of King George the Third. 

Rkhtra Lord v* > GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of 

3w^Ho^f GodofGreatB " cai n* Francc and Ire,and 
CoaunUfion. J King, Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, 
To our right, trufty, and well-beloved coufm and counfellor, 
Richard Lord Vifcount Howe of our kingdom of Ireland, and 
to our trufty and well- beloved William Howe, Efqutre, Ma- 
jor-Genera) of our forces, and General of our forces in North 
America only, greeting. Whereas a wicked and daring re- 
bellion hath been raifed in our colonies and provinces of New- 
Hampfhire, Maflachufets-Bay, Rhode-Iflahd, Connedicut, 
New- York, New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three lower coun- 
ties of Newcaftle, Kept, and Suflex, on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Geor-"- 

5jia ; and the rebels have taken pofleflion of many parts of the 
aid colonies and provinces, and traiteroufly ufurped the go- 
vernment thereof, whereby it hath become neceflary to fup- 
prefs by force of arms the faid rebellion, and to reduce the 
faid colonies to a ftate of due obedience to our laws. And 
whereas we are notwithstanding earneftly dcfirous to deliver 
all our fubje£ts, and every part of the dominions belonging to 
our crown, from the calamities of war, and other oppreffions 
which they now undergo, and to reftore tbem fo our protec- 
tion and peace, as foon as the faid rebellious force {hall be r*» 
moved, and the juft authority of our laws may be replaced : 
We therefore repofing efpecial truft and confidence in your 
wifdom, circumfpe&ion, diligence, and loyalty, have nomi- 
nated and appointed, and by thefe prefents we do nominate 
and appoint you the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe, and 

you 
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'ou the faid William Howe, and each of you, jointly and 
everally to be our commiffioner and commiffioners in that 
>ehalf, to do, perform, and execute all the powers and ?utho- 
ities hereby intrufted and committed to you and each of you, 
he faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, 
iccording to the tenor of thefe our letters patent, and of fuch 
urther inftru&ions as you fhall from time to time receive^ un- 
ler our fignct or fign manual. And whereas we being gra- 
rioufly inclined to extend our royal clemency to all thofe who 
lave been hurried away from their juft obedience to the laws, 
>y the turnult and diforder of the times, or who are defirous, 
)y a fpeedy return to their duty, to obtain forgivenefs, do 
rouchfafe, and are willing to grant, our free and general par- v 

Ion to fuch perfons and defcriptions of men as aforefaid. We 
lave therefore thought fit to give and grant, and by thefe pre- 
fents we do accordingly give and grant unto you the faid Ri- 
chard Lord Vifcount Howe, and you the faid William Howe, 
and to each of you, full power, authority, and' licence, from 
time to time to. proclaim our faid general indulgence and par- 
don to fuch perfons, numbers, and defcriptions of perfons* 
with fuch limitations and exceptions therefrom, as, confi- ' 
rfering all the circumftances of time and place and occafion of 
publifhing the fame, to you the faid Richard Lord Vifcount' 
Howe, and William Howe, or, to either of you, {hall feem 
moft expedient j and to proclaim the fame in all fuch place 
or places within the faid colonies or provinces of New-Hamp- 
(hire, Maffachufets^Bay, Rhode-lfland, Connefiicut, New- 
York, New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three lower counties of 
Newcaftle, Kent, and Suflex, on Delaware, Maryland* 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, Georgia, or any 
of them refpe&ively, wherein it fhall feem expedient to you 
the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, 
or either of you, at your will and pleafure : and alfo to name 
and affign to our faid fubjeds, and every of them, fuch time 
as you die faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William < 
Howe, or either of you, (ball think fit, within whioh they 
(hall feverally and refpe&ively be admitted to fue out our faid 
general pardon in writing under the hands and feals of you 
the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, 
or either of you. And it is our further will and pleafure, 
and we do hereby authorife and appoint and give and grant 
full power, authority, and liberty unto you the faid Ri- 
chard Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, and to each 
of you, after fuch proclamation or proclamations made as 
aforefaid, to give and grant to all and lingular our faid fub*- 
jeds in the faid colonics or provinces of New-Hampfliire, 

Mafla- 
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Maffaciufets-Bay, Rhode-Mand, Conneaicut, Mew- York, 
New- Jerfey, Penrylvania, the three letter counties of New- 
caftle, Kent, and Su&x, on Delaware, Maryland* Virgin'^ 
JJcrth-Carolina, South- Carolina, and Georgia, our gencri 
pardon as aforefaid, to whom in your discretion, or in the 
discretion of either of you, it (ball feem meet, and to none 
other, to be made and pafled in due form, as follows: 
v GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of Grot 
f Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, 
*' and fo forth, to all men to whom theft prefents (bail cone, 
44 greeting. Know ye that we of our fpecial grace, certain 
** knowledge, and mere motion, and out of the zeal and.af- 
44 fe&ion which we have and bear to our fubjc&s, have pardon- 
44 ed, remifed, and reieafed, and by thefe prefents do pardon, 
44 remife, and reieafe, to A. B« of C. in the — -otherwuc 
" called, &r. or by whatfaever other name or firnam*,or ad- 
* 4 dition of name or fimaoic, dignity, office, or place the fcA 
«f A. B. fliall be reputed, called, or named, or heretpfort 
44 was reputed, called, or named, all and Angular treafons^ as 
44 well high treafons as petit treafons, rebellions, iniune&ons, 
44 and confpiracies agawft us, our crown and dignity ; arJ 
44 alfo all and all mariner of mifprifions of treafoh, or other 
44 mifprifions, by him the faid A* B. at any time heretofore 
♦ 4 had, done, or perpetrated, whether the faid A. B. of the pre- 
44 mifes, or an v of them, (hould have been indited, appealtd, 
44 fued, and adjudged outlawed, convided, condemned, or at- 
44 tainted, or not. We alfo pardon, remife, and rdeafe, by 
* thefe prefents, to the aforefaid A. B. all and Angular judg- 
44 merits, pains of death, punifhments, and iflues apd profits of 
44 all domains, manors, lands, tenements, and other, heredita- 
44 ments of him the faid A. B. on occa/ion of the prcmifes, 
•* or any of them, by him the faid A. B. forfeited or loft, 
44 and to us by reafon of the premifes due, belonging, or 
44 appertaining." And it is our further will and pleafurt, 
that fuch pardon, fliall be duly palled and made to fuch per- 

• fons, and to fuch number and description of perfons, and to 
each and every of them, as you the faid Richard Lord Vifcouo: 
'Howe and William Howe, or either of you, {hall think fit, un- 
der your hands and feals, or the hand and feal of either of you ; 
.which faid general pardon or pardons we hereby authoriie 
-and impower you, or either of you, to grant and pafs accor- 
dingly. And we do hereby ftridly charge and command you 
the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, and each 

. of you, from time to time to enquire diligently into tse 
-ftate and condition of the faid colonies and provinces, and cf 
<every county, town, port, diftrift and place, within tfee{aiK> 
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or any of them, refpeftively, and to receive and entertain 
all dutiful complaints and reprefentations made to you, or 
either of ydu, by the inhabitants thereof, and fafchftrtly tmi 
duly to tranfenit the fame to one of our principal fecretarie* 
of State, that fuch reformation and redrefs may follow there- 
upon, as the nature of the cafe (hall require : and it is our 
further will and plcafure, that you confer, as occafion teajr 
require, with our iubjefts in the faid provinces, or airj* 
of them, concerning fuch arrangements and regulations aSs 
may tehd to the advantage and ftability of the faid feverat » 
colonics and provinces, and to a lafttng union of each df 
thfcm, refpe&ively, with Great-Britain, upon the true prin- 
ciples of the conftitution ; and whenever it fhall appear to 
you the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, ofc 
either of ydti, that the faid rebellion is fo far fuppreffed in 
any of the faid colonies, or provinces, refpe&ively, that thfe 
inhabitants thereof may enjoy their rights and privileges in 
a dutifiil fubmiflion to our laws and government. It is our 
further will and pleafure, that you the faid Lord Vifcourtt 
"HoWe and William 'Howe,- or either of you, do fignify to 
the "governor, or lieutenant g6vernor, or Commander in ehitf 
for the time being, of fuch colony or province, refpe&ivdy, 
under the hands and feals of you the faid Lord Vifcouiit 
Howe and William 'Howe, or the hand and feal df either of 
you, that he do fiimmon and call together an affembly or ge- 
neral court of the faid province or colony ; and if the faid 
general court or affembly, being fo fummoned, fhall make 
tender of their duty and obedience, and fhall make ap- 
plication to you the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and Wil- 
liam Howe, or either of you, to have the reftraint upon their 
trade and intercourfc taken off, in fuch manner as fhall fttisfy 
you of their loyalty and obedience ; or although it fhouM 
happen, that the faid rebellion is notfo farfuppreffed, that tile 
inhabitants of every part of any of our faid provinces or colo- 
nies, refpe&ively, may enjoV the benefit of our gracious inten- 
tions for their relief ; yet it in certain parts or diftrifts, with- 
in any of the faid colonies or provinces, the inhabitants 
thereof (hall make tender of their duty and obedience, and 
fubmit thernfelvts to the magiftrates, legally empowered by 
us, and tQ the due and regular exercife ot our government 
and laws, In fuch manner as fhall give you the faid Lord 
Vifcount H&we and WiHiam Howe, or "either of you, fuf- 
ficient reafon to be fatisfied 6f the fincerity and permanency 
of their loyalty and obedience : in any, or either Of the faid 
pates, we do hereby authorize and inipower ydu the faid Lord 

Vif- 
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Vifcount Howe and William Howe, or either of yon, by 
open proclamation, in our name, from time to rime, to de- 
clare tfny fuch colony, province, county, town, port, dif- 
trift, or place, refpeftively, to be at our peace ; whereupon, 
and from and after the iffuing any fuch proclamation in any 
of the colonies or provinces, refpeftively, the further exe- 
cution of a certain aft made and paffed in the prefect par- 
liament, intituled an aft to prohibit all trade and intercourse 
with the colonies of New Hampfliire, Maflachufets Bay, 
Rhode Ifland, Connefticut, New- York, New Jerfey, Pen- 
fylvania, the three lower counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and 
Suffex, on Delaware^ Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, during the continuance of the 
' -prefent rebellion within the laid colonies, refpeftively, and 
for repealing an aft made in the fourteenth year of our reign, 
to difcontinue the landing and discharging, lading or /hipping 
.goods, wares, and merchandizes, at the town and within the 
harbour of Bofton, in the province of Maflachufets Bay; 
and alio two afts made in the laft feffion of parliament, for 
reft raining the trade and commerce of the colonies in the laid 
afts refpeftively mentioned ; and to enable any pcrfon or 
perfons appointed and authorifed by his Majefty to grant 
pardons, ^nd to iflue proclamations ih the cafes and for the 
purpofes therein mentioned, ihall, with refpeft to fuch co- 
lony or province, colonies or provinces, county, town, port, 
' diftrift, or place, refpeftively, and none other, ceafe, deter- 
mine, and be utterly void ; and we do hereby declare, ordain, 
and appoint, that you the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe 
and William Howe, and each of you, fhall and may hold, 
execute and enjoy the-office and place, and offices and places, 
of our commiffioner and commifConers, as herein mentioned, 
with all rights, members, and appurtenances whatfoever, 
together with all and fingular the powers and authorities 
hereby granted unto you, for and during our will and plea- 
fure, and no loriger. In witnefs, &c. 
Witnefs ourfelf at Weftminfter the fixth day of May. 

BytheKINGhimfclf. 
Examined with the record. 
Ch arls Daves, one of the Clerks of the Petty Bagg. 

To the Right Honourable Lord George Germaine, &c. 

My Lord, New-Tork^ December 22, 1776- 

BY our laft difpatch, dated the 30th of November, we 
had the honour to communicate to your Lordfhip a procla- 
mation, which we had judged proper to be iffued, limiting 

the 
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the rjaae within which his Majefty's general pardon ffio»ld he 
gramed, to fixty days. It is with the greateft fetisfaftion we 
now inform your Lord&ip of the fuccefs of that meafure. A 
very considerable number of perfons, who had been a&ive 
in the rebeUjen* particularly in this province, and that of 
the Jerfeys, have already fubferibed the declaration of alle- 
giance ; and his Majesty's pardons, according to the form 
prefcribed io> oar commiffion, are made out, and given as 
faft as the neceffary certificates are produced. 

The whole of the Jerfeys, except a very inconfiderable 
part, which we think muft of courfe follow, has fubmitted ; 
and of the, province of Penfylvania, which his Majefty's 
forces have not yet entered, feveral perfons of property (and 
alio of -weight in the country, fo long as any apparent defire 1 

to obtain reasonable terms of accommodation fubiifted) have 
fubferibed the declaration. 

A» we have not yet received the returns of fubmiffions 
from the gentlemen authorifed to take them, it is not in our 
power to traftfmitft complete lift, nor even to afcertain the 
numbers ; . but we may perhaps judge it proper to trouble 
your Lordftri£ therewith by a future opportunity, when the 
difpojfuioo of the people at large may be more fully deter- 
mined. In die mean time, we can only fay, that, from the 
fuccefsful circulation of the proclamation, at leaft in the 
neighbouring provinces ; and from the avidity with which 
the terms or it have been hitherto embraced, we have reafon 
to conclude, that very material good confecjuences will accrue 
from it before the fixty d^ys (hall be expired. We do not 
indeed flatter ourfelves, that it will effeft fuch a general fub- 
rniffion throughout the continent, elpecially in the diftant 
provinces, as the lenity of it ought to induce. We fhall be 
happy however, if a meafure, founded upon hjs Majefty's 
moil gracious plan of mercy, fhould fo far fuccecd, as to 
prevent, even in the fmalleft degree, the effufion of blood, 
and promote the reftoration of public tranquility in any of 
his Majefty's colonies. We have the honour to be, &c. 

Howe, 

William Howe, 

January 26* 
Private bufinefi. 

January 27. 
Colonel Barre faid, that it appeared to him, the papers pro- Col. Ban t 
duced upon the table, were in many parts defeftive, erro- 
neous and unfatisfa&ory. The information granted to the 
Vol. VIII. Ss Houfe 
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Houfe was not complied with ; and the appointed enquiry 
was, in effect, defeated, by witholding the intelligence and 
materials neceffary thereto. In particular, the accounts, of 
the army expenditure were fo incorrect, that no credit was 
given, nor notice made of the livings of the pay to foreign 
troops, by decrcafe of number from death, defbraon, captivity 
and other caufes. Such favings were noticed in the accounts of 
the Britifli troops, and he thought it fomewhat extraordinary 
that the one fhould be accounted for, and not the other ; at 
the fame time remarking that the returns of the foreign troops 
were alfo very incorrect. Numberlefs chafms appeared, 
which he could not fill up, gaps which he could not fupply, 
and fo ftrangely and inaccurately were they framed upon the 
whole, that no certain informatioh could be drawn from them. 
He continued to obferve, that other accounts moved for, and 
granted to the Houfe, had been totally witheld. He had 
himfelf, almoft two months ago moved, " That an account 
of all the contracts iflued from the treafury -office, towards 
Supplying the army in America with ftores and provifions, 
and the perfons appointed to aft in the commifiariot, whether 
victuallers, agents, commifiaries of ftores, or clerks of ftores, 
&c. from September 29, 1774, to September 29, 1777, be 
laid before the Houfe." None of thefe, however, were yet 
laid upon the table ; and notwithftanding the day of en- 
quiry was fo near, no reafon was affigned why they were 
witheld, nor promife made of their immediate appearance. 

He cenfured the conduct of adminiftration, as very unwar- 
rantable, and. reminded the Houfe, as it was their pleafure to 
vote the army eftimates at the beginning of each feffion, fo it 
was their duty to fee, that the money fo granted was properly 
applied. He therefore, before any other official papers from 
the military department were taken intoconfideration, thought 
it both proper and necefiary, that all official documents re- 
lpecting the foreign troops, in our pay ; of refpits, hofpitals, 
&c. fhould be laid before the Houfe. A noble Lord, Whom 
he did not fee in his place [Lord George Germaine] he nnder- 
ftood was abfenton account of a domeftic misfortune; but as 
the public had met with a national calamity, he fhould never 
receive it as a fufficient reafon for witholding information 
from the Houfe at fo alarming a period, 
f^rd Jfor Lord Barrington accounted forthcomiffion of thofe favings, 
rkpmu Yyj obferving, that they went by agreement to the princes 
who furnifhed us thofe troops as a compenfation for recruit- 
ing them ; be alfo argued the propriety of this agreement 
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rom the ulage univerfally adopted in this kingddrn with re- 
peat to the fervice, where the pay of the deficient men is al- 
ways allowed to. each regiment as a coitipenfation for the re- » 
:ruiting fervice. 

Colonel Barri replied, that if the noble Lord would look CoLSjitA 
uto the treaties between our court and the German dates, he 
would find, that Government was to pay diftinft for t the re- 
routing fervice, and that confequently thofe powers could 
lave but one demand Upon us. If -we were to keep up and 
etum the corps complete, moft certainly we were intitled to 
he fund appropriated to that fervice, which was the pay of 
he deficient numbers. Indeed the German princes had put 
he matter beyond a poffibilijty of doubt ; for they had ex- 
>refsly ffipulatcd, fo much for a man killed, and fo much for 
1 man wounded and rendered unferviceable. 

He alluded next to the motion made for laying before the 
rloufe fuch papers as might be neceffary to give an infight in- 
:o the aftual -ftate of the nation : it was now a long time, 
nght weeks, fince the Houfe had ordered in thefe papers ; the 
sarly adjournment had been propofed in order to afford time 
fufficientfor getting them ready, and after all there was not a * 
(ingle paper relative to that bufinefs on the table ; he fuppo- 
fed that they were to be brought in perhaps the day before the 
inquiry, and accufed the minifter of unfair dealing , in not 
ubmitting them fooner to public infpe&ion, that^, in fo 
weighty a matter, gentlemen might have time to perufe and 
iigeft them, and thereby be enabled to form a proper idea of 
:he real ftate of the nation. 

Lord North faid, he was of opinion that the gentleman, by L4« Ntrtb* 
whom the motion alluded to had been made, was not, at the 
ime he made it, thoroughly aware of its great extent. Con- 
:ra£ts for cloathing, victualling and fupplyingthe troops with 
*ura, porter, &c. &c. together with the minutes of the trea- 
sury relative to all fuch contracts, for four entire years, have 
jeea called for. To obey the order of the Home required 
nore time than at firft had been fuppofed. > They were not 
ret ready ; in a very few days they would ; and then gentle- 
nen would be convinced, that being fcr prodigioufly volu- 
ninous, it was abfolutely impoffible they could have been 
>roduced fooner. He did not wifh to evade the enquiry, as 
lad been infinuated by the honourable gentleman ; and 
herefore he would hot mbmit to the- charge, however fami- 
iar fuch insinuations were become to him. It was his fincere 
iefirc to comply, as ftriftly as poffible, with the orders of the 

S s a Houfc, 
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Houfe, yet he did not think himfelf refponfible for any in- 
corrc&nek which might appear to the honourable gentleman ; 
but he aflured every fide of the Houfe, that nothing ibould be 
wanting, that depended on him, to give the Houfe every pof- 
fible fatisfa&ion. 
Cot Barr/. Colonel Barri faggefted, that it would have been more can- 
did in the noble Lord to have told the Houfe at firft, that die 
papers could not be ready by the time fpecified in the mo- 
tion; and that therefore it would be neceffary to appoint a 
longer day. It was evident however, that die noble Lord was 
full as ignorant of the extent of the order, when it was made, 
as he was, or be would have urged hit obje&ions at the time, 
but he did not even hint a doubt of the order being fully 
complied with. This was a fpecies of candour which had 
often been experienced from his Lordfhip. 

General Come*} fpoke to the defeSs in the accounts already 
before the Houfe ; he faid, that it was impoffible that the 
commander in chief could be ignorant 6f the number of his 
forces, whether national or foreign, aqdxonfequently of the 
loffes they had fuftained ; otherwife it would be impoffibk for 
him to know whether any particular detachment he ordered 
upon doty,, were equal to the tarfk impofed on them : .fuch ig- 
norance could not, in the nature of things, be attributed to 
the commanders. He had the honour at times to command 
detachments made tip of troops of different nations ; but he 
always was thoroughly acquainted with 4he number of his 
men. The numbers tent to America, and thofe contained in 
the laft returns, differed moft effentiaJly : there was a diffe- 
rence of no iefs than 1 8 or 20,000 men, who muft naturally be 
fuppofed to be loft during the feveral campaigns : It was 
therefore the duly of Parliament to infill on an explanation of 
a matter fo highly important. 

Lord Barr'mgton adverted to Colonel Barrels obfcrvations 
relative to the omiffion of the favings from the pay of the fo- 
reign troops. He informed the Houfe, that fuch numbers of 
recruits had been fent over by the different princes to whom 
thofe troops belonged, that there were no deficiencies in num- 
bers, and consequently no favings from their pay. 

Colonel Barri obferved, that from the time the foreign 
troops had fcfFered loffes, to the time fuch loffes were figmfrei 
to their refpe&ive fovereigns ; and from the day of fuch in- 
formation to the day that the loft men were replaced, there 
rauft neceffarily have elapfed a very confiderabie time ; acd 
that confeqjueudy there muft have toe* very CfiufiidOTbfc 
laving^ made during that period. 

\ Lord 
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•Lord Barriftgtan Said, that by treaty fuch Savings wdre to be Lord Bar- 
appropriated to levying recruits ; as iimilar Savings in Britifh r ** r "- J 
regiments were converted to iimilar ufcs. 

Colond Barri again reminded the noble Lord of his mi- Col. B*rr£. 
ftake, and defired him to confult the treaties, and he would 
find, that all the nevp levies were to be made at the expence of 
Great Britain. To this he received no reply. 

Mr. Fox then roSe, and premifed his motion with lament- Mr. Ffcr. 
ing, that the noble Lord [Lord G. Germaine] was not in his 
place ; especially as he underftood, that his abfence arofe from 
a family misfortune. The reafon however, which induced 
him to make his motion, arofe from a calamity of a higher 
and more extenfive nature, no lefs than the calamity of his 
country. His reafon for troubling the Houfe was to enquire 
into the total lofs, or rather extin&ion of a Britifh army. 
He fhould therefore make no apology for renewing his men 
tipn, becaufe he was Sufficiently Satisfied, that though the no- 
ble Lord could not attend, his particular Sentiments on the 
matter were well known. He humourouily observed, that as 
he wifhed well to his motion, lb he could not poffibly find a 
mote proper perSon to Second it than the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon, who laft week confefled himfelf a friend to it ; 
though the noble Lord experienced fad reveries in other 
places, yet in that Houfe he never appeared in any other 
charader than that of a. conqueror ; he therefore recom- 
mended his motion to his patronage ; as under his protection 
it would infallibly be infured againft misfortune: he then 
* moved, " That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
lefty, requefting that he will be gracioufly pleaSed to order 
the proper officer to lay before the HouSe copies of instruc- 
tions given to Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, together with 
Such parts of Sir William Howe's inftruftions, as related to a 
co-operation with the former." 

Colonel Luttrell expreffed his abhorrence of principles coi.t«r- 
which led gentlemen to Support rebellion ; a rebellion which trdi 
fhould meet with every loyal Subjeft's execration; a rebel- 
lion, for which any man fhould blufh to be an advocate ; a 
rebellion, the promoters of which ought not to fhew their 
frees, but conceal them in dens and lurking holes. He could 
pot, confiftent with the duty which he owed his Sovereign and 
the conftitution, remain filent, when he Saw a Set of men 
combined together to betray their country. Placemen with- 
out places; orators who Spent thei retime inftudying inflam- 
matory Speeches, and expending their incomes in having them 
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1 publifhed in the news-papers ; rhetoricians, who got tkeir 

livelihood by publifhing their fpeeches jn Parliament; abet- 
tors of treafon and rebellion, combined purpofely for lite ruin 
of their country. • 

[Here he was violently called to order, and the Houfe 
feepied for fome time in a kind of ferment.] 

Mr. Charts: ]yj r . Charles Turner repeated the words of Colonel Luttrell 
Mrner ' which had given fo much offence, which he had taken down 
in writing ; and after fhewing the very great infult offered to 
a refpeftable number of gentlemen, he, to mend the matter, 
and (hew where the fault lay, faid, that in his confcience he 
was convinced jthat the miniftry were combined /to betray 
their country. 

[This produced as violent an outcry as Colonel LuttrelPs 
aflertion, and threw the Houfe into the utmoft confufion ; 
nothing for a long time could be heard but Order , order. Chair, 
chair. The Speaker at length appeafed the tumulr, and faid, 
that he imagined the Colonel did not mean what he had (kid 
as an infult, and that his idea did not, he dared to fay, go as 
far as his words feemed to convey it.] 

Mr.Fi* Mr. Fox hoped, the Houfe would believe, he did not rife 
to take notice of the generous and gentleman-like epithets 
thrown out by the honourable gentleman ; he confidered them 
unworthy either of his attention, or the notice of the Houfe, 
which had exerted itfelf fo warmly to reftore order. But in- 
dependent of all this noife and paflion, he could not but be fur- 
unfed, that becaufe a motion came from his fide of the Houfe, 
it (hould be disregarded. This was a matter of ferious con- 
cern, and, if once admitted, would preclude all further 
debate. If he, or any gentleman, in oppofition, and 
a&uated by that duty which his truft, as the reprefentative of 
his conftituents, (he free commons of England, bound him to, 
fhoukl make motions relative to the good of the realm, to no 
other purpofc than to provoke the indignation, mockery and 
contempt of thofe who differed from him ! 

Col. z,*/. Colonel Luttrell faid, that the honourable" gentleman [Mr. 

treB - Fox] had always declared himfelf a friend to revolted Ame- 

rica : a friend to the revolted, without any particular friend- 
fhip for them, muft certainly be a friend to the revolt; what 
then could he call fuch people but traitors ? [He was again 
called to order.] 
Mi. Fix. Mr. Fox urged the great difference between a friend to re- 
volted America, and a friend to Hancock and Adams, and the * 
other feditiOus leaders of the revolt. He flood, he faid, in 

the 
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the former predicament ;• and the minifter in the latter. He. 
would have conciliated the aflfe&ions of America in time, and 
prevented at once the difmal confequences, which have re- 
sulted from oppofite meafures, and thereby have checked the 
growing power of faftion ; but the minifter, more a friend to 
Hancock and Adams, and their adherents, than to America or 
Great Britain, had taken every poflible ftep to unite the co- 
lonies in the plan of independence ; and to aggrandize thofe 
men, who, without the affiftance given them in almoft every 
aft of government before and during the conteft, muft have 
remained at this day in the fituation of private gentlemen, in- 
ftead of a£ting, as they do now, one of the greateft parts on 
the great theatre of the werld. As to the accufatiou of his be- 
ing an orator by trade, it was evident by the honourable 
gentleman's words, it was a trade he did not live by, as he was 
pleafed to defcribe him as a placeman out of place ; and as to 
the guilt of oratory, he pre/umed the charge would fall as . 
juftlv upon the noble Lord at the head of the treafury, who 
had been as guilty of fpeaking with eloquence, as any gen- 
tleman on his fide of the Houfe, and who befides had com- 
mitted the crime to as great an advantage as any placeman . 
out of place could poffibly be fufpefted of doing. 

Lord North took upon him to accept the office impofed on W* Mr*. 
him by the gentleman who made the motion, namely, to fe- 
cond it, though he confeffed himfelf much lefs qualified for 
fuch a -taik than the honourable gentleman ; he had at firft faid, 
he would give his affeat to every enquiry that could be made 
into his conduct ; he vKJuld ftand to his word, nof wifh to 
fcreen himfelf from a fcvutiny which he was convinced would 
terminate to his honour : the noble Lord for the American 
department had authorifed him to afiure the Houfe, that he 
would not make the leaft opposition to the motion. The 
propriety or impropriety, the juftice or injuftice of the mea- 
sure, he would not take upon him to argue or eftablifti ; but 
this much he would infift on, that having ftrong objeftions to 
the time of making the motion, however inclined he might be 
to fupport it when carried, the Houfe fhould do him the ju- 
ftice to acknowledge that he was by no means inftru mental in 
bringing forward the enquiry : he infilled the more ftrongly 
on this, as his delicacy was not a little concerned in it ; fome 

gntlemen having been induced to think, from an expreffion in 
eneral Burgoyne's letter, that he put the affair upon this 
iffne, that either the mtniftry or himfelf were wrong ; that he 
having done all that could be drae by a man in his fituation, 
* . it 
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it were impoffible to caft any bJanie on his condnft. A* this 
was conftrued into an oblique reflection 00 adminiftratioo, be 
would not be fuppofed to act from pique or paflion : he 
therefore repeated it, that he expe&ed the Houfe would do 
him the juftice to bear teftimony hereafter, that he did not 
wifh to promote the enquiry at that feafon. 

? F UTt*' ^ ir ^ exan ^ er Leitb accufed the minifter of repelling infor- 
* * xnation ; faid, that wheq the troops now railing without the 
authority of Parliament fhould be embodied and completed, 
the Parliament could no longer be faid to be free and inde- 
pendent : that man, faid he, (pointing to (me of the fcrvants 
of the Houfe, who was bringing in candies for the Speaker** 
table) may be employed in lighting me to my prifon v to 
which I may be conducted by a guard of foldiera raifed with- 
out my confent. 

Ld. Nupnu £ ar ( Nugent condemned the meafure of the enquiry. It 
might probably go farther than the words at firft might feem 
to import. In the affair of Matthews and Leftock, the voice 
of the people yvasin favour of the former, for having, in their 
opinion, bravely afferted the rights of Great Britain, and 
humbled the French for taking our enemies under their pro- 
tection ; the latterwas looked upon as a man who had bafcly 
Strayed the, honour of hU country and his ibvereign, and 
cowardly deferted his commander in the moment of danger j 
yet, what was the copfequence ? Leftock was honourably ac- 
quitted, and an addrefs was preferred by the Commons to the 
King, requefting he would order a court-martial immediately 
to try Admiral Matthews. Such wm the flrange turn that 
affair took ; the prefent bufine fe might not take a le& extra- 
ordinary one. He was convinced the gallant Btogpyne had 
done all that man could do* He might indeed have indulged 
an excefs of valour, . and thought Britifh courage fuperior to 
any obftacle ; but he hoped no one would impute it to him as 
a crime, that he thought his men, and Britons too, able to 
beat fuperior numbers. 

The matter was, in his opinion, already prejudged ; it was 
afferted, that fome one was to blagae : yet it was very pof- 
fible that the expedition might have failed, prithout a tingle 
fault having been committed either by thofe who planned, or 
thofe who were charged with the management of the expedi- 
tion ; he could in feme meafure hirnfelf account for its mif- 
carriage. A great . number of Provincials, whom General 
Jiurgoyne thought to be well affe&ed'to bia caufe, betrayed 
him, and brovgbton the fuft checkhc received at Bennii ' 
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Some of the troops, though really very brave, did not at 
fbme particular times do their. duty \ this prevented the Ge- 
neral from taking fuch advantages a* circumftances offered 
him. 'This need not furprize the Houfe - a very ftriking in- 
ftance of the kind occurred at the battle of Malplaquet, 
when a body of Britifh cavalry, which fignalized itfelf that 
day, Was marching down a lane, the firft rank faw a poor 
woman's hojfe with a pair of panniers on his -back, gallop- 
ing from his rider whom he had thrown. This rank think- 
ing it was part of the enemies cavalry that was advancing, 
inftantly wheeled about, panic ftruck ; the other ranks, fee- 
ing their firft rank face about, immediately did the lame ; 
and the whole cfcrps was thus put to the rout. 

As foon as this motion was difpofed of, which was by the 
previous queftion, and without a divifion,Colonel ifarr* renew- Col. Ban-/. 
ed a motion which had been formerly rejefted on account of 
the minifter for the American department being abfent. It 
was,for laying before the Houfe " All letters and cxtrafts of 
letters which had patted between General Gage, Lord Howe, 
Sir William Howe, and General Carleton, from the ift of 
July 1775, to the 27th of Jaunuary 1778," 

Lord North oppofcd the motion, and faid, that he wa* Lftrii&rff* 
aware of its being faid of h2n that, what little reputation he 
might have acquired for candour upon the laft motion, he y 
was moil likely to lofe it all by his oppofitioA to this j yet, as 
he thought it inconfiftent with the duty he owed himfelf as 
& minifter and a member of that Houfe ; to his King, afr a 
fubjett, and to his country as an EnglifhiAan, he would op- 
pofe any motion which tended to publlfh to our enemies what 
might enable them to defeat the plans of government* Nei- 
ther juftice, policy, nor loyalty, would admit of fuch a con- 
defcenfion. 

Mr. Fox fupported the motion, He animadverted' to an Mr. ft*, 
expreffion made in the Houfe fome time ago by the noble 
Lord, "-That he was an unfortunate minifter." He played 
tiponthe word for above an hour ; and in the courfe of hi* 
ipeech recapitulated every miftake, or fuppofed error in ad* 
tniniftration, with the continued repetition of this fcxprcf- , 
fion, " if the noble Lord had, been fo fortunate as to have 
done this ; or if he had not been fo unfortunate as to have 
iriiftaken that, neither the nation nor the minifter would be 
cxpofed to the neceffity of the prefent inquiry/ 1 

Having' been defeated in every plan of a four year's war, 
are we to hope for fuccefs from the magnitude of our ah* 

Vox,. VUI. Tt furdities? 
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furdities ? Is there a man in this Houfe who will now ftand 
up, and fay, that it is poffible we can carry. on an offenfivc 
war in America next campaign ? Will any man lay that we 
can bring fo great a force into the field next year as that 
which was baffled or deftroyed laft. year ? If . then .we can 
only aft on the defeniive, or bring into the field only two- 
thirds of the forces we had laft campaign, is it to be iuppof- 
ed wc can effeft that with a lefler force, which with a far 
greater we were not able to attain ? Or, if obliged to give 
up every operation of offence by land, we fhonld only be able 
to carry on a naval war — was it to be fuppofed that we could 
effeft that by harraffing the Americans one way, which wc 
have found impoffible toefTeft by harraffing them every 
way, 

&d. Mrtb. Lord North replied, that however unfortunate he might 
be as a minifter, who had come into the dire&ion of affairs 
at a very critical ftate of things, he had the confolation ot 
being fortunate enough, by the expreflion of a fingle word, 
of giving (he honourable gentleman an opportunity of mak- 
ing a very florid (peech upon a fingle word ; and that .at a 
time too when there was a very full Houfe. 

Coventor Governor John/lone infilled that the motion was exceeding- 

jibnptnt. ly proper. Minifters themielves, who had feemed fo tender 
of the honour of ^bfent officers, fhpuld of courfc efpoufe it. 
It would either exculpate our commanders fipm thole illibe*- 
ral cenfures fo generally beftowed on them, ai>d which roini- 
ftry have fo much disclaimed ; or if they were guilty, it 
would fxee miniftry. from fomc afperfions, which ill-natured 
people were too apt to throw upon them. 

On the queftipn.being put, the Houfe divided; ayes iqi ; 
Does 163. 

January 28, 
No debate* 

January 29,, 

•C4- 9jrrJ- Colonel Barrl faid, that the accounts produced from the 
office of ordnance, were, in his opinion, defe&ive and unfa- 
tisfafrory, and wanted the minute ftatements neceflary to 
give the information defired ; and to remedy .the defe£r, he 
begged leave to move, " that the proper officers be ordered 
to lay before the Houfe e.xa& accounts gf the howitzers, 
cannon, and other artillery equipments xhat were in ftore in 
any part of America on the firft of January, 1774; and 
Jecojidly, he moved for exaft accounts of the artillery 
pud ammunition that bad been (hipped for .America from 

ibe 
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the firft of January 1774, to the 27th of January 1778.*' 
The firft of thefe motions was carried in the affirmative ; 
but to the fecond 

Lord North objc&ed, as from the prefent pofture of mi-U. North. 
litary operations with regard to America, a difclofure of the 
force of artillery in the country muft neceffarily produce the 
raoft inconvenient, if not dangerous effefts ; at the fame 
time he would inforrn the honourable gentleman, that there 
certainly was a very large force of artillery now in America, 
•and he hoped that he would find any further information that 
he might want in the papers then upon the table. 

Colonel Barri infilled that no fatal effc&s could arife fromC«I.Xirr/. 
his motion, fince it did not extend to any difclofure of the 
force of artillery aftually inftore now in America, but bare- 
ly what had been Shipped from Britain, not dedufting for , 
confumplion, or captures afloat or on fhore. The reafon 
he had for the motion was, that he conceived there had been 
great mifmanagement fomewhere, fince the grofc article of 
charge, in the account produced upon the table, referred tp 
by the noble Lord, was 71,0091. which was greater than the 
expenditure for the fame time during the laft war, for the 
fcrvice of one army in Germany and another in America. 

The queftion was put, and it palled in the negative with- 
out a divifion. « 

Colonel Luttrell arofe, and premifing his intended fubjett Col. Lut» 
with a few remarks on the injury of mifreprefentation and frl//- 
abufe, or perverfion of words, of a member of that Houfe 
in his official capacity, complained, that in a certain morn- 
ing paper, which he held in his hand, but which he did not 
name, he had been grofsly and palpably mis-ftated, and charg- 
ed with having, on a late occafion, behaved unparliamenta- 
ry; and that for fo doing he had received die cenfure of the * 
Houfe. He infilled a good deal on the calumny of fuch a 
charge, made many direft and fevere ftri&ures on the coa- 
duft of the editor of that paper in thus aggravating and 
mis-ftating fa£ts, which he hoped would be witneffed to be 
otherways by every member prefent on the occafion, and ren- 
dering him infaipous in the eyes of the public. He confi- 
dcr fuch conduct as too heinous to be forgiven, and therefore 
he informed the Houfe, that, for his. future fafety and pro- 
tc&ion, he was determined to move, on forne future day, that 
the ftanding order of the Houfe for excluding granger? frojn 
rhc gallery, be ftri&ly carried into execution. 
■■■■*' Tta He 
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He ne*t endeavoured to exculpate himfelf, from the charge 
, of beirg difbrderly ; and {aid, the honourable gentleman 
[Mr. Fox.] did not call him.to order, but obferved, that he 
was very near defcending to perfonalities, and that confer 
quently he was going to be disorderly ; but that the hopou- 
able gentleman had very good-naturedly prevented him, by- 
interrupting him, when he perceived he was beginning to 
grow warm.. On the whole, he wiftied to be underftood, 
that it was the editor of the paper alluded to, not he, that 
iras the occafion of ihutting Uie gallery doors. 

Mr. P#. Mr. Fox rofe to fay fo far in jullification of the honoura- 
x ble gentleman before him, that he di<J not call him to order 

for any unparliamentary affertion levelled at him, on account 
of any private converfation, but becaufe he deemed to inlinu- 
;ate, that hecaufe the motion came from his fide of the Houfe 
it fbould be reje&ed. The Houfe at large conceived this in 
the fame planner with himfelf, and the honourable gentleman 
accordingly was called to order. If this then was the only 
accufation he bad againft $e editor complained of, he did 
not think it fo /enormous : and thpugh he was no advocate for 
news-pappr cxpofure, he did not look upon it as a fufficient 
reafon for excluding him, among other ftrangers, from the 
Houfe. He was convinced the true and only method of 
preventingmifreprefentatioa was by throwing open the gal- 
lery, and making the debates and .decisions # of the Houfe as 
public .as poffible. There was lefs danger of mifreprefenta- 
tion in a full company than a thin one, as there would be 
a greater number of perfons fco give evidence againft the milV 
reprefentation p 

The (hutting of the gallery/t:ould not prevent the pro- 
ceedings of the Houfe from finding their way to public viewj; 
for during a certain period, when the gallery was kept emp- 
ty, the debates were printed, let the manner of obtaining 
tnem be what it might 5 and in. fail, the public had a right 
to know what paffed in Parliament. 

The spat- The Speafor begged to have the fenfe of the Hpufe to di- 

*"• reft his future conduit, 

Mr. Rigby.- Mr. Rigby confefled, that he wifhed to ha!Ve the gallery 
fhuf, not only againft gentlemen but ladies ; as the latter as 
well as the former, might dabble in party difputes, and haye 
their predileftion and preferences for one party before ano- 
ther. He thought at this time it was very neceffary to ex- 
clude every ftranger, fince in the courfe of next week the 
• woft fcrious enquiry would take place, that might perhaps 
4 affeft 
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afFed the lives and properties of individuals. He confefied, 
it might be thought odious to make the motion, neverthelefs, 
if the motion was made he would fecond it. 

Mr. Turner faid, he fhoyld humbly intreat the honourable Mr.Tirnwr, 
gentleman to give up his intention of making the motion* 
He did not like a man that was afraid of having his fpeech 
publifhed ; a man that weighed his words. He would be 
glad to fee gentlemen warm when circumftances required it ; 
their fathers were warm before th$m ; they were warm 
themfelvcs, and ho looped their children would be fo after 
them. For iris part, he would be always happy to fee the 
gallery crowded ; and that if one dpor was fhut to exclude all* 
the meny another fliould be opened to let in all the woipen. 

Mr, Speaker faid, that the converfation did not a little af- Mr.Sfeakcr* 
fe£t him, for there was a (landing order to keep the gallery 
fhut againft ftrangers, and he had with the acquiefcence of 
Houfe relaxed it. He fhould therefore, as the affair happen- 
ed to be mentioned, be glad before the Houfe rofe, that they 
would come to fome determination. 

Mr. Burke paid a very generous compliment to the Spea- Mr. Burke. 
ker, for having! relaxed in fome meafure from the rigour 
of a ftri£t decree, he had a&ed wifely and politicly. He was- 
fenfible no doubt that fummum jus was fumma injuria ; and 
.that " fome laws were better kept in the breach than in the 
performance." Ap odium ftill awaited the exertion of ri- 
gorous juftice, and to render it refpe&ed it muft be made 
gentle. As to the matter then in the contemplation of the , 
Houfe, he had not a doubt about the propriety of opening 
the doors to ftrangers ; eonfidering it either as the channel of 
information to the conftituents pf the. members, or as a 
fchool for she inftru&ion of youth. Nay, as the fource of 
information and amufement to the ladies, it was a matter of 
very ferious concern, and ought not to be done away and 
fported with at ple^iure. 

Mr. Vyner thought, that while every member had it in his M '« *>«*•• 
power to order the ftrangers to withdraw, whenever it might 
be inconvenient for them to remain, either from want of 
room or frojn fecret bufinefs on the tapis ; there is no need 
pf taking away the right entirely. 

General Conway fpoke a few words to the impropriety of Gen. Co*- 
ihutting up the door ; and as a proof that it was not one in- w ^* 
dividual alone that fufFered from news-paper expofure, he 
mentioned one falfehood aflerted of Jiimfelf, which he 
laughed at and defpifed. 

Colonel 
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Col. JL»r- Colonel Luttrell owned, that the honourable gentleman, 

trdu Mr. Burke's arguments, had ftaggered and influenced his 

former judgment,, and he was now convinced, it would be 

, odious to carry the order to its rigour. He therefore paf- 

fed from his reiblution. 

Ajourned to February 2. 

February 2. 

jCol. B*rrf. Colonel Barri and Mr. Burke, defired to know if any 

other papers were intended to be laid before the Houfe, in 

confequence of the feveral motions made and agreed to by 

the Houfe, both before ajcid iince the recefs ; particularly, 

whether any inftru&ions to generals, governors, &c. were 

intended to constitute any part of the information. 

L«. George Lord George Gcrmaine faid, that all the papers ordered by 

Germain. t j ie Houfe from his office were given in, and, as far as he 

knew, were now on the table. \ 
Mr, F$x. Mr. F° x ^ aic '> r ^ ls was a ver y ambiguous anfwer to a ve- 
ry fair queftion put to the noble Lord. Refponfibility was 
fhifte<;l one minute, official knowledge the next. The per- 
fons applying for this or that fpecies of information were 
told, that the papers were not here, that they were not there, 
This bore, in his opinion, a very fufpicious appearance. la 
fuch a mafs of uncertainty and chicane^ he expc&cd howe- 
ver, let the papers be what they might, perfeft or imperfect, 
that they would all, without exception, oe produced. 
<5en. Con- General Conway Supported, as a profeffional ipan, die fen- 
*&- timents of his honourable friend.' He obferved, that the 

accounts of the Heffian corps were either imperfeft or total- 
ly omitted. He inftanced in particular, the affair of Red- 
Bank, in which the H^flians, under the command of that 
gallant, but unfuccefsful officer, Colonel Donop, had fuffered 
a moft fevere lofs ; many lives had been loft, and much blood 
ipilt, yet no account of the lofs, or fatal flaughtcr. had ap- 
peared in the returns on the table. 
Mn Buiiey. Mr. Bailey moved, that a copy of the addrefs and petition 
from the council and affembly of Jamaica might be laid be- 
fore the Houfe, with the minutes taken by the affembly, re- 
fpefting the diftrefies that ifland fuffered from American pri- 
vateeers. He laid, his rcafons for calling for thefe papers 
were, to fliew, that although this nation was at a vaft ex- 
pire in lending a large -f quad ron to its colonies, they re- 
ceived very little benefit from it, except that of conveys ; 
-. for that the admirals employed the men of war chiefly in 
croiging for prizes, to enrich thcrjiidvcs, without paying the 

leaft 
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leaft regard to any complaints from the inhabitants, of the 
damage they daily receive on the coaft, and in their very 
ports, from privateers ; and it would alfo appear, by thefe 
minutes, that the admiral had declared, in a letter there fet 
forth, that he had afted according to orders he had received 
from the miniftry, which orders he fhould implicitly obey : 
thefe being his very words* He obferved, that though mi- 
niftry had not attended to the protection of that very diftref- 
fed ifland, yet they did not appear at all unmindful of their 
own private intereft ; for - he found that, within thefe few 
weeks, Lord George Germaine had given his aid de camp, at 
the battle of Minden, or his brother Colonel Smith, the com- 
mand of a fort in that ifland, worth 1000L a year, which, to 
his knowledge, was now hawked about town to be rented to 
;the hjgheft bidder. He alfo rernarked, that the noble Lord 
Jiad appointed a Mafter Sackville Germaine to a muph more 
profitable place thsre, that of receiver-general of the whole 
ifland ; and this, he faid, was an office of more profit and 
truft than perhaps the Houfe was aware of ; for, befides an 
.allowance of five per cent, on all the public money raifed, 
which was fcldom lefs than fifty or fixty thoufand pounds a 
year, there were ftill other advantages, and often exceffive 
abufes ; that therefore he, as a proprietor of fome property 
in that ifland, could not help feeling himfelf rather uneafy ; 
for, whatever abuie might be committed, it would be very 
difficult to call an officer to any account, who had fuch po- 
werful friends here to defend him ; befides, that ail the pa- 
tentees of places in <he .colonies never failed to join their in^ 
lereft in defending each other's place, in cafe of complaints ; 
ajid thofe were well known to be a very powerful body, both 
in the Houfe and out of it. 

After fome debate, the motion was agreed to. 

Xhe following i&a copy of the acfcdrefs and petitipn, 

Jamaica, jjl 

To the King's moft excellent Majtfty in Council. 

^Tbc humble Addrefs and Petition of t ix Council ami AJftmhly 9/ 

Jamaica. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, tjle 

pouncil and aflembly, beg leave moft humbly to approach 

the royal prcfence^ toexpreis our warmeft attachment to your 

iicrpd perfoo, and return our fincexe thanks for your Maje- 

fty's 
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&j* s paternal care o( thi6 ifland, by continuing a Lieutenant- 
Governor to prefidc over us, who is juftly endeared to ihii 
country by his zeal in ydur Majefty's fervice, and by his abi- 
lities, affiduonfiy exerted, to fill every department of admi- 
nistration, with advantage both to your crown and people. 

Permit us, Sire, huntbly to lay at the feet of the throne, 
the defencelefs date of the commerce and fea-coaft of ti - 
ifland, which for fome time paft has been expofed wthe in- 
• fults of your Majefty*s enemies, the American privateers, whs 
'have not only taken feveral fhips upon our coaff, but have 
dared to enter our port*, and cut out fome veflfcls from their 
moorings in light of the inhabitants ; whereby nfany parts cf 
the ifland have been much diftreffed, and the coafts expofed to 
continual alarm. We therefore, with that confidence which 
we entertain from your Majefty 's attention to the intereft ani 
petitions of your people, in every part of yoar dominions, 
moft humbly and earneftly pray, that your Majefty will be 
gracioufly plcafed to order the commander of youp Majefty '« 
iquadron on this ftation, to keep a fufficient number of armed 
veffels conftantly cruizing about this ifland, for the protection 
of the coaft and trade thereof ; or to direfl fuch other re- 
medy for our fecurity, as your Majefty (hall, in yotir royal 
wifdom, think necefiary. 

That the Supreme Director of all events may long prefeire 
your Majefty, and all the royal faiftily, irrthe full enjoyment 
of every felicity ; and that there never may be vvanting z 
Prince of the illuftrious Houfe of Hanover to reign over the 
whole Britifh empire, is the ardent wi(h and prayer of your 
Majefty's loyal Council and Affembly, animated* by the moft 
zealous attachment to the beft of j Kings, the rather and pro 
teftor of a grateful and affectionate people* 
Pajpd the Jffembif this 2 \ft 

day of November, 1 777. (Signed) P. PENtfOCK, Speaker, 
\ Puffed the Council this 2 \fi 

day of November y 1777. (Signed) Rd. Le wing, Clerk Cstu 

1 
Mr. F«». Mr. Fox, after a genteel apology for the trouble he was go* 
ing to give the Houfe, and his own perfonal good-fortune id 
having his audience reduced, * being perfuaded he fhould no* 
have anfwered the great expectations which bad brought then 
there, ftated the motion he was going to make, and thl 
grounds of it # in the following, but much more full, correct, 
elegant and energetic raAnner, — Sir, I mean to-day to enter 

only 

* The Houfe was cleared. 
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only into the finall part of the bnfinefs, which I hope will tin-* 
dcrgo the confideration of this Committee, a Committed, Sir, 
appointed for the important purpofe of confidering the pre* 
fent ftate of the nation, I muft, however, beg not to be cori- 
fidered aa the mover in this momentous concert) ; the nation 
calls for this enquiry, and I am only one inftrument in the 
bringing- h about* What I have to beg of the Houfe, is not 
to mi* this day's bufinefs with any thing that has palled be- 
fore, but to go plainly afid dire&ly to the bufinefs, to con* 
fider what is the adtual ftate of this country, and how Great- 
Britain can be fared from the critical fituation in which it 
now ftaflds. — And in confidering the fubjeft, I would wifb 
all gentlemen would agree with me at leaft fo far, in diverting 
thentfelves of all former opinions, of all favourite ideas, and 
of all prejudices that may have been contracted, and take 
them up again only as they are the refult of the prefent en- 
quiry, and the fair deductions from the information now con- 
veyed t© the Houfiu- 1 -- 1 would wilh gentlemen to forget 
their enmities and anirnoiities, and confider themfelves nei- 
ther as friends nor enemies to America, nor that country 
cither with love or hatred, but regard it with a calm and dif- 
paflionete mind, as a part, and a very confiderable part, of the 
Britilh empire. 

Sir, the method I had chalked out to myfelf, as the moft 
likely way to bring men to a right underftanding of the ftate 
of the nation, and to ftiew what conduit it is our intereft in 
future to maintain, was to ftate fafts as they appear from 
the papers on the table ; firft with refpeft to the army : that 
in the years 1774, 5, 6 and 7, there was fuch an army, con- 
fiffcihg of fo many thoufand men, and that fuch and fuch ope- 
rations were performed 5 1 fhbuld, fecondly, ftate the impoffi- 
bility of encitafing that army; and, thirdly, the enormous 
expence that is already incurred* 

The Tefowccs in men and money thus failing u$, the con- 
dufion naturally is, that there muft be fome fort of negotia- 
tion, and in this part of the bufinefa I cannot too much la- 
ment my motion for papers relating to what has already 
paired on Qiis fubjeft was rejeded. This would have enabled 
the Honfe to judge of the impediments that have hitherto 
prevented fach negotiations from taking place, and to provide 
fome adequate remedy. After having Ihted thefe fa£h, and 
drawn this conelufion, which, I think, may fairly be deduced 
from them, 1 fhall go fetrofpettively, and ftiew that the, war 
has beeft miftnanaged, even on the principles of thofe.wha 

Vol. VIJi; Uu undertook 
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undertook it. It will be then a proper time to look back 1 
and fee to what our want of fuccels has been owing, as I be- 
lieve I may lay it down as an incontrovertible axiom, that 
when a country fall's,' within the (hort fpace of a few yean, 
from the very higheft pinnacle of glory to which any country, 
either in antient or modern times, ever arrived; that there 
muft have been fome radical error in the government of it: 
though at the fame time I will allow, that if it fhould turn 
out there is a radical error, it is not of itfelf a proof of the 
criminality of minifters. I am inclined to think, that there 
has been a radical error in carrying on the war at all, and 
Jikewife that there have been errors equally great in the con- 
duft of it. Sir, I fhall not now enter into any more of the 
proceedings relative to America, than is necefiary to fhew the 
immediate fteps which have brought us into our present 
fituation. Without difcuffing the various queftions which 
have been for many years agitated in Parliament, I fhall take 
up the meafures relative to America in the year 1774, when 
the riots at Bofton firft called for the attention of this 
Houfe ; papers were indeed called for and granted, but 
there were fome things that tended that year to ihut the eyes 
of minifters upon the true ftate of that country, and the true 
intereft of this, which was to prevent, rather than ftimulate 
and increafe the general difcontents in the colonies ; every 
body muft allow, the agreement with the Eail -India Com- 
pany wa? a moft unfortunate one, and the immediate fource of 
all the troubles that have fincc followed ; every body knows 
what happened. Here began a capital miftake of the mi- 
niftry ; they miftook a fingle province for a whole continent; 
they ipiftook the MaffachufettVBay for the American em- 
pire. Virginia, a colony no left jealous of its rights, nor 
fefs warm in its affertion of them, was entirely forgot ; it 
was not thought poflible that any other colony mould units 
with the Maffachufetts ; now whoever fights againft ten meo, 
and thinks he is contending only with' one, will meet with 
much more difficulties than if he was aware of the force 
brought againft - him ; /or I believe I may lay it down as an 
undoubted maxim in politics, that every attempt to crufh an 
iniurre&ion with means inadequate to the end, foments in- 
ftead of fuppreffing it. The cafe here was, you took a great 
objeft for a fmall one, you took thirteen provinces for one ; 
and not only that, but imagined the other twelve were with 
you, when the very aft you was then doing made thoic 
twelve equally hoftile j for another misfortune at this time 

was 
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was the taking a violent ftep againft the town of Bofton i it 
America was not before fufficiently united in a determined 
reliftance to the claims of this country, this made all America 
combined ; they were all from that moment united with the 
town of Bofton, which might have been before the object o( 
the jealoufy of the reft. Another miftake was the altering 
the government of the province of Mafiachufett'a-Bay, 
whereas the acts of all the other colonies, as well as. this, 
plainly (hewed it was hot the form of government in that pro- 
vince, that occalioned the commotions there, becaufe other: 
provinces, which depended more on the Crown, and which 
have the appellation of royal governments, were not left 
early or lefs vigorous in their oppoiition and refiftance.--- * 
Now, Sir, if the form of this government was not itfelf the 
cauff of the troubles in that country, then the alarm given by 
the alteration of that government was certainly a molt capital 
miftake, becaufe it gave the whole continent reafon to think 
and to fear, that they had no fecuritv in the permanency ot 
their government, but that it was liable to be altered or tub* 
verted at our pleafure on any caufe of complaint, whether real 
or fuppofed ; their natural jealoufies were awakened ; byLtnc 
fame reafoning, the governments of the other colonies, tho* 
much more dependent on the Crown, might be rendered en- 
tirely defpotic, and they were all from thence taught to con- 
lider the town of Bofton, as fuffering in the common caufe, 
and that they might very foon ftand in need of that affiftanc© 
which they were now lending to that unfortunate town* 

But there was another circumftance which tended to mif* 
lead tht Houfe, and for which the minifters and not tho . 
Houfe were entirely to blame, and this was the partial man- 
ner in which they laid papers before the Houfe ; they laid 
the accounts of facts, but no opinions of people upon the fpot 
as to the extent of the refiftance, the temper of the people, or 
any other circumftance concerning it, Now, Sir, if men are 
endued with paflions, if they are not mere machines, knowing 
fads is knowing nothing, without knowing the fprings and 
motives from whence fuch actions proceeded. Suppole, for 
inftance, a perfon in a diftant country had no other way of 
judging of the temper of this Houfe, and of the motives of 
their cQqdudt, but from the printed votes of this Houfe, "Sir, 
[Here a great laugh] could fuch a man form any judgment of 
the reafons why fuch a line of conduct was approved, and 
why fuch a one was rejected ? Sir, it would be ridiculous in 
the extreme to fuppofe it. Now, Sir, I will venture to affirm, 
U u 2 that 
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tjiat thisHoufe was pot in the year 1774 informed of the 
ftririt 6f oppofition there was in America, and of their preju- 
dices againft taxation. If they had, I fhould hope they would 
have thought it wife, if not juft, to have applied fiich reme- 
dies as might have healed rather than irritated the diftetnper. 
But infteadof any thingof this fort, other bills were immediately 
paft (hewing that all was of a hoftile nature, and that nothing 
was to be expefted from this country but coercion and punifli- 
ment, particularly the aft, as it is called, for the toore impar- 
tial adininiftration of juftice; I mean the aft for fending over 
perfons to be tried here in England. This gave the idtea of a 
great and effective army^ and ^s a provifion for the confe- 
quences of much bloodfhed and flaughter. And after al! 
what an army wa$ fent ? As that aft excited terror as well as 
indignation at our injuftice, fo the army that was fent excited 
their derifion, without at all leflening their refentment. It 
taught them to deride the power of this country, as much as 
they abhorred its injuftice. But as if all this was not fuffi- 
cient to irritate and provoke, the Quebec aft was paflcd, the 
-contents of which every body knows. The principal purpofe 
pf this aft was* to form a great intereft in Canada, to be a 
perpptual check upon the fouthern provinces, and to keep them 
in awe ; it was confidcred in this light in America, and was 
held up by the violent party in America, as a fpecimen of 
the fprm of government that might be introduced and efta- 
blifbed in every part of that continent. Hardly any man af- 
ter this would fay a word in favour of the Britim legislature ; 
every regaining friend to government, as he was called ; that 
is, every man lefs violent than die moft violent, had nothing 
Jo fay in favour of the good indention of the mother country. 
After this aft pafled, it put an unanfwcrable argument in the 
mouths of all parties, that the intentions i>f Great-Britain 
were vindjftive in the extreme. The makers of the Quebec 
aft., whoever they were, thus became the friends to the vio- 
lent party in America. If they had not thus feafonabhr inter- 
I>ofed, there was a chance of America's being dividca, or at 
caft of there being different degrees of rejiftance in its colo- 
( |iies. This made them all not only more firmly united, but 

equally zealous and animated, equally determined to go all 
lengths rather than fubmit. Now, Sir, the paffing of that 
*ft at that time had the fame effeft that, for inftance, the re* 
peal of the teft aft would have had in King William's time ; 
for however great a friend 1 ajn to univerfai toleration, I 
Ihould certainly have been againft it at that time, becaufe it 
1 would 
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would have di&Mrged one party, more than it wouU have 
ferved another ; it would have joined a great body of Tories 
to the enemies of the Revolution, whidi were already fuffi* 
ciently numerous. From the moment, Sir, this Quebec aft 
pafied, there was oply one party in America; it ftopt the v ' 

mouths of the moderate party, it any fuch were ftill left. 

Another extraordinary idea, Sjr, was at this time taken 
pp, namely, that the coercive ?£ts puffed in that feffions would 
execute themfelves ; the only argument in favour of the mi? 
aiftsr on this head is, that they thought the army there fuffi* 
ciently ftrong to enforce the execution of thefo a£ts* This i| 
another inftance in which the Parliament confided abfolutely 
in minifters, as I allow muft fomctimes be the cafe ; it may 
pot be fit on all occasions for Parliament to know, while aa 
important bufinesfs is ja execution, every ftep and every par* 
ticular ; there muft lie a certain degree of confidence repoljsd 
in minifters, that confidence was repofed here, and miniffiry 
are therefore anfinrerahie if it fhould appear that they havd 
jbufed it*~r-§ir, in 1775, minifters began to be afraid, that 
more ill confequences might * follow ; they then found, foe 
the firft time, that the caufe of fiofton was the caufe of Ame-. 
rica; they therefore paffed more laws, and feat out a capital 
reinforcement with three able generals. The Americans, on 
the other hand, became ftill more united ; the name of a'par* 
ty was however ftill kept up, and notwithstanding all the vio- 
lent meafures of this country, and the armies that were feat 
out for the purpafe of fupporting the friends of government^ 
the Tories, as they were called, and punifhing die Whigs, 
yet the Tories fullered more than the Whigs,, their friends 
more than their enemies.-— But as if all this was not enough 
to exafperate and to prove they had no relburce left byt in 
felf-defence, we reje&ed, before the end of the feffions of 
1775, ^ e Potion from New- York, drawn up in themoft af- 
fe&ionatc and refpe&ful terms that could be, considering the 
ftate of the conteft ; (his was the laft effort of the moderate , 

party, your own friends, who were told, on the news going 
back to America : " You fee what dependence is to be put 
in Great- Britain; how will fhe treat us, when fhe has thus 
treated you?" — Sir, a few weeks before the arrival of the re* 
inforcement, the civil war began. Then followed the battle 
of BunkerVHill. This ought at leaft to have been a teflon 
to the miniftry, that America was unanimous and deter* 
mined to put every thing at ftake.— -Sir, there is one circum- 
ftance I omitted tip mention in its place, and that is the con- 
ciliatory 
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dKatory propofition of the noble Lord; I need not go into 
this now, it has been often confidered, and without faying any 
thing more about it at this time, I will only fay what every 
body muft allow, that this Houfe was left to judge of the 
' quantum, which was one of the very principal obje&ions 
urged by the Americans, that they did not know how far this 
claim of oUrs might extend ; it was in faft not only afferting 
the right, but eftablifhing it in praftice— Now, Sir, I beg 
leave to flop here for a moment, and afk this queftion, Does 
any man ferioufly think it better to give np America alto- 
gether, unlets we can exercife the right of taxation in the un- 
controuled and unlimited manner in which we claim it ? 
' Mr. Fox then ran over the various operations of the army 

in America, after the arrival of the troops— their being 
cooped up in Bofton, to their being obliged ultimately to leave 
it, &c. 

And then defcribed the condutt d£ America, What, fays 
he, was the language of America at this time i They fend a 
petition to this country, couched in the raoft refpeftful terms, 
difclaiming every idea of independence, which had been, in the 
courfe of the preceding feflions, objected to their conduct, and 
defiring no conceffion that would be iathe leaft difhonourable 
to the mother country,, but fupplicating his Majefty that he 
would be pleafed to point out fome mode. 

How was this petition received, and what was the anfwer ? 
. AH that was faid, was, To this petition no anfwer will be 
given. But the miniftry gave out, the petition was all a 
farce, the Americans want independence. If this had been 
really the cafe, which I in my conscience do not believe was 
the cafe at that time, what occafion was there for faying fo r 
Why not have tried the experiment, and by. this, means have 
"(hewed to all the world the unreafonablenefs of your enemies 
and your own moderation ? Suppofe, for inftance, you had 
been treating with Lewis XIV. who, every body allows, 
aimed at univerfai monarchy ; fuppofe you had been treating 
with him about a petty town in Flanders, would you have told 
him ; Ay, it is impomble to treat with you, you aim at uni- 
verfai monarchy, you never mean to give up this town, for 
you'll not be contented till you get them all. But, Sir, leaft 
of all fhould this have been objefted by thole who fay the go- 
vernment have a great party in America ; .that the friends to 
Britifh government are ftill numerous and powerful there ; 
thefe arguments militate againft each other. If independence 
was a popular pretention in America, why fhould America 

have 
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have unneceffarily difclaimed it ? Yes, but > it is (aid, it. was. 
meant to deceive America-— why, then if it was neceflary to. 
deceive America, (he did not mean independence, otherwife. 
it would have been deceiving her into the belief of a thing t 
which fhe did not approve. But if America was averfe to 
independence, was it not worth while to try pacific mca- 
fures i 

Inftead however, Sir, of any thing of this fort, a change of 
adminifti'ation at this time took place, which plainly (hewed 
there was no chance left but in war; and now, for the firft 
time, Sir (I allow it) real vigorous meafbres were adopted; 
the whole force of this country was to be exerted, every 
nerve was to be (trained. The firft event however, of this * 
campaign, I mentioned it before, was General Howe's being 
drove out of Bofton ; and noiy, Sir, only to (hew the veriati- 
lity of fome people, and as one inftance how ready men who - 
caufcd all thefe calamities, are to adapt themfelves to the un- 
fortunate confequences of their own conduft, as foon as the 
news came over of General Howe's evacuating Bofton, they 
congratulated each other on the event, they were glad of it, 
it was a lucky ftep, though, by the bye, there is (till the 
greateft reafon to believe, it was matter of neceffity* not of 
choice. 55,000 men had been voted ; Sir William Howe's ar- 
my wascompleatly reinforced. Every body knows whatpaffed* 
He makes himfelf matter of Long-Ifland ; he takes New- 
York, &e.&c. Here were two or three battles gained, here 
was a fort of viftory, though not an abfolute extinction of the 
enemy's army. What followed ? All proinifes of taking the 
moment of vifiory for propofing terms of accommodation 
were forgot. But this was the moment in which the Ameri- 
cans declared themfelves independent ftates. Did this look 
like a termination of -the conteft? If it did, there was a cir- 
cuinftance that paffed in the latter end of the year 1776, 
from which you might at laft have learnt it was impoffible to 
reduce them by mere force. I mean the affair at Trenton. 
The fudden manner in which this army was gathered toge- 
ther, the fuccefs that attended it from the nature of the 
country, pUinly (hewed it was impoffible entirely to reduce 
them. But to (hew the dpafnefs of adminiftration to every 
proof of the true difpofition of America, and to (hew likewise 
the uniform conduit of gentlemen on this fide of the Houie, 
a motion was : made in the latter end of the year 1776 for a 
revifion of the laws by which the Americans might think 
fbexnfelves ag&ripved, 'Jo rcvifc.the a&s that had been paffed 

was 
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was furely as gentle a word as could be made ufe of, and in- 
deed Was the expreffion made ufe of by the comffiiffioner* 
ithernfelves in a proclamation they iffued in America. I need 
not fay, Sir, this mot ion was, for various rtaftms, but with* 
6ut one folid argument^ resetted. 

Sir, as to the events of the l&ft campaign I fhall touch 
them very (lightly. It is fufficient to fay, no decifive ftroke 
has been given. We have got pofieffion of three towns in- 
ftead of one, but of no more extent of country than is juft 
within a fmall circuit round thofe towrts. With regard to 
General Burgoyne's expedition, I will only fay, — that it 
failed. The expedition ltfelf u of fuch a dye that it deferves 
a feparate confideration. It (hould be refcrved* to itfelf. 

Sir, after having paffed refolutions concerning the various 
fafts and events during the period I have been defcribing, the 
floufe will naturally form an opinion concerning their future 
conduft, and I (hall then aflc whether any man can imagine 
it is poffible to go on with an offcnfive war ? If it fhould ap- 
pear, that all means are inadequate to the conquering them, 
and that the having gone on fo far has fhaken the credit of the 
iiation, more than it was fhaken at the end of a fix year's 
war with France, then it will be for the Houfe to confider • 
what is to be done in the prefent moment: it (eems to me 
that the inference will be, that force alone is not fufficient, 
and that we muft call in negotiation to its aid. But, Sir, 
this is a fubftquent confidefation. Another queftion like- 
Wife with regard to the alliances of this country. If it (Rail 
appear that we are ftrong in alliances, then it is very true we 
ttiay venture fomewhat further than we might otherwife ven- 
ture. This is a very proper thing to be confidered. 

Sir, I fet out with acquainting the Houfe, that I meant to- 
day to begin with a very (hort part of the bufinefe ; it is on- 
ly to draw an inference from the papers on the table, that in 
tne prefent fituation of things it will be very imprudent to 
fend any more troops out of the kingdom. The peace efta- 
blilhment of troops in Great-Britain has been 17,000. Now, 
Sir, I don't mean by what I fay to approve of that eftabUfh- 
fnent. I think it too high ; but fuch it has been of late years J 
17,000 for Great-Britain; 12,000 for Ireland; 3500 for 
Gibraltar, and 230O for Minorca. Thefe matto altogether 
34800. ' This is the eftablifhment in times of profound 
peace. But various reasons conlpire to make us apprehenfive 
of* war; the conduft of France, the ftate of public credit, 
his Majcfty's fpeech at the opening of thefeffionsis alone fuf- 
ficient 
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ficient to prove there is the greateft reafbn to prepare for a fo- * 
reign war. Now, Sir, if 34,000 men hvc neceffary to be kept 
jap in time of peace, I think no gentleman can be of opinion, 
■wefhould have lefs than that number at the pVefcnt moment* 
Mr. Fox then fhewed very clearly from the papers on the 
table, that the number of tne troops now in Great-Britain, 
including the officers, non-effc&ive, &c. did not exceed 
15,000 ; in Ireland 8000, in Gibraltar and Minorca 5000 ; 
fo that there was now an a&ual deficiency of the peacc-eftib- 
lifhment 600^ I think, Sir, it appears from this it would 
be madnefs to part with any more of our army. As to the 
new levies, I don't now confider whether the levying them 
without the approbation of Parliament, be legal and confti- 
tutional ; that will be to be confidered another day ; but I 
ipeak now on a fuppofition of their being levied. And if thej 
are, 1 fhould hope it is not intended, that the fafety of this 
country is to be left to their defence. 

On the whole, Sir, it appears to me that if gentlemen are 
not blind, they will fee the war is impra&icable, and that no 
good will come from force only ; that tie lives thafc , 
have been loft, and the treafures that, have been wafted, have 
been wafted to no purpofe ; that it is high time we fhould 
look to our own fituation, and not leave ourft lvcs defenceleft 
upon an idea of ftrengthening the army in America, when 
after all it will be lefs ftrong than it was laft year, which pro.r 
duced nothing decifive, or in the lcaft tending to compleaf - 
conmieft. 

Mr. Fox concluded with moving, " That an bumble ad- 
drefs be prcfented to his Majefty, that he would be graci- 
oufly pteafed to give orders, that no more of the old corps be 
lent out of the kingdom." 

No anfwer was made. 

The oueftion was called for, and the Houfe divided ; F0| 
thequeftion, 165; Againftit259. 

The following is a Lift of tU Afinority in ibis DtvtJtott f 

Tames Adair J. Aubrey 

benjamin Allen William Baker 

Eve. Anderfon Rt. Hon. Ifeac Barr^ 

Fr. Annefley Charles Barrow 

George Anfon Nathaniel Bailey 

General Acourt Richard Benyon 

Vol. VIII, X* Hojq^ 
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February 3. 
No debate. 

February 4. 
The Houfe in committee. Load Banington moved, that Lord **r- 
286,632!. 14s. 6d. be allowed for cloathing the new corps rim**. 
from January 1, 1778, to January 1, 1779. 



* Of the fixty-two Englifli county members prefent a this divi- 
fion, thirty-nine of them voted in the minority. 

X x 2 Sji 
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Sir P. 7«- Sir 'Philip Jennings Gierke faid, if he was as. well convinced 
***£' W<rk» f xhc neccflky ahd good policy of continuing the American 
war, as the moft zealous friend to adminiftratipn appeared to 
be, he would notfit there and confent to meafures to carry it 
on, which he thought were totally fubverfiye of the funda- 
mental principles of the conftitution. He had been ever 
taught to think, that freedom and a fecuritjr of property were 
blemngs which' an Englifhman enjoyed in a much greater 
degree than the inhabitants of any other country. He there- 
fore could never perfuade himfelf to tliink, there was a power 
in the crown to raife an army in this country, ^o any extent 
- itpleafed, without the previous communication and affent of 
Parliament. That power which could raife a thoufand, might 
raife an hundred thoufand ; and then that liberty which we fo 
much boaft of, which was obtained by the blood of our an- 
ceftors, which we wifh to tranfmit to our pollerity, becomes 
at once a name only, a phantom, and an empty fhadow ; for 
whenever a bad King afcended the throne, it would be in his 
power to take it away from us. He thanked God we had a 
good King, we were' in no danger at prefent,; but it was our 
duty to guard-againft evils, which might arife hereafter. He 
referred to the preamble of the mutiny aft, which fays, that 
the Kingfhall not raife an army in time of peace. He left 
the Houfe to decide, whether this was war or not. He 
thought himfelf, a revolt of the colonies three thoufand miles 
diftant, could hardly be called a war here. He knew, he faid, 
he fhould be told, that no danger could be incurred to the 
ftocks from fuch a power being in the hands of the crown ; 
for though the King might raife an army, the parliament 
muft pay them.; without which afliftance they could not have 
any effeft. That being admitted, he thought a very dangerous 
method had now been adopted, by encouraging private fub- 
fcription, to be difpofed of according to the dlre&ion of the 
crown ; by which means an army might be railed and paid, 
and the Parliament deprived of the controuling power, which 
was the great fecurity of the liberty of the iubjeft. In the 
j>refent cafe, vvith the help of thofe quick fubferiptions, a large 
Scotch arnvy might. have marched to Derby, without Par- 
liament being acquainted that luch aa aipny exifted in the 
kingdom ; 

He feid, the fpecies of army was liable to great exceptions 
in a conftitutional light; it was too national. Nine or ten 
thousand men, all of any one country, was very exceptionable. 
He wiihed to avoid national reflections, but Lc thought too 
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great a partiality was (hewn to the people of Scotland* The 
noble Lord [meaning Lord North] had faidj will you punifh 
the children of the fathers unto the thiijd and fourth genera- 
tion? Hefaid, by nom^ans. Bur he could not think that 
thofe who on former occafions, had (hewn no good-will to 
this country, were of all others the moft fit to be trufted. 
He was ever averfe to punifhments, but could diftinguifh be- 
tween very uncommon benefits which were now conferred on 
them, and punifhments, When he considered the appoint- 
ment in a military vievv, it appeared \o him an impofition on 
the public, and an injury to the army. Rank has been given 
to officers in a moft unprecedented manner ; gentlemen have 
b$en appointed to command regiments with the rank of Co- 
lonel, who never were iri thq fervice before, to the great injury 
and difcouragement of all the officers in the army. If it was 
neceflary to give fuch advantages, he thought that there were 
many young people of noble families in this country, who 
had with great zeal and fpirit engaged in the fervice, who had 
fuffered hardfhips and inconveniencies, and rifqued their lives 
in a foreign country. He thought they had at leaft as good 
a title to fuch preference, as thofe who had obtained it ; and 
he could not help faying, he wifhed they had been fo con- 
sidered, as thofe who were moft interefted in the ftate, were 
moft likely to take proper care of ft. If the army wanted an 
augmentation, the moft (Economical as well as ufeful method 
to do it, was to augment your old corps. The companies 
which now confift of only fifty-five, ought to be encreafed to 
one hundred, as was done. in thelaftwar; by which means 

?'ou added only one fubaltern officer, arid confequently madb 
ittle addition to the half-pay lift. It was not neceflary for 
any man to be an officer to difcover that three hundred men, . 
added to an eftablifhed corps, will much fooner be made good 
foldiers, than a number of raw undifciplined men together, all 
unacquainted with arms. He could not help obferving, that 
there was one gentleman who had a regiment given him, who 
was taken from the Swedifh- fervice, and never was in our ar- 
my. He knew not what his pretentions were, but he knew 
fuch an appointment muft give great difiatisfa&ion, and be a 
great injury to every officer now in the fervice, who was un- 
der the rank of Colonel. If ten new regiments were to have 
been raifed, it would have been juftice to have offered them 
to the ten oldeft lieutenant-colonels in the army. He would 
venture to fay, that they would any of them not only have 
gladly embraced the offer of railing regiments on the terms 
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now- given to the prefent gentlemen, but hare given feveral 
thoufand pounds each for the opportunity : for the appoint- 
ment of the officers to a whole regiment now given" them, is 
worth a very large fum of money, if the commiffioris are 
fold, and he did not cxpeft many prefents woufd be made. 
He could make, he faid, many more objections, but he had 
troubled the Houfe too long already ; he would only there- 
fore, before he fat down, enter his protcft againft every part 
of the appointment. 
Lord **r. Lord Barrington faid, after administration had heard cf 
rbgtv*. ijjg difefter which happened to the army, under General Bur- 
goyne, they turned their thoughts to the deviling the moft 
lpcedy and effedual means for augmenting our forces, pre- 
paratory to the next campaign ; and an offer haviag been 
• made by fcveral refpeftable individuals and others, without 
any application whatever, oh the part of minifters, it was 
thought prudent to accept of thtafe offers. Manchefter, 
and lbme other trading towns took an early part, as well as 
forhe noblemen and gehtleinen from the northern parts of the 
kingdom; the Highlands in particular diftinguifhed itfelf, 
. tvhere his Lordfhip particularly obferved',thew6men are more 
fruitful than the foil. He faid, there could be no otcafion for 
reminding the Ho\ife,thktfeveraI regiments, independentcom- 
panies, and corps, were raifed there the late War, when two 
great minifters prefided itt this country. One in this Houfe, 
and one in the other. That great man, Lord Hardwick, 
then affifted in the councils of this country, and he highly 
approved of procuring men from that part of the kingdom ; 
and if a contrary opinion had prevailed, he was fatisfied, 
' that our armies could never have been recruited, nor our 
fuccefles bsen fo great or decifive, if it were not for the 
great refourccs drawn from that country. As to the allufion 
made by the honourable gentleman, of the colonel, who had 
ferved in Sweden, he prefumed he pointed to Mr. M*Ken- 
zie, commonly called Lord M'Clebd, [fon to the late Lord 
Cromartie, one of the rebel lords.] He had a regiment in 
the Swedilh fervice, and the rank of general in it; confe- 
cjuently he mult have a regiment, or nothing, 
Mr. Dan- Mr. Dunning began with explaining the common law, as it 
9»g. flood before any mercenary foldiers were raifed, and kept up 

in time of peace, unlefs fuch as were obliged to perform cer- 
tain fcrvices arifing from the nature of their tenures, and 
concluded with the mutiny a£t ; in the courfe of which in- 
veftigation, he proved that there was not the moft faint 
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colour of conftitutional or ftatute law, nor even of ufurped 
prerogative^ for making levies without the confent, and during 
the fitting of Parliament* 

Sir Qeorge Tongt faid, he was fprry to find, that a greater Sir Gmp 
truft had beeji put of late years in Scotch foldiers and Scotch r ° n & % 
itatefmen than in Englifh. 

Mr. Attorney General, [Mr. Thurlow] in reply to Mr. Mr -* ttor - 
Dunning, refted his arguments on precedents. He particu- nt * nter - 
Jarly dwelt on what happened in 1745, of the fubfcriptions 
fet on foot at that time ; and feverai others of a fimilar na- 
ture, during the late war. He faid, the Bill of Rights law 
fpoke for itfelf, and was conditional ; and the Mutiny Aft 
was regulating, not reftriftive. If it was not, it would be 
the moft dangerous law that ever was enafted; for it muft * 
be cpnftrued Jo as to tie up the King's hands, let the exi- • 
gencies of the times, or the neceffities of tlie ftate be* what 
it may. 

Mr. Fox contended, that the indubitable confequence of Mr, fvt* 
legalizing private donations for railing of troops, muft cer- 
tainly juftify the maintaining them, on grounds equally 
cogent ; for who could draw a line, or how was it pofjible to 
'know whether the money was for the purpofes it was pre- 
tended to be employed ? In fuch a cafe, it would be in the 
power of & bad King and a bad Parliament to lay out the 
'money thus raifed as they might think proper, till the mif r 
chief was fo effeJ&ually completed as to be beyond remedy. 

Mr. Van in a Iom; fpeech caufed much mirth in the begin- Mr. pan, 
ning, 1 and entertained the Houfe with a long comparifon ber 
tween Britain and Rome, America and Carthage, and con- 
cluded with afferting, that whatever oppofition might be in- 
dividually without, they were, as a party, rank ideots within 
doors.. Jle compared fome of their leaders to Hannibal, and 
predicted their fate to be fimilar to that famous General's, 
who vowed to the deftruftion of Rome, and who fell in the 
impious attempt. 

Mr. Solicitor General [Mr. Wedderburne] contended, that Mr. SMWrtr 
contributions really voluntary, were legal. 'General. 

Mr. Byng faid he was always ready to give every merit tp Mr. Bjng. 
the t\vb learned gentlemen, who endeavoured to prove the 
legality of the rneafuf e ; but when they forgot their profef- 
fion fo far as to attempt to explain away not only the import, 
but tb contradift the letter of an unrepealed aft of Parlia- 
ment, their authority, with him, however refpeftable it might 
appear to others, was at end. He faid, he prefuraed after 
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fixtewi years experience, Hut more particularly made viuble 
on the prefent occafion, it would be no longer doubted, that 
the people born on the other fide of the Tweed had a pre- 
ference fhewn to them, both in civil and military preferment, . 
but more efpeciaily in the latter. He obferved great zeal 
had been imputed to thofe who had fubfcribed ; but he begged 
leave to differ as tp the cohclufion. Ht doubted not the fact, 
that the fubferi prions were carried on with great zeal, but 
what kind of zeal ? A zeal for obtaining favour* of various 
kinds. One gentleman or perfon of diftin&ion, fubfcribed 
in expeftation of future, notice from the governing* powers. 
Another had a commiffion in view for a fon, a friend, or 1 
dependent. Then, as for the whole tribe of contractors, &c. 
it might be eafily guefled what their zeal proceeded from. 
if one man fubferibes 200!. and by that obtains a company, 
he will pocket 600I. If a merchant or rich manufacturer 
fubferibes a like fum, and gets in return a contract, or any 
*>ther douceur to ten times the amount, then furely it will 
not be faid that he makes an unprofitable^ bargain. This is 
the public fpirit of die fubfeription ; the real object of which 
is, a job. He faid, if a perfon was to converfe with the 
gentlemen out doors, who conftitutc the prefent majority, 
t hey breathe nothing but fentiments of peace and concilia- 
tion ; but as foon as ever they are embodied within theie 
walls, they call out for war, coercion, and unconditional 
iubmiffion. He concluded with obtcrving, that all was 
public fpirit in debate ; but he did not hear that a fingle 
placeman in thefe times of exigency atd public calamity, 
had given up the emoluments of his place or office, in order 
to lighten the burdens of his country. 
Mr. r. Mr. 71 Town/bend was fevere on the partiality fhewn to the 

fworjetpL g cotcn ; n every thing, and condemned, in a particular man- 
ner, the fingular impropriety of calling upon .an officer in a 
foreign fervice, and contrary to every rule of the profeffion, 
putting him over the heads of fo de(erving a body of men as 
the lieutenant-colonels of the army, and thofe gentlemen who 
bore the rank of colonels, but had no regiments ; particularly, 
when the perfon thus diftinguifhedj never bore arms in this 
kingdom, but againft the lawful fcvereign, and in order to 
overturn the constitution. 
Mr. £**- Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate of Scotland] told the Houfe, 
da. that the officer mentioned to have been brought from the 

Swcdifh fervice, was Lord M'Cleod, who was a fon of Lord 
Cromartie, who was ordered to be bcheadsd after the laft re- 
bellion ; 
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bellion ; that this young man was alfoin the rebellion, being 
only eighteen years old; that he had been pardoned, but 
lofing his eftate, was obliged to live abroad ever fince. 

The queftion being put, the committee divided ; ayes 223$ 
noes 130* 

February 5. 

The report of the committee of fupply for the liew levies. 

Mr* Popbam oppofed the bringing up the report, contend- Mr. J>*. 
ing upon the law argument, that the manner in which the *«*. 
troops had been raifed, was unconftitutional and illegal. 

M*. Turner fpoke next, declaring that his life and fortuhe Mr.T«r*<r. 
fhould ever be devoted to his Majefty's perfon and govern- 
ment, becaufe he thought itimpcffible that a prince of the 
Houfe of Hanover fhould ever become hoftile to liberty, or 
violate the laws and conftitution in any fhape whatever. 

Mr. Rous thought the fubferi prions illegal, but that the Mr. JW 
rebellion ought to be quelled by any means whatever ; he 
fhould therefore vote for the fupply of the levies, though 
raifed againft law. 

Mr. Wallace faid, that though^ to be fure, it was againft Mr. w*U 
law for the King to levy money, yet it was perfe&ly- confb- '««• 
nant to law for his Majefty to get money levied for him. 

Lord Frederick Campbell maintained, that the principles of Lord FiW. 
his family were always thofe of whigifm; and he thought Cam P btiL 
iubfqpptions for quelling the American rebellion perfectly 
confifted with .Whigffh principles. 

Mr. Moyfey declared himfelf fatisfied of the legality of fuch Mr. M- 
fubferiptions, being, as they were, purely voluntary ; that Lord-^' 
Coke's opinion was clearly in their favour, as appears by his 
reading upon the ftatute of Rich. 3. where he makes the di- 
ftin&ion between voluntary and involuntary contributions, in 
his chapter of Benevolences, which had not been taken notice 
of. That the commiffion authorized by the ftatute of Cha. 2. 
fo much relied on by the other fide, was compulfbry in its na- 
ture, as appears by the proceedings under fuch commiffions in 
the time of Charles I. and in particular by the defcri prion gi- 
ven of them by Sir John Elliot, in his famous petition to the 
King from the Gatehoufe, in 1626 ; that the terms of the aft. 
of Charles IL prove compulfion, for the words, " fbpplies 
hereby granted, are irreconcileable to any other construc- 
tion, and are of themfelves decifive of the queftion ; for if the 
money thereby raifed was purely fpontaneQus on the part of 
the people, the Commons in Parliament, in fuch cafe, granted 
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nothing; itOr teas the King fare of receiving a fiogle farthing 
under fach a& of Parliament. 
Ooternor Governor Jobvfione contended for the illegality of the 
jobifiwe. fqbfcripUQq. . expatiated on the injuftice the old officers muft 
fuftain, by having fo many N young ones put over their heads ; 
and that in the fame proportion as the new levies were railed, 
the tecrtiiting fcrvice, as to the old regiments, nrnft be pre- 
judiced. He particularly lamented, that fo vaft a proportion 
of thefe new levies was to be raifed in Scotland, becaufe the 
country muft be ftripped of its moft ufeful hands for agricul- 
ture, and for commerce. 
U.Nvtb. Lord North contended, that the ptfefent fubferiptions were 
no ' more than had been prafiifed in all times of public 
emergency, particularly in 1745, and in 1759, in Mr* Pitt's 
adminiftration, when the new levies were raifed by private 
fubfeription ; and the fubferibers, inftead of being treated as 
violators of the law, were publicly and folcmnly thanked by 
the then minifter, Lord Chatham, and applauded by the 
public. He averred, that no influence whatsoever had been 
ufed, but that the offers all came as the fpontaneous and ge- 
nerous efFufions of love and loyalty to the King, and as a 
teftimpny of their zeal to fupport the legislature of Great 
Britain againft the rebellion in America. 
jwa** ? ir "Mi™ Mmditb xt?K\t£ 'to Lord North, that it was 
," " * unjuft to give any fan&ion to his own adminiftration, at the 
„ expence of the reputation of another ; that Lord Chatham's 
^ondu£t, which he reprefented to be the fatnc a* his own, 
was nothing likp it ; that the fubferiptions then were to raife 
recruits for old regiments which had fuffered in the wars; which 
had been raifed under the' authority of Parliament, approved, 
voted, and for a long time paid by Parliament : whereas, in the 
prefent cafe, both the money had been levied, and the troops 
raifed, during the fitting of Parliament, without the confent, 
knowledge, or any communication with Parliament whatever; 
that the precedent for his Lordfhip's conduft might be drawn 
with more corre&nefs from that of James the Second, who, on 
the Duke of Monmouth's landing in the Weft, had adjourned 
the Parliament, for the very purpofe of levying the troops 
himfelf, without the interference of Parliament, in order to 
chufe fuch as were moft attached to his peribn, and moft 
likely to ferve his purpofes. He then went through the hi- 
ftory of all benevolences, from the reign of Edward the 
Fourth, when they began, to the prefent time ; that they 
had been fqpprefled by two a£fo of Parliament, which are 
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now in fercle, and Had bote tteated as unoonftittxtioftat affrays, 
particularly in the reign of James the Firft, when die King 
attempted td rafife a fubftription in a manner dxaftly fimilar 
to the pfefent; namely, by fending certain of hit confidential 
fervants to different parts of the kingdom to rafiffe fpontaneofa 
mod voluntary fubfcriptions, unaccompanied with any cir- 
cumftaace of force whatever. Mr* St. John, who was 
efteemed the beft conftitutional lawyer in the kingdom, and 5 
afterwards Lord Chief juftko, oppofed thofe fubfcriptions 
with great vehemence, and declared, that the attempt to 
get monet for the King's ufe in that why, was a breach o£ 
his. Majtfty's coronation oath, and. an abetting of perjury, 
in all thofe who fubfcribed. He (aid it was* a mark for a 
Bolingbroke, and a match for Richard the Second. Mr. 
St. John was. profecuted in the Stkr Chamber, and acquitted * 
fo that there is the judgment of the Star Chancer itfelf, the 
moft arbitrary and the moft tyrannous court that ever cxifted- 
that refinance- to fuch fubfcriptions, by any means, or in any 
language, is not reprehenfible ; which opinion they could 
never nave entertained, had they judged the fubfcriptions 
tbemfekes to have been legal. 

Mr. Gafcoyne was entering into fomc pcrfonal inveftivc Mr, Gsj* 
againft Sir William Meredith, but the Speaker flopped him, '?*'' 
which Sir William Meredith, in reply, faid he was ferry 
for ; becaufe the more that honourable gentleman abufed him, 
the better he thought of himfelf ; that the effufions of his 
eloquence were incapable of the guilt of flander j they were, 
en the contrary, fetisfa&ory and reputable. 

Tl)e queftion Was called for, and the Houfe divided ; fo* 
agreeing with the report 223, againft it 130.* 
February 6. 

Mr. Burke moved, " That ah humble addrefs be pretested to Mr. Burke. 
his Majefty, that he will be gracioufly nleafed to give direc- 
. tions, that there be laid before thi^ Houfe copies of all papers 
that have paflfed between any of his Majefty*s minifters, and 
the generals of his armies in America, or any perfon afting 
for gQvernment in Indian affairs, relative to the military em- 
ployment of the Indians of America, in the prefent civil war, 



* So large a minority upon a question of fopplv was thought 
extraordinary, it having been commonly obfervea, that queftioot 
of fupply are ufoally carried snanimonfiy, or bot weakly refilled. 
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from the firft of March, 1774, to die firft day of January, 

Mr. Burke began by obferving, that one of the grand ob- 
jefis in the enquiry into the ftate of the nation, was the con* 
dition and quality of the troops employed in America. That 
an account of the King's regular forces, and thofe of his Eu- 
ropean allies, were upon the table. That hitherto no ac- 
count had appeared of his irregular forces, thole in particular 
of his favage allies ; although there had been great depen- 
dence upon them, and that they were obtained at a great ex- 
pence. That it was neceflary to examine into this point ; 
becaufe an extention of their mode of making war had been 
lately ftrenuoufly recommended. The prevailing idea wa^that 
in the next campaign, the plans hitherto purfued were to be 
abandoned ; and a war of diftrefs and intimidation was to 
take place of a war of conqueft, which had been found im- 
practicable. 

Hp obferved, that this mode of war had been hitherto tri- 
ed upon a large fcale ; and the fuccefs which hitherto had at- 
tended it would beft prove, how far it would be proper to ex- 
tend it to all our troops, and all our operations. That if it did 
not promife to be very decifive^ as a plan merely military, it 
could be attended with no collateral advantages to our repu- 
tation as a civilized people, or to our policy in reconciling the 
ininds of the colonies to his Majefty 's government. 

He then ftated what a war by Indians was. ' That the fault 
i>f employing them did not confift in their being of one co- 
lour or another ; in their ufing one kind of weapon or ano- 
ther ; but in their way of making war ; which was fo horri- 
ble, that it fhocked not only the manners of all civilized pco-* 
pie, but far exceeded the ferocity of all barbarians mentioned 
inhiftory. 

That the Indians m North America never have but two prin- 
cipal obje&s for going to war : the glory of deftroying,or, when 
opportunity offered, of exterminating their enemies ; the other, 
which always depended on the former, the glory of procuring 
the greateft number of fcalps, which they hung up in their 
Jiuts as trophies of vidory, conqueft, and perfonal prowefs, 
much in the fame manner that ftandards, kettle-drums, and 
colours, are depofited in public places in civilized nations, in 
token of fome ugnal overthrow of a powerful and dangerous 
enemy, The Indians of America had no titles, fine-cure pla* 
ces, lucrative governments, penfions, or red ribbons, to be* 
flow on thofe who fignalized themfelvcs in the field j their re- 
wards 
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wards were generally received in human fcalps, in human 
flefh, and the gratifications arifing from torturing, mangling, 
fcalping, and fometimes eating tneir captives in war. He- 
then repeated feveral inftances of this diabolical mode of war, 
fcarcely credible, and, if true, improper to be repeated. 

^ He went largely into the proofs of this their mode of ma- 
king war in all times. He proved, that they had not altered 
that mode of making war ; and that no poffible means could 
prevail on them to alter it. He then took a view of the em- 
ployment of thefe favages in the waurs between France and 
England ; and (hewed, that it had been the inevitable confe- 

;[uence of the connexion of the two nations with the feveral 
ndian tribes ; who, on the firft European fettlements, were, 
comparatively, great and powerful ftates ; that alliances had 
been formed with them, and ^11 our affairs became neceflarily 
entangled with theirs. But now na European nation but 
the Englifh colonies remained In North America ; and the 
favages were To reduced in number, that there was no neccf- 
fity of any connexion with them as nations. They were on* 
ly formidable from their cruelty ; and to efuploy them was 
merely to be cruel ourfelves in tneirperfbns ; and to become • 
chargeable with all the odious and impotent barbarities, which 
they would certainly commit, whenever they were called in- 
to a£tion. 

On all thefe points he dwelt a long time, explaining and il- - 
luftratifig every particular with great clearnew and precifion. 
He then cpnfidcred the apologies which had been made for 
employing them ; fuch as, ift, u That if his Majefty had not 
employed them the rebels would ; 2d, and that great care had* 
been taken to prevent the indifcriminate murder of men, wo- 
men, and children, according to their favage cuftom. 3d, That 
they were never employed but in the company of difciplined 
troops, in order to prevent their irregularities." 

Xo the firft, he anfwered, that no proof whatever had been 
given of the Americans having attempted an offenfive alli- 
ance with any one tribe of favage Indians. Whereas, the 
imperfeft papers already before that Houfe demonft rated, that 
he King's ministers had negotiated and obtained fuch allian- 
ces from one end of the continent of America to the other. 
That the Americans had actually made a treaty on the footing 
of neutrality with the famous Five- Nations ; which the 
King's minifters had bribed them to violate, and to ad offen- 
sively againft the Colonies. That no attempt had been made 
m a fingle iaftance on the part of the King's minifters to pro* 
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core * neutrality. That if the fad had been that the Ante* 
ricaM had a&ually employed thofe favages, yet the difference 
of employing them againft armed and trained foldiers, embo- 
died arrd encamped, and employing them againft the unarm- 
ed and defenedefe men, women, and children, of a country, 
difperfcd in their houfes, was rnanifeft ; and left thofe who 
attempted fo inhuman and unequal a retaliation wkhoat ex- 
eufe« 

To the fecond defence* " That tare had been taken to 
prevent mifchief," he anfwered, that he did not doubt the 
humanity of General Burgoyne and our other ofieers. They 
endeavoured it indeed, but in vain* He even ftaled the at* 
tempt itfeif as perfeftly ridiculoua. Here he entered into the 
cocrfideration of General Burgoyne'* famous fpeech to the 
favages, which he painted in a ludicrous light; not con- 
demning the fpeech in itfeif ; he fakl, it was rational and pro- 
per, if applied to any other ; but as applied to favages, to 
whom it ffiuft be perfectly unintelligible and without the leaft 
effect, it might as well have been applied to the wild beafts of 
the foreft. He the* entered into many particulars of that 
General's expedition, as well as Colonel St. Leger's, to (hew, 
that the favages, did- m efteft, indiscriminately murder men, 
women, and children, friends and foes ; and that particularly 
the Slaughter fell moftly upon thofe who were beft affe&od to 
the King's government, and who for that reafon had been 
lately difarmed by the provincials. Here he painted in very 
ftrong colours the horrid ftory of Mifs Mac Ray, murdered 
by the favages on the day of tier marriage with an officer of 
the King's troops. 

As to the third head of defence, cc That tbey had always 
regular troops to reftrain and direct them,'' this he positively 
t denied, and ihewed, that whole nations of favages had been 

bribed to take up the hatchet, without a fingle regular officer 
or foldier amongft them. This he inftariced in the cafe of 
the Cherokees, who were bribed and betrayed into war, upon 
promife of beings aflifted by a large regular force ; that they J 
accordingly had invaded Carolina in their ufual manner, and 
for want of the fupport promifed, were nearly exterminated, 
find the remains of that people now lived in a ftate of fervitude 
to the Carolinians. 

.He then (hewed the monftrous expence of that kind of ally. 
That one Indian foldier coft as much as five of the beft regu 
lar,. or irregular European troops. The minifters though 
that inhumanity and murder could not be bought too dear, 
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That die expence of thefe Indians had not been lefs than 
150,000!. and yet there never had been more than feven or 
eight hundred of them in the field ; and that for a very (hort 
time. That on the leaft appearance of ill fuccefs, they defer- 
ted ; and often even turned their arms on their friends. That 
by falling upon all the inhabitants without dtftin&ion, 
they made every man a foldier ; and that the greateft part of 
the army (as it were conjured up againft General Burgoyne) 
was raifed by indignation and horror at the ufe of the favages ; 
and to them the lofs of a gallant European army under an ac- 
compliihed general, was principally owing. 

After this he touched upon the burning of the towns of 
Falmouth and Norfolk,- as well as private gentlemen's and far r 
mers* houfes, and. other ravages of the King's troops, as 
parts of the war of diftrefs ; and the ill effe&s which iuch 
barbarities had produced. 

He laftly entered upon Lord Dunmore's attempt to incite * 

an infurreftion of negroes. He ftated his proclamation as 
contrary to the common and ftatute law of this kingdom, at 
well as to the law of nations. He ftated what an infarre&ion 
of negroes was ; the number of that fort of men in Virgi- 
nia and Maryland ; the mifchiefs of fetting a crew of fierce^ 
foreign barbarians and flaves to judge which of their mafters 
were in rebellion, and which of their afts were or were not 
rebellious : the utter impoffibility of containing them arid 
keeping them in order was ftated in a ftrong manner. He ap- 

fealed to all who knew the fouthern colonies, and the Weft 
ndies, what murders, rapes, and enormities of all kinds, 
were in the contemplation of all negroes who meditated an in- 
furrefiion. He laftly aflced what means were propofed for go- 
verning thefe negroes, who were 100,000 at leaft ; when they 
had reduced the province tcxheir obedience, and made them- 
felves mafters of the houfes, goods, wives and daughters of 
their murdered lords ? Another war muft be made of them ; 
and another maffacre, adding confufion to confufion, and de- 
ftru&ion to dcftru&ion. He faid, that providentially the En- 
glifh white civilized inhabitants had io ftrengthened them- 
i'elves, as to keep under his Majefty's negro allies ; that not 
above one thoufand or thereabouts were able to efcape, and 
put themfelves under the banners of Lord Dunmore, and that 
the end of thefe wretches, feduced into an infurredion, in which 
they were not fupported, was truly deplorable ; not above one 
or two, as he heard, having efcaped a miferable death by dif- 
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cafe or famine ; but he promifed to move for papers to clear 
up, and afcertain this point. 

Then he dwelt on the affair of Lord Dunmqre, becaufe his 
proceedings were evident by his proclamation, and by the ne- 

S;o army which he had collected* But that there was very 
rong reafon to believe, that the governors of both the Caro- 
Unas, and one at leaft of the Florida*, had been concerned in 
defigns of the fame fort. That one of thefc governors had 
been accufed of it, who did not deny, that in cafe of rebel- 
lion he would avail himfelf of fuch a refource. That this was 
the grand caufe of the greater refentment which appeared in 
the ibuthera, than in many of the northern Colonies ; as 
they had been the firft to abjure the King : and one of them, 
Virginia, to declare, that if die reft fhould fubmit, they would 
hold out to the laft : for what fecurity could they receive, 
that if tney admitted an Englifh governor, he would not raife 
their negroes on them, whenever ,he thought it good to aflert 
any given difturbances fhould amount to a rebellion, and de- 
clare martial law. 

The only remedy he conceived there could be for the alie- 
nation of affc&ions, and diftruft and terror of our govern- 
ment, brought on by thefe meafures ; was for Parliament to 
enquire feriouily into them ; and to (hew their difapprobation 
of pra&iccs as contrary to all true policy, as to the dictates 
of feeling and humanity : for otherwife the colonies would 
never believe, that thofe who were capable of carrying on (o 
cruel and difhonourable a war, could ever be trufted for a found 
and cordial peace ; much lefs be fafely trufted with power and 
dominion. 

The fpeech lafted for more than three hours. It was uni* 

Mr s . nt verfally thought the very beft Mr. Burke had ever delivered. 

jiJmir. Mr. Serjeant Adair feconded the motion. 

Mr. DtGrty Mr. De Grey (fon to the chief juftice) fpoke in defence of 
employing the favages ; faid, that Indian treaties had been 
made during the laft war ; that they had been continued from 
time to time down to the prefent hour ; that it was well 
Jtnown that fuperintendants were employed by government to 
create and preierve alliances among the Indian nations ; and 
finally, that the Houfe every feffion approved of, and recog- 
nized thofe alliances and treaties, by voting fpecific fums of 
money, to be paid into the hands of the luperintendant, to 
be laid out in prefents, and diftributed among the leading 



warriors and chiefs. 
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Sir AUxanBer Leith was fevere on Lord George GermaShe, Sir Akxmm- 
who, hefaid was the fole author and contriver of thofe barba- * rWr * 1 
rows meafurest He was aftonilhed that the noble Lord, con- 
fidering feveral circumftances which he abftained from men-* 
tioning, could prefume to intrude himfelf into an office he 
was very unable and unqualified to fill ; and he was ftill much 
more aftonifhed that he dare continue in it, wheiihis own ex- . 
perience muft have long fince convinced him, that he was to* 
tally unworthy of it. He faid, every fingle meafure he had 
recommended himfelf, or adopted from others, exhibited, fo 
many proofs of his incapacity ; and when his condufl was 
brought to the teft, he affirmed, in his place, that the noble # 
Lord would be found, in every refpeft, unequal to filling the 
high office, which hefuppofed he had ufurped. Here he 'was 
called to order fey the chair. 

Lord George Germaine faid, he could never fit filent, and k 1 *? 1 *!* 
hear fuch unbecoming perfonalities made to his face. He 
begged leave to allure the honourable gentlemen* if they 
werefincere, they muft have arofe from prejudice, and were 
ill-founded. He was a very old member of that Houfe ; and 
he defied any gentleman to fay, that he had ever ufed any 
perfonalities himfelf. He always carefully abftained from 
them ; and whatever his provocations to retort might be on 
the prefent occafionj he mould give one ny>re proof of th«f 
fame mode of conducting himfelf. He faid, he wifhed fin* 
cerely that his conduft might be fully and immediately enquired 
into. He was certain it would turn out to his honour ; but un* 
til that event took place, he thought it was both unparliamen- 
tary and uncandid to make perfonal attacks upon him, which 
he fhould always, in future, look upon as meant to prejudice 
that Houfe againft him. HisLordlhip then fpoke fhortly to 
the queftion, and juftified the conduft of adminiftration* 
He faid the matter lay within a very narrow compafs ; the In- 
dians would not have remained idle fbeftators ; the' very ar- 
guments ufed by the honourable gentleman who made the mo- 
tion were fo many proofs that they • would not : befides, the 
rebels, by their cmiffaries, had made frequent applications to 
the Indians to fide with them ; the Virginians particularly ; 
and, he faid, that foroe Indians were employed at Bofton, 
in the rebel army* Now taking the difpofition of the In- 
dians with the applications which had been made to them by 
the Colonies, it amounted to a clear, indifputed propofition, 
that either they would have ferved againft us, or that we muft 
have employed them. This being the alternative, he con- 
Vox.. VIII. Zz tended 
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tended ftroiigly for the neceffity of employing. them, and was 
ready to fubniithis condu& on that ground, to the judgment 
of the Heufe, whenever the meafure and the motives which 
led to it came tinder drfcuffiort. 
JU.Hon.7*. The Right Honourable T. Town/bend contended that the 
rrwnjbend. H ou f e was not in poffeffion of any fpeciesof parliamentary 
proof whatever, to induce it to fuppofe, that overtures had 
been made by the Congreii to the Indian powers ; on the con- 
trary, from* the beft information, the faft was the direft re- 
verie.' There had been ar meeting -between perfons on the part 
of the Colonies and the -Indian- chiefs, and there it ws» weU 
% known, that all the deputies denred, was a neutrality on the 
part of the Indians. One of the iirft public afts of the Con- 
grefs befides,was, a letter, addreiTed to the feveral Indian na- 
tions, in which they ft a ted the utmoft. of their deiires to be no 
more than an acquiefcence in this neutrality ; but granting the 
fa& as ftated by the noble Lord in its fulleft extent to be true, 
it would not meet the main objection flaied by the honourable 
gentleman who made the motion, which was, not that thofe 
barbarities would be exercifed on men, with arms in their 
hands, or made captives in battle ; but on innocent, peaceable 
people in their dwellings and habitations : unlefs therefore the 
noble Lord would make one fuppofition more, which was, that 
the flaves in the Southern Colonies, as well as the lavages, 
would 'make a forced march aver to Great Britain, and exe- 
cute here what the two proclamations now read invited them 
to perpdtrate in America : the pretence of employing them 
to murder old men, women, and children, inftead of making 
war againft their armed enemies, even in their ufual way, was 
entirely at an end. He then gave an account of Lacorne, and 
his method of ading, when he had the command of Indians* 
Governor Governor PownaiL. No man can have a more determined ' 
f*nMh. abhorrence of the employing the Indian favages in our wars, 
than I have ; becaufe no man, in this Houfe at leaft, has had 
occafion to know fo much of this matter, as it fell to my lot 
to have during the laft war. My horror of their cruel fer- 
▼ices does not arife from the paintings of imagination, but 
from what I have known of- the faft : there is not fo heUifti, 
fo unfair an engine of war, as the fervice of the Indian fa- 
vagc, when mixed in with the wars of civilized nations. 
What then ntuft we think of it * What muft be our feelings, 
when they are employed in a war between parts of the fame 
nation, branches of flic fame family, in the war between us 
and our brethren* 

The 
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The imntdal feelings -of humanity, and aipirit irf Jbonour, 
have, amidft civilized nations, defined even rights, and given 
laws tt> ablate of ,waf; have bud a teftnuut oq havtock, and 
given Urate t to deltruSion and'bloodihed. There are, even 
in rigownrof.war, the jura httii, which civilized nations 
have adopted;? amd do aknoft univerfally obferve*. The 
war of the iavage, inftead of being a conteft of right ,hy - 
power, .regulated and retrained by any feelings of .honour 
oe humanity, is an unrcft rained effufion of 'the paffionsof 
retveng* aiid- blead-thir^ijaefs,. g2 Hrtare adits, is <awarj>f 
univerfal ravage and devaluation to. utter jdeilru&ion; inftead 
of giving laws to war, it gives the name and effed of right 
to every cruel exertion of paffion, revenge, and .barbarity, 
jufque datum fceleru If, therefore,- the Indian* bave.e v£ir, in 
'this war, .been employed in any cafe where an abffldUte, uri- 
avoidaJMe and direct neceflity did not call fboit^ nothing can 
ever juftify it — I am.furemy opinion never flialh . I «€rtfidcr 
therefore the cafe of this. American war; its operations ace 
combined with the nature of the country, metre than -half a 
wildernds, and with the intorefts and ,nature of the Indians 
who inhabit this wildcrne& No wjar can be carried on in 
that country w which the Indians will not mix. . That belli- - 
gerent power which hath not them with it, will have thpm 
againft it. The idea of 3r neutrality is a deiufive notion, and 
impra&icable in fe&; and never was taken jip by any party, 
but aa*a-fiicoedane«m, to bfe:tried..after fuch.pairty hadmifi- 
carricd ia the attempt, to engage the Indians to aft offenfively 
.with them.. Thefe were* the politics of the Fi^nch in the lad: 
war; aftef we if ad .got the Indians from them, and engaged 
to us,' their, .whole efforts were employed to engage ,the In- 
dians to a neutrality. The fame fpirit of politics, on the 
fame ground, led the Congrefs^in this war, (after they had ' 
failed *in their attempt to engage confederated . Indians) to 
follow the plaufible line. of neutrality in thetemper.of mode- 
ration and humanity. They are an informed, a wife, and a 
prudent body of men ; all their conduft lias been meafured 
by the rules which wifilom and prudence difiate; they, 
therefore, firft tried to engage the Indians, knowing that there 
is an abfolute, unavoidable, and direfi neceffity of employ- 
ing the Indians offensively, and mixing them- in with their 
arms and operations. Without referring to, or quoting the 
whole courfe of the French and Engliih politics, in Ame- 
rica, refpe&ing this matter; and their various Attempts to en- 
gage and fecure the arms of the Indians to their refpe&ive 
party ; I will inform the Houfe, that one and almoft the fole 
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purpofe of the Congrefc of deputies from all the colonies in 
America, convened and held at Albany in 1754, was to per- 
fuade and engage die Indians of the Fire Nations and their 
allies to take up the hatchet (in aid of the Britilh caufe) 
ogainft the French. So much for thefpirit of American poli- 
tics in this cafe, And, in coniequence of the absolute un* 
avoidable and direft nectffity of fuch meafures, the in- 
ftru&ions given laft war uniformly by the feveral fucceeding 
ministers, to General Braddock, to General Shirley, to Laid 
Loudon, to General Abetcrombie, and General Amherft, 
frere to this very purpofe. 

From feeing that the Indians muft be employed ; from feeing 
that the neceffity was unavoidable ; from feeling, at the fame 
time, a horror of their being permitted to aft their cruelties 
in violation of every idea of humanity, contrary to every 
principle of the law of nations, and the jura belli obfcrved by 
civilized nations amongft each other, it was, that, being in 
a litoation which gave a right and power to do it, informed 
jn confutation and concert with my friend, Colonel, after- 
Sir William Johnfon, the plan of Indian adminiftrarion and 
eftablifhments, which put the Indians, when employed in 
conjunction with our troops, under fuch a fuperintendency 
and lead as might direft their operations, in conformity to 
the laws of nations and jura billi ; die eftabliihment 0/ the 
fuperintendency; the forming the Indians into war compa- 
nies ; the getting war-leaders (by means agreeable to their 
own mode of choofing them) appointed to command and 
conduft them ; the forms of the commiffions and inftru&ions, 
were all fettled at that time. From that period, I believe 
few, if any, of thofe outrageous a£ks of cruelty and barba- 
rity, before experienced, have been committed. In the year 
17*6, upon the appointment of Sir William )ohnfon to be 
Colonel of the Six Nations, the Indians engaged tt> be em- 
ployed under Lord Loudon were formed into four compa- 
nies, with officers appointed over them. The forms of the 
commiffions and fnftru£fcions fettled at that time were con- 
stantly obferved during the whole of the laft war : and upon 
my aflcing the queftion in office, I have been told that thf 
fame have been obferved during this unhappy war. If any 
commander in chief has at any time been induced, from any 
ideas, different from this preventive fyftcm, to give a look 
to that rein by which the favage fpirit of the Indians was 
reftrained ; or, if any improper perfons have been employed, 
firho have encouraged, or even permitted the Indians to in* 
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dulge their old favage cruelty, Ibch, I think, deferve the 
molt fevere punifbment. We ought firft to inquire, whether 
the like eftablifhmeflts have been obferved ; whether did like 
commiffions and inftruftions hare been iffucd in this war as 
in the laft : we ought farther to enquire, whether any improper 
people have been employed ? whether they have carried their 
command Co as to encourage or permit any cruelties or favage 
rigours in the execution ? We cannot condemn what from 
neceffity has been * conftant and invariable meafure in the 
American warfare, that of employing Indians : but if any 
favagc barbarities, contrary to the law of nations and the 
jura btlliy have been committed, there our cenfure ought to 
fall ; and in proportion as the fault rifes into criminality, that 
cenfure ought to be accompanied with punifhment. So much, 
Sir, for what is paft. If die Houfe will indulge me to fpeak 
to arrangements, which I think might be taken for the future, 
refpe&ing thefe Indian fervice^ I think the neceffity of em- 
ploying mem may be avoided ; I know, and therefore fpeak 
dire&fc that any idea of an Indian neutrality is nonfenfe, 
is delufive, dangerous nonfenfe ; if both we and the Ameri- 
cans w*re agreed to obferve a ftrift neutrality in not employ- 
ing them, they would then plunder and fcalp both parties in- 
dilcriminately on both fides, Although this is my opinion, . , 
founded on the knowledge and experience I have had in thefe 
matters; yet I am perfuaded, that if we and the Americans 
could come to feme ftipulation, or convention, that we wouty 
mutually, and in one fpirit of good faith, not fufler the In- 
dians to intermeddle, but to coniider and aft againft them as 
.enemies, wherever they did execute any hoftilities againft any 
of the British nation, equally, whether Englifli or Ameri- 
cans, all this horrid bnfinefs might be prevented, or at leait 
in great meafure retrained; if government would in the 
true fpirit and temper of humanity adopt this idea, and if 
Parliament woold by any means find their way to give fan&ion 
to it : if government, in this temper, and under this fanftion, 
would propofe to the Congrefs the terms ' of fuch a conven- 
tion, I am certain, that the Congrefs would embrace it with 
fincerity, and execute it with good faith. This is a meafure 
that would have nothing to do with the objeft of die war ; 
and yet this fpirit, thus aiming to regulate the means of re- 
ftraining its rigours and cruelty, might become the firft feed 
pf peace. This would open grounds that might lead to 
pnutual good difpofitiqns and good offices ; and who fhall fay 
what may not arife out of tjus ; I thixik, that I fee clearly, 
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! filch' a.hqgini^ft^vvpxjW^d ip peace; government will not 
dammit .any. .qt *ts J^ghts or u*erc{U m making the pro- 
pofal : the very ma&ng it ,woul$l Jaj,the grounds of agrce-i 
xncot. [Here a. marJL of almoft geffcralr approbation fliowedi 
Jtfclf by, JJearhim, from all fides #£ the Houfe.^ {-.bail the 
jbappy omen; I .tbiiifc I fe«? the .fpypt ,c& peace arifing in the 
Houle, and may inanimate all our bfsaifo* I ajn fo confident 
.that this mealure .would be adopted : a#4 fecqecd ; and -that ic 
.would finally lead -to the opening a.,t$eaty Sfr p<?a<^ jkfelf ; 
jhat if government will ,take ^t ^p,^. a .^^tfe^ajid cbi> J 
Wonfc give its ^an£y.qn t? ifc { trill, ^itkqut CftQinufiian, 
without pay, or the expectation qf apy. reward flrbatfaever, 
go myfelf to the Cq^grets, and jpajte the <praipofaJ : and 
though I take with. me no conunifiioo, by ^hich,gpsej*nroenr 
may be committed ; yet if. the* pfopojtal is accgpjEgd .and 
agreed to, I will find a wayjtpjgife affujapee tp the .Con- 
grefs, that they may. ail ofi my pcopofal ; Ijwill ppt toyfeif 
ir;to their hands a? an .homage, for,the Jf uth of what I pro- 
pofe, and fpr jftogQQd a faith\oF gpvqrnjn$flt % fta this gKPtind 
I am ready/toiet.ouufo^ jpame^k,. J £b$J not a litffc Jiappy 
that what I rwx4aid ; i^>yejl seeqpv#dj>y t^e H9«fe ; wfrether 
it will be accepted and adapted, by tgpMepntneqt, I fctow not. 
I Feejthatlliaye'dpnemy du?y- \ v'-i; ■ .;. 

Ooi. 9*r// Colonel -5/zrrf highly couip&i>e*rt§d . Mr. Butffce on hi* 
fpeecIv^nS hopw he.wpujdpublifl^ijt, -which ifii^did, he 
jvouW go and najj '\t upon every chijrchi-door,, whtfrc he iaw 
tye .King's proclamation for : the \faft# He flawed, from 
^prmcr tranfaftipns in thejate.w^^o^r difficult it was for 
apy general to keep :tji$ feyagesjft.a^y-juiHiof order, cfpe- 
cjally where the number of rpguJajVjvas not (Wftckebt to 
pver-awc then?* l{e mentioned anin(Unce, in which he had 
tlie gopd fortune .fp pseferve the life -qf a prifoaer, but that 
K was with the utmoft, difficulty and dexterity that he had ac- 
compli (hed it by fteaHng as it werc T the jrian fe)sa. their hands, 
not by dint of discipline or threats, . . 

He mentioned that in the late affair, between Colonel St. 

' Lcger and General Harkcner, near Fort Stanwix, .thatfeve- 

ral of the General's men being taken pri Toners, Sir John 
Johnfon, who commanded the lavages, finding feveral of the 
J> rifoners, who from his own knowledge, were not friends to 
the American caufe, but forced into the fervice, he feparated 
them from the reft of the prifontrs^ putting them into a 
feoufe, and telling the Indians, that they were his friends and 

their 
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heir pcrfons facred ; and yet in the night the houfes were % 
jroke open, and thofe very men mafTacred. 

Hon. James Lut&eU related Lord Q. Germaine's words, Hon. y. 
1 That if we were fure the Anaeri<0iie wquld not employ the £««*& 
[ndians, if we .ceafed to employ them, he fhould certainly , 

prefer neutrality, to fuch horrid. maffacre." Mr. Luttrell ob- 
eyed to giving tninifters the credit of preferring neutrality, * 
•vheri that neutrality. was fo evidently' in. their power to be ac- 
quired, not by application to the favagefl* .but to the Ameri- 
cans ; for if both fide* refufed to pay for ^ejilps, the Indians ' 
muft prefer the felling;of furs, venifan, % or jvild fowl, to a hu- 
man butchery, attended .with infinite danger to tbemfelves, 
and no profit. That they might be, employed as pilots and 
hunters, though he thought their fhewing>General Burgoyne 
the Hudfon's river, had proved no advantage to. this country. 
He could not conceive neutrality an abfurdity, becaufe it 
would imply, that the minifter who ftated it to the Houfe as a 
wife meafure was ignorant and uninformed ; and it was not 
common fenfe to fay the Americans would not agree to.it,. 
when they are the fufferers by the prefent employment of the 
favages. He wifhed for the papers relative to negotiations 
with Indians, becaufe minifterial affertipns were not equal to 
parliamentary proof, and that their concealing the truth, im- 
plied a fear of being juftly cenfured for a want of humanity, 
disgraceful to the chara&er of the nation, and of putting this 
country to unneccfiary eXpence. 

Governor John/lone expatiated on the bad policy of em- ejertrnor 
ploying fuch a banditti. He gave the higheft compliments Joh*fl*»*. 
to Mr. Burke's oratory, and expreffed himfelf happy that 
on this day (hangers were not admitted into the gallery, as 
it might have been, to be feared, that fo great would have 
been their indignation at the two Lords [North and Ger- 
maine] and to fuch a pitch of enthufiafm would they have 
been worked, that he fhould have expefted the Lords would 
have been torn in pieces by the people in the wa,y to their 
houfes. 

Mr. Rigby pretty ftrongly declared, that there had been Mr. Rift. 
mifmanagement fomewhere ; that it ought to be enquired in- 
to, and the nation receive full fatisfa&ion. 

He vindicated the meafure of employing the favages, and 
faid, they might be kept in order, as there was an inltance of 
General Amherft having done it in the late war. [In this he. 
alluded to a ftoxy. told by Colonel Bslrri, that Genjcral Am* 
Jwrft had told the frv age*, that for the future they (hould not 
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murder any perfon, upon which 300O of them left his camp 
the next night.] 

Mr. F«r. Mr. Cbarks Fax obfcrved, that the idea of the gentleman 
who fpoke laft, of keeping the favages in order, was erta&ly 
fimilar to that of keeping the Americans fo* Th» General 
Amherft had loft All his men as£oon as he attempted it, as 
# this nation had America. He proved, from the dates of the 

papers of the Gongrefs, that the Americans had not entered 
into any treaty with the favages until fome months after the 
date of the Engliih treaty, and lhewed that to prove the. fa A 
was an additional reafon for producing the papers* He like- 
wife obfervved, that the tone of fninifters was greatly altered: 
- formerly it was God and Nature ; now it was fimple 'Neccffky. 

U. Ncrtb. Lord North faid, that he alfo was glad that jio ftranger? 
were admitted on this d*y, though for another reafon, viz* 
left they fhould be worked up into an indignation and horror 
aeainft the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe, for de- 
claring ientiments lb contrary to thofe which the honour and 
dignity of the country demanded. 

That in refpeft to the employment of the lavages, he 
looked on it as bad, but unavoidable ; that they were of that 
nature, that if one fide did not, they would enter immediately 
on the other. 

That as to the 'Negroes who were fct at liberty from their 
mafters, and infifted to join our army, the proclamation of 
Lord Dunmore did not call on them to murder their mafters, 
at had been faid in the debate, but only to take up arms in 
defence of their fovereign ; but that he was willing Lord 
Dunmore's proclamation fhould be laid on the table, that, if 
reprehenfible, it might be attended tog 

That as to cruelty, he had been informed that fereral of 
the Provincials had been hanged up, by a dozen at a time, for 
no other crime but that of driving their hogs or cattle to the 
Engliih camp, which camp was not in any need of provisions, 
having been compleatly furniftied from the country with as 
much as would laft them months, and therefore the provisions 
intended to be brought in were for the uie of the inhabitants 
of Philadelphia, not of the army. He called on the military 
gentlemen in< the Houfe to declare, if this proceeding was 
warranted by the rules of war of any nation whatever. 

£ea. Cm- General (smvay faid, that the noble Lord's queftion conld 

m *J* only be anfwered by the circumftances of the thing. That 
when a town Was befieged or blockaded, and the General who 
commanded fuch feige or blockade, had hopes of (uccefeby 
ftarving the other*, and fhould then publifh that no perfon 
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fhould btingin prbvifionson pain of death, that a breach of 

fuch orders would be fo punifhed, and the General excufablfe; 

but if ftormingthe enemy was not the point aimed at, they 

leldom proceeded to fuch extremities. That it was neceffafy 

to know the precife time when Wafhiagton had done this (if 

he had done it) as he believed there was a point of time when 

the army had not taken Mud-f fland, and might be fuppofed to .. 

want provifionsi 

Mr. Gilbert laid a few words againft having the papers. MuGi&trt. 

The Houfe divided, For the queftion 137, againft it 323. 

Mr. Utirk then moved, That an humble addrefs be pre- Mt.Bkrh. 
fented to his Majefty, that he wiH be gratioufly pleafed to 
givedire&ions, that therc.be laid before this Houfe, coj^tsof 
all treaties and conventions with the Indians of North- Ame- 
rica, and all meffages, {beeches, and fymbols, fent by any 
perfons afting in his MajeRy's fervice, or under their orders, 
from the 1 ft day of March 1774, fo far asthe fairie have been 
received. It pafled in the negative. 

That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of all 
money, arms, ammunition, (lores, and the quantity, kind 
and value, of goods given to the faid Indians, or to any of 
them, or configned to any perfon to be given to them, or any 
of them, on account of his Majefty, or any perfon employed 
in his or the public fervice, from the ift March 1774. It 
patied in the negative* 

That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of the 
numbers, nations, and names of chiefs, of the American 
Indians, who have been in arms againft the. colonies in North 
America, fince ift March 1774; as alfo of thofe who havo 
adted in his Majefty's armies, with their ftate and numbers, 
as by the laft returns, and where employed* It pafled in the 
negative. 

That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of the 
number of Negroes of Virginia, who have repaired to his 
Majcfty's ftandard, from the ift of March 1774, and the 
corps which they formed or were embodied in, together witji 
the names of the officers commanding the faid corps, and ferv- 
ing therein ; as alfo their number and condition, as by the laft 
return* It pafied in the negative. 

That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that 
he will be gracioufly pleafed to give direftions, that there be 
laid before this Houfe, copies of all orders given, and infor- 
mations received, relating to the raiiing Negroes for his Ma- 
jesty s fervice, in Nort^ Carolina and South Carolina, It 
palled in the negative. Adjourned to February 9. 
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February 9. 

February 10. 



Private bufinefs. 
No debate. 



February n. 

Haafe in committee on the ftatc of the nation. Before the 
XA. i?$rtb. Speaker left the chair, Lord North faid, he fhould on Tuet- 
day next (the 17th) propofe to the Houfe a plan of concilia- 
tion with America. 
Mr. F*x. Mr. Pulteney having taken the chair, Mr. Fax rofe, and 
ftated a great number of fafts relative to the army ferving in 
America, which fads were founded on conclufions, from the 
infarction on the table. 

He obferved, that there was fuch a number of effc&ivc men 
in America (6864) in the year 1774 ; that by comparing the 
reinforcements fent but the next year; added to the forces then 
on the fpot, with the returns at the conclufion of that year, 
it would give the total deficiency, which under its feveral 
heads amounted to the totaMofs ; lb with the Year* 1776 and 
1777 : thus by adding to the number of men ferving in Ame- 
rica the firft year, the reinforcements and recruits of each 
fucceflive, year, and comparing the amount of thole feveral 
totals with the laft returns, ttye difference between the latter 
and the former (hewed cxaftly the lofs of men (lain in battle, 
or dead, or otherwife incapacitated for fervice, by wounds, 
captivity, and ficknefs. 

This, he obferved, was the firft part of his plan, to afcer- 
tain the lofs of lives, and lofs of fervice, under their refpec- 
tive heads ; the other part of it would be, to efthnate the lofs 
of treafure, which he computed, at the lowed computation, 
to be full twenty- five millions fpent, which, with twenty 
thoufand lives loft, that being the difference, he faid > between 
the troops ferving in America at the commencement of the 
war, and the whole of the embarkations, he appealed to the 
judgment of the committee, whether it was not full time (con- 
(idering that wc had gained nothing, or next to nothing, by 
this fatal conteft hitherto, but a powerful, numerous, and 
" * well-difciplined enemy, inftead of an undifciplined rabble, to 
contend with) to think ot the critical and alarming fituatioa 
of public affairs. Whether our refources of men and money 
were equal to the difficult and hazardous tafk of conqueft ; or 
if that fhould appear, on enquiry, to be totally impra&ica- 
. ble, whether Parliament (houjd not, and -that immediately, 
devife feme means for putting an end to our public calamities, 
and endeavour to avert thofe imirfineut dangers with, which 
1 wc 
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we arc' threatened on every fide. If minifters while they hol4 
out the plan, will at the fame time have the candour to ac- 
quaint the Houfe, how much treafure has been wafted, how 
many lives have been loft, how many difgraces had been 
brought on the nation, by this mad, improvident, and de- 
ft ru&ivfe war, he would moft certainly join them ; that twen- 
ty-five millions of money had been already fpent, or the 
faith of the pation hath been pledged for the expenditure j 
and that twenty thoufand lives had been thrown away to no 
manner of purpofe ; but, if at all pradticable, to make conci- 
liation infinitely more difficult than if the fword had never 
been drawn, a fhilling fpent, or a, life loft. 

He gave the moft ample teftimony to the bravery and good 
conduct of the generals ; and contended, that they mifcar- • 
ried, not for want of fldll in their profeffion, or from neg- 
left of duty, but merely becaufe they werer employed in a ' 
fcrvice, in which it was impoffibie for them to fucceed ; and 
if minifters (hewed any trace of wifdom throughout their 
whole conduft, it was in their choice of the officers they feqt x ~ 

out, though they now bafely infinuated, that it was only in 
the choice of generals that they were deceived ; and that it • 
was to their fault alone, that all our mifcarriages in the pro- 
fecution of the meafures could be juftfy imputed. ' * 

He faid, he had been informed, that it "was intended to 
fend out other generals, and on that ground, that grett ex- 
pectations were formed from the next campaign : but, for 
his part, he expe&ed, that whoever fhould fucceed to the 
prefent gentlemen in command, would juft meet with the 
fame fate of their predeceflbrs ; they would be one day 
charged with indolence, ina&ivity, and want of fpjrit ; with 
a defigncd procrafti nation of the war, from motives of lucre 
and private intereft ; and the next, with Quixotifm, knight- 
errantry, and exceeding the inftru&ions under which they were 
to aft. He turned again to the intended propofition of the no- 
ble Lord in the blue ribbon, and allured his Lordfhip, that if 
his plan was a fair, open one, founded in juftice and good 
policy, and warranted by the principles of the conftitution, 
he would venture to anfwer for his fide of the Hpufe, that it 
would meet with their moft hearty concurrence. He feared 
it would not anfwer this defcription ; becaufe he could hard- 
ly be perfuaded, unlefs the idea of tyranny, cruelty, and 
meannefs were infeparable, that the fame men who had re-' 
jefted the moft humble petitions and .dutiful renlonftrances 
with haughtinef. and contempt, could ever confent to hold 
out any plan which wa* meant to fecure thofe rights which 
A a a 2 they 
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they had aU along attempted to annihilate by the fword, thete-> 
by adding tyranny and cruelty to oppreffion and injuftice. 
Jic then read his feverat refolutions, which amounted to twelve 
in number ; that there was fuch a number of troops in Ame- 
rica in 1774, fo many fent in 1775, total of that year, and 
fo on with 1776 and 1777, which ought, on the whole, in 
the latter year to have amounted to 48,000 effective men and 
a fra&ion ; that by the laft returns, foreigners and Britilh in- 
cluded, did not amount to more than 20,000,' confcqucntly 
the lofs was 20,000 men. From whepce he drew this conclu- 
sion, that if with fuch a number of troops fo little could be done, 
it was clear, that the carrying on the war, either to terrify the 
Americans into obedience, or tofubdue them,was impracticable 
His firft refolution moved was ; Refolved, that it appears 
to this committee, that in the year 1774, the whole of the 
land forces ferving in North America did not amount to more 
, than 6864 effective men, officers included, 
„ Lord Barrington faid, he highly difapproved of the motion, 
pord Bar* as improper and ill-timed : but when ne knew fojne of the 
&*&*• honourable gentleman's propofed refolutions were not found- 
ed in faft, he had no difficulty in giving them a dired nega- 
tive. The honourable gentleman ftated, that 20,000 men 
had been loft already in this war; this, he contended, was 
founded in grofs error, for, by the returns which he had in 
his hand, it plainly appeared, that inftcad of 20,000 men 
being loft, the whole amount of the killed, in the courfe of 
the three years war, was no more than 1200. He did not 
mean to include in that number thofe who died natural deaths, 
or defertcd, or were made prifoners, or were unfit for fervice 
through wounds or ficknefs, but fuch only as were flain in 
battle. If, therefore, the refolution concerning the lofs of 
men was to go out into the world, it would convey a very 
falfe idea,: and looking on it in that light, he fhould give it 
his hearty negative. 

Mr. Grenvilky in an animated fpeech, condemned the con- 
Mr. Grew duft of the American war. He acknowledged, that he al- 
ways thought, and fhould ever continue to think, be the 
event of the prefent conteft what it may, that Parliament 
had a right to have a controul over America ; to levy taxes, to 
regulate its trade, and fecure the monopoly of its commerce. 
The eftablifhing and maintaining of colonies would be folly, 
were it otherwise ; the protecting them, when they were not 
able to prpteft and defend themfclyes, at a very great cxpence, 
which has ever been,* and always muft be the cafe, from the 
nature of fuch eftablifhments, would not be folly, but mad- 
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ijefs in the extreme* if, when they arrived at a ftatc of ftrength 
and maturity, to be no longer in want of our aid, they were 
to be at liberty entirely to throw off all dependence, and de- 
claim all connection with the parent-ftatc, and, by fo .doing, 
cftabli(h their own greatnefs on the ruin of the motheri-coun- 
try. It was upon thefe principles that he had fupported the 
war, in which he had but one object, revenue, Thefe princi- 
ples were %pw become merely matter of fpeculation ; fuch as 
they were, however, he fhould ever retain them : he there* . 
fore did not mean by his vote of that day to abandon them ; 
but meant to confider the queftion of expediency, which muft 
decide upon the war* He deplored the difgrace brought not 
upon pur arms, but on our counfels, by the rafti undigested ex- 
pedition from Canada. He lamented the little protection given 
to our commerce, the weight of infurance, the ftate of our 
public credit ; to thefe circumftances he muft yield ; but that 
he hoped the day of retribution would come, when minifters 
might be called to a fevere account for the infamy which they 
Jiaye brought upon this country, by their conduct of a war, 
into which they had deceived t,he country, by promifes of a 
revenue which they now abandoned. He obferved, that the 
noble Lord at the head of the treafury, had informed the 
Houfe, that Jie would, in a few days, propofe to its confide- 
ration a plan of conciliation. He fincerely wilhed it might 
fucceed ; but he had every reafon in the world to believe it 
would not. A previous confidence between the parties was the 
very bafis of every fpecies of treaty-making. The noble Lord 
himfelf would not venture to fay, that was the cafe between mi- 
nifters and the prefent governing powers in America, It was 
well known, that every poffible occafion had been given by the 
prefent adminiftration, to fix in the breafts of the people of 
America, and their leaders, the moft rooted hatred aad in- 
veterate rancour. Under fuch circumftances of difappoint-' 
ment and difgrace on one fide, and fuch provocations on the 
other, he would appeal to the candour of thole whofe difpo- 
fitions might carry them to the greateft lengths, in point of 
• expectation, whether there was the moft diftanf profpect of 
any good to arife from a treaty, when conduced by men on 
the part of Great Britain, who were univerially execrated from' 
one end of the North American continent to the other — Men, 
whofe bell and fincereft intentions would be only interpreted 
as lures to enfgare and betray. He was ready to give the no* 
ble Lord all poffible credit for his candour ; out whatever his 
intentions may be, he feared that the effect of his propofed 
plan, partly from the reafons juft mentioned, and partly trom 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



365 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

the nature of the plan itfelf, would be, not to be accepted of 
by America ; which wotild furnilh minifters with an apology 
to try the experiment of one more fatal and difgraceful cam- 
paign ; after which, he would venture to predict, that all 
further attempts to fubdue, or treat with America, would be 
at an end, and that country irretrievably loft for ever to this. 
He .concluded in nearly the following words : The moment 
is critical, I do not think, notwithstanding all that has hap- 

Eened, but the colonies may, by proper mcafures, be yet 
rought back to a ftate of Constitutional obedience ; and that 
we may once more recover their affe&ions. If there be a 
man, who has ferved this nation with honour to himfelf, and 
glory to his country ; if there be a man, who has carried the 
arms of Britain triumphant to every quarter of the globe, and 
that beyond the moft fanguine expeftations of the people ; if 
there be a man of whom the houfe of Bourbon ftands more 
peculiarly in awe ; if there be a man in this country, who 
unites the confidence of England and America, is not he the 
proper perfon to treat with America, and not thofe who have 
uniformly deceived or oppreffed them ? There is not one 
prefent, who is ignorant of the perfon to whom I allude. 
You all know that I mean a noble and near relation : [Lord 
Chatham.] He is the man whom his Majefty ought to call 
to his councils, becaufe the Americans revere him, and the 
unbiafled part of the nation would moft chearfully truft their 
deareft interefts with him. I know the little paltry infinua- 
tions which may be thrown out againft the language I now 
hold ; can only fay to them, that I defpife them as much as I (hall 
do any man capable of ufing them : and knowing that there ii 
not the man nor the objeft in this country capable of making 
me Crofs that board againft my opinion, I truft that this Houfe 
will at leaft jrive me credit for the fincerity with which I de- 
liver it ; and if it {hall be found, that it is to him to whom the 
nation looks forward for its falvation, it is a duty which t am 
bold to fay his Majefty owes to his people, to avail himfelf of 
fuch refpeflable affiftance, 
\A.Nwtl. Lord North faid, as he never meant to negotiate away the 
rights of this country, to procure himfelf any temporary con- 
venience ; fo he never wiftied to encroach on thofe of Ame- 
rica. His own private opinion never varied : but if his pro- 
pofition fhould not meet with the approbation of the majority 
of that Houfe, or that it ihould undergo any alteration, in 
, -either event, he would gladly acquiefce. As to the particu- 
lar favourable difpofition of America towards individuals or 
. parties in that or the other Houfe, by every thing that had 
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yet appeared, all men and all parties feemed equally ob- 
noxious to them ; and whenever propofitions. came to be 
made, he was inclined to believe the objeft of the colonies 
would not be who it was that made them, but whether they 
were fuch as anfwered their own expe&ations. For his part, 
he was ready and willing to refign the difagreeable talk to 
whoever was thought better qualified, and was contented to 
accept of it. He wifhed as fincerely for pacification as any 
one perfon in either Houfe ; and fo the end was obtained, it 
was a matter of no confequence to him by whom,, or in what 
manner it was obtained* He then fpoke to the queftion, and 
was againft the rpotion, faying, that though he had approved 
of the purport of the motion, he could not agree to it while 
there remained fo great; a difference in the calculation, be- 
tween the honourable gentleman who made it, and the noble 
Lord from whofe particular office the papers came. If, there- 
fore, the motion was not withdrawn till the difference in cal- 
culation, which was in the proportion of fixteen to one, was 
reconciled, he fhould move to report fome progrefs. * 

Mr. Burke remarked that the fentiments, opinions, pro- Mr. Jfo-J* 
mifes and affurances of the minifter, were conftantly in a re- 
gular, fuccejEve, uniform ftate of contradidion to each other, 
in re(pe& of every matter relative to the American meafurea 
. and American war. On the prefent occafion, he rofe inftant- 
ly, he faid, after the noble Lord [Lord North] left, if he 
deferred it only a few minutes longer, the noble Lord's me- 
mory might fail him. 

Lord Ongley was againft the motion, and declared himfelf La. Ongty 
to be againft any meafure of accommodation, fhort of com- 
pelling America, in the firft inftance, to acknowledge the fu- 
preme right of Parliament. 

Sir Richard Sutton fpoke nearly to the fame purport, and ex- Sir Rich* 
preffed his difapprobation of the refolution, as only tending **** 
to encourage our rebellious fubjefts in America to refufe eve- 
ry reafonable plan of accommodation which minifters might 
tliink proper to offer them. 

LQrd Nugent was againft the propofed refolution. He af* Ld. Mga* 
firmed, on his confeience, he was fatis&ed that minifters had 
purfued the beft meafures, though they had unhappily failed. 
As there was fo immenfe a difference between the accounts of 
the two honourable gentlemen [Mr. Fox and Lord Barring- 
ton] he could not fee, till that was fettled, how it was poffi- 
ble for the debate to be continued. He faid, he difapp roved 
of this enquiry from the beginning ; and experience had taught 
him, that a multiplicity of papers ferved not to inform hut to 
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perplex ; and related the following anecdote, in proof of his 
, general affertion. The late King, foon after his acceffion, 
told Sir Robert Walpole* that he would himfelf fee all papers 
of confidence, before any meifures were taken upon them. 
Sir Robert was alarmed, and went to confult his brother Ho- 
race, what was beft to be done* Horace feeing him fo unea- 
fy, laughed, and advifed him to give the King more than he 
afked ; " Give him all the papers, and I dare fay, he will 
foon have enough of them. Sir Robert took his advice, and 
carried him a cart full, telling his Majefty, that he had paid 
ftveral extra clerks, to affift in getting more ready ; and in- 
formed him further, that he believed, when the whole were 
Copied, they would fill five carts more. The King told him, 
he need not get any more ready till he heard his further di- 
rections on the fubjeft ; the confequence of which was, that 
Sir Robert never heard a fyllable more of papers from his Ma- 
jefty as long as he remained in office. His Lordfhip con- 
cluded with moving, that the chairman fhould leave the 
chair, report fome progrefs, and defire leave to fit again. 
M». r. Mr. T. Town/bend replied, that the honourable gentleman's 

¥«*H/bt»d. twelve reiblutions did not amount to twelve cart-loads, nar 
did all the papers called for ; but if the noble Lord who con- 
troverted the truth of fome of the refolutions [Lord Barring- 
ton] fent in papers of a different complexion to thofe he (poke 
from himfelf, and which he held in his hand, it was no won- 
der there were miftakes in the calculations, and juft fuch mil- 
takes too as the noble Lord pleafed. In the courfe of his 
fpeech, he mentioned that to his knowledge, miniftcrs had 
laft week fent leave of abfence to General Howe, who would 
doubtlefs be on his return home when the noble Lord's con- 
ciliatory propofition arrived in America. 
.Lord J*bn Lord John Cavendi/b entreated the committee to turn its 
Cgvtmdjb. attention from trifles, and think ferioufly on the ftate of this 
country; and whether their properties in land and ftocks were 
not now too nearly at ftake, not to fuggeft the moft alarming 
apprehenfions. The funds daily falling in value, commerce 
rapidly declining, in his opinion, were motives fufficient to 
roufe the nation to a proper fenfe of danger. 
Mr. siHt. Mr, Ellis cenfured the enquiry, faid it could be produ&ive 
of no good, and might of great mifchief ; faid, that a fall of 
ftock, and fufpenfion of commerce in fome of its branches^ 
were the ufual, nay the inevitable confeouences of a ftate of 
war ; but independent of any other conuderarion, he fhould 
vote to adjourn the committee, and report fome progrefs, bc- 
caufe it was evident^ that the honourable gentleman who 

moYrd 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 1778. DEBATES. 369 

moved the refolutions was miftaken in the calculations on 
which they were, founded. 

_ Colonel Barri, after maintaining the truth of the refolu-Col. Marti.. 
tions moved by his honourable friend, obferved on the pro- 
pofition promifed by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon on 
Tuefday, that he expe&ed no good from it, as the conduit 
of minifters had from the firft of the American bufinefs been 
fhuffling (for it deferved no better name) both to this coun- 
try and the colonies. 

Mr. Fox infilled that 20,000 men had heen loft, at leaft Mr. r«r. 
the greater part of them, to this country, though they were 
not all flain in battle ; and he defied the noble Lord at the 
head of the war department to prove where 6000 of them* 
including prifoners or fick, were to be had ; for that by the 
laft returns the liritifh and foreign troops amounted to no 
more than 28,000, though we paid for 48,000 men. 

Mr. Aubrey -, after having fpoke to the queftion, in which Mr. Auhrq. 
he praifed the conduft of the Americans, particularly their 
mode of making war, by which he fhewed the impoffibility , 
of fuccefs by our arms, concluded with obferving, that all he 
fhould fay to the intended motion of reconciliation juft men- 
tioned by the noble Lord [Lord North] was, that after the 
violent meafures fo long carried on by that noble Lord, 
and his equally violent declarations of perfevering in them, . 
until he had brought America proftrate at his feet, he could 
not but look upon that intended motion as a proof that the 
noble Lord thought fuccefs hopelefs, and perieverance im- 
prafticable. 

General Conway replied to Lord Barrington, and faid, if General 
his honourable friend had been miftaken, it muft be becaufe &»**&• 
he was defignedly. led aftray by the manner the office papers 
were made out. This however could not properly affe£t the 
truth of his other refolutions, though he had beeri miftaken 
in one or two ; but he was convinced that every one of them 
was fubftantially right. 

The Houie divided; ayes, to report fome progrefs, 263 ; 
noes, 149. 

Adjourned to February 13. 

February 13. 

Houfe in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Buller moved, that 781,91 1/. be granted for the ordi- Mr. BulUr. 
nary and extraordinary fervices of the navy for 1778. With 
refpeft to the eftimates of both thefe fervices, he faid, that 
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they did not differ very materially from the grants of pre- 
ceding years. % 

Mr. r*mpk Mr. Temple LuttrelU He faid he was very glad to meet 

hmttrtiu ^ gr Cn tlcmcn of the Admiralty -Board in Committee, becaufe 
he might be indulged with riling- a fecond and third time, if 

x called upon fo to do. He remarked, that a noble Lord £Lord 

Mulgrave] had, on a former day, when the Speaker was in the 
chair, accufed him of ufing too fevere a language towards a 
noble Earl at the head of the navy department. This he 
difavowed ; he had indeed charged that perfon with dangerous 
and grofs errors in his public capacity ; and he held it in- 
cumbent on him to fupport fuch an attack by very fubftantial 
proofs, which he was now ready to undertake ;— he had been 
alfo allowed the laft official returns of the fquadron of Ja- 
maica, * * left, as was thrown out by a formal oppofition to his 
requeft, he might prefume the motion made by him was of 
fome material coniequence." He had, at the lame time, 
been told, with a contemptuous, fneer, and much aftiirance, 
" that he might go home with what glee he was mailer of, 
fully perfuaded that the Britifh navy was not in the bad ftatc 
he had flattered himfelf to be the cafe." For his part, he 
could never admit, that, in a Houfe of Parliament, the im- 
portance of any public queftion was to be adjudged from the 
individual weight and authority of the member who fuggefted 
* it; in that Houfe all members were equal in their delegated 

character from the people ; and from whatever quarter a 

1 motion might originate, it ought to ftand or fall by its own 

intrinfic merits; neither did he, by any means, rejoice in the 
calamitous ftate of the Britifh fleet ; he thought he gave the 
ftrongeft and cleareft demonftration of his earneft wifhes to 
have the navy reftored to its former flourifhing condition. 
When he was thus zealous to inveftigate and correft the real 
abufes, frauds, and iniquitous practices made ufe of by the 
Admiralty, he expreffed his wifhes, that the Houfe, in the 
Committee upon the ftatc of the nation, would have began 
tjieir enquiry by firft confidering what naval force we could 
' aftually command, in cafe of a rupture with France and 
Spain; it is on the fuperiority of our fleet the Tafety of Great 
Britain muft depend ; aqd the examination into the Sufficien- 
cy of our land-forces for the internal duty of thefe iflands, 
whether 16,000 or more, muft arife out of the prior decifion, 
whether we had maritime ftrength enough to keep the French 
, from landing on our coaft under cover of a fuperior fquadron 
of fhips of war ; but he made no doubt the gentlemen of tie 
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minority, with whom he Jiad hitherto uniformly co-operated^ 
would not be difpofed to wafte time in queftions of trifling 
detail, or at beft of but fecondary import, which might juftly 
draw down the cenfureof the whole nation on the proceeding 
of Parliament at this crifis j therefore hoped they would fe- 
rioufly and effectually urge the important confiderations of 
the ftate of the Britifh fleet, and difcuffions of fuch magni- 
tude as fundamentally affected the intereft and prefervation of 
the empire. 

Mr. Ltittrell denied that the eftimates were materially the 
fame as in other years : the extraordinary fum total exceed- 
ing any of former times by 50,000/. and the ordinary repairs^ 
wear and tear^ &c. of {hips out of commiffion, when there 
are only about fourfcore on that lift, comes to as much as was 
charged on 250 fhips and veffels of the like defcription, be- 
fore the American war broke out, being littlp fhort of 
170,000/. . • 

Mr. Eliis allured the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, Mr. Ellu. 
he had been much mifinformed; that he rather commended 
than blamed his zeal for urging an enquiry into the larg6 
lums granted for the ufes of the navy ; he -confeiTed that, in 
general, they met with too little regard from the members of 
that IJoufe ; but he could venture to affure the honourable 
gentleman, that he had been much mifinformed as to the 
mal-application of the liberal gifts of Parliament for that 
moft elfential obje£t ; — he had been long well acquainted with 
the navy department, and been honoured more than once with 
a poft of rank and confidence in that line; he had not ob- 
ferved any grofs abuies in thofe who now preiided over it, and 
hoped the navy was in a much fetter fituation than the ho- 
nourable gentleman had furmifed, and would fo be found 
When the day of trial fhould come; — there muft, of courfe, 
be yaft grants for foextenfive a department of government as 
that of our marine, especially for building, rebuilding, and 
repairs, immediately after the clofeof fuch a weighty war as 
the laft, when the ihips would be found in a great meafure 
worn out, and muft be replaced with new ones ; and there- 
fore, for a few years of the peace juft following war, your 
eftimates will be higher than in fubiequent times. As to the 
article of the monies granted for the navy, the Admiralty 
Board could only be made accountable for luch lums as they 
actually drew out of. the Treafury, and not for all the fums 
which were voted by Parliament upon eftimates ftated to be 
for that fervlce. He djd not wonder at gentlemen being fur- 
/Bbba prifed 
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prifed at the magnitude of fums demanded for repairs, but at- 
tributed the neceffity of fuch demands to the badnefs of tim- 
ber with which many of our new (hips had been built, but 
that he hoped the quantity of timber in our dock-yards would 
give time for the wood to be better feafoned, and fitter for 
lervicej a quantity, he faid, never known in your dock- yards 
before this firft Lord of the Admiralty came to the Board* 
Mr. TrnpU Mr. Temple LuttreU. For what relates to the timber for 
hutirtll. fhip-building and repairs, imported from abroad, I attribute 
much of the ruinous ftate of your fhips of war. Thofe ill 
judged contra&s, when the quality is found fo very faulty and 
pernicious, the quantity thereof can only be brought in argu- 
ment to (hew the magnitude of the mifchief : it is this fo- 
reign timber which has, I fear, entailed rottennefs on your 
fleet ; and if the laft fire in your dock- yards bad made a pro- 
vidential fweep of all your oak from Steiten, I believe it 
would have more' than compenfated for its deftrudion of 
other truly valuable articles. He thought the right ho- 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis] had, in fad, argued much 
more forcibly againft the prefent naval adminiftration, than 
he had ever prefumed to do, alledging, that the largeft grants 
for the extraordinaries of the navy, (that is, building, re- 
building, and repairs) was of couric neceffary for fome few 
years immediately after the war. This maxim might indeed 
reafonaVly warrant the late Mr. Grenville, or Lord Egmont, 
in applying to Parliament for an advanced allowance on this 
head when they prcfided at the Admiralty ; or might have 
juftified that illuftrious fea-officer [Lord Hawke] when he 
was at the head of the Board, had the extraordinaries then 
come up to the prefent enormous fum. The demand now 
made thereon was near half a million fterling, and far ex- 
ceeded Tequilitions of the kind attempted by any of Lord 
Sandwich's predecefibrs in office. The noble Earl came to 
the head of the navy eight years after a profound peace. In- 
cluding the prefent eft i mates, the Houfc of Commons will 
have given that noble Earl about two millions one hundred 
thoufand pounds for building, rebuilding, and repairing the 
fhips and veffels of his Majefty's navy, that is, the mere hull, 
mails, and yards, over and above near 800,000/. for the keep- 
ing and preserving the hulls of his Majefty's fhips out of com- 
miilion, and above 6oo,o<5o/. for extra ftores, exclufive of 
what was allowed by the nation to replenifh the ftores con- 
fumed by the fire at Portftnouth dock-yard, and exclufive of 
. fundry confiderable demands for tim^^&c. fet forth in the 

navy- 



Digitized by 



Google 



A. 1778. DEBATES. 37 s 

navy -debt. More money had therefore been granted by the 
nation to the noble Earl [Lord Sandwich} by this country, 
on the extraordinary eftimate alone, than would have built 
from the flocks, rigged and completely equipped for fca, 
(independent of navy-ordnance, which is a diftinft and 
weighty charge in the public accounts) one hundred men of 
war of the line of battle. And what is the afiual condition of 
yonr (hips at prefent ? Of the whole navy of Great Britain, 
not more, at the utmoft, than fifty of the line of battle (in- 
cluding the vaft nominal account of wrecks in ordinary) can 
poffibly be found fit for fea, in cafe of a foreign war, without 
inch repairs as would require the labour of many months, and 
a very large expence. Lord Hawke, when he refigned his 
office, left 80 of the line in good condition, of whiqh 59 were 
fully manned for war. Mr. Luttrell then examined the lift 
of men of war of the line now given in to be repaired, and 
remarked, that the following fhips had already been allowed 
more money for repairs than would have built them new from , 
the keel at tie moft extravagant coft, viz. Namur, within the 
four laft years, 39,335/. and 6635/. for her ftores. The 
Defence, 29,500/. The Arrogant, 26,500/. He fhould 
now fit down, after ftating the eftimates for repairing the 
Dragon of 74 guns, and which had more than once been re- 
ported to the Houfe as aftually taken in hand. The Admi- 
ralty, in 177 1, came to Parliament for 5000/. to repair the 
Dragon : in 1772, for 7000/. more; in 1773, for 4000/; in 
1774, 4000/; in 1775, 7000/. in all 27,000/. befides 10,273/. 
for her ftores. Now, does, or does not, that very fhip (the 
Dragon) ftill remain untouched, in a moft rotten ftate, above 
Portsmouth harbour, and without having had any of thofe 
fums allowed for her repair by Parliament, expended on her 
from the time of the firft grant, in the year 177 1, to the pre- 
fent day ? 

Lord Mulgrave admitted the honourable . gentleman's Lord Mal- 
charge, and agreed, that not one (hilling had been laid out in* r * vr - 
repairing thofe fhips, but faid the money was applied to other 
naval purpofes, and not put into a bag by the nm Lord of the 
Admiralty, or into his pocket ; that the eftimate was the 
afual mode of raifing money, but never meant to ftate the 
purpoles the money was to be applied to; that if it was a 
:rime, it was one that had been often praftifed ever fince the 
reign of James II. 

Mr. Temple Luttrell, to explain. He had never faid, nor Mr. rmpk 
infinuated even a fufpicion, that the noble Earl at the Admi- L,i; ^ /A 
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ralty-Board pocketed, or put into a bag for his private ufe, 
the monies thus voted: he therefore reouefted, that, whenever 
the noble Lord [Lord Mulgrave] did him the honour to 
quote his words, or comment upon his ideas, te would do it 
ingenuoufly and faithfully ; that there had been unpardonable 
extravagance fome where, under a pretence of naval fervices, 
he was certain ; and the fleet was in an alarming ftate of de- 
cay. Perhaps die firft Lord of the Admiralty thought it the 
beft policy to endeavour to made this weaknefs, and boldly 
affert the direct contrary to fafts, in hopes to deceive the 
courts of Verfailles and Madrid : but furely the noble Lord 
is too experienced a ftatefman, and too well acquainted with 
the corre&nefs of the intelligence of thofe powers, on fuch an 
important fuhjeft as this, to flatter himfelf that his impofi- 
jtions, fo dangerous to the fafety of your empire, have any 
fuccefs beyond the Britifh Channel* The noble Lord is cer- 
tainly refponfible for any embezzlement of the public treafure 
through the medium of that department where he preiides. 
As to thecuftomof minifters fince the day of King James or 
King Wiljiam, I could have wifhed the honourable member, 
before he went fo far 'back in our hiftory, to have read the 
addrefs of this Houfe, in the year 171 1, to Queen Ann, upon 
abufes exa&ly (imilar to thefe. They were let forth to ber 
Majefty as fubftantial grievances to her people, and atrocious 
crimes in the minifters lb offending ; and in her anfwer there- 
to of the 4th of June the fame year, Ihe promifes them ample 
redrefs; which 'proves, that the money granted upon lpecitk 
eftimates mull be applied to the purpofes therein fet forth, un- 
lefs, upon proper official application, the Parliament agre cto 
a different appropriation thereof. 

M*. B*rkt. Mr. Burke expreiTed his aftonilhment at what the Admi- 
ralty had dared to acknowledge : and, in the warmth of h;s 
indignation, threw the book of eftimates at the Treaiury- 
Bench; which, taking the candle in its way, had nearly 
ftruck Mr, Ellis's fliins ; Mr. Burke exclaiming, that it was 
treating the Houfe with the utmoft contempt, to preient j 
them with a fine gilt book of eftimates, calculated to a far- 

» thing, for purpofes to which the money granted was never 

meant to be applied. When former minifters had ventured j 
to impofe, they had the modefty to endeavdur to conceal the I 
crime; it remained for the prcfentto have fuch confidence in 
their power, as to ritk an acknowledgment of their prodiga- 
lity, and to lit at defiance the principles of the conftitutioa, 
an t authority of Parliament. 

1 % Governor 
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Governor Johnftone contended for the prefcrration and Governor 
prosperity of the navy; and lamented that the generality of ?•*"/*•*'• 
the people could not induce minifters to employ the money to. 
the principal ufes intended, that of keeping fhips in repair, 
* and building our men of war with the beft materials that caa 
be purchafed. 

Mr. J. Johnftone and Mr. Hopkins likewife took the fame 
line of angument. The motion was agreed to without a divi- 
sion. 

Adjourned to February 16. 

February 16. ' 
Report from the Committee of Supply, that 293,216/. for 
the ordinary, and 488,695/. for the extraordinaries of the na- 
vy be granted for 1778. 

Mr. Temple Luttrell obje&ed to receiving, the report; he Mr. *TmpU 
infifted that the eftimates of the navy for the laft feven years LuHrelL 
would in future times be confidered as monuments of the 
proftitution of Parliament, who have granted fo enormous a 
fun* as 6,150,000/. for the naval department fince the 
prefent; minifters came into office, and for the expendi- 
ture of which Parliament were allowed no authentic 
vouchers ; and all the information they could get from the 
Board of Admiralty was, that the money had been obtained 
under fajfe pretences, and haa* not been applied to the ufc« 
Specified and allowed of by the Houfe of Commons. He 
made the clerk read the addrefs to the Crown in the reign of , 
Queen Anne, fetting forth this pra&ice and impofitjon on 
the nation, as amoft heinous grievance, and which her Ma- 
jefty, in her anfwer, promifed to redrefs. 

Mr. Luttrell then moved, " That the proper officers do 
lay before the Houfe an account of the aftual difpofal of all 
public monies granted fince January 1, 1771, to December 
25, 1777, Specifying to what ufes fuch grants have been 
applied." 

This motion was feconded by Mr. Thomas Townfhend y who 
fpoke in reprehenfion of fuch unwarranted licence and prodi- 
gality on the part of the minifters. 

Sir Edward Aflley likewife faid a few fentences on the fame 
fide of the queftion. 

Lord Mu/grave moved the previous queftion, which was 
carried. 

The report was agreed to. 
Adjourned to February 17. 

February 
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February 17. 
A petition of feveral of the gentlemen, freeholder*, and 
others, of the county of Norfolk, and of the city of Norwich, 
was prefented to the Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, that your 
petitioners obferve, with the utmoft concern and furprize, 
that extraordinary endeavours are ufed in this county, and in 
many other parts of the kingdom, to raife men and money 
for his Majefty's fervicc by free gifts and contributions, not 
given and granted in a parliamentary courfe, which unufual 
and ftrained efforts (concerning the very legality of which 
they conceive doubts may juftly he entertained) while Parlia- 
ment attually fits, and at a time when his Majefty is in ap- 
parent peace with all the powers in Europe, ftrongly indicate 
ibme violent diftemper in the ftate, to which its ordinary 
powers and means of fopply are not fufEcient. We moft 
humbly apprehend, that if a war with any of the neighbour- 
ing nations threatens to break out, nothing can give more en- 
couragement to it than the taking fuch meafures as tend to 
prove this kingdom to be as much exhaufted in its ftrength 
at the very commencement of foreign hpftilities, as it has 
been at the clofe of the longeft and moft waftefol wars. 
Your petitioners have teen auo called upon, in a manner 
equally alarming, by perfons of great power and rank in his 
Majefty's fervice, to raife men and money for fupporting the 
conilitutional authority of Great Britain. We hope and truft, 
that conftitutional authority is fafe and well fupported in the 
afFeftions of a loyal and a free people; we know of no attack 
upon, or refiftance to, the operation of the laws in this coun- 
ty, or in this kingdom. Impaired, as we may be, in power or 
reputation abroad, we have however peace at home ; but in 
the thirteen once flourifhing and obedient colonies of Great 
Britain, his Majefty has no authority or other government to 
be fupported. A mifreprefentation of our unhappy fituation 
would be a mockery of our diftrefs. An empire is loft. A 
great continent in arms is to be conquered or abandoned. 
One whole Britiih army of veteran troops has furrendered 
prifoners of war to the fudden levies of a new "nation; ano- 
ther, abandoning a province which had been over-run in the 
laft campaign, and after two engagements in the field fuc- 
cefsful without advantage, having marched out to take a view 
of an enemy pofted in one of thofe places of inaccdfible 
ftrength with which America abounds, has been compelled by 
neceffity to march back to an open town, which they are 
obliged to fortify for winter-quarters at an enormous expencc ; 
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the continent of America is, it-ftems, to be cortqtierfed by 
defeated and defenfive armies. It i$ si prcjjeft we cannot 
comprehend. Sixty thoufand fdldiers, a force of artillery (if 
we are to judge by the charge) fuch as never has been fent 
bat of this kingdom, fixty thoufand feamen voted, niore thart 
an hundred armed fhips employed in this fpecial ferVice, an 
unheard-of expence in every fort of military fupplyj have* 
afteir three years ftruggle, brought things to fuch a ftate$ that, 
inftead of quieting our civil troubles, we are threatened with 
a foreign war, for which, after fuch an abundance (for we 
cannot call it profufion) of parliamentary grants mcreafing 
daily, and with the moft exuberant recruiting funds, xfre are 
called upon to piece-out the deficiency of public wealth by 
private contributions ; a nation of fuch power, as this reduced 
to fuch a ftate, muft lofe its reafon and its feelings, together 
with its glory, if it could acquiefce in its condition. It is not 
in our choice to fuppofe that it can have happened without a 
fault fomewhere : in the generals and armies the fault cannot 
be ; if their known and tried charafters did not forbid all 
fufpicions of them, yet his Majefty's moft gracious fpeeches 
from the throne make it improper for us to entertain die leait 
doubt <)f their courage and conduft ; but his Majefty has not 
forbid us to entertain doubts of the wifdom, care, and pru- 
dence, of thofe who conduft his affairs ; and we truft, that 
the Houfe of Commons, whofe duty rails, and'whofe com- 
petence and confutation enables them to come to the bottom 
of thofe evils, will ferioufly enquire into the caufes of our 
prefent calamitous fituatioh, for we greatly fear that we, with 
the reft of your conftituents, have lien hitherto greatly de-. 
ceived'and deluded, with regard to the nature, the caufe, and 
the importance of the American troubles, as well as concern- 
ing the means of quieting them, both legal and Coercive : 
elfe.we fhould not have the misfortune to fee afts of Parlia- 
ment made only to be fent back to be repealed ; armies fent 
out to inforce them, only to be returned to us a& prifbners 
under capitulation ; and, to fpeak with the filial confidence of 
free fubjefts, we plainly declare ourfejves unwilling to com- 
mit any more of our national glory to attaint, and the perfons 
of more of our countrymen to foreign hardfhips and perils^ 
without any common human fecurity, that they fhall not, by 
the fome errors, be expofed to the fame calamitiesf and dif- 

!;races which many of thofe have fallen into who have already 
)eeri fent forth. Without wife councils at home, we cannot* 
have empire or reputation abroad ; it is, our duty to our So- 
Vol. VIII. C c c vereign, 
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vcrcign, to whofe pcrfon and illuftrious Houfe we have ever 
borne the moft diftinguifhed and zealous attachment, which 
compels us to lay before this honourable Houfe this reprc- 
fentation of his affairs ; wefhallever be foremoft in provid- 
ing for ever reafonable and ufeful fupply for the public fcr- 
vice ; but we cannot make ourfelvcs the inftruments of anr 
faftion, or grant money as a teft of our fupport of it ; if 
the Colonies can be brought to obedience, we are convinced, 
by fad experience, it mult be by wife and lenient counfels, 
and by thole in whom they have no experience of ill-will or 
incapacity, the one producing hatred, and the other contempt; 
for our ctameftic prote&ion, we moft humbly conceive, that 
our conftitutional militia, which his Majefty has been enabled 
to call out, is the moft effe&ive and leaft invidious defence ; 
twelve entirely new corps, confifting of fifteen thouiand 
Highlanders of the northern part of the united kingdom, and 
of the towns of Manchefter and Liverpool, appointed during 
the fitting, without the previous approbation of Parliament, 
and which can hardly be ready in time for American ferviee, 
are nor, we moft humbly fubmit it to fuperior wifdom, the 
defence in which we can or ought, for obvious reafons, to 
truft, in preference to that more numerous and equally well- 
trained and well-affefted body, the national militia; nor 
have we been given to underftand, at a time when the war- 
eftabliftunent ftands at comparatively low numbers, and 
thofe numbers far from complete, and at a time when the 
public burthens are fo oppreuive, for what rtafon new corps 
fhould be raifed, or on what grounds : if a compliment was 
meant fat the expence of our finances, and what we conceive 
the mon fcrviceable military arrangement) the compliment 
has been confined to the above mentioned parts of this king- 
dom. We do therefore with all earneftnefs and humanity 
pray, an enquiry into the true grounds and condu& of this 
unhappy civil war, that the beft means may be found for 
bringing it to a fpeedy termination, for facilitating the refto* 
ration of concord and confidence to all the citizens of the 
Britifh empire, to avert, if poffible, a foreign war, or, if that 
be not poffible, to take due care that rational, cffe&ual, and 
becoming provifion, in an orderly and parliamentary way, 
be made for our defence and fafety ; under the accumulated 
diftrefs of foreign and civil hoftility, we throw ourfelvcs with 
the moft perfect reliance on the care and wifdom ( never more 
called for than in the prefent exigency) of a Britiln Houfe of 
1 Commons ; 
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Commons ; on them we reft the laft hopes of a deferving, but, 
wc fear, an injured, deceived, and endangered people, 
(Signed by five thoufand four hundred.) 
Ordered, That the faid petition do lie upon the table. 

Lord Ngrth 9 agreeable to his promife, rofe to make his con- W. N§nh. 
ciliatory proportions. He began by apologizing for the in- 
tended length of his fpeech, but he faid it was neceffary, 
from the quantity of matter he was obliged to go into, and 
from the perfpicuity and cleamefs which he intended to make 
ufc of, in giving fatisfaction upon every part of the detail. 
He declared, that from the beginning he had been uniformly 
difpofed to peace. That the coercive acts which he had made, 
were fuch as appeared to be neceffary at the time, though in 
the event they had produced effects which he never intended. 
That as foon as he found that they had not the effect which • 
he intended, he propofed a conciliatory proposition before the 
fword was drawn. That at that time he thought, and that 
he ftill thinks, the terms of that proportion would form the 
happieft, moft equitable, and moft lafting bond of union be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies. That by a variety of 
difcuffions, a proportion, that \vas originally clear and fimple 
in itfelf, was made to appear fo obfeure, as to go damned to 
America ; fo that the Congrefs conceived, or took occafion to 
reprefent it as a fcheme for fowing divifions, and introducing 
taxation among them in a worfe mode than the former, and 
accordingly rejected it. 

His idea never had been to draw any confiderable revenue 
either in that way, or any other, from America ; that his idea 
was, they fhould contribute in a very low proportion to the 
expences of this country. That he had always known that 
American taxation could never produce a beneficial revenue ; 
that there were many forts of taxes that could not at all be 
laid on that country, and that few of them would prove worth 
the charge of collection ; that the ftamp aft was the moft ju- 
dicious that could be chofen for that purpofe, as it interefted 
every man who had any dealing, or any^property to defend or * 
Tecover, in the collection of the tax, and the execution of the 
law : but notwithftanding the high rate at which that duty 
had been formerly eftimated, he did not believe its produce 
would have been a very considerable object ; and if the peo- 
ple had confederated, as they teemed in general difpofed to 
do, and in fome places had actually done, cq go oa without 
C c c 2 ftamps, 
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ftamps, it would produce nothing at all, but would encreafe 
the confufions of the country, if any attempts were made to 
tfifturb tlie tranfa&ions which were carried on without ftamps. 
That accordingly he never had propofed any tax on America ; 
he found them already taxed, when he unfortunately (as he 
ftill muft fay, whatever ufe has been, or might be made of 
the word) came into adminiftration, That his principle of 
policy was to havp had as little difcuffion on thele fubje&s as 
poffible, but to Iteep the affairs of Amprica out of Parliament ; 
that accordingly, as he had not laid, to did he not think it 
advifeablpforhim to repeal the tea- tax, fordid hp ever think 
of any particular means for enforcing it. 

That the aft enabling the Eaft-India company to fend teas 
to America on their own account, and with the draw-back 
pf the whole duty here, was a regulation which he thought it 
pot. pofpble the Americans could complain of, lince it was a 
relief inftead of an oppreffion ; but that the ill-affcftcd there, 
and pprfoqs concerned in a contraband trade, endeavoured to 
represent it as a monopoly ; that fome hand-bills that were 
fcattered about at Bofton, even fqppofed that be had taken 
pff the American three r pence per pound duty, and that even 
pn that fuppofition, the diiaffefted excited the people tp a tu- 
mult, upon a principle totally diftinft from all idea of taxa- 
tion. This, therefore, as he never had meant taxation as 
his object in the laft tearafit, fo neither did he in his conci- 
liatory proportion ; but in the latter, considered it only as a 
means of union and good agreement between the two coun- 
tries ; that, therefore, in what he was going to pjropofe h$ 
Wag unifprm and confident. 

One of the bills he propofed to move for was, to quiet 
America upon the fubjeft Qf taxation, and to remove all 
fears, real pr pretended, of Parliament's ever attempting to 
tax them again, aijd to take away all exercife of the right it- 
felf in future, fo far as regarded revenue. That as to the 
pther particulars in controverfy, he obferved that the Ame- 
ricans had defired a repeal of all the a£ts paffed lince 1763 ; 
that this could not, however, be fuppofed to mean any more 
than thofe afls which had in fome way or other preffed on 
them ; for that fome which had paffed in 1769 were benefi? 
pial, and fuch as. they themfclves muft coniider in that light, 
being the granting of bounties and premiums, qr the relaxa- 
tion of former ftatutes that had been grievous to them. That 
as. to the late a£ts, fuel* a» the MaffachufetU charter, the 
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fifhery, and die prohibitory bills, as they were the effefi of the 
quarrel, they Should ceafe ; and that as to complaints of ma£-> 
ters of a various nature, authority fhould be given to fecifo 
diem to the fatisfaftipn of America. 

That all tbefe matters, confifting of a great variety, would 
be better left to the difcuffion of commiflioners, than to hft 
eftablifhed here by aft of Parliament, or by explicit ppwi» 
given for each fpecific pnrpofe ; for that tfce Americans in thft 
negotiation would confider every conceffion made aftually- 
here, to be a part of the bafis of the treaty, and therefore 0*1 
vcr to be receded from, and would accumulate new demand* 
upon that ; therefore, as every thing of that kind might be 
varioufly modified by agreement, he was for. leaving the 
whole to commiflioners. 

That the commiflioners formerly appointed had very large 
powers, fo indeed he underftood thofe powers ; but that a« 
others feemed to confider them as more limited than in reality 
they were, he fhould take care now to be very explicit, and 
that he would give them full powers to treat, difcufs, and 
conclude upon, every point whatever. That as fome difficul- 
ties had arifen about the powers given tp the commiflioners, 
of treating with the Congrefs by name, he would now re- 
move that difficulty, by empowering and enabling the com- 
miflioners to treat wi(h the Congrefs as if it were a legal body, 
and would fo far give it authenticity, as to fuppoie its acts 
and conceffions would bind all America. That they fhould 
have powers to treat with any of the provincial affembliet 
upon their prefent confutation, and with any individuate in 
their prefent civil capacities or military commands; with 
General Wafhingtop, or any other officer. That they fhould 
have a power, whenever they thought requifite, to order a fu£* 
penfion of arm$. That they fhould have a power to fufpend 
the operation of all laws. That they fhould have a power of 
granting all forts of pardons, immunities, and rewards. That 
they fhould have a power of reftoring all the colonies, or any 
of them, to the form of its antient conftitution, as it flood 
before the troubles ; any of thofe where the King nominated 
the governors, council, judges, and other magiftrates, to no- 
minate fuch at their discretion, till the King's further plea* 
fure be known . 

That as the powers of the former commiflioners had been 
objected to, fo the Congrefs had raifed a difficulty, on pre- 
tence pf the non- ad million of their tide to be independent 
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ftates. As the Americans might claim their independence 
on the outfet, he would not infill on their renouncing it 
till the treaty fhould receive its final ratification by the King 
and Parliament of Great Britain. 

That the commifftoners fhould be inftru&ed to negotiate 
for fome rcafonable and moderate contribution towards the 
common defence of the empire when re-united : but to take 
away all pretence for not terminating this unhappy diffe- 
rence, the contribution was not to be infilled on as 2lJvu qua 
non of the treaty ; but that if the Americans fhould refuie fo 
reasonable and equitable a propofitien, they were not to com- 
plain, if hereafter they were not to look for fupport from 
that part of the empire to whofe expence they had refufed to 
contribute. That it might be aflced, if his fentiments had 
always been fuch with regard to taxation and peace, and why 
he had not made this propofition at a more early period ? To 
thk he anfwered, his opinion had ever been, that the moment 
of vi&ory was the proper time for offering terms of concef- 
fion. That the Houfe might remember, that at the begin- 
ning of the feffion he had declared, that fuch were his fenti- 
ments ; he at that time thought that the viftorics obtained 
by Sir William Howe had been more decifive, and that he 
knew nothing of General Burgoyne's misfortune. That 
when the news of that misfortune had arrived, and that the 
vi&ories obtained by Sir William Howe could not be fo im- 
proved, as to hinder General Walhington from appearing 
with fome fuperiority in the fiel$i, and that the King's troops 
were obliged to retire, and fortify themfelves in winter quar- 
ters, the firft thing that occurred to him, as the nation was 
ftill ftrong and vigorous, that they could raifc a number of 
men, and that the refources were far from exhaufted, that 
their ftrength fhould be exerted to repair the loffes, and to 
purfue the war with vigour to a happy termination : but 
when he reflcfted upon the uncertainty of events, which had 
hitherto fo much difappointed his expectation, and that in 
cafe of the utmoft fuccefs, the terms which he now propofed 
mull be fubftantially the fame as he fhould propofe in the 
height of viftory, he faw no reafon to prevent the protract- 
ing the war, the effufion of blood, and the immoderate ex- 
pence, he would offer the fame propofitions now. 

That he was convinced that they would confidently aid 
the operations of war, as they would themfelves be aided by 
the force in America, which was ftill very great ; that in 
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cafe nothing farther could be done by force, at any rate, they 
would be offered with more grace than hereafter. 

That the events of war in America had turned out very 
differently from his expc&ation ; that great force had been 
procured to be fent into America, but to little purpofe hi- 
therto. 

That he muft confefs himfelf extremely difappointed in his 
expe&ations of the effeft of our military force. He did not 
mean at that time to condemn, or even to call into queftion, 
the conduit of any of our commanders, but he had been did 
appointed. That Sir William Howe had not only been in 
the late actions, and in the whole courfe of the campaign, in 
goodnefs of troops, and in all manner of fupplies, but in 
numbers too, much fuperior to the American army which 
oppofed him in the field. That General Burgoyne, who was 
at length overpowered by numbers, had been in numbers, un- 
til the affair at Bennington, near twice as ftrong as the army 
under General Gates. That all thefe thjngs had happened in 
a manner very contrary to his expe&ation. 

That, for nis part, he never had made a promife which he 
did not perform, or receive an information which he did not 
communicate. That he only kept back the names of thofc 
who had given him information, and which it would be un- 
faithful and inhumane to divulge; that he promifed a great" 
army fliould be fent out, and a great army bad been lent out ; 
there were 60,000 men and upwards : that he had promifed a 
great fleet fhould be employed, and a great fleet had been 
employed, and is now employed ; that they fhould be pro- 
vided with every kind of fupply, and that they had been 
fo moft amply and liberally, and might be fo for years to • 
:ome ; that if the Houfe was deceived, they had deceived N 

themfelves. 

On the whole, his conceffions were from reafon and pro- 
priety, not from ncceflity ; that we were in a condition to 
:arry on the war much longer. We might raife many more 
Tien, and had many more men ready to fend, for the navy 
*-as never in greater ftrength, the revenue very little funk, 
ind that he could raife the lupplies for the current year, as a 
ittle time would lhew ; that he fubmitted the whole, with 
■egard to the propriety of his part and prefent conduft, to 
he judgment of the Houfe. 

Mr. Fox role next: he faid that he could not refufc his Mr. F«* 
flent to the proportions made by Lord North ; that he was 
ery glad to find that they were, in the main, fo ample and 
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fctisfaftdry, and that he believed they would be Supported by 
all thofe with whom he had the honour to aft. That they 
did not materially differ from thofe which had been made by 
* friend of his [Mr. Burke] about three years ago ; that the 
very fame arguments Which had been ufed by the minority, 
and very nearly in the fame words, were ufed by the noble 
Lord upon this oocafioii. He was glad to find, that he 
Had wholly relmquifhed the right of taxation, as this was 
a fundamental ; he was glad, alfo, that he had declared his 
intention of giving the commiffioners power to reftore the 
efharter of Maflachufett*s-Bty; for giving; the fatrsfa£Hoc 
#hich h6 [Lord North j proppfed, it would be neceflary for 
Parliament to give th£ fame fecurity, with regard to charters, 
Which it had given with regard to taxation ; that the Ameri- 
cans Were fuU as jealous of the rights of their aflemblies, as 
of taxation; and their chief objection to the latter was it; 
tendency to affeft the former. 

He wiflied that this conccflion had been made more early, 
and upon principles more relpeftful to Parliament. To tell 
them, that if they were deceived, they had deceived them- 
felves, was neither kind nor civil to an affembly, which, for 
fo many years, had relied upon him with fuch unrcferved con- 
fidence; that all public bodies, like the Houfc of Commons, 
muft give a large confidehce to perfons in office ;. and their 
rinly method of preventing the abufe of that confidence was 
tb punifh thofe who had mifinforraed them concerning the 
true ftate of their affairs, or condu&ed tliem with negligence, 
ignorance, or incapacity ; that Lord North's arguments upon 
mis fubjeft might be all colle&ed into on£ point, his excufes 
dll reduced into one apology, his total ignorance. 

He hoped and was dilappotnttd ; he expefttd a great deal, 
and found little to anfwer his expectations. He thought 
America would have fubmitted to his laws, and they refifted 
them. He thought they would have fubmitted to his armies, 
aftd they were beaten by inferior numbers. He made conci- 
liatory propofitions, and he thought they would fucceed, but 
they were reje&ed. He appointed commiffioners to make 
pfeace,' and he thought they had powers, but he found they 
cbuld not make peace, and nobody believed that th£y had 
schy powers. That he had faid many fuch things as he had 
thought fit in his conciliatory propbiitifcn ; he thought it a 
proper method of quieting the Americans upon the affair- of 
taxation. If any perfon fhould give himfelf the trouble rf 
. % Heading that propofition, he would find not one word of it 
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correfpondent to the reprcfentation made of it by its trainer. 
That4he fhort account of it was, that the noble Lord in that 
propofition affured the colonies, that when Parliament had 
taxed them as much as they thought proper, they would tax 
them no more. That he would vote for theprefent propofi- 
tion, becaufe it was much more clear and fatisfa&ory, for ne» 
ceflity had caufed him to fpeak plain. 

But if the conceffion fhould be found ample enough, and 
fhould be found to come too late, what punifhment will be 
fufficient for thofe who adjourn Parliament, in order to make 
a propofition of conceffion, and then had neglefted to do it 
liptil France had concluded a treaty with the independent 
ftates of America ? That he could anfwer with certainty 
for the truth of his information ; it was no light matter, 
and came from no contemptible authority ; he therefore 
wifhed that the miniftry would give the Houfe fatisfadion in 
this interefting point, whether they knew any thing of this 
treaty, and whether they had not been informed previoufly 
to the making of their propofition of a treaty, which would 
make that propofition as ufelefs to the peace, as it was humi- 
liating to the dignity of Great Britain. 

Mr. T* Pitt fpoke with the greateft firmnefs againft the Mr. r. 
general fyftcm of. the miniftry ; faid, that the repeal of the Pit * 
ftamp ad was not only looked upon by the Americans, but 
by all Europe, as a folemn relinquifhment of the claim of tax- 
ation ; that the fatal renewing of that claim would coft this 
nation thirty millions of money, befides twenty or thirty 
thoufand lives j for be confidered every American killed as a 
fellow-fubjea loft. / 

,Sir Philip Jennings Qerie faid, he could not carry his com- SitPhUif 
pfaifance fa far as to thank the noble Lord for the propofitions %!*?*** 
which he had produced, becaufe he confidered it as an aft of 
neceffity, not of choice. The noble Lord, indeed, had faid, 
they fhould be fair and equitable. Admitting them to be fo, 
they pafs the fevereft cenfure on the noble Lord's conduft for 
thefe three years laft, as they contain a total reverfal of all 
fhofc afts, and confequently declare them to have been all 
unfair and unequitable. What fatisfaftion then could the 
noble Lord give to this injured country,, for the millions of 
money and thoufands of lives which have been expended in 
this unequitable war ? JWhat reparation could the noble Lord 
rnake to the fatherlefs children and widows, and a great cpuri- 
try, which he has made defolate, and has oppreffed } 
% Vof-.VIIL pdd Tfce 
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The noble Lord, he faid, had taken credit to hiinielf for 
having mentioned the word conciliation the firft day of the 
feffion. He was willing to allow Jiim more ; he talked of it, 
he faid, on the news of General Burgoyne's defeat ; the no- 
ble Lord was alarmed and frightened, and he thought it ne- 
ceffary to throw out fome lure to keep his friends together. 
Unluckily for this country, th.c noble Lord juft at that time 
received a cordial which elevated him exceedingly ; it was an 
pffer from Manchefter to raifc a regiment: he railed his 
yoice, and began to talk loud of the ftrength and fpirit of the 
nation, and turned his mind to his favourite obje&, the pro- 
jfecution of the war. The Parliament was adjourned for feven 
weeks, and the noble Lord raifed an army during their ab- 
fence : but he gave a bad fpecimen of the ftrengtho^his coun- 
try ; for he told us, that he could not raife feven or eight thou- 
sand men in England, and was to get then) from the Highlands 
of Scotland. §0 much for the ffrength of the country. As 
to the fpirit of it, he could only obierve, that a good national 
fpirit might be of infinite ufe to a country, well direSed and 
well applied : but, otherwife, it would have the fame effefi 
as fpirit in a blind horfe ; if you turn him loofe, it will make 
him run his head againft the wall, and dafti his brains out. 
The noble Lord had lately faid, he had been a good friend to 
Jlis country. Great men, he faid, fhould be judged by their 
works, not their words. He wilhed to take a comparative 
view of the ftate of this country at the prefent time, with 
what it was in the time of the adminiftration of the Earl of 
Chatham. That noble Lord had raifed his country to the 
higheft pitch of honour and glory ; from the time he left ad- 
miniftration, it has been gradually declining, and is now got 
to the very edge of a precipice, froni which it is likely to fall, 
perhaps never to rife again. 

Ever fince the noble Lord had been in adminiftration, h: 
had told the Houfe that he came to the helm when the veflcl 
was in danger, and he would bring her fafe into harbour. 
The noble Lord had not proved fo able a navigator as he 
fhought himfclf to be ; he carried too much fail at firft, and 
loft his mails in the ftorm ; he then began to throw all the va- 
luable part of his cargo overboard ; he had kept pumping, and 
puinping, and pumping ever fince, and can now hardly keep the 
yeflel above water. The noble Lord had now fet up fome jury 
rnafts, but he would never be able to fteer her fafe into har- 
Ibour ; the pafTengers fccurity was in imminent danger.; they 
K<juire<j, and had a right to demand a better man to be put 
■ . H • • • — ■ • ■"■••'« 
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at the helm. Tt would be difficulty he laid, for any man now # 

to free her from the impending danger ; but it was juft and 
fair, to let fome other perfon attempt it. But to drop the me- 
taphor :■ the noble Lord, he faid, having failed of the means 
of coercion, had adopted another language ; his hopes now 
were in the natural good difpofition of the people of America 
to this country. lie did not think, he faid, the noble Lord 
was quite the proper perfon to gain upon their affe&ions, or 
foothe them into compliance ; if there was any chance yet 
remaining of recovering them from the power of France, and 
regaining their confidence, it was moft likely to be efFefted by. 
thofe people who had always (hewn a good difpofition towards 
them, and not by thofe who had taken every opportunity to 
ill-treat and abufe them, who had added infult to injury, and 
waded deep in their blood. If the door of conciliation was 
not already lhut, it could be open only to fuch men as they 
had reafon to think had been well inclined towards them, and 
on whofe friendly difpofitions towards them they might fe- 
curely place fome confidence. 

Mr. Baldwm declared he had been deceived by the mini- Mr. B*ld± 
iter ; that three years ago he afked him whether a revenue w// »* 
was meant by the claim? That he was anfwered, it was; 
and upon that ground alone, he had hitherto voted with the 
miniftry, 

Mr. Aubrey faid, that he rofe to give his affent to the noble Mx.Auirey, 
Lord's propofitions, though with little hope, he confeffed, of 
their producing any good effeft ; for that, whatever the Ame- 
ricans might fuffer by the continuance of the war, he couid 
not be perfuaded they would ever be willing to receive the 
olive branch, when held out to them by hands fo ftained with 
the blood of their countrymen : but, as he had upon a for- 
mer occafion, been for a fimilar queftion, Jie thought it a 
duty he owed to confiftency, to be for the one propofed by 
the noble Lord, as the'avowed objeft of it at leaft was peace. 
The time he had juft alluded to, he faid, was the year 1775, 
when he voted for the motion which was made to the Houfe 
by an honourable gentleman [Mr. Burke] for thp repeal of 
the American compulfory afts. He gave his vote then from 
two motives; onewas, his being one of thofe who, from the 
very beginning of thefe unhappy differences, thought the Par- 
liament of Great Britain had no right to tax the Americans 
while they , were unreprefented in it ; the other was, his think- 
ing that fiich a repeal, foliated as it then was by the united 
roice of the whole continent, would have brought things back 
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» to their old ftate of tranquility and confidence. The giea 

obje&ion then made was, the dignity of Parliament. It wa $ 
in vain to urge, that the beft fupport of dignity was juftice ; 
that maxim was out of date, and unattended to. We began 
with condemning without firft hearing, and proceeded accord- 
ingly. The confequence has been, that we are now, after 
an enormous wafte of blood and treafure, reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of giving up both the dignity of Parliament and the 
claim of taxation together. So much was clearly implied in 
the noble Lord's- propofed fufpenfion of the compulfory a&s. 
But in the mean time, what have the Americans been doing ? 
They, Sir, provoked, and rendered defperate by our unre- 
lenting rigour, have difavowed all dependence on, and con- 
nexion with, this country. They did this, Iikcwife, at a 
time when their affairs wore but an unpromifingafpeft ; .when 
their paper currency was in the greateft difcredft, their nego- 
tiations at the different courts in Europe were hopelefs, and 
our army, that had invaded their country, was not only nu- 
merous, but victorious ; an army, * Sir, of which the Ame- 
ricans feemed to think as Hannibal thought of the Romans, 
Suos opimus 
Fallere 14 effugere ejl triumpbus. 
The balance of fuccefs, however, has fince that period turned 
in their favour. And if we were not able to avail ourfelves 
of their fear, I leave every man to judge, what the prefent 
minifters have to expeft from their affeftion. That their 
affairs are comparatively in a profperous condition, and ours 
declining, mull, I think, be evident to every one from the 
propoutions now offered to us. It is true, that the noble 
Lord [Lord North] has, with an air of fortitude, juft aflured 
us, that " our army is great and powerful, and that our navy 
is great and powerful ;" but would thofe minifters, [Lords 
North and Germairie] who talked of nothing lefs than uncon- 
ditional fiibmiflion, and bringing America proftrate at their 
feet, would they, Sir, have voluntarily repealed thofe ob- 
noxious afts, if they were not convinced, that our ftrength 
was inadequate to the conteft } And do we at this time ex- 
peft, that, after having refitted and bafjled our utmoft efforts, 
they will ever fheath the fword without fufficient fecurity 
againft the injuries they have complained of being repeated ? 
Will not the folemn official promife of Lord Hillfborobgh (the 
making of which promife ought to be as much relented by 
every member of the Britifh Parliament, as the breach of it 
is by fcvery American) I fay, will not that alone juftifv the 
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Americans in declining any negotiation with men, who, hav- 
ing thus laid the foundation of the war in perfidioufnefs, have 
built upon it with cruelty ? I cannot, therefore, flatter myfelf 
with the hopes of reconciling America with the propofed bill. 
Thofe privileges and immunities for which the Americans 
have ventured their lives and fortunes, they will not, now 
the hazard is fo nearly over, truft for a moment in the hands 
they have juft refcued them from. To what then does the 
prefent motion tend ? Not to pacify the Americans, who will 
never be contented with terms, while they have reafon to 
diftruft thofe who offer them. No, Sir, it tends only to 
amufe England by a delufive profpeft of reconciliation, and 
thereby tofufpend at leaft the vengeance of an injured and in* 
fulted public. 

Mr. Grenvilte aflured the Houfe, he did not intend to trou- Mr. o«- 
ble them, if he had not been particularly adverted to by the*'^ 
noble Lord, who denied that he had been milled or deceived ; 
that he rofe to affert again, with indignation, that he had 
been groffly deceived by the uniform language of govern- 
ment for three years paft ; that with regard to the prefent 
queftion, the noble Lord had opened fo little the nature of 
the commiffion, that he was hardly prepared to comment 
upon it, but that his ardent wifh was for peace. He then 
referred to the hint thrown out by Mr. Fox, of the alliance 
between France and America, and called upon the noble Lord 
to anfwer that fafi, efpecially as the information tallied with 
what he himfelf had heard from undoubted authority. That 
from the fame authority he knew, that a very confiderablc 
body of forces had marched, within this fortnight, from the 
interior provinces of France, and that the language held by 
that power was of the moft offenfive nature ; he therefore in- 
fifted on having thefc fafts anfwered, and concluded with re- 
minding the Houfe, that thefe were the viftories prorqifed 
to them, this the revenue to the landed gentlemen, and this 
the triumph to Parliament : but aflured government, that 
though he might differ from them, he would not hang upon 
any proportion which looked like peace. 

Lord North at length anfwered, that be could not £ay from Li. MrtL^ 
authority that the treaty alluded to was figned ; that, indeed, 
it was poffible, nay too probable, but not authenticated by 
the ambaflador. 

His Lopdfhip's motions were, 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to enable his Majefty 
to appoint commtfEonerf to treat, conicnt, and agree on the 
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means of quieting the diforders now fubfifting in certain of 
the colonies, plantations and provinces of America. 

That this proposition be referred. to the confederation of a 
.committee of the whole Houfe. 

That leave be given to bring in a bill for declaring the in- 
tention of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning the 
exercife of the right of impofing taxes on the colonies, plan- 
tations, and provinces of America. 

Which were agreed to without a divifion. Adjourned to 
February 19. 

February 19. 

Conciliatory bills brought in and read. 
February 20. 

Same bills read a fecond time and committed. Adjourned 
to February 23. 
• February 23. 

Previous to the Houfe going into a committee on the two 
Mr.Scrj. conciliatory bills, Mr. Serjeant Adair moved, that it be an 
' jU*ir. inflruftion to the committee of the bill for appointing com- 
miffioners, &c. that they have power to make provifion for 
nominating the commiflioners by the bill. He faid, that 
this was no infringement on the prerogative of fche Crown, 
this was no matter diat lay within its ordinary foederal capa- 
city ; it was'acommiffion appointed by Parliament, in order 
to treat about the rights of Parliament itfeif, the fulpending 
its laws, and the furrender of its rights, or of what it had 
always confidered or had claimed as iuch ; that for the Houfe 
to give blindly fuch a power out of their hands, to be exer- 
cifed at the mere pleafure of the Crown, and by perfons to 
them utterly unknown, was in effect a complete furrender of 
the whple conftitution of this country into the hands of the 
King ; that, therefore, he thought himfelf bound to reiift 
this moft unconftitutional meafure, by every means in his 
power ; that as to any difficulties which might be fuppofed in 
the execution of this mode of appointment, they had been 
all completely got over in the Eaft India bill, where, with 
fuch fufficient facility, Parliament had nominated commil- 
fioners for a matter of mere executive government, and one 
in which no parliamentary rights or powers were at all con- 
cerned ; that he hoped, as himfelf- and the gentlemen in the 
late minority had given, and would give fo clear a fupport to 
fhe .conciliatory meafures of the minrfter, late as Aey were 
Adopted, he -alio hoped the minrfter, on his part, would'like- 
yr\it a&a&ir and candid part with them, and not take them 
* - • ia 
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in for a dangerous extcnfion of prerogative, whilft tfcey were 
joining him in an attempt to reftore peace to the country. 

Mr. Afojfey oppofed it, as taking the executive power out Mr. Myfy. 
of the hands of the Crown. That to hold out to the world at 
this time, that Parliament entertained a jealoufy of the Crown, , 
was not likely to prpmote the good effects which were propofed 
\>y this bill. That it would be a violent aft, after having 
empowered and direfted the Crown to carry on the war, after 
having authorized the Crown to make peace, if it could have 
been effefted by the fubmiffion of America, for the legifla- 
ture on a fudden to hold their hand and fay, the Crown (hall 
not negotiate for peace. That there was no inftance of Parlia- 
ment taking fuch an appointment as this into their own hands, 
except in the reign of Richard the Second, which aft was 
in a few years repealed in terms of reproach, as having ufurped 
upon the royal province. That the progrefs of fuch a bufi- 
nefs in that Houfe would be attended with the grofTeft incon- 
venience ; that the Houfe muft agree or difagree among them- 
felves upon the nomination ; if they difagreed, that circum- 
ftance of itfelf would be fufficient to fhew the impropriety 
of 550 people coming to an eleftion of fo important a nature j 
not to mention the inconvenience of fuch a 'ftifiention going 
over to Ajnerica, or the aukwardnefs of a debate upon name* 
and particular individuals. If, on the other hand, the Houfe 
agreed, and took at once the nomination of the King's mini- 
itere, it would come to the fame thing as if it had been left ' 
.originally to the Crown, with this material difference, ope- 
rating to their own difadvantage ; that if the appointment 
fhould be a bad one, they would preclude themfelves froni all 
right of calling the minifters to an account for mifadvifing 
the Crown, an inconvenience that would ever apply to every 
inftance where an attempt fhould be made to blend the legi- 
flative and executive power together. 

Mr. fVedderburne faid, that the powers intended to be giyen Mr. ira- 
by the commiflion could not be iafely executed but by per-* r ** r * f . 
fons appointed by the Crown ; that the Crown had been in- 
trufted with the appointment of commiffioners to treat upon 
the union of the two kingdoms, and had h^d power to fuf- 
pend the afts of Parliament which prevented the free trading 
intercoufe between the two kingdoms during the treaty ; that 
they were ordered to keep the whole tranfaftion fecret, and 
that they had fo kept it ; that nothing could give a proper 
weight and fupport to the commiffioners but the perfeft con- 
fidence which rarliament (hewed that they repofed in govern- 
■ ..-.<.•-.. d ruentj 
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ment 1 that the nomination of commiffioners in that Houfe 
would prove a thing clearly impracticable, on account of the 
indecent, perfonal difcuffions that it would give rife to ; and 
he declared, that if that queftion fhould be carried, and the 
commiffioners nominated bv Parliament, he would be againft 
the whole commiffion$ the mil, and the plan they belonged to. 
Mr. J#*. Mr. Fox faid, nothing could fo efFettually defeat the pur- 
pofe of the commiffion, as the leaft thought that Parliament 
repofed any confidence in the prefent fervants of the Crown ; 
that this would be a perpetual fubjeft of diftrutt, jealoufy, 
and animofity to the Americans- ; that this miniftry, or any 
perfons of their appointment, could not have any title to the 
confidence of America. The minifters were all the declared 
enemies of America,, and were only brought to a late and ab- 
jeft fubmiffipn, by a failure in their attempts to opprefs them 
by force ; that the commiffioners whom they appointed muft 
accordingly be perfons of their own ftamp and charader; 
perfons who would be more felicitous to fcreen minifters than 
to ferve their country, and are qualified to irritate, rather 
than t<5 appeafe America ; that the fecretary of (late for the 
colonies (the author of all the violent and coercive roeafures) 
Was by his office to have the nomination of the commiffioners. 
Suppofe, the fiuft part of the terms fhould be the punifhment 
of that very minifter, would the perfons nominated bv him 
be impartial commiffioners, and fit for their duty in nich a 
cafe ? That he was aftonifhed at the infolence of minifters. 
Who when they fhould be in fackcloth and afhes, for the ruin 
which they have brought on their country, were prcfump- 
tuoufly making demands of unlimited confidence, and calling 
to have the few remaining powers which had been left. to Par- 
liament furrendcred into their hands, and be difpofed of at 
their pleafure. 
Mr. Burki. Mr; Burke faid, that the prefent was a queftion of men; 
that the meafure was decided upon, which was to give a full 
power to difpofe of all the legiflative a£ts, and all the legifla- 
tive powers of Parliament, fo far as they concerned America. 
That there never had been fuch a truft delegated to men, and 
that therefore nothing ever was more important than the pro- 
per choice of them ; that if minifters had hitherto fhewn, in 
any one inftance, that they had formed a right judgment on 
men, he would admit, that they ought to be trailed with the 
nomination of men upon this oceafion. Next to honeftr, 
(which he would not diipute with the minifters) the ground 
of confidence in men was founded on twe things ; that they 
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vere incapable of deceiving others, and were alike rhcapable. 
>f being deceived themfelves. That the xntnifters had been 
publicly charged in that Houfe by thofe who had all along 
"upported their meafures, with having deceived them; ana 
iieirj uftification had been, that they were themfelves deceived 
■ii every particular relating to America. 'Now, take it which 
,vay you pleafe, he faid, whether thcfy were deceivers, as theit 
: r iends affert, or deceived, as themfelves alledge, they are 
tot fit on either ground to be trnfted ; that they, who had 
iudgcd fo ill of the men they had credited, in all their infor- 
mation concerning America, would not judge better in the 
:hoioe of the men whom they nominated to get rid Of the fatal 
:onfequcnces of that ill information. That their conftant de- 
fence, with regard to the ill fuccefs of their army in Ameri- 
:a, was the incapacity, error, or negleft of the geiterals they , 
lad appointed ; that though he did not believe this was the 
:aufe, yet on their owri confeffion, they had made a wrong 
iudgment of the perfons they had employed ; and if they were 
To unhappy in the choice of generals, they would not prove 
more fortunate in their choice of negotiators. He appre- 
hended, that no good could come of any negotiation what- / 
foever intruded to their hands ; that the affair was not too 
little to be undertaken by Parliament itfelf. If parliamen- 
tary rights muft be negotiated upon, it was fit to be done by 
a committee of the two Houfes of Parliament. 

In order to fettle India affairs , a committee of the Houfe 
had fat in Leadenhall -Street ; they might as well fit in Ame- 
rica ; the objeft is more important, if die diftance is greater ; 
that he'faw the drift of the whole ; the minifters thought to 
pay their court, by extending the prerogative, in proportion 
as they had lefTened the empire ; and that this war (which 
was pretended to be made to prevent the King's having a re- 
venue in America independent of Parliament, apd to affert 
the power of the Houfe of Commons, to tax all the Britifh 
dominions) now terminated in a furrender of the right of 
taxation, and of all other parliamentary rights to advife or 
check the power of the crown. 

Governor John/lone fupported the fame fide. He blamed, Got. 7#fo- 
what he called the weaknefe of the argument drawn from the/ 1 "* 
fuppofed impcflibility of 'difcuffing the merits of commiffio- 
ners in that. Houfe*; faid, that it had not delayed the bill for 
regulating the Eaft-India company, for that the claufe ap- 
pointing the commiffioners had been poftponed until the reft 
pf the bill was finished. He faid, that the commiffioners 
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ought to be men of great weight, perfons if not well, at leaft 
not ill, affcfted to the Americans j men who were known to 
have an opinion of their own, not merely looking tpwards 
the court. 
Mf. Pitt. Mr. Pitt thought it not very material, whether the com- 
miffioners were named by the Crown, or by the Houfe ; but 
was of opinion, that they wbuld be more refpohfible, if they 
were named by the Crown. He hoped, that as they had pro- 
ceeded fo far with unanimity, that they would not now divide, 
except upon the mofteflential points. 
Lord J** Lord John Cavtndijb feemed to think the difference between 
CtvenJj/k, f cnc j j n g out commiflioners by the Crown or Parliament was of 
much importance : but he confidered alfo the expediting thefe 
bills to be fo neceflary, that he would have nothing ftarted ia 
the way of that objea ; that the minifters had threatened the 
minority with the rejection of their own plan of reconciliation, 
if they were not to have it exactly in their own way ; that 
the public would eafily fee who was the true mother of the 
Child, by the care of prefcrving it. 

The queftion was put, and the motion rejeded. The 
Houfe did not divide. 

Mr, Powysf Mr. Powy* moved an inftru&ion to the committee on the 
conciliatory bills, to receive a claufe to repeal the Maflachu- 
fett's charter aft. 

The Lard Advocate fupported it. 
Mr. 7«/« Mr. Jolliffe. I fear it will be neceflary for me to take. up 
w u more of your time than I could wifh. Poffeffed neither of 

eloquence to pleafe, or oratory to enforce my opinions, I am 
under the neceffity of ftating in fimple language my fenti- 
ments; fentiments , which flow from a heart anxious for the 
good of the ftate, and a mind unawed and unbiased, but by a 
true regard for the intereft of my country. 

Sir, at the commencement of this war, I troubled you wirh 
declaring my hearty averfion to it. I endeavoured to convince 
you, that fhould it prove fuccefsful, the utmoft we could hope,, 
the utmoft advantage we could gain, was an abje& fubmif- 
fion of the colonies through fear; a fubmiffion which it was 
not the intereft of this country to defire, and which, as it 
originated in terror, muft end in rebellion ; for there is no 
axiom more true, than that authority \vhich is eftabltfhed and 
fupported by force alone, may and will be refifted when that 
. force is dimmifhed or removed 5 nor is any proportion more 
clear, than that America encreafing the number of her inha- 
bitants. 
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bitants, muft foon rife above any. apprehenfions from youf 
power. 

I told you, Sir, you might fmother the flame with coals, 
but the fire would burft forth in general conflagration ; you 
might conquer, but you never would convince by the fword. 
I then opened a more difmal profpedh I fuppofed (which 
was then received as vifionarv and ideal) that your armies , 
might be refifted, perhaps defeated ; that inftead of feeing 
America at your feet, you might find her brave, refolute, 
and determined j that the war might laft fome years ; that 
you might fhed your nobleft, deareft blood ; that you might 
exhauft all your refources : that France might aid the colo- 
nies, and you not dare to refent the infult ; that the kingdom 
might be reduced to the abyfs of diftrcfs in which it now, is ; 
I then afked the noble Lord, who was and ftill is the oftenfible 
condu&or of the affairs of this nation, what amends he could 
make to thofe he had involved in this calamity ; to thofe gen- . 
tlemen who credulouflv had pledged their lives and fortunes 
in fupport of his meafures.' Having thus publickly avowed 
my averfton to the war, having ftated in the ftrongeft language 
the confequences which I forefaw, I have been thought in- , ^ 
confident in giving toy fupport to the continuance of what I 
difapproved in the commencement. Sir, I afk your forgive- 
nefs for entering into this matter; but it is a duty I owe my 
own charader, to reconcile my condu£L At that conjunc- 
ture, before the fwofrd was drawn, two alternatives offered 
themfelves, the one was plain, eafy, and to my underftanding 
obvious j it could have taken little time, it could have coft 
neither blood nor treafure ; if it had failed, the laft might have 
been adopted ; with much better pretence we then might have 
drawn the fword : a conciliatory conduft could not have in- 
flamed the fore, but hoftility lacerated the wound, and has 
ilifmembered half the empire. Before this cruel war com- 
menced, I was anxious to obtain that tranquility by lenient 
meafures, which hoftility could never efledfc. The majority 
of this Houfe, the whole nation, were of a different opinion, 
they rejeded the palm, and drew the fword. Hoftilities being 
commenced, and independence declared, the idea of accom- 
modation vanifhed $ nothing but vigour Could regain Ame- 
rica ; it called for unanimity, it called for all your exertions ; 
it was my duty then to fupport the honour of my country. 
When America defied our force, we fliould have betrayed the 
very cowardice with which we have branded them, to have 
fued for peace ; as while there was * poffibility of concilia- 
tion, conciliatory meafures ought to have been adopted ; fo 
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when reconciliation was paflcd, force could only, be ipet by 
force. 

Sir, it is always painful to differ from tbofe we refpeft, and 
in queftions of fmall importance, if every man was to follow 
bis own caprice, no government could laft a dajr ; the bufinefs 
of this empire would be anarchy and confufion : bat when the 
fate of thousands is at ftake, when miUioos mav be wafted, 
and an empire loft, he ill defcrves to fit here, who can from 
any motive facrifice his, opinion. It is, not in the power of 
the Crown to bribe a man of property on fiich occasions. It 
h not an empire that can pay a rnan for. his own deftrudiQJb 
Sir, fince America hath avowed independence, and profcfiedly 
contemned your power, it is my fincere opinion, that the 
xneaCures of government have not only been defenfible, but 
no others could have been adopted ; and I am fure, no mini- 
fter, who regarded his own fituation, and wiflied the real in- 
tereft and honpur of his country, could have purfued any 
other line but that of vigorous boftility* That vigour has 
failed, and indisputably great blame and cenfure muft fall 
fomewhere ; whether, the neglcA hath been in the inftruc- 
tions fent from hence, or in the executing them, time and 
enquiry muft determine : that enquiry cannot be diftaat, not 
only into the failure of General Burgoyne, hut into the con- 
dud of the whole war. Peace on aknoft any terms muft now 
be obtained. It may be afked, would you treat with the Con- 
grefs ? I fay, Yes. Would you confer with rebels I Without 
a doubt. .You have tried force, you have failed ; without fome 
terms, not only America is loft, but this nation is undone. 
The whole nation call for peace, and if you have it not, 
there will be war. at home. 

Sir, I am forry on this, as on other occafions, to ob&rve, 
the noble 'Lord [Lord North] fo blends every propofition with 
much that I like, and (bmething that I diflike, that although 
he gains my afient, I am unable to give him my fcfcarty fup- 
port. As at the .commencement of the war, theaddrefs was 
fuch a mixture, that it deprived me of giving my voce ; fo at 
this period, though I approve what, is intended to be done, I 
difapprove the. mode of doing it ; as I wUh for peace, there j 
appear to me more probable meafures to accelerate it than 
tjiofe now offered to your confideration. 

Sir, it is a maxim with me, k is one of my firftftndies, 
when I confer a favour, to do it in fuch a manner, as (hall 
render it moft agreeable ; when I make an offer, 1 weould fo 
model it, as to render it moft acceptable : whatever I mean to 
do, I lore to do tt once j whatever conceffions- we aneaia to 
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wke, that fliould be our firft propofal. I, Sir, deteft the 
appearance of infidioufnefs. Whatever this country mean* 
to concede to America, fliould be made the firft ftep ; that 
firft ftep fliould be palatable. Inftead of fufpending the 
obnoxious ads, let us be open, and repeal them. The noble 
Lord avow* an intention finally, to repeal them, why not do it 
at firft ? America does and will fufped you of defigns, if that 
is- not your firft meafure. We are not in a condition to hag- 
gle ; we have loft an empire j it is an humiliating con fide ra- 
tion ; but we are in the 'ft ate of fuppliants. He that flatters 
us with contrary afiertions, deceives. Sir, I truft we are not 
an undone people ; hut our greatnefs is vanity ; that vanity 
hgs been our ruin. It is the fancies of our wealth and power 
that have undone us. It is the want of knowledge of our 
own ability and ftrength, and our ignorance of that of our 
opponents, that hath thus reduced us. 

Sir, Jt have digrefled j, but will return to enforce my earneft 
wifl), the repeal of the obnoxious ads. Will not the repeat 
of thefc laws convince. America, that we are in earneft in our 
declarations of amity ? May it not fow divifions, and difunite 
the Copgrefs ? May it not induce at leaft fome of the pro- 
vinces to hold out a wifit 6f conciliation with the parent- 
ftate ? While your ads ftand unrepealed, it is their intereft 
to he united j remove the caufe of that uqion, and the effect 
-will ceafe ; remove this ground of jealoufy, (hew them you 
are convinced of your own folly and raihnefs, and their re- 
gard for you will return. 

.Suppofc they have entered into any treaty with France, is 
not this the mpft probable means, to reader it void? Sir, if* 
they are convinced of your fincerity, they will deplore that 
connection, and will find fome method to truftrate its fuccefs. 
Sjippofe that every province may not unite in opinion againft 
this propofal, a treaty muft be opened with that province 
which will alarm the. reft ; until every thing is agreed on, no 
one province can fafely join you ; and as much time muft be 
taken in treaty, that province who wifibes to return- to- its con- 
rvedions with this country, muft be fubjed to the attacks and' 
depredations of the others, or muft admit your troops, and 
then fubmit to whatever terms you think proper to impofe ; 
ifc you repeat the ads, they may then open their arms to you 
ana they are &fe. 

The fufpenfion wears the face of infidioufnefc, and yon- 
cannot imagine America fo blind, as not to* fufped fuch a de- 
fign : if it fliould ftrike them in this light, you will continue 
to alienate and provoke Inftead of . foothvng* and attaching. ; 

you 
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you will make them continue to believe, that your offers of 
conciliation are not only feigned, but that the fame plan 
againft their freedom lurks behind themafk. 

Sir, I deprecate a Britifli Parliament to be themfelvcs, to 
be open and liberal, to remember that they are treating with 
their children, and that the fate of the empire depend* on 
this a&. 
Mr. Ellis. Mr. Ellis faid, it was againft the law of Parliament to re- 
• fceive claufes for the repeal of a£b when two ftages of parlia- 
mentary difcuffion were paffed. To repeal a law was the 
fame thing as to bring in a new bill, and ought to be debated 
both on the introduction and fecond reading. He added, that 
no do&rine could be fo dangerous to the liberty of the fubjed, 
as to maintain a right in the Crown to grant charters inde- 
pendent of the power of Parliament. 

Mr. IVedderburnc was of the fame opinion. 

sfr JTaffiov Sir William Meredith replied, that no order of the Houfe 

could be pleaded in bar of receiving a claufe for repealing thofe 

ads that were obnoxious to the Americans ; it was always in * 

the direction of the Houfe. A claufe to introduce novel, un- - 

digefted, foreign matter, in the middle ftage of a bill, ought fel- 

dom to be admitted. But it was the conftant pra&ice, not 

only confonaat to difcretion, but even binding on the good 

fenfeof the Houfe, to receive claufes that were effentially ne- 

ceflary to the execution of the law proppfed, more especially 

in the cafe of repeals of bills, that were fully known, and had 

already gone through their full courfe of difcuffion. So ne- 

ceflary was the repeal of the offenfive ads to the prefent bill, 

that without a total repeal, it would be not only nugatory but 

mifchievous. 

The right of charters being held independent of the power 
of Parliament, had not been fairly ftated. It had been faid, 
that a charier being the aft of one branch of the legijlature onfy y ■ 
could never Jiand againft the united power of all the three branches 
of the legijlature. £ut there are fuch things as unalienable 
rights , and the foundation of every unalienable right is this ; 
when he who is competent to convey, conveys ; and he who is * 
competent to receive, acctpts : fuch conveyance on one hand, 
apd acceptance on the other, whether by gift, purchafe, or 
any ether confideration, constitute a right, which by the law 
and conftitution of England, is unalienable, and unlefs by 
cpnfent or forfeiture cannot be taken away* Charter rights 
are at leaft as facred as the rights of property. And what 
Situation would property be, if it was an argument for depriv- 
ing a man of his fortune, that the conveyance was the afl of 
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one man only, and could never ftand againft the united powers 
of the legiflature of Great Britain ? but if Parliament, which 
is inftituted to preferve, (hould a flu me a power to violate pri- 
vate or public rights, that fpirit which had often been fo glo- 
rioufly' and fuccefsfully exerted againft the, difpenfing power 
of kings, would now be called forth againft the difpenfing. 
power of parliaments. 

February 24. 

Mr. Powys moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the Mr. P**?* 
MaflTachufett's charter aft, which was agreed to. 

The Houfe went into a committee on the two conciliatory 
bills. 

Mr. Burrell ftid, he had hitherto afted in fupport of the Mr. A*, 
meafures of government, becaufe he had been perfuaded they™^* 
were fighting for the rights of Parliament ; that taxation was 
the primary objeft of the conteft ; that therefore he (hould 
think it very unwarrantable to give up that ground till fome 
conceifions had been made by America. He ftated fome ob- 
jections to the other bill, to enable his Majefty to appoint 
commiffioners. That the bill did not fpecify on what fub- 
jefts they were to treat, and on what they were not to treat. 
Were they to treat with the Americans on the fubjeft of their 
independence? There was nothing in this bill to prevent 
them from doing fo. He objefted likewife to the power of 
caufing a ceflation of hoftilities, and pointed out fome incon- 
veniencies attending it. 

Mr. Moreton faid, he had very great objeftions to both the Mr. M<*t- 
bills ; but as he was not able at that time to go through with '"* 
them, he gave notice, he meant to oppofe them in fome other 
flage, though this was the mod regular time of doing it. But. 
he ftill declared his conftancy in his old opinion concerning 
taxation, and that it ought to be inforced. He had likewife an 
infuperable pbjeftion to the other bill, and that was, that it 
was in the pewer of the commiffioners to treat on the inde- 
pendence pf America : the very idea of fuch a thing would * 
encourage them to demand it. There {hould be a claufe in 
the bill, to oblige the Americans to make a formal renuncia- 
tion of that'claim. 

Lord Btauchamp was of the fame opinion, as to the renun-Lord Bea— 
ciation of independence. clamp. 

General Frafer went through the whole fubjeft of the Ame- Gen. ¥r*~ 
rican difpute for thefe laft fifteen or fixteen years ; gave his/"** 
opinion on the ftamp-aft of the late Mr. Grenville, whom he 
Jpoke of in terms of the higheft regard and afFe&ion. He 
thought the repeal of the ftamp-aft an unwifc meafure, be- 
3 <*ufe 



Digitized by 



Google 



400 PARLIAMENTARY A>t?tf. 

caufc he had great reafon to think it would have been acquiefced 
in ; but allowed chat the repeal was in effeft a virtual renun- 
ciation of the exercife<of the right of taxation, and therefore 
that it (hould not have been again taken up. He then went 
through the whole of the fubfequent proceedings, and lament- 
ed the defpohdency of the mfniftry in making fuch conceffions, 
when he was aflured the resources of this country were ade- 
quate to the fubduing of the rebellion. He hoped, however, 
that if thefe bills toad not effeft, we (hould be all unanimous 
in profecuting the war. 

Mr. Fmp. Mr. Fox anfwered direflly the honourable gentleman who 
fpoke laft, that in his opinion the bills would have no effefik ; 
that it was too late ; that the reafon of his giving all aniftance 
to the bills was, that there was a poflibility, and but a poffibi- 
lity, of their fuccefs ; there was a chance of it, though it was 
to fmall, that it Was ,bevbnd the power of calculation ; but 
yet, as the prize was (o great, as that of a peace with de- 
pendent America, it was worth the trial. He ftated fome 
obje&ions as to the parts of the principal bill. The powers 
of the commiffioners were not large enough : they (hould 
have the power of fufpending the ftatutes affe&ing America 
made before 1763, as well as afterwards. 

M^^W- Mr. IVcdderbutne began with declaring his reafon for ap- 
proving of the prefent bills was not grounded on defpondency ; 
be was well perfuaded our ftrength was ftill great, our re- 
fources aJmoft inexhauftible ; and indeed his chief hopes were 
formed on our ftrength, and on the refpedable fituation of 
our affairs ; for that if we were not (hong, and capable of 
going on with the War, he was afraid there was little hopes 
of fuccefs in negotiation. But his reafon for promoting the 
prefent meafurcs was, that the prolongation of the war, though 
attended with fuccefs, would not com pen fa tie for the incon- 
veniencies of purfuing it. He had not the leaft doubt but his 
jvlajefty's arms would be crowned with complete fuccefs in 
the end ; but he' thought a fpeedy termination by this means 
was preferable to conqueft by length of time. With regard to 
the particular parts of the bill, he confefled he (hould be ra- 
ther of opinion to have given the commiffioners unlimited 
powers, and leave the reft entirely to their own discretion. 
He then anfwered fome objedtions that had been made by two 
gentlemen at the beginning of the debate ; faid, that revenue 
vvas not the caufe of the war, that the real fpring of it was to 
crufh a fpirit of independence ; having in the commencement 
of his fpeech commented on the conduct of gentlemen who 
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pretended to receive the bill at firft with great pleafure, but 
have afterwards raifed many obje&ions to it. 

This called up Mr. Townjpend and Mr. Burke, both of Mr. Burh. 
whom defended themfelves from the reflections thrown out by 
the laft honourable gentleman on the conHudt of that fide of * 
the Houfe : declared, that the raoft formidable obje&ions^ to the 
body of the bills were made by thofe who had all along fup- 
ported the deftru&iye war which gave occafion to the prefent 
bills : on tbe other hand, what was the conduit of tbefe gentle- 
men who had endeavoured to prevent things coming to the pre- 
fent unhappy crifis,? Though they at firft declared their fear, it 
was too late ; tbeyhad given no trouble but what (hewed their 
real defire of the proportions taking effedt. They yefterdav 
propofed an inftrucHon to the committee, which, if received, 
would only have given the bill more weight, and thofe who 
are to execute it greater dignity. This, though certainly 
well intended, was urged with moderation, and was carried 
againft them without a divifion. Mr. Burke went through 
many of the former arguments with freih vigour. 

Lord North (aid, he took that opportunity to declare, what- Lord Mr/*, 
ever different opinions there might be concerning the powers 
of the commiflioners, that they would have pofitive inflec- 
tions not to allow of, or to treat concerning, the claim of in- 
dependeney fet up by America j they muft treat as fubjeds, 
or not alL He {hould not now enter into a difcuffion con- 
cerning the difTentions between the two countries ; he had 
gone into this at large a few days ago. 

Mr. JVilmot faid, that though the motion for the Speaker Mr. W& 
to leave* the chair was to go into a committee on the firft bill^ «*««'• 
he begged leave to conhder the two bills as compofing one 
plan, and though it was more regular to debate the various 
parts of them when they came to a committee, he could not 
help now faying, that he thought the bills upon* the whole 
were extremely well calculated to anfwer the purpofes for 
which' they were intended ; that there was a peculiar propriety 
in not inferting in the bill a claufe for obliging the Americans 
to refcind their vote of independence j becaufe, if they treat 
at all under this bill, it muft be asfubjeSiSj and the demand 
of fuch a formal and exprefs renunciation, might prevent 
their proceeding at all in the treaty, though they {hould other- 
wife wifh it. He intended at prefent to fpeak chiefly' in fa- 
vour of the principle of the bill ; a principle he had been 
purfuing, ana on which he had a&ed ever fince he had a feat 
in the Houfe ; namely, of reftoring union and harmony, by 
a revifal of the laws relative to America. That before he de- 
Vot. VIII. Fff liYcrcd . 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

tivered his own genuine and unbiafled fentiments, he defired 
* to do juftice to the fentiments of thofe with whom he fhould 
be fo unfortunate as to differ, on which ever fide of theHoufc 
that difference might be. He was very far from thinking, 
that this war was originally caufcd, or has been kept up 
fince, either by a fpirit of oppreffion on one fide of the Houfe, 
or by a fpirit of fadion on the other. He was pcrfuaded, that 
there were very few gentlemen on either fide of the Houfe, 
who had not all along aded, and who would not continue to 
a& from the convi&ion of their own mind, and to the beft of 
their judgment; a judgment, perhaps, far fuperior to his 
own : birt that it appeared to him, in a queftion of this im- 
portant nature, to be incumbent on every man to form an 
opinion, and much more fo, when he had formed one, to a& 
up to it. His opinion was not the opinion of the day : but 
hid been the conftant guide of his conduit j namely, to have 
given the Americans fome fatisfaclion on thefubjeft of unlimited 
taxation, and to flaw a wiuingnefs to revife the laws by which they 
might think them/elves aggrieved ; for though it is now faid, 
that revenue was not the obje£t of the war, and that if it bad, 
it would not have been worth contending for, yet he thought 
every body muft allow, taxation was certainly the origin of 
the quarrel ; it was the firft caufe of it ; it was firft in point of 
time, if not in point of confequence ; and though the quef- 
tion was more complicated when he took his feat in the Houfe, 
yet bethought much .depended on the firft ground of thecon- 
teft, as the fubfequent fteps might be only the confequencea 
of the different ideas of the two countries on that queftion. He 
always thought till fomething was done on this fubjeft, there 
would be no end of the difpute ; as a proof of which, he re- 
ferred to the two bills on the table. He had no doubt of the 
competency of Parliament' to tax America ; but on the other 
hand, he had no doubt of the unreafonablenefs of our exer- 
cifing this right before fome limitation was put to it. This 
right was new in point of exercife. We had hitherto been 
contented with the reftraints on their commerce. The con- 
duct of the conftitution in fimilar but much lefs ftrong in- 
ftances, and above all, the peculiar fituation of America, did 
in his opinion reauire us to withold the exercifing of this 
right, though in theory it certainly belonged to us. He en- 
tered at large into the reafons that induced him to be of this 
opinion, which were chiefly the peculiar fituation of America, 
which prevented the inhabitants of that country from having 
the fame fecurity that every unreprefentid individual here en- 
joys, bccaufe he fubmits to no tax but what the reprefented 
* equally 
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equally fubmit to : and therefore, though he had no infereft 
in the a&ual reprefentation, he fafely confided that thofe who 
make the laws, either by themfelves or their reprefentatives, 
will lay no unneceflary burden, for if they did, all muft equal- 

Xbear a fture of it. But this was by no means the lot of the 
merican : he muft have fubmitted to taxes, not only which 
he was not concerned in impofing, but which thofe who did 
impofe them did not bear any (hare of, and therefore he want* 
ed that fecurity for their equality and juftice. He did not 
think this country would have abufed.this power by a grievous 
exercife of it : but he never underftood it to be an argument 
in favour of a contefted right, that the perfons who were 
to exercife it, would have the goodnefi not to abufe it, and 
efpecially when a tax was laid avowedly to eftabli(h the 
principle of an unlimited right] of taxation. That America 
ihould contribute was highly reafonable, and what America 
herfelf did not deny : but it was faid by a learned gentleman, 
that the real fpring of the war was to crufh a fpirit of inde- 
pendence, that was always defigned, and now actually fet up 
in defiance of the legiflature of this country. He faid, he did 
not mean to juftify the Americans ; their conduft in taking 
up arms juftified us in repelling force by force: but he be~ 
lieved independence was no more their defign in the begin- 
ning, than oppreffion was ours at any period of the conteft. 
If it was, there was no excufe for not proceeding with more 
vigour at firft, and no ground to hope for accommodation 
now. He confeffed, he had ftill hopes of a permanent re- 
conciliation, chiefly founded on this, that the claim of inde- # 
pendence was a confequence of the quarrel, and not the origi- 
nal defign of that country in its colleftive capacity, however 
fome individuals might wifh it : but faid, if he had thought 
the fcruples of America concerning taxation lefs reafonable 
than he did think them, he faw no folid objection before we 
had entered into this civil war, to the having fatisfied the 
Americans on the fubje£t of unlimited taxation , to having 
offered fome fecurity that we would not abufe this ptfwer, that 
they might have known explicitly the footing on which we 
meant to put them when conquered^ and which might per- 
haps have faved us that experiment. The cafe was now, in- 
deed, a good deal altered. He wifhed fomething effective 
had been done fooner, but hoped it was ftill not too late. 

Mr. Van clofed the debate, and kept the Houfe in a cott- 
tinual laugh during the whole courfe of his fpeech. 

The blanks in the commiffioners bill were filled up, and it 
was ordered to be reported. 

Fffa Feh 
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February 25. 
Order of the day to go into ft committee on the bill relative 
to American taxation. ' 

Mr. Ptmyu Mr. Powys moved, that it be an inftru&ion to the commit- 
tee, to receive a claufe to repeal the American tea ad pafled 
in 1767. Agreed to. 
,Mr«J«rJ* Mr. Burki moved, that it be an inftru&ion to the com- 
mittee, to extend the provifions of the bill to the Weft In- 
dies. Agreed to. 

The Houfe went into a committee. The blanks were filled, 
and the bill ordered to be reported , 

The following is a copy of the bills after they were amended. 

A bill for declaring the intentions of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, concerning the exercife of the right of impofing taxes 
within his Majejlys colonics^ provinces^ and plantations in 
North America. 

Upon the third reading, the title was altered thus : 
For removing all doubts and apprehenjions concerning taxation by 
the Parliament of Great Britain^ in any of the colonies, pro- 
vintes and plantations in North America and the Weft Indies^ 
and for repealing fo much of an aft made in the feventh year of 
the reign of his prefent Majefty y as impofes a duty on tea /m- 
portedfrom Great Britain into any colony or plantation in Anu» 
rica 9 or relates thereto. 

WHEREAS taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in his Majefty's colonies, 
provinces* and plantations in North America, has been found 
by experience to occafion great uneafinefs and diforders among 
his Majefty's faithful fubje£ts, who may neverthelefs be dif- 
pofed to acknowledge the juftice of contributing to the com* 
mon defence of the empire, provided fuch contribution fhould 
.be raifed under the authority of the general court or general 
aflembly of each refpe&ive colony, province, or plantation : 

And whereas, in order as well to remove the faid uneafi- 
nefles, and to quiet the minds of his Majefty's fubje&s, who 
may be difpofed to return to their allegiance, as to reftore 
the peace and welfare of all his Majefty's dominions, it is ex- 
pedient to declare, that the King and Parliament of Great 
Britain will not impofe any duty, tax, or afleflment, for the 
purpofe of raifing a revenue in any of the faid colonies, pro- 
vinces > or plantations : 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 
That it may be declared and ena£ted ; and it is hereby de- 
clared and enaded, by the King's moft excellent Majefty, by 

and 
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and with the advice and eonfent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and 'Commons, in this* prefent Parliament affem- 
bled, and by the authority of the fame, that from and after 
the paffing of this a£t, the King and Parliament of Great 
Britain will not impofe any duty, tax, or afleffment whatever, 
payable in any of his Majefty's colonies, provinces, and plan- 
tations in North America, or thfe Weft Indies, except only 
fuch duties as it may be expedient to impofe for the regulation 
of commerce ; the net produce of fuch duties to be always 
paid and applied to and for the ufe of the colony, province, or 
plantation, in which the fame fhall be refpeflively levied, in 
fuch manner as other duties collefted by the authority of the 
refpeftive general courts, or general aflemblies, of fuch colo- 
nies, provinces, or plantations, are ordinarily paid and ap- 
plied. 

And be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, that 
from and after the paffing of this ad, fo much of an ad, made 
in the feventh year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, inti- 
tuled, " An z& for ,the granting certain duties in the Britifh 
colonies and plantations in America ; for allowing a draw- 
back of the duties of cuftoms upon the exportation from this 
lcingdom of coffee and cocoa nuts of the produce of the faid 
colonies or plantations; fordifcontinuing the drawbacks pay- 
able en China earthen ware exported to America ; and for 
more efFe&ually preventing the dandeftine running of goods 
in the faid colonies and plantations," as impofes a duty on tea 
imported from Great Britain into any colony or plantation in 
America, or has relation to the faitf duty, be, and the fame 
is hereby repealed. 

J bill to enable his Maje/ty to appoint commijponers^ with fujjl- ■ 
dent powers to treaty confulty and agree upon the means of 
quieting the diforders now fubfifting in certain of the colonies y . 
plantations, and provinces of North America. 
FOR the quieting and extinguifliing of divers jealoufies 
and apprehenfions of danger to the liberties and rights, which 
have alarmed many of his Majefty's fubjeas in the cobnies, 
provinces, and plantations of New Hampfhire, Maflachufett's 
Bay, Rhode Ifland, Connecticut, New York, New Jerfer, 
Pennfylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
gia; and for a manifeftation of the juft and gracious purpofes 
of his Majefty and his Parliament, to maintain and fecure all 
his fubjefis in the clear and perfcS enjoyment of their liber- 
ties and rights : 

Be 
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Be it enajfted by the King's moft excellent Majefty, by and 
with the advice and confenc of the LordsSpiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament afTembled, and by 
the authority of the fame, that it (hall and may be lawful for 
his Majefty from time to time, by letters patent under the great 
feal of Great Britain, to authorize and im power five able and 
fufficient perfonS, or any three of them, to treat, confult, and 
agree, with any body or bodies politic and corporate, or with 
any aiTembly or aflemblies of men, or with any perfon or per- 
sons whatfoever, of and concerning any grievances, or com- 
plaints of grievances, exifting, or fuppofed to exift, in the 
governments of any of the faid colonies, provinces, or plan- 
tations refpe&ively, or in the laws and ftatutes of this realm 
refpe&ing the fame ; and of or concerning any aid or contri- 
bution to be furnifhcd by any of the faid colonies, provinces, 
or plantations refpefiively, for the common defence of this 
realm, and the dominions thereunto belonging j and of and 
concerning any other regulations, provifions, matters, and 
things neceflary or convenient, for the honour of his Maje- 
fty, his Parliament, and the common good of all his fubjeds. 

Provided alfo, and be it further enaded and declared, that 
no regulation, provision, matter, or thing fo propofed, treat- 
ed, confulted, or agreed, (hall have any other force or effefl, 
or be carried further into execution, than is herein after men- 
tioned and provided, until the fame flull have been confirmed 
by Parliament. 

Provided alfo, and be it further enafted, by the authority 
aforefaid, that in order to facilitate the good purpofes of this 
aft, his Majefty may lawfully enable the faid commiffioners, or 
any three of them, from time to time, to order and proclaim 
a ceflation of hoftilities, on the part of his Majefty's forces by 
fea or land, for any time, and under any conditions of re- 
ftri&ions, and fuch order and proclamation to revoke and an- 
nul, in the fame manner and form. \ 

And be it further enaded, that it (hall and may be lawful 
for his Majefty, by fuch letters patent as aforefaid, to autho- 
rize and empower the faid commiffioners, or any three of 
them, by proclamation under their refpeiiive hands and feals, 
from time to time, to fufpend the operation and effe£t of a cer- 
tain a£t of Parliament, made and pafled in the fixteenth year 
of the reign of his prefent Majefty, for prohibiting all trade 
and intercourfe with certain colonies and plantations therein 
named, and for the other purpofes therein alfo mentioned, or 
any of the provifions or reftnQions therein contained, fpeci- 
fying, in fuch proclamation, at what times and places refpec- 
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tively, and with what exceptions and reftriftions, the faid 
fufpenfion (hall take effeft ; and the faid fufpenfion and pro- 
clamation, in the fame manner and form to annul and revoke. 

And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that 
it (hall and may be lawful for his Majefty, by fuch letters pa- 
tent as aforefaid, to authorize and impower the faid comniif- 
fioners, or any three of them, to fufpend, in any places, and 
for any times during the continuance of this aft, the opera- 
tion and effeft of any aft or afts of Parliament which have 
pafled fince the tenth day of February ene thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty- three, and which relate to any of his Ma- 
jefty 's faid colonies, provinces, or plantations in North Ame- 
rica, fo far as the fame doth relate to them, or the operation 
and effeft of any claufe, or any provifion or matter therein 
contained, fo far as fuch claufes, provifions, or matters, re- 
late to any of the faid colonies, provinces, or plantations. 

And it is hereby enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that 
it (hall and may be lawful for his Majefty, by fuch letters pa- 
tent as aforefaid, to authorize and impower the faid com mi f- 
fioners, or any three of them, and they are hereby authorized 
and impowered, to grant a pardon or pardons to any number ' 
or defcription of perfons within the faid colonies, provinces, or 
plantations* 

And, that no lett or hindrance may happen from the va- 
cancy of the office of governor and commander in chief in 
any of the faid colonies, provinces, or plantations refpec- 
tively, or from the abfence of fuch officer from government, 
be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall 
and may be lawful for his Majefty, by fuch letters patent as 
aforefaid, to authorize and impower the faid commiffioners, 
or any three of them, in any of the faid colonies, provinces, 
or plantations refpeftively, wherein his Majefty hath ufually 
heretofore nominated and appointed a governor, to nominate 
jand appoint from time to time, by any inftrument under their 
hands and feals, a proper perfon to be the governor and com- 
mander in chief in and for any fuch colony, province, or plan- 
tation, to have, hold, and exercife the faid office of governor 
and commander in chief in and for fuch colony or plantation 
refpeftively, with all fuch powers and authorities as any go* 
vernor of fuch province, heretofore appointed by his Maje- 
fty, might or could have exercifed, in as full and ample man- 
ner and form as if fuch governor and commander in chief had 
been nominated and appointed by his Majefty's letters patent 
or commiffion ; and for that purpofe, if need be, to revoke, 
annul, and make void, any commiffion or letters patent here* 
a tofore 
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tofore granted for appointing any fuch governor or comman- 
der in chief. 

And be it further ena&ed, that this aft fhall continue to 
be in force until the firft day of June, one thoufand fcvcn 
hundred and feventy-nine. 

February 26. 

No debate. ' Adjourned to March 2. 
March 2. 
Sir Grtj sir Grey Cooper. . I rife to move, that the bill for enabling 

**#"• his Majefty to appoint commiflioners, &c. be now read a third 
time : but before I make that motion, I will, with the indul- 
gence of the Houfe, humbly offer my fentiments on the very 
important fubjeft-matter of both the conciliatory bills. 

Sir, it appears to me, that when the propofitions which 
thefe bills contain {hall be fent to America, and circulated 
through the revolted colonies, and when the terms which they 
offer mail be known, confidered, and underftood, they will, 
by degrees, induce every moderate man, and every man of 
property who is not too far embarked and engaged with the 
preferi t governing powers, to confent to a treaty with the 
King's commiffioners, on the ground of a dependence on 
Great Britain, and on conditions beneficial and advantageous 
to both countries. 

The terror of taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain 
has been for fome time paft the great power and prevailing in- 
fluence by which the leaders of the revolt have poflefled and 
governed the minds of the people ; and, in my humble opi- 
nion, this plan of peace, founded on fuch conceffions, will 
tend more effectually to weaken the power, and to counteract 
the authority of thole leaders, than any meafures which could 
have been taken in the prefent ftate and ci re um fiances of 
things. When the owners of land, the planters of tobacco 
and rice, the growers of corn, the breeders of cattle, the pro- 
prietors of houfes and wharfs, know with certainty that they 
may not only have peace with Great Britain, but peace in per- 
fect fecurity, that they never.fhall in future be taxed, except 
by their own reprcfentatives. in their own general courts or 
aflemblies ; all fuch men will, all fuch men mud, be difpofed 
to confent to a re-union with, and dependence en Great Bri- 
tain on fuch terms. 

When they are recovered from the frenzy of fear which has 
fo long diftra&ed them, they will fee, in its true light, the 
government under which they now live ; inftead of a fcederal 
republic, compoftd of free ftates, of which they dreamed, 
they will find and feel, when they are awake, the hard hand 

and 
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and rigorous controul of an ariftocratical government. It is 
in vain to impute blame to the rulers for this rigour and feve- 
rity. Ufurpation muft be maintained by force : and if the 
mayor of New- York, and fome of the beft and moft refpec- 
tabte citizens of that city, have been imprifoned in the moft 
arbitrary manner, and tried and condemned* contrary to all 
legal forms ; if the good people of Albany have been under 
perfecution 5 if the Quakers have been baniflied for confidence 
fake ; if every man who has continued faithful to his King , 
and country ; if every neutral and moderate man be furround- 
ed by fpies and informers ; if their motions be watched, their 
fteps counted, their letters opened* their houfes entered, their 
papers feized, their perfons imprifoned, without caufe af- 
iigned, or charge exhibited ; thefe are the neceiTary and ine- 
vitable confequences and effe&s of fuch a government. 

When the people compare their prefent ftate and condition 
with that mild and equal government under which they lived, 
grew, profpered, and flouriQied, that recollection cannot pafs 
over their minds without touching and reviving fome of the 
affe&ions and charities of former relation and connexion* 
Which, though covered and obfcured, are not, I truft, obli- 
terated by the prefent moft unhappy animoftties. 

They will be at liberty to compare their dependence on 
Great Britain, on fuch terms, with an alliance with the 
court of France. To Great Britain they are united by reli- 
gion, government, laws, language, habits, affe&ion and rela- 
tion. From Great Britain they derive their fpirit and their 
love of liberty ; and from the charters granted by the Kings 
of England, and the ufuage under thofe charters, which is cer- 
tainly the beft interpretation of them, ,they derive thofe free 
.conftitutions, on which they juftly fet fo high a value. 

They muft, when they are at liberty to make an ele&ion, 
be carried, by the irrefiftible impulfes of the human heart, to- 
wards that country which they ufed to call their home. 

An alliance of the Britifh colonies with the French King, 
againft their mother-country, is moft unnatural, and can on- 
ly be di&ated by defpair. The alliance of a high-fpirited free 
people with a defpotic government ; the religion of the fe- 
vereft proteftants, with a great, powerful, and ambitious ca- 
tholic ftate ; the plain and fimple manner of the Americans, 
with the fafhions, cuftoms, and character of a high-polifhed 
and luxurious nation. The clay and the metal will not co- 
here. Mifery may make men take up with ftrange compa- 
nions for a time, but fuch connexions cannot long fubfift -, 
and indeed we have feen, in point of fa& and experience, that 
the manners and habits of the French and the Americans do 
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not accord better the more they know each other, as moft of 
the French officers who ferved in General Walhington's 
arm y» quitted that fervice before thecJofe of the campaign. 

But it is faid, that it is now too late to offer thefe terms of 
peace to the revolted colonies, and that at this time no fuc- 
cefs can be expe&ed from the commiffion to treat with them. 
Sir, it is my humble opinion (which perhaps at firft fight 
may appear fomewhat lingular and refined) that thefe mea- 
sures at this time have a fairer profpeft of fuccefs, than 
they would have had at the beginning of the troubles. 
In the firft conflift of their paffions after the ftandard of re- 
volt was fet upj in the firft fits of their refentment, they were 
perhaps more intra&able and unmanageable, more animated 
againft this country, more deaf to- the call of rcafoir, the 
feelings of nature, or the motives of intereft, than they may 
be when the bills and the commiffion arrive in America. 

They have fuffered the diftreflcs and calamities of war 
raging in their provinces, which 1 lament as much as any 
gentleman in this Houfe, or in this kingdom ; but which, in 
my conscience* I think the violent counfels of the leaders of 
independency have brought upon them. They have been 
put to feel the galling yoke of the government which they 
have chofen. They have had time to think. They have 
had fpatium requiemque funri. But the great leading con- 
sideration is this : men, under the preffure of any real or 
imaginary grievance, fubmit with wonderful patience to every 
perfonal and domeftic diftrefs ; they can fee, without depref- 
fion of fpirit, their wives, their children, and all that are dear 
to them, without the comforts and even neceflaries of life. 
For where the greater malady is fixed, the leffer is fcarce felt. 
Butconceffion, and a redrefsof grievances, will rrftore them 
to a fenfe of feeling. When the mind is free, the body is 
delicate. 

Such is the reafoning, and fuch are the conclafions upon 
which my hope of the fuccefs of thefe moft arduous and im- 
portant meafures is formed. It is grounded alfo on the beft 
information of the prefent ftate.of the temper and turn "of 
the minds of the people, which I have been able with fome 
diligence to procure. I have converfed with many perfons 
of knowledge and credit j I have read many letters conveying 
the opinions of intelligent writers on the fubjed; and 
though I am aware that all fuch intelligence ought to be re- 
ceived with great caution, and that it often comes to Great 
Britain difcoloured by the prejudices through which it pafles 
in the minds of the j>erfons who fpeak or write on the pre- 
fent contcftj yet I think I am juftifiedin believing, from 

all 
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ill the evidence taken together, that the ground is in many 
>laces prepared for the feed* 

But it is faid, that a great obftacle to the fuccefs ef thefe 
meafures ftill remains ; for though it be granted, for argu- 
ment's fake, that many men of property and moderate prin- 
ciples may be inclined to return to a dependence on Great 
Britain on fuch terms, will they be able to accomplifh their 
with, and to carry their inclination into effeft ? v 

It muft be confefled (as was obfcrved by an honourable 
gentleman [Governor Johnftone] on the lecond reading of 
the bills) that nothing but a pretty general confent of the • 
community can bring the leaders to liften to any terms 
of accommodation with Great Britain. ^ Sir, I own I 
entertain an idea, that the turn and temper of the minds of 
the msyority of the people in the colonies, at this hour, 
fomewhat refemble thofe of the people of England juft be- 
fore the Reftoration. When the reins of government fell 
from the weak hands of Richard Cromwell, and when Fleet- ' N 

wood and Defborough, with the Rump Parliament, governed 
the kingdom, the Prefbyterians joined with the Royalifts 
againft the dominion of the Independents, and the tyranny 
of the army. When Monk moved from Scotland, nineteen 
men of property out of twenty wifhed for the reftoration of 
the old government. At the head pf his veteran forces he 
called a free Parliament, after he had extinguifhed the po- 
wer of Fleetwood and his officers. Monk did not forces the 
natioh to recall the royal family ; he did nothing more than 
with great management and addrefe conduft andfupport the in- 
clination and w iihes of the community. When the gracious de- 
claration from Breda was circulated through the nation, and 
the King's letter to the Commons was delivered by Mr. Gren- 
ville, and read in the Houfe, the whole country ftarted into 
aftion, and the reftoration was brought about with a rapidity 
and effeft perfeftly inconceivable fome months before : and 
when the King arrived at Canterbury, and was received with 
fuch acclamations of joy and expreffions of affeftion, he 
afked where all the men had lived who had done fo much 
mifchief ? 

It will be anfwered, and cannot but be admitted, that 
there are many circumftances in the two cafes diffimilar ; 
but I hope and truft, that, with refpeft to the inclination and 
wiflies of the people at both the periods, the refemblance 
will be found to be ftrong. But be that as it may, and 
whatever be the event, I {hall ever think, that the meafures 
G g g % which 
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which thefe bills are calculated to carry into execution, will 
and ought to do great honour tp the noble Lord who pro- 
pofed tjiem to Parliament. 
Earl 2V«- £^1 Nugent fei^ he vvifhed the Americans joy of their 
V*** new charter ; and added, that in the bills coming on, he 

hoped the Houfc would be unanimous ; for, in his opinion, 
that was the Only thing that could fave this nation. 
LordMrtf. Lord North moved, that the bill declaring the intentions 
of Parliament relative to taxing America be read a third 
time. 
Mr. Watt* Mr. ff 'alter Spencer Stanhope. The awe and embarraflment 
ty ep " r which oppreffes every attempt of mine to fpeak in this 
tan <ff jj ou {^ anc j w hich I feel particularly oppreffive at this mo- 
ment, is fufficient at all times to keep me filent. It has done 
fo through the courfc of this feffion hitherto, and would do 
fo now, but that- after a regular attendance during every 
ftage of the progrefs of a bill, unexpected, important, as the 
prcfent, were I now, at the third reading, to let it pafs with- 
out faying a few words upon the fubjeft, it would be, in my 
opinidm, for ever to clofe my lips in this Houfe, and de pedi- 
bus ire in fcntentiam> as long as I may have the honour to fit 
in it for the future. Sir, the noble Lord, on his firft intro- 
duction of the bills now before you to your confederation, 
did wtry candidly, and with great propriety, call for the clear, 
unbiased, well-confidered opinion of every member in the 
Houfe. It is my purpofe, Sir, to give what I do allure him 
is an unbiaffed and well-confidered opinion. I will endea- 
vour to make it as clear as I can, and as fliort. With refpeft 
to the time when it has been thought expedient to bripgtheic 
propofitions before the Houfe, I mall fay very little. It is 
impoffible for a private individual, without more adequate 
means of information, without a poffibility of forming a 
comprehenfive and complete judgment upon the fubjeft, to 
decide with juftice upon it now. If it fhould in future ap- 
pear that the golden opportunity has been fufFered to efcape, 
caufelefsly to efcape, and by the fhameful delay of two or 
three weeks only ; then, Sir, it will, it muft, become matter 
of highly criminal infpeftion, and of folemn judicial enqui- 
ry, hereafter. At the prefent, therefore, I forbear to give 
piny opinion upon it ; for, late as this meafure certainly was 
brought in, when it did come, it was introduced by a fpeech 
from the noble Lord, that breathed fuch a fpirit of candour, 
&nd glowed with fuch a fervency of exprWfion ; he fhewei, 
in a fUviation certainly fomewhat awKward and embarraffin^ 
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inch earneftnefs of mind, and fincerity of heart, to effcft the 
good work of peace; his conceffions were fo ample, his plan was 
ib promHing,thatIown,tbronce,Iwifhed him heartily fuceefs.* 
I was willing to hope the time was not yet too late, the opportu- 
nity n9t yet paft ; I wifhed no advantage in debate might beta- 
ken of any unguarded exprefiion, any imprudent declaration, he 
might in the honeft warmth of his difcourfe have incautiouf- 
ly hazarded : for fuch there undoubtedly were : as, " That 
taxation was at no time, in his opinion, an objeft worth 
fighting for ; that the Congrefs, in 1774, made claims total- 
ly inconfiftent with any dependence whatfoever upon this 
government; when, in 1775, he fent over only 5000 men. 
to encounter a claim fo hoftile and alarming." Thefe were 
imprudent and unwife afiertions ; but I wiftied them to pafs 
unnoticed, when I heard him ftate, as the firft part of his 
plan (though the bill ftands fecond in the order of the day) 
" That in order to induce the colonies to treat concerning 
the repeal of a&s of Parliament, when, by the very aft of 
treating, they muft, by way of preliminary, and virtually, 
at leaft, renounce the independence they have afferted, it 
would be neceffary to affure to them fome previous and con- 
iderable advantage, by way of equivalent ; therefore taxa- 
tion for the future fhould be renounced." And here, that I 
may not have occafion to recur to it hereafter, I muft fairly 
fey, that the bill for the relinquifhment of taxation is per* 
feftly confonant, not only to the letter, but to the fpint of 
ivhat the noble Lord then advanced. The ambiguous ex* 
^reffion of the " exercife of the right of taxation," has been 
rtruck out, the immunity has been extended to the Weft- 
Indies, and a claufe has been admitted to repeal the tea aft. 
• I am extremely forry I cannot give the fame commenda- 
5on to the other bill. Let me recall to your recolle&ion, 
5ir, the manner, and the ground upon which that was intro- 
luced by the noble Lord, as the fubfequent part of his plan. 
He told us, " That on account of the diftance of America 
torn hence, of the want of any perfons prefent here, who 
Quid confent on her part, and for a variety of other reafom, 
i was impoffible the treaty could be negotiated in Parliament; 
terefore it became neceffary to appoint coramtffioners, to be 
ctrufted by Parliament with very ample and extenfivs po- 
vtrs, both with refpeft to perfons and things, particularly with 
tl very extraordinary power of fufpending a&s of the le- 
glature : that for this mcafure, extraordinary as it was, a 
pfcedent was to be found ; a fimilar power had beca vefted 
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toy Parliament in commiffioners in the reign of Charles the 
Second." In this manner, Sir, was the bill upon your table 
firft introduced to the Houl'e ; and fo introduced, I gave it 
my hearty vote and affent. Ought the vote I then gave to 
influence and direft my vote of this day ? Should 1 be in- 
confident in now difapproving this bill r Or is this bill no 
longer the feme, either in its principle or provifions, as that 
for which I have already voted ? This, Sir, is what I mean 
to examine ; for I ftill think the meafure, as it was firft ex- 
plained, a meafure of wifdom ; and have heard no arguments 
that have changed my opinion in that refpeft. I am not at 
all alarmed, either by the argument of a very learned gen- 
tleman [the Lord Advocate of Scotland] early in this 
bufinefc, who endeavoured to point out the pernicious con- 
fequqnce of allowing a fufpenfion of the prohibitory bills, or 
by die forcible manner in which he endeavoured (as he ex- 
preffed himfelf ) to drive it out of the noble Lord by dint of 
Teafoning ; and if he failed in that, intreated him, upon his 
knees, again and again, to confider, before he allowed of fuch 
* power, before he admitted a poffibility of the Americans 
pouring unmolefted into the harbours of France and Spain, the 
colle&ed produce of three fucceflive harvefts, the greatest 
part of which our frigates, had blocked up in their warehoufes. 
He was anfwercd, that the ads of navigation would take 
place upon fuch a fufpenfion, and thole the commiffioneo 
Would have no power to iufpend. That anfwer, in my opi- 
nion, does not at all apply to the objection of the iearneJ 
gentleman. The afts of navigation are, to all intents anJ 
purposes, at this moment fufpended ;. and lb they muft re» 
main, till peace is thoroughly re-eftablifhed throughout 
America. Great Britain cannot perform the part {he ftipu- 
lates to perform by the ads of navigation. She has no offi- 
cers in the refpe&ive ports of America .to grant the clearance^ 
permit*, or thofe papers, by whatever name they are called, 
without which (he expefts no American veflel to navig^e 
the feas. How then is it poilibie, in juftice, or in commia 
tenfc, to expeft that America fhould perform the part *- 
quired of her by thofe afts, or fubmit to the alternative of 
paying you a heavy penalty for failing without thofe papcs, 
which it is impofiible for her to procure, which it is notin 
your power to furnilh her with ? But was the obje&on 
ever fo well-founded, or ever fo alarming, there is one Onrt 
anfwer to it; that the power of fufpending the prohibitory 
. a&s, that is, of declaring a fufpenfion of *rms by lea, *p- 
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pears to be absolutely neceffary for the purpofe of bringing 
on any treaty at all, or even any conference about a treaty, 
Not, Sir, that I think there is the fm^lleft reafon to oi 
alarmed at the effe&s of fuch a fulpenfion. The comtaif- 
iioners may grant it upon condition ; though I own my Opi- 
nion is, that they will be obliged to grant it without any e6n- 
dition at all. But at fitfft it will undoubtedly be only for 4 
very fhort time, much too fhort for the evil confequences td 
enfpe which the honourable gentleman feetris c fo much afraM 
of. Indeed the commiffidn itfelf cahnot take up any grettt 
length of time ; and, in alt probability, the gentlemen will 
be able to judge, almoft to a certainty, of the event of thift 
negotiation, in a very few days after their landing. 

Another objeftion was juft hinted, with much appearance 
of delicacy, by a right honourable gentleman, of great and 
approved talents for foreign negotiation. [Hans Stanley;] 
But, Sir, fo far from bearing hard againft the bill, it is, if 
any thing, an argument in favour of it. It was this ; that if 
once we admitted the independence of America, lb far as t6 
commence a treaty with her as fuch, what reafon could w6 
give why France or Spain fhould not do the fame ? And was 
it not highly probable they would ? Sir, if we are fo tho* 
roughly exhaufted and debilitated, if our ftrength is wafted fo 
much away, and our fpirit bowed fo very low, as to crouch *r*4 
humble at the power of France, and meanly acquiefce in hfet 
■ infuits and encroachments ; in that cafe, Sir, the idea of th& 
right honourable gentleman may ferve us for a miferable .pre- 
text to-hide our weaknefs and our ftiame. But if we haV6 
ought of our former vigour left, or a fpark of our ancittjt 
enmity remaining, fuch a flimfy pretence, I am fure, will 
never divert the refentment, or for a fingle moment fufteiia 
the vengeance that haughty power deferves but too abundant^ 
ly at our hands. 

Another right honourable gentleman f Welbore Ellis]} ob- 
jected very roundly to the bill, becaufe he thought it did lit 
effeft give fubftantial independence to America. So far, Sir t 
1 lhall agree with him, that the terms this bill holds out' ate 
fo near independence, that, tho' certainly much left difad^ah* 
tageoug to this country, the difference between them Is' fidt 
Worth fighting for ; moft indubitably mtlch left Worth fighting 
For than taxation was ; and the noble Lord has lately fotina 
out, that he never thought that an objefl: worthy the conteft^ 
This, Sir, however, can be no argument with me, who hold; 
that, heavy, and almoft intolerable, as the loft of Amend 
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ttraft be, it is lefs deftructive totally to relinquifh, if we can- 
hot by treaty regain, our right to that of which we have been 
unable to retain the poffeffion, than to devote what remains 
of the empire, than delperately to rifcrue the very exiftence 
of this country and our happy conftitution, upon the wild, 
abfurd, and hopelefs attempt to fubdue by arms the whole 
continent of North America. With refpeft to the efFeft of 
thefe conceinons producing all but a nominal independence 
to the colonies, that, Sir, I think, will very much depend 
upon the manner in which the continental paper-money fhall 
be funded ; for funded it rauft certainly be, if the collection 
of the taxes to be levied for providing the intereft of fuch 
funds is entrufted to the hands of the crown. On the crown 
the Americans will ftill remain dependent. The old policy 
of King William, the prefent policy of the Nabob of Arcot, 
will be renewed acrofs the Atlantic ; all the monied men 
there will be interefted to fupport the funds, and the govern- 
ment who have the management of thofe funds. And then 
the high tone of prerogative and fupremac^will ceafe there, 
as it has done here, and in its room the milder voice of in- 
fluence will be heard and attended to ; it will be more 
peaceable and perfuafive, but as effeftual and productive to 
the full. 

Having gone through thefe objections, and attempted to 
fliew why my opinion is not affe&ed by them, I recur to the 
queftion : Is this bill, either in the letter or the fpirit of it, 
conformable to what the noble Lord gave us to expe&, when 
he firft introduced his proportions ? He quoted a prece- 
dent in . the reign of Charles the Second. I have examined 
that precedent. The aft is the i^th of that prince, cap. 13. 
It was made with a view to bring about an union with Scot- 
laud, and enafts, " That t\yclve commiffioners be appointed, 
with full power and authority to fufpend, &c. according to 
their difcretion." In conformity with this precedent, the 
noble Lord brought in his bill, which runs, " That com- 
miffioners be appointed, with full powers to agree, to treat,' 
to fufpend, and to pardon, according to their wifdom and 
difcretion.*' In this (hape the bill was committed ; but in 
"that committee it has been fo materially changed in its 
claufes, fo fundamentally altered in its principle, that I do 
not hefitate to pronounce every man perfectly free of the 
"charge of inconfiftencyj who, having voted for this bill at 
the outfet, fhall rejeft it now, as no longer what it then pre- 
tended to be j nay, there is but one poffible reafonupon 
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which I fhould think myfelf juftified inconfcntirig this day that 
the bill fhould pafs, and that is, that I have it not in my po- 
wer to amend it ; and, imperfeft as it is, it is better than no 
bill at all. But let us examine the alterations that have been 
made. They were introduced by a learned gentlemsm [Tha. ♦ 
Attorney General] without any argument, and with but 
one very fhort obfervation, which had more the air of a 
diftuni from the bench, than that of free difcuffion which is 
ufual in committees. All he faid was, that it was thought 
necefTary to make the amendments that were made, left the 
claufes, as they flood before, fhould interfere with the. in* , 
ftruftions under which the commiffioners were -to aft. It 
was not fhewn wherein the claufes might interfere, or whe- 
ther their interference, if any there might be, would be pre- 
judicial to the purpofcs of the bill or not; but, fimply and 
fhortly, that it was thoughtmeceffary to make them. The 
necemty of fo doing has not been demonftrated to me ; and 
fo far from being able myfelf to difcovcr it, I can fee innu- 
merable reafons againft it. What is it that gives occafion for 
this bill in the firft inftance, that makes it expedient to en- 
truft to commiffioners the high and dangerous power of fuf* 
pending afts of Parliament ? Is it not the preffure of the 
time, the vaft diftance of America from hence, the compli- 
cated nature of the afts fhe complains of, that can. .alone 
juftify the law we are now paffing, that fuggcfts to us it is 
better to hear before we determine, to fufpend rather than 
repeal, and to delegate that power of fufpenfion to the wif- 
dqm and difcretipn of commiffioners upon the fpot, rather 
thin blindly to exert it in the ordinary courfe of legiflation 
here ? To this purpofe was the precedent adduced ; to this: 
if is ftriftly in point ; and as ftriftly and abfolutely decifive 
againft die alterations made in the committee* The aft* of 
Charles -the Second appoints commiffioners with full powers 
to fufpend certain afts* and claufes of afts of Parliament even 
here in England, at no greater diftance thanNewcaftle, or Ber- 
wick up0n Tweed.' Is not the argument then incomparably. 
Wronger in this cafe, where the place of treaty is to be in 
America, agrofs three thouland miles of ocean ? Yet, not- 
jyithftanding this precedent was produced by the noble Lord 
Jiimfelf; notwithftanding the ground upon which the whole 
bill is founded is, that plenipotentiaries upon the fpot will be 
better able to judge what is fitting to be done than Parlia-* 
jnent, or any other perfons who are not upon the fpot ; not- 
withftanding this, the committee have thought proper to exv 
punge every word in the bill that extended to give a difcre^ 
tionary power to (lie commiffioners, without which jthe bill 
Vol. VIII f H h h becomes, 
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becomes, in my opinion, abfolutely waftc paper : and as it 
now ftands, it is folely to veft in his Majefty's minifters a. 
fofpending power out 6f Parliament, and that the form of 
it lhall bt by way of inftruftions to commiffiopers, inftead of 
the ufual mode, by bill in- the two Houfcs. This is a thing 
for which no precedent has been, or can be, produced ; it is 
diredly in the teeth of the precedent produced by the mover 
pf the bill ; and will itfelf fornix new one, of a more alarm- 
ing and deftruftive tendency, than all that any violent or 
fteffcotic minifter has yet been able to warp to an evil pur? 
pofe. Why ire we to do this ? Why are we to truft nothing 
to the difefetion of the commiflioners who are to go to Ame? 
rrca, add repofe unlimited confidence in the ftiperior wiidon* 
and discretion of the minifters, who are to remain here ? 
Have we hitherto found their wifdom fo preventive, their 
' ^ forefight fo intuitive, or their information fo infallible, as to 

prefer*- their bare conjecture at this diftance, to the aftual ob- 
fervation of thofe who will be upon the ipot r But further, 
Sir : It (hould feem as if this demand which is now made to 
Parliament, to delegate their own eflential and peculiar 
rights i queftionable as it is wirh refpeft to their power con- 
ftitutlonatly to do it ; highly difagreeable, and to be juftified 
only by the moft extreme neceffity, as the exercifc of fo de- 
licate a power, fuppoftng them tohaveit, ihuffcbe : it (hould 
feem, I fey, as if what is now required war not fufficiently 
unpalatable in itfelf, but that peculiar pains had been taken to 
render it ftill more difgafting. We are neither permitted to 
have the nomination of the commiffioners, which, I think, 
would have been highly proper, nor are even thought worthr 
to be told the names of thofe whom we are about to inveft 
with an authority greater than the fovereigrt himfelf poffeflfes. 
Yet this authority, under thefe circumftances, am I willing 
to give diem ; becaufe I hold it to be f ndifpcnlAbly neceffary 
they fhould have it. But if it be fo ifutilpenfably neceffary, 
-ought not only to be willing to give it them, but abfoiutely 
certain they fhould have it. Gan I fay, as the bill now 
ftands, that I am certain of that? Do I not know it is liable 
to be fettered by reftriftions I have not confehted to, and 
mutilated by inftruftions I may never fee ; nay, which I 
prefume 1 never fhall fee t For niofe who could refufe us a 
fight of the inftruftions to Lord and General Howe, withouf 
even the ilightcft pretence of a reafon for fo doing, will un- 
doubtedly be equally unwilling to indulge us with a fight of 
thefe, even after the event of the com million (hall have been 
dkicriTunfi • a* was the cafe when thofe former inftruftions 
were luovcu \oi ai*J refuted* And vet i was told bv a leader 
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of that majority who rcfufed me fo much as a fight of thoff 
inftru&ions, that there was a constitutional remedy to refort 
to in this cafe; tharthe minifters ftood anfwerahle for the 
inftruflions they gave ; refponfibility refted, as it ought tt* 
do, with them, a& principals, and not with the commiffioneijs 
a£tfng under their dirc&ions. Sir, in the pare and virtuous 
times of the republic, when Rome was Rome, I know that 
there was really a nower in the ftate, that could make minifteca 
feel and tremble for their refponfibility. I have read of mini- 
iters that have loft their heads, on account of the civil troubles - 
their oppreffive government has occafioned. But in thefc 
days, with Parliaments fo conftituted, with the power of the 
purfe fo unlimited, when the very individuals that blame and 
condemn minifters without doors, fupport and vote for them 
within, to talk to me of the rtfoonfibility of a minifter, is a 
mockery and infult to my undemanding ; and I fhould pay at 
much attention to a grave differtation on the enforcement of 
knight's- fervice, or the legality of fhip-money, or any other 
obfolete queftion, as to an argument founded on the refponfi- 
bility of minifters. 

Sir, the more I confider the reafons I have urged, the more 
I am convinced the bill ought not to have been altered in the 
committee in the manner it has been ; but yet, changed and 
mangled as it now is, and ineffe&ual as I much fear it will 
prove, I am not ripe to give my voice againft it ; I dare 
not do it. I dare not rcjeft any attempts, however feeble 
and unpromtfing, that have peace with America for their ob- 
ject, particularly this, which is the firft fymptom of a change 
in that diftempered and fatal fyftem which has reduced us to 
our prefent miferable condition. I fhall rejoice exceedingly , 
to mid that thar reafon has the fame weight with other gen- 
tlemen it has with me ; add that, difapproving, and defpai ring 
of good from the prefent, they will yet forbear to give it any 
violent oppofition, and fuffcr ittopafsatleaft withoutadivifiom 

I have now, Sir, finiihed what I wifhed to fay upon this 
queftion. But yet I cannot fit down without observing how 
very extraordinary it is, that the Secretary for the American 
department, the great efficient officer to give effeft to thefc 
bills, has thought proper to obferve the moft profound fi- 
lencc concerning them, though he has conftantly attended . 
every ftage of their difcuffion. I ftile it only extraor- 
dinary at prefent ; . becaufe I truifc he has referved him- 
fclf till this day, to give his opinion at large upon them. But 
fhould he perfift in his taciturnity, and cautioufly fhelter 
himfeif under a referve he may deem as prudent as it is my-. 
fterious, his conduft jnll furely then be highly difrefpoftttit 
H*h h a and 
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*nd indecent to this Hpwfe. What ! Ihall we truft the cor- 
refpondence with the commiflioners, the inftruftions to be 
figned, the principal direction of this great work of conci- 
liation, to a man, whofe fentiments, the laft at leaft he has 
tliotight proper to declare upon the fubjeft here, were, that 
he would fooner cut off his right hand than fign a treaty 
with rebels with arms in their hands ? Has he changed his 
opinion in that refpeft, or does he hold this Houfe too cheap 
to tell them whether he has or not ? I cannot perfuade my- 
felf, Sir, that this can be the cafe ; and therefore all I have 
further to fay is, that if it were in my power, it is by no 
means my intention, to force the noble Lord to get up fo 
early in the day. I am too confeious, that when the great 
leaders in this Houfe take any early part ia any debate, they 
ilhiftrate the queftion with tuch pointed argument, they il- 
lucainate it with fuch brilliant eloquence, that it is irapoffible 
for any young and unexperienced member to attempt to get 
up after them. Happy for fuch it is, if they can catch a 
moment before the attention of the Houfe has beet* too long 
tried, or the queftion too much exhaufted ! they will then 
iind that patient indulgence with which I have been honoured 
this day. No one, I fear, could deferve it Ids ; none, I am 
fure, can be more grateful for it. 
Mr. Mw ^ r . Mcreton ironically congratulated Lord North upon 
*" the cordial afliftance he had received from his new allies. 

But faid, the taxation bill could npt pafs into a. law, without 
a new conftitution in America-; becaufe the fubje£te of 
Great Britain, wherever they are, are taxable by the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, whofe power has no bounds. If 
the Americans are not taxable, he defired any lawyer or po- 
litician would (hew him by what law they, were exempted ; 
and if they are not exempted by any law, he defired the 
gentlemen of the learned profeffion to which he had the ho- 
* iioor to belong would tell him whether they were exempted 
by the prerogative of the crown ; andif to, whether it was 
in any of their charters. He knew of but one,. Maryland ; 
and the man who put the leal to that charter ought to have 
been impeached. If they were not exempted, either by law 
er the King's prerogative, they ftill remained taxable ; un- 
lets fome gentlemen did fuppofe Parliament had loft its right 
•f taxing them, by non-ufage. He dreaded therefore the 
eonfequence of this meafure even more than the do&rine. 
Then. went i«to a long ftate of the danger of railing money 
in America by requtfitions from the crown ; by which reve- 
nue, 4b railed, the King might be enabled to govern this 
country without Parliaments, Next he went into an en- 
- • 3 ..,.-. quiry, 
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quiry* what could give rife to this fiiddenconverfion, that 
in all ages and countries was commonly attended with 
lbme material communications or violations, fucj* as,, they 
met fomebody on the road, or going into the city, who had 
illuminated their underftandings. That as none fuch had 
come to him, he muft remain in his old opinion, unconverted. 

Mr. Duftdas [Lord Advocate] faid, while he thought it Mr. iw 
was practicable to tax America, he was always for it. But^* 1 * 
when General Howe was obliged to leave Jerfcy, he began . 
to entertain doubts of its fuccefs ; and the misfortune to 
General fiurgoyne afterwards was experience fuflicient, and 
warranted him in faying, that the taxation of America by , 
the Britifh Parliament had been found to be impra&icable." 
No miraculous illumination could ever pcriuade him that 
government Ihould attempt iropra&icable things. If we are . 
not able to fabdue America by force, we muft mix with our 
meafures fomething that may lead to conciliation. 

Mr. Gilbert, after exprcmng his cpneern that the affairs Mr.ffafa** 
of the public were greatly neglected, and that a committee 
Ihould be appointed to enquire into the expenditure of the 
public money, particularly into the exorbitant contracts and 
abufes of office, and the exorbitancy of office fees ; he de- 
clared his. refolution,. the firft time Lord North went into 
the ways and means, to propofe a tax of one fourth upon the 
incomes of all placemen. 

Mr. fVilkes. I have not given die leaft oppofition to the pro- Mr. mihtt, 
grefs of either of the conciliatory bills, which have been 
brought into this Houfe by adminiftration. I thought it the 
part of candour to acquiefce, tofuffer the bills to go through 
the committee without interruption, ^nd to receive every im- 
provement, which the noble Lord with the blue ribbapd 
[Lord North! who firft introduced them among us, or any of 
his friends on the other fide of the Houfe, chofe to fuggeft 
or adopt. We are now, Sir, in poffeffion of a plan, with 
much care revifed and corrected by the oftenfible minifter here, 
in thtfull (expectation of its being equally pleating and pala- 
table on both fides the Atlantic as well as this Houfe. The 
great outlines indeed, Sir, oppofition muft approve, for they 
are undoubtedly their own. They were long ago traced out 
by themfelves, although the fpirit of them now is gone. 
Other means than thofe of coercion have been long fteadily 
urged. The noble Lord with die blue ribband has as liberal- 
ly borrowed their ideas as the Chancellor of the exechequer 
means to borrow their money on Friday, when he opens the 
budget. The gentlemen on this fide the Houfe have frequent- 
ly proposed a. rtvifion of all the afts complained of by our 

America* 
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American brethren. Above three years ago a parliamentary 
revifal of thofe ftatutet was warmly pftflfed on die minifter, 
" and it is not three months fince I had the honour of fiibmitting to 
the Houfe a motion for the repeal of thofif very ads, which, 
in a lefs conftitutional mode, commiffioner* are now to be 
authorized to fufpend. I made that motion, Sir, while Ame- 
rica was ftill free to negotiate, ftill free from all foreign trea- 
ties, or folemn engagements, as independent ftates, with any 
of the great powers of Europe. There is fcarcely ait idea 
in either of the two a&s, for gentlemen ftem to agree to 
confidcr them together, which has not been fuggefted by op- 
pofition. The " cefiation of hoftilitics on the part of his 
Majefty's forces by fea and land ;" "the granting a pardon 
or pardons to any number or description of penons within 
the faid colonies, provinces, or plantations ; w "the treating, 
confulting, and agreeing with any body, or bodies, politic 
and corporate, or with any aflembly, or afiembiies of men, 
or with any perfon, or perfoni whatfoever, of or concerning 
any grievances, or complaints of grievances exifting or fiip- 
f poled to exift in the government of any of the faid colonies, 

provinces, or plantations refpe&ively, or in the laws and fta- 
tutes of this realm refpetting the (aflie ;" " the treating of 
any aid or contribution to be furnilhed by any of the colonies, 
provinces, or plantations refpe&ively ; * € the not impofing 
any duty, tax, or afleffment whatever, payable in any of 
his Majefty's colonies, provinces, and plantations in North- 
America, except only fuch duties as it may be expedient to 
impofe for the regulation of commerce; 9 ' aUthefe important 
confederations have been repeatedly urged to the mimfter, 
While the fword ftill flept in the fcabbard, before the late de- 
luge of the blood of the fubjefts of this empire is an unjaft 
and unnatural war. At laft more is offered th*n was aiked. 
A repeal of all the obnoxious ads fince the year 1763 only 
was propofed. The minifter now agrees to facrifice the fta - 
tutes of alraoft another entire year, for he gives up all the 
. afts fince the 10th of February 1763, the infamous sera of 
the peace of Paris, by which the moft valuable conquefts of 
a glorious war were fecrificed. Whence can fuch a change 
ante > 

I obferve, Sir, that feveral gentlemen have this day mention- 
ed their converfion, the sra and caufe. A very learned advo- 
cate [H. Dundas, Efq. Lord Advocate for Scotland] has faid 
that he was converted when Sir William Howe was forced 
to retire from the Jerleys. Another honourable gentleman 
[Charles Baldwyn, fefq.J tells us, that he was converted when , 
General Burgoyne capitulated at Saratoga* Washington an4 

Gates, 
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Sates, Sir, are certainly very powerful apoftles. I fhould 
not be furprifed, if General Howe hirofelf was at laft con- 
certed. I believe thp sera of the noble, Lord's converfioq 
is not far diftant. I fufpeft it happened at the fuccefsful mo- 
ment of the late American negotiation in France, which I 
greatly fear has eftablifhed their independence. It is impoffi- 
ble not to be charmed with the gentle, meek, fupplicating, 
humiliating tone of the noble I<ord at the prefent moment* 
We hear nomore of the vengeance of the ftate againff daring 
rebels. The harfli difcord of war no longer grates on our 
ears. Peace, harmony, reconciliation with our brethren, 
«ire the enchanting founds, with which we are now ravilhed. 
The terrible exterminating rainifter of wrath no longer alarms 
the revolted cplonifts with £>ugs egy. The noble Lord, with 
jjo lefs policy than pity, foothes them, and in mild * accents 
fays, motos prajlat c$mp§nere fluftus. I much fear however, 
Sir, the colonies will never be gathered together again under > 
his ministerial wing. 

The two conciliatory bills are, in my opinion, more calcula- 
ted for this country than America. They appear only meant 
to quiet the minds of the people here, and to amufe this king- 
dom, not to regain the colonies ; but I truft the day of rdcko- 
ning, aqd of exemplary punifhment, approaches. The pre* 
fent dead calm forebodes a furious tempeft. The bills hold 
put what. minifiers know to be a fallacious hope, a reconcU 
liation with the celonifts on terms Ihort of independence. 
The objeft is merely to fcrcen miniftry from jhe indignation 
of the public, and the vengeance of the people. There can 
be little doubt of this, when the very words of the afts, in 
the Hate they firft appeared here, are confidered. The pre- 
amble of one of the afts was, " Whereas the exercife of the 
right of taxation by the Parliament of Great-Britain for the 
purpofe of railing a revenue in his Majefty's colonies, pro* 
vinces and plantations in North- America, has been found by 
experience to occafion great uneafineffes and diforders and has 
by fundry mifreprefentations been made the means of miflea- 
ding many of his Majefty's faithful fubjefts/* Tbefe words 
are a kind of fecond declaratory aft, in which the right of 
taxation is afforted at the inftantyou give commiffioners po- 
wers to fufpend it. Was this meant as a healing meafure > 
Could minifters really intend to confer a favour, as they af- 
fefted to think, and yet chufe the moft offenfive, the moft 
obnoxious, the moft galling expreffions i The preamble td 
the other conciliatory bill is liable to the fame ftrong objeflfion. 
It is, " for the quieting and extinguifhing of divers jealou- 
fie&and mifreprefentations of danger to their liberties and le- 
gal 
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gal rights, which have milled many of his Majefty's fubjefts 
in the colonies, provinces, &c." Muft not fuch expreffions 
be ncceffarily confidered by the Congre/s as the language of 
high and dire ft intuit ? The commiffioners muft derive ail 
their powers from thefe two afts of the legislature, in which 
the Americans were accufed and upbraided. Are thefe the 
winning, perfuafive arts of peace and reconciliation ? Was 1 
reconciliation really intended, or have minifters only in view 
to delude the nation, and to incenie them againft the Ameri- 
cans, with the abfurd hope of at laft compelling them to an 
unconditional fubmiflion } 

Adminiftration, Sir, thought the game defperate, and had 
only in view their own fafety, the prefcrration of their po- 
wer, and perhaps a facility in the enfuing loan. They knew 
the folemn declarations of the Congrefi to fome of the great- 
eft powers of Europe So early as December 1776, and con- 
firmed laft November, the baiis of which refted folely on 
their independence. They.poflefs it defaflo. Ifearweihall 
be obliged to give it them Jejune. If the prefent proportions 
are rcjefted, we cannot hefitate in preferring the acknowledge- 
ment of their independence to an cxpenfive and bloody war, 
in which at laft concrueft is admitted to be an impofnble and 
frantic attempt. We ought to enter into a federal union 
with them, and endeavour to fecure the advantages of the 
moft important trade with America by a commercial treaty, 
which would be reciprocally advantageous to both countries 
Unlcfs indeed the eloquence of our commiffioners can effeft 
what the force of our arms lias in vain attempted, their relin- 
quishing the claim of independence. 1 he adminiftration are 
pcrfe&ly acquainted with the various commercial engagements 
of* the colonifts, from which they cannot recede. It appea- 
red likewife that die military as well as the civil have concur- 
red in reprobating every idea of a dependence on this coun- 
try; The fceptre of America is departed • from Britain. 
' Three months after the Britifh army had taken their capital, 

the Tent of the Congrcfs, Philadephia, Wafhington gave u 
out in general' orders from head quarters, December 17th, 

/ " We may on the beft grounds conclude, that by a fpirited 

continuance in the mealures neceflary for our defence, we 
fhaltfinally obtain the end of our warfare, independence, li- 
berty, and peace." In October 1774, the Congrefs humbly 
fupplicated his Maicfty for peace, liberty, and fafety. Since 
that "period fafety had been lecurcd to thereby their own pro- 
wess,- except ^indeed on fome parts of their very extenlns 
coaft. They had lince been driven into independence, anJ 
began to tatte its iwcets. We had cancelled all the tics by 

which 
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which the two countries had lortg held together, and fihce wt 
had forced them into a very relu&ant warfare, they hfcld to 
the people and the army, as its great end, the manly lan- 
guage of independence, liberty, and peace, America was 
driven to defperation. It is now as to us a bofom friendihip 
foured to an implacable hatred. We have wantonly burnt 
her town*, butchered her men, women, children, even in- 
fants at the breaft, maffacred the captives in cold blood, fcal- 
ped the dying and wounded, and carried fire and fword through ' 
her moft fertile provinces. What a contraft has their con- 
duct been to a whole Britifh army, and general, who capitu- 
lated ! What a noblenefs in turning away from the humilia- 
ting fpe&acle of Englifh Soldiers piling their arms by word * 
of command from their own officers ! Are our minifters 
weak enough to expeft to cajole America with a parchment 
aft, &t the moment they declare that they defpair of conqueft 
by the fword ? The idea muft to them be perfeftly ridiculous, 
when the Americans recolleft that the noble Lord with the 
blue ribband at the beginning of the war had prophefied that 
they would be foon at our feet, and the noble Lcpd at the 
head of the American department, had infilled on uncondi- 
tionaifubmiffion. The Americans had now tried their ftrcngth 
and found their refources, both on their own continent and in 
Europe, adequate to all their views. They faw the world in 
admiration, of their firmnefs and fortitude, in the warmeft 
applaufe even of the military achievements. The zeal of 
the French nation in their cauie rofe to the higheft pitch of en- 
thuiiafm, and even this ifland might fay to America, in the 
words of Horace, " u cede gaudentes Britannl compojitis vcncran- 
tur armis" 

The honourable gentleman, [Sir Grey Cooper, bart.] 
Sir, who made you the motion for the third reading of the 
bill, fays, the Americans will fee, " that we do not mean to 
tax them." They have no confidence, Sir, in any of our 
profeffions or promifes. The aft of parliament of the feffion, 
or the fecretary's official letter, they hold in equal contempt. 
In 1765,. there was fo great a ftagnationof our commerce in 
confequence of the ftamp aft, that in the following year that 
unjuft, as well as uncommercial aft, was repealed, and all 
the fources of trade between Great-Britain and her colonies 
were again opened, and flowed in full abundance. Notwith- 
v ftanding this, in the very next year, duties to be paid in Ame- 
rica were impofed on tea, glafs, paper and other articles, 
which threw the whole empire again into convulfions. Ame-. 
rica faw that we were not to be confided in during the ihort 
period of a fingle year, and that no tic, even of our own in- 
Vol. VIII. Hi tereft, 
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» tercft, could bind us to any terms of future fecurity for tbcm. 
It is impoffible, without the higheft indignation, to reflect 
from what a height of profperity we are now fallen, into an 
abyfs of mifery and ruin. The difpofitions of America in 
1766 were moft friendly and affectionate. The wife meaftrre 
of the repeal of the ftamp aft diffufed univerfal joy thro 1 the 
thirteen now revolted colonics. At Philadelphia, in May, 
1 766, they unanimoufly came to the following generous refo- 
lution, u that to demcmftrate our zeal to Great-Britain, and 
our gratitude for the repeal of die ftamp aft, each of us will, 
on the fourth of June next, being the birth-day of our moft 

Spacious fovereign.George the Third, drefs ourfelves in a new 
uit of the manufactures of England, and give what home 
fpun we have to the poor." What were the unanimous refo- 
lutioni of the Congrefs, notten years after, in the very fame 
town } Our enemies have publifhed them to the world with 
raocjcerv and triumph. With what perfidy has the province 
of the Jerseys been treated ! When that province returned to 
its allegiance, was it reftored to the free exercife of its trade 
and commerce, and to the fame protection and fecurity, as if 
it had never revolted ? Or did that province continue under 
the ban of the empire, as a lucrative job to the friends of the 
minifter i Yet the minifter, in the King's name, at the ope- 
ning of thefcffionof Parliament in Oftober 1775, folemnly 
heldeut fuch promises to the Americans. It is impoffible the 
colonifts can have any confidence in fuch minifters, or their 
agents or commifEoners ; and unlefs men, as well as mea- 
- furcs, are changed, no permanent reconciliation can be effec- 
ted. Our perfidy may indeed poflibly be retaliated upon us 
in a mock treaty, and a delufive negotiation, but no ftable, 
folid peace can be obtained by the authors of their grievan- 
ces. 

The ear of England, Sir, is rankly abufed by minifters, 
who pretend to auurc us of pacific difpofitions in the colonies, 
and a defire to return to their dependence on Jthe parent ftatt y 
\vhen not the leaft fymptom of fuch a natnre has appeared. 
Has the Congrefs, or any one colony, m^de the lcaft over- 
ture to a reconciliation, fince their declaration of indepen- 
dence } Have not the Americans expreffed the utmoft abhor- 
rence of the minifters who are to nominate the commiftioners, 
infteadof a difpofition to treat with them ? And will they 
entertain a more favourable idea of their creatures ? I muft 
declare that I fee nothing in the intended negotiation, but dii- 
grace and humiliation on our part, after our repeatad injuries, 
^nd a lucrative job for five bold hungry dependents of the 
minifter. Would to God, Sir, I may be miftafcen, and that 
i * tie 
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the conmuffioners may retarn la Europe with uneavied wealth 
and bloodlefs laurels. Their grateful country will honour 
them to its lateft pofterity. Their fame will be immortal. 

• An honourable gentleman, [Edmund Burke, Efq.] one of 
the grcateft ornaments of this Houfe, ikys, that he obferves 
great benevolence among us towards the Americstfls* I hear* 
tily wifh that I could difcover it. Among three fets of gen* 
tlemen, which have been mentioned this day, I fear the Ame- 
ricans have very few friends; Ail the.dependents of admini- 
ftration, the large majority in this Houfe, who have voted .all 
the cruel and oppreffivc a£h now 00 befufpended,have certainly 
no great benevolence towards the Americans. Thofe who 
are accuftomed to pace in the trammels of a defpotic mini* 
iter, and to be obedient tohisfbvereign nod, naturally abhor 
theenthufiaft for liberty, the uncontrolled ipirit of the fons 
of freedom. I fufpect likewife that there is not much good 
Avill towards our fellow fbbjefis in the colonies, among the in- 
Jiabitarits in the northern parts of our own ifland. ft would 
be a curious fpeculation to- investigate the caufes of the marked 
-hatred of the Scots in general to the Americans* Is it, Sir, 
that aitho' fome fmall parts of America are almeft over-run 
with Tories, as others are with different deftrufiive animals, 
yet there fcarcely ever was found a fingle Jacobite in all our 
colonies ? Are the Scots in defpair, becaufc they have not 
been able to find any thing in Nbrth- America congenial with 
them ? They cannot there mingle tieafon with treafon. Is it 
that believing the prefent refiftance in the colonies to partake 
of the nature of a true rebellion, they are jealous of fuch an 
ufurpation of the Americans on their peculiar prerogative ? 
Scotland fcems, indeed, the natural foyer of rebellion, as 
«£gypt is of the plague ; .but, Sir, no monopolies in this 
commercial country are permitted. Manchefter and Liver- 
pool would oppofe fuch a monopoly, and jwftly claim no fmall 
fhare in it, from their vigorous efforts in favour of the Pre- 
tender in 1743. It will, Sir, be a new and curiou* fpeftado 
in 1778, to mark the north pooling forth her hardy fonstd 
quell an American, not to aid a native, rebellion, carefully 
nurfed in her frozen bolbm,. and. afterwards in a tainted part 
of England, kindly tendered and foftered in its progrefs to 
the ibuth. The third fet of perfons lately mentioned, arc 
the country gentlemen. Trefpe&the character, but I fear 
many of them are hoftile to America, and 'American rights. 
They are for the moft part very fteady, not burdened or per- 
plexed with many ideas, and perhaps with few of very libe- 
ral nature. A fingle principle appears of late to have gover- 
ned them. They hoped to throw off from their ihoulders on 
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the poor Americans aconfiderable part of the enormous bur- 
dens, under which they groan, of the debts of their late adopted 
German, and the prefent American, war. The noble Lord 
with the bine ribband had allured them of a folid and fubftan- 
tial revenue from America. On this plan of private oecono- 
nay to them, the minifter bargained for their fupport. Their 
difappoinfment, and die- lenfe of, his jockey (hip, has undoub- 
tedly much chagrined them, but I will not dwell on this fub- 
je&. Their eyesfeem to be opening, juft as they are drow- 
ning. 

Another .honourable gentleman [Thomas Gilbert, Efq.] 
complains* that every thing fefpefting the public is in a great 
degree neglpfted, and that fome of our mod important con- 
cerns are lcarcely regarded. He has accordingly, with much 
good fenfe, held out to the Houfe the idea of a committee to 
examine into the expenditure of the public money during 
this war. I agree with him, that nothing is now fecure, or in- 
deed properly taken care of, except the proteftant fucceffion. 
His propbfal meets my full and warm approbation. Another 
committee, however, feems tomeftill more immediately necef- 
fary, a committee to enquire into the nature and caufes of the 
failure of the Canadian expedition, for we cannot hide the 
nation's fear. I am forry to be informed that the. Houfe is to 
be prorogued at Eafter, for I fear we cannot in thisfeffion un- 
dertake both thefe important concerns. The inquiry into the 
Canadian expedition, the lofs of a Britiih army, and the hor- 
rid cruelties committed on our fellow fubje&s, is of the firft 
importance, both to vindicate the honour of our fovereign, 
and the humanity of the nation. I am fhocked, Sir, at the 
falfe rumours daily fpread, and the foul reproaches caft on the 
common father or all his pepple. t >It is .repeatedly circulated 
in print, Sir, that on the, 17th of Qftober, after fiurgovne's 
capitulation, in which Gates denoonftrated a refined delicacy 
- of honour, unparalleled inlSuropean armies,, the Britiih Gene- 
ral was received with refpeft, and .dined with tfie American 
hero ; that nothing unkind iwas.faid to him, except afking, 
■ how he could find in his. heart: to born the poor country peo- 
. pie's houfes, wherever he patfTed,,and that he anfwered, it was 
the King's orders. From ail the letters of Burgoyne it has 
been repeatedly afferted, that the projeft of the' Canadian ex- 
pedition originated from the clofet of the King, and die of- 
fice of the American fecretary ; and that the employing the 
Savages againft our fellow-fubje&s was among the primary 
ideas adopted on that occafioij. The American fecretary, in 
a letter to General Carleton, dated Whitehall, March 26, 
1777, fays, " As this plan cannot be advantageoufly execu- 
ted 
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ted without the.afliftanfcfe of Canadians and Indians, his Ma- 
jefty ftrongly recom&tefyds it to your pare to furnifli both ex- 
peditions with goodaifcd fuffioient bodies of thofe men. And 
1 am happy in knowing that your influence among them is' fa 
great thattherecanr-bena^Dom to apprehend you will find -it 
difficult to fulfil his Majefty^iatenfions." In the " Thoughts 
for conduftihg the war £rom the fide of Canada, by General ' 
Bnrgayne,". which we*e approved by the King, Burgoyne de- 
fires a thoufand or mpre> lavages. Colonel Butler was direct- 
ed to distribute the King's bounty money among fuch of the 
ravages' as would join the army ? and, after the delivery, ofi 
the prefents, he aflcs for 401 il, York t currency, more, be-* 
fore he left Niagara. Btirgoyhe's barbarous proclamation ap- 
pears now to be only a confequence, of his fanguinary inftruc- 
tions. General Gates's letters have informed the world with 
what favage ferocity and cruelty the Iridians carried on a war, 
to which they were ibftrongly invited. An Indian campaign 
is known to be productive of every fpecies of torture, to 
which thehuman frame is fubjeft. In thejaft campaign fcarce- 
ly fewer women and children in fome parts where the war ra- 
ged with the greateft fury, expired under the torture of the 
tomahawk and icalping-knife,. than were killed by the fword 
and bayonet among thofe 'who bore arms. Colonel Butler's 
Jetter. to Sir Guy Carfeton of July 28th fays, " many of the 
prifoners were, conformable to the Indian cuftom, afterwards 
killed/' Has the fecrqtitry at war yet thanked .the favages in 
the King's name for th$ir alacrity ? I have not had time fully 
xo examine the numerous f a^trs oa our table, and therefore 1 
am ignorant whether, tf&ftftve any. letter frorg his Lord (hip 
limiliarfo that":froiri^h§,war-office, of the. nth of May, 
1768,: *? that having had t}^ honour of mentioning to the 
King the behaviour of the detachments from the ft veral tribes 
of Indians, which h4ve lately. been employed ir\ the fcalping 
and ttapahawking hw Atnerican fubjeftv he has great plea- 
Aire in informing the General-that his Majefty highly appro- 
ves of jhe cpnduft.both of the Indian chiefs and the men, 
and rotaFtsjhat his. royal, approbation fhould be communica- 
ted to them through the General. Employing Indians in fuch 
a fervice gives him [the humane fecretary at war] pain, but 
it is jteceffary. HeiwpestfHty yill continue to perform their 
duty With alacrity. Every pqfiible regard fhall be (hewn to 
their zeal, and they fhallhave the protection of the law and 
this .office under every difagreeable circumftance." 

JVIr, Burgoyne held himfelf out as a& active agent on this 
occafion,: not by the flighteft mention of any fuppofed military 
talents, but by fuchan abject flattery pf the American fecretary, 

as I 
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as T hope no other man in Europe could commit* He declares 
in a letter to Lord George Germaine, dated from Hertford- 
freer, Jan. 1, 1777, " I humbly laid myfelf at his Maje- 
fty's feet for foch active employment as he might dunk me 
worthy of. This was the Aibttaocrof my audience on my 
part. I undertook it,, and J now report it to your Lordfhip, 
in the hope of your patranoge in thu porfait. A hope, my 
Lord, founded not only upon a juft fenfe of the honaor your 
Lordihip's friendftiip mutt reHeft upon me, but alio upon a 
feeling that I defer ve it, in as much as a folid refpeft, and fin- 
cere perfonal attachment can conftitutefuch a claim." In his let- 
ter of June 22, 1777, he ieemc to have fully entered into the 
ideas of his principal ; for he fays, " that he met the Indians 
yefterday in Congreft, and gave them a war feaft, according 
to their cuftom," of which war feaft we know the moft fo- 
lemn ceremony to be drinking human blood out of the fltulls 
of their enemies. In the fame conference he confents to the 
mangling of the dead, for he lays, he " allowed the Indians 
to take the fcalps of the dead/ 9 Surely, Sir, an enquiry in- 
to thofe horrors, and the failure of an expedition, which has 
not only difgraced our arms, but obfeured the name of En- 
glishmen, and fixed a foul ft at a on our national character, is 
ftill more worthy of our enquiry than even the wafte of pub- 
Rc treafure, although we are, I fear, if the war continues, 
too near the brink of a general bankruptcy. 

I obferve, Sir, that gentlemen have this day been very 
fond of giving advice to ininifters. I am not fond at any 
time of giving advice, but I wiU for once follow the exam- 
ple. My adv fee then, Sir, to administration is, to fupplicate 
his Majefty to order an immediate cetiation of arms in North- 
America, and to recall his forces. Humanity and juftice call 
aloud for this meaiure. The miniftet has at length confeffed, 
we cannot conquer America. To what purpofe then are 
more torrents of blood to be (hed ? The Americana will ac- 
cept, or they will rejeft, your proportions. If they are ac- 
cepted, the war is at an end by coaedfion. If they arc reject- 
ed, the end of the war, conqueft, has been found, and is now 
acknowledged to be, impracticable. The (bedding of the 
blood therefore of a fingle man for an objeft, which confef- 
fedly cannot be obtained, is not only nnjuftifiable, but highly 
criminal. Many of the meaiures of opposition have been at 
length adopted by minifters. I hope this, the moft important of 
all, will have the fame fuccefs. An immediate eolation of 
arms was propofed the very firft day of this feffioa by aa ex- 
cellent young nobleman on this fide the houfe. [Marquis of 
* Granby.] It will do mere than all your commiffionm can 
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without it. Perhaps it may fave Howe from the fate of Bur- 
goyne. It will give time for cooling on both fides, and at 
leaft fhew that you are relenting towards your brethren, 
that you are eager for that peace and reconciliation, which 
alone can form the folid happinefs of both countries, and 
muft be devoutly wifhed.by every friend in each, to their 
ixratual profperity. ' It may fave the fragments of this dif- 
rnembered empire ; for I own I fhall tremble for the fate of 
Canada, nearly loft three years ago, Nova-Scotia, the two 
Floridas, and the Weft-India ifland*, if the powerful con* 
f ederacy of the thirteen united colonies continues. 

Sir, 1 heartily wifti fucceft to thefe two conciliatory bills, 
and that we may regain by treaty, what we have loft by 
tyranny and arms. I would agree to almoft any treaty, rather 
than coritinue this ruinous war, which has con already above 
thirty millions fterling, and the lofs of twenty thoufand men. 
T entirely approve the effort, although I havtf my fears that it 
is made too late. Sat bene Ji fat citi 7 let the experiment how- 
ever be tried, and may both Britain and America, again 
form one powerful empire, on the principles of equal liberty, 
juft, mild, commercial, and tolerant ! We (hall then be able 
to ftand the fhock of all the adverfe powers of the world, 
again he feared and refpe&ed abroad, and at home a great, 
united and happy people/ 

Sir George Tbnge 9 propofcd a rider, to declare, agreeable Sir Carp 
to the bill of rights, that any difpenfing power in the -Crown, Yon V- 
was illegal ; and that this bill fhould not be drawn into a pre- 
cedent. 

Mr. Tburlow [Attorney General] faid, the propofed ri- Mr. Tbw 
der was unnecenary and might have imputations charged b*. 
upon it that were hurtful. Was indifferent whether accep- 
ted or not ; but thought it moft prudent not to bring the mat- 
ter into difcuflion. 

The rider was withdrawn. 

Upon the queftion being put, " that the bill do pafs,* 
Mr. Baker remarked, that a noble Lord at the head of the Mr, Bsker. 
American department; who was to fign the inftruftions, and 
through whofc hands, officially, the bufinefs of the treaty 
with America was to pafs, had not deigned to fay one word, 
whether he approved the meafure or not ; whether he had 
adopted as yet the ideas of peace, or ftill retained the fpirit 
of war, and thofe principles of coercion, with which he 
came into office ? 

Lord George Germain faid, that the noble Lord who had ^ or 4 q 
brought forward this meafure, and had brought in the bills, Germain. * 
had fo fully, to all points, explained, that it was unneceffary 

for 
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for him to fay the fame things in much worfe words. But, 
however, whenever called upon, he was very ready to give 
his approbation to the meafure. That -he did it en the 
exigency of the times, and upon the prefent circumftances 
of the cafe ; upon the ground of expediency he heartily 
concurred in the meafure. 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke then arofe ; and by mifunderftanding, or not 
' perfe£kly comprehending, the noble Lord, called for fome 
more explicit declaration of the fentiments of that minifter, 
who was to give the bufinefs it* form, and to fign the in- 
ltru£tions. • ** 

I-or* <?. . Lord George Germain then arofe to explain himfelf far- 
CtrmaiM. t ^ tr ^ an( j fc^ j am ^^ to fp ca k to ^ point of the con- 
stitution, in fevery fentiment which 1 ever held. What I 
faid, as quoted by the gentleman, was faid upon the then 
ftate of the cafe. But if circumftances are changed, fo 
muft meafures change. What I then (aid I was juftified in by 
the fenfe and concurrence of Parliament. The cafe is now 
changed ; and what I now lay, the exigencies of the prefent 
circumftances equally juftify ; and in which I fee alfo I have 
the fall concurrence ot Parliament. . There is no change of 
fentiment in me. What the cafe requires, and what the 
fenfe of Parliament adopts upon fuch cafe, it is my duty to 
follow, and I will execute with my 'beft zeal, and to the ut- 
moft of my abilities. He then faid, that although the 
honourable gentleman was perfc&ly verfed in the forms of 
bufinefs anjj office, yet he was miftaken, in fuppofing that 
he, as Secretary for the American department, was to 
give .the irrftru&ions, or tp fign. them ; ' that it was indeed 
bis duty to frame them, from the opinion of the council, and, 
fo framed, to carry them to his Majefty ; who, if he approved 
them, figned them, and alfo counterfigned himfelf. That 
he faid this only to fet the gentleman right, as to the mode 
of doing bufiref* ; he acknowledged, that by carrying them 
to the King, he became the perfon refponfible for them, as 
well as by delivering them. 

Mr. Town/bend then role to make general remarks on the 
* merit in the conduft of opposition on the prefent occafion ; 

and the queftion pafled without a divifion. 
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ADAIR, Mr. Serjeant, accufes 
miniftry of not giving the 
Houfe proper information 16 

• feconds Mr Burke's motion for 
enquiring into the caufe of em- 
ploying the Indians in the war 

*53. 

■ moves that the right of ap- 

pointing com mi Hi oners to treat of 
peace, belongs to the Parliament, 
and not to the crown 390 

Adam, Mr. is agairift coming to any 
treaty with the Americans 31 

— rifes to juftifv the Scotch can- 
non from trie calumny that had 
been thfown upon it 5 a 

attacks Sir William Meredith 

for deferring his party 1 56 

Addrcfs of the Houfe of Commons 
to the King $2 

• the King's anfwer thereto 34 

* and petition of the council 
ancl aflembly of Jamaica to the 
King ^ 327 

Army, eftimdtes, the Houfe in a com- 
mittee thereon 9 r/ 

Aubrey, Mr. (hews the impoiTibility 
of conquering America 369 

* riles to give Lis aflent to Lot d 
North's proportions for peace with 
America 387 

■»■ ■ , ■ (hews the fatal efTe&s of the 
prefent ruinous racafures 38 8 

VoL.VlU. Kkk 



Aubrey, Mr. has no hopes of t-ord 
North's propofitions Succeeding 

'389 
Authentic papers. See Papers Au- 
thentic. 

Bakery Mr. is againft the fuipenfion 
of the Habeas Corpus a& ' 3c 

•— conlidcrs fuch fufpenfion as di(- 
agrceable to humanity 36 

— makes a motion on the firft 
reading of that bill 56 

■ " on the mode of affeffing and 
levying the land-tax 64 

movti to addrcfs his Majefty oa 

the Habeas Corpus bill yo 

Baldwin, Mr. complains of being 
deceived by administration 387 

fiarre, Col. recommends offering the 
olive branch to the Americans 33 

'■ argues for an account of the 

prefent ftate and flrength of the 
navy 37 

calls upon the country gentle- 
men to attend more to their inte- 
rests ♦ 65. 

— obferves, that to obtain fup- 
plies is more attended to than to 
obtain peace 66 

— moves for papers relative to the 
land-tax 69 

— — (hews fome humour on the em- 

barraflment of the premier 84 

Barre, 
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Barre, Col; defires to know the num- 
ber of troops (erring in America 

9? 
,*-^- calls upon Lord George Ger- . 
main, to know what was the fate 
of Gen* Burgoyne 96 

*— expreiTes his horror at the cool 
manner in which Lord Germain 
relates the furrender of Burgoyne 
and his troops 97 

•—— expatiates on the bravery and 
humanity of tho America us u8 

■ moves for feveral aecbuxits to Be 
laid before the Houfe 10 j 

— objects to the enormous fum de- 
manded for the office of ordnance 

io3 

— ^- moves for the copies of certain 

papers to be laid before the Houfe 

■ anfwers fome objections made 
by Mr- lenkinfon ii£ 

— cenuires Lord Germain for re- 
futing to produce certain papers 

118 
-*— • treats Lord North's general pro- 
feffiotrs of candour and impartiali- 
ty with a kind of ludicrous ap- 
probation * 267 
•*— confiders the papers laid before' 
the Houfe as defective and errone- 
ous 313 
— " complains of chafms in the ac- 
count which he could not fill op, 
and gaps which he could not firp- 

•— accufes the minifter of unfair 
dealings in delaying to produce 
papers 315 

»> ■ enters into an altercation with 
Lord Barri rrg ton 316 

■■ moves for all the letters that 
palled between the Englrfli gene- 
rals in America to be laid before 
the Houfe $21 

— — reprefents the ordnance ac- 
counts as defective 322 

-» ■ produces fome* inftances of the 
cruelty of the far ages 358 



E X. 

Barrington* Lord, moves for 20,00* 
men for the fervice of the next 
year ^ 95 

' mentions the number p€ 

troops ferving in America ib. 

■ rift* to account for the 

omiffion of favingt 314 

■■ moves for the cloatfaing of 

the new corps 339 

■ ■ ■ ' endeavours to palliate the 
new mode of railing troops 34* 

Bayfey, Mr. cbtftratfSh Mf. Boiler 
as to the number of mips on the 
Jamaica ftation 46 

■ calls upon Mr. Boiler to 
mention the names of thofefhips 

■ M accufes adminiltration of 
giving in falfe accounts 61 

confiders it as cowardly to 



imprifon thofe the minifter dud! 
notpunifli 114 

• moves for the addrefs and pe- 



tition from the council and aflem- 
bly of Jamaica to be laid before 
the Houfe 326 

Beating orders, a copy of, to John 
Butler, Efq. appointed major com- 
mandant of a corps of Rangers to 
ferve with the Indians 234 

Bcauchampf Lord, moves for' the 
third reading of the Habeas Cor- 
pus bill 1 14 

- - ■ rifes in defence of the de- 
claratory aft in oppofition to Mr. 
Wilkes 145 

■ ■ ■ -i — makes a motion for ad- 
journing the Houfe 1 $6 

Bennington^ relation of the expedi- 
tion to that place 240 

Bill for declaring the intentrbn of 
Parliament on the right of iin* 
poling taxes within the provinces 
of North America 404 

^— to enable his Majefty to ap- 
point commimoners to quiet the 
diforders now fiibfifting, in North 
America 4°> 

' tall, 
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Bull, Bfr. Alderman, fupports the 
amendment propofed in the ad- 
drefs to the King on hi$ fpeech 14 

■ recommends making peace with 
America ' ib. 

— afTents that fnjuftice has ft* re- 
ward, difappointment and difgrace 
its portion 15 

Bnller, Mr. moves for the naval fup- 

■ ■ gives an account of the men 
and (hips on their different ftations 

enters more fully into detail 



relative to the home defence 47 
» moves for the fupply for the 

fcrvice of the navy 269 

Bunbury, Sir Charles, confiders 
America as invincible 1O9 

Burgoyne, Gen. the news of his fur- 
reader to the Americans declared 
in the Houfe by Lor4 Germain 97 

■ bis letter to Lord George 
Germain 191 

■ ■ fends memorandums and 
observations to the fame 192 

his thought for conducting 

the war from the fide of Canada 

202 
fubftance of his fpeech to 



the Indians in congrefs, at the 
camp, upon the river Bouquet 217 

■ ■ anfwers thereto from the 

old chief of the I roquois 219 

Burke, Mr., ridicules the haughtinefs 

of thrminifter 18 

* ■ admires the refolution and 

firmntfs of the American women 

ib. 
» oppofes the ftifpenfion of the 

Habeas Corpus ad 3$ 

» ■ ■ takes a retrofpe&ive view of 

our pafi wars 53 

» , ■ afks what alliance we have 

formed to fupport us £4 

■ ■ compares Lord North to a 

certain governor 77 

■ confiders the Americans as 
abfokuely independent 78 

' Kkk 



EX. 

Burke, Mr. appeals to nroof . for the 
Wavery of tne Americans 1 o 1 

■ i. enquires into the enormous 

charge of the office of ordnance 

— — declares he will not ftir from 
his feat till he knows the caufe of 
that Ihamefcl demand « 113 

'■ exprvffes his hfeppuiefs on 

having fet the minifter to ftudy 

114 

■ engages in a fort of bye- bat- 
tle with Lord Liibucne 128 

■ oppofes th^, morion for the 

adjournment of the Houfe 159 

«' notices the zeal of Lord 

£forth, and the warmth of his bo- 

fom for the public good 259 

■ confiders jhc prefent crifis of 
Britain as lamentable in the ex- 
treme 260 

■ eftimates the ftate of the 
funds ty. 

» ^ ■ compares the prefent times 
with the pafi: 26 1 

■ • accufes the minifter of an il* 
liberal ufe of the word confiimtton 

262 

■ ■ recommends the opening pf 
the door of the gallery to Aran* 
gers 325 

moves for papers, relative to 



the employing the Indians in the 

American war 347 
Hates what a war by Indians 

is 348 

■ confiders the apologies that 

had been made for employing the 

Indians 349 

» ' (hews the monftrous expence 

of that kind of ally 3^0 
— touches upon the burning the 

towns of Falmouth and Norfolk 



■ enters upon Lord Dunmorc's 
attempt to excite an infurre&ion 
of the negroes ib. 

thews the little ground* the 



Americans bad to confide in us 352* 
2 Burke, 
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Burke,Mr.movesfor copies of all trea- 
ties and conventions with the In- 
dians of North America 36 r 

»■ makes four other motions, all 

which receive a negative- ibid- 

» ' » obferves, that the aflurances 
of the miniiler were conftantly in 
a regular, fucceffive, uniform flare 
of contradiction to each other 367 

■ throws the fine' gilt book of 
cftiraates at the treafury bench 

374 

■ ■ considers the miniitry as very 

improper perfons to nominate cora- 

miffioners 392 

Byng, Mr, wifhes to be fet right on 

the inconfiftent accounts of admi- 

nift ration 95 

» is anfivcred by Lord George 

Germain 96 

— attacks the inconfiftency aqd 
avarice of the miniflry 344 

Canada, difpofition of winter quar- 
ters there 201 
Carleton, Gen. his requi fit ions 192 

his memoranda, relaiive to 

the next campaign, to be laid be- 
fore .government 198 

Cavendim, Lord John, feconds the 
propofed amendment in the addrefs 
to the King on his fpeech 3 

■ calls the ferious attention 
of the Houfe to the ruinous ftate 
of the nation 3<?8 

Clerk, Sir Philip Jennings, concurs 
in the addrefs to the King, as far 
as it concerns the delivery of the 
Queen 1 5 

* recommends putting an end to 
the unfortunate quarrel with Ame- 
rica 1 6 

!— * — accufes administration of incon- 
fiftency and folly 106 

• cautions the miniflry againft 

the approaching vengeance due to 
their crimes 107 

■ propofes an appointment of yel- 

i low-flat; mi nifters 108 

fc. .— enquires into the ftate and cir- 
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cumftances of the new levies of 
troops 257 

— — confiders the meafures for car- 
rying on the war fubverfive of the 
fundamental principles of the con- 
fHtution 340 

•*— expofes the unprecedented mode 
of appointing officers in the new- 
corps 341 

— confiders Lord North** conci- 
liatory plans as an ad of neceffity, 
not of choice 365 

•-*— animadverts on his Lordfhip's 
account of the ftrength and ipirit 
of the nation 386 

». » ■■ compares Lord North to an 
unlkilful navigator ibid. 

— — thinks the Americans can ne- 
ver treat with a man who has ill- 
treated and abufed them, added 
infult to injury, and waded deep 
in their blood 387 

Cocks, Sir Charles, prefects papers 
to the Houfe, refpe&ing transport 
Ihips 70 

— — aflures the Houfe, that the ex- 
pences of the ordnance was not 
owing to the want of cecononiy 

112 

Conway, Gen. takes a wide range 
through the whole fyflem of Ame- 
rican politics ^ 30 

makes many pointed remarks 

on Lord Germain 94 

■ fpeaks to the defe&s of the 
accounts before the Houle 316 

oppofes the exclufion of 

ftrangers from the gallery 32 j 

Cooper, Sir Grey, prefents a bill for 
the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus 
act 56 

■ infifts that there was nothing 
new in fuch fufpenfion 57 

rifes to move for the thiid 



reading of the American commif- 

fionersbill 40S 

— takes a general furvey of the 

utility of that bill 409 

Coventry, 
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Coventry, Mr. oppofes the motion 
for an adjournment of the Houfe 

i 5 8 

Cniger % Mr. fays ad verfity has taught 
admin ift ration wifdom 152 

■ attributes all our troubles to 

the tyranny and obftinacy of ml- 
nifters 1^3 

» obferves, that thofe who have 



efpoufed our caufe have been left 
to the vengeance of the Congrefs 

■ advifea meafures of peace, 
fince thofe of war have failed 1 $5 

Debates on the motion for an addreis 
,to the King on his fpeech 1 

■ on the report of the addrefs 

. 2 9 
- on the motion to continue 

the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus 

a& ' 3S 

■ 1 on the motion forfeamen 37 

■ on prefenting the bill to fuf- 
pend the habeas corpus act 56 

■ ■ ' ' on the report of the learn en 

59 

■ on the motion for the week- 
ly accounts 60 

■ on the land-tax 64 
• on Mr. Fox's motion to ap- 



the papers relative to the reinforce- 
ments for the American fervice 115 

on Mr. Hartley's motions 

129 
■ on Mr. Wilkes's motion to 



repeal the declaratory aft 131 
on the motion for an adjourn- 
ment 1 56 
— on the new levies 257 
■ on the papers 3 1 3 
— on ordnance ft ores 322 
■«-*■«- on ihuttiiig the gallery 323 



► E X. 

Debates on cloathlng the new corps 

339 
■ on the fupply of the navy 369 

— on Lord North's motions to 

bring in conciliatory bills with 

America 37*9 

■ ■ ' »■ on the motion to appoint 
commiffioners 390 

— ■ — ■ on 1 he motion to repeal the 

Maifachufett's charter aft 394 

■■ in the committee on the con* 

ciliatory bills t 399 

De Grey, Mr. fpoke in defence of 

■ employing the favages 352 
Dundas, Mr. Henry, is for bringing 

America to reafon by power 94 

■ acknowledges that the mea- 
fure of taxation in America cannot 
l>e carried into execution 42*1 

Dunning, Mr. fupuorts the motion 
for an expofure of papers 79 

• calls upon the Houfe to 

confider in what manner they were 
treated $2 



point a day to enquire into the 

itate of the nation yg 

— in a committee of firpply on 

the army eftin^ates . 9 g 
on the charge of the office of 

ordnance 106 

1 on Col. Barry's motion for 



feverely cenfures the con- 
duit of the committee at the Lon- 
don tavirn 262 

makes a diftin&ion be-. 

tween enquiry and accufation 26 $ 
denies the power of tKc 



Crown to levy forces without the 
confent of Parliament 342 

Elliot, Sir Gilbert, fecond9 the mo- 
tion for an addrefs to the King on 
his fpeech 1 

Ellis, Mr. Welbore, rifes in defence 
of the fufpenfion of the habeas cor- 
pus aft 57 

enters into an altercation with 

Mr. Burke on that fabject $8 

fnpports Mr. Jenkinfon a gain ft 
Mr. Barre's motion for papers 1 rfc- 

— — rifes to juftify the care and at- 
tention of the navy department 

— - aflerts that the Crown cannot, 

without wounding liberty, grant 

charters independent of the power 

of Parliament 398 

Family 
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Family Compact, an extra£ from la 
Fox, Mr. treats the idea of conquer- 
ing America as abfqrd 1 9 

— is fevcre on the conduct of Lord 
Gepree Germain ^ ib. 

■ ■' - takes a corfory view of the 
operations of the feveral campaigns 

20 
— — attaches tfce-fecjoetary pf ftate for 

American affairs 31 

— — — copfiders our refoorces as not 

adequate to our essences {6 

— comments <on the object of the 
American war 69 

— moves for an enquiry into the 
Hate of the nation 74 

— the motion pafled without a di- 
yifion . 75 

— ma>e* further motipn relative 
tp tfutf enquiry ^ 76 

■ reprobates, the violent, fcalp- 
jug,- tomohawk meafures of the 
jniniftry 86 

■■ laments the unhappy fate of 
£eja. Burgoyne and b» army 103 

i— f- cenfurts the abfence of a noble 
Lord xi8 

*-<— is agatB# granting America in- 
dependence 130 

— ^- vejry bumpuroufly attacks Lord 
North 151 

» is againfi repealing the decla- 
jnatarya<fc 4 152 

*' congratulates the happy for- 
gctfulnefs of adminiftration 263 

v ■■ mpves that the inftrudions 
given to Gen. Burgoyne mould be 
produced to the Houfe 264 

*«— rifes to explain the imputation 
of a treafonable meaning 265 

.» .; ■ '■ • ■ moves for au enquiry into the 
mifcarriage of jpeneral Burgoyne 

317 

•— . affcrts that the miniftry have 
been the principal friends to the 
revolted Americans 319 

i-r — confiders Lord North as an un- 
fortunate mini tier 3 2 1 

r- — - reprcfents the excluding fij-an- 
4 



gers from *M gallery as pf jio co*. 
fequence ^ $ 24 

— opens bis enquiry into the ftate 
of the nation 3*& 

— ftates fo#s as they appear 
from papers on the table ^ 329 

— takes a retrofpc&ive yicw of 
the mismanagement of the war 

ibid. 

-*— mew* tl>e immediate caufes chat 
have brpught us into pur prefent 
firuation '330 

— — accufes. the jniniftry of laying 
papers before the Route in a parti- 
al manner 3^1 

— • (hews the ill policy of tie a&s 
pafled againft America 33a 

— explains the fatal confequenccs 
of our rejecting the petition from 
New York 333 

■ runs over the various opera* 

rations of, the army in America 

334 

— relates the proceedings of Gen. 
Howe 335 

-— touches very (lightly on the 

events of the laft campaign 336 
recommends to fend 00 more 

troops out of the kingdom ib. 
-•— and propofes an addrefs to the 

King for that purpofe 337 

r ftates a great number of fads 

relative to the army in America 

— civfsthe meft ample teflimony 
to the bravery and good conduct of 
oup generals 363 

>■ infifts that the nation had loft 
20,000 men in America 369 

— affents to the proportions made 
by I ord North 383 

• fays, Lord Nor* Hoped and 

was disappointed, he expecled a 
great a deal and found little 384 

— afks theminiilers, whether they 
knew of the treaty between France 
and America 385 

——infills that the prefent mini'tiy 

can 
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tfgfi nave no title to th* confidence 
of the Americans 39a 

Fr&fericfc, Sir'Cfiarles, endeavorirs 
to give a reafon fbr the enormous 
charge for ordnance 1 1 3 

ftafer, Gen. goes through tire whole 
fubjcft of the American difpute 
for the lad fifteen or iittcen years 

399 
Gafcoyne, Mr. partes fome perfbnai 

invedives dn Sir William Mere-* 



dith 



347 



Germain, Lord George, rifes to de- 
fend himfelf againft the attacks of 
Mr. Fox 20 

•^— — — mention* what inftrnctions 
were given to Gen. Burgoyne 2 1 
- endeavours to palliate the 



employing Of the farages again ft 
the Americans 2 2 

■■ " reprefents the Americans 

^ as in a ftate of flavery 23 

* ^ ■ replies to Mr. Fox on the 

American debates 91 

■ mould think himfelf cri- 

minal if he entered into foederal 
union with rebels 92 

- aflefts that America is al- 



moft ruined, and fufFering un- 
der every fpecies of human mifery 

93 

gives tnc Honfe an ac " 

count of the furrender of Gen. 

Burgoyne and his army 97 

■ excufes himfelf producing 

certain papers called for 110 

■ exclaims againllperfonali- 



ties, and doubts not his own ho- 
nour 353 
■■ ■ ' ■ ■ commends the conduct of 



adminiftratioa in employing the 
favages in the American, war ib. 

Gilbert, Mr. propofes a tax of one 
fourth on the income of all place- 
men - 421 

Cordon, Sir William, recommends 
. coercive meafures 130 

Granby, Marquis of, propofes an 
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amendment to the motion for ft* 
addrefs to the King on hw Q*cch 

T 

Grenville,Mr.in an animated fpMtib, 
condemns the conduct of the Anw=- 
rican war $64 

~— deplores the tifffypm 

brought not upon our arms but O^ir 
counfels j6$ 

— alludes to Lord Chatham 

as the only man capable of fettlfmj 
our difputes 366 

— «• calls upon the minifhy to) 

declare what they know * of the 
treaty between France and Ameri- 
ca 38^ 

Habeas Corpus aft, debates on the 
motion for continuing its fufpeb- 
fion & 

——Sir Grey Cooper brings in 
a bill for that purpoie $6» 

" patted on a dmlion 114 

Hartley, Mr. H. W. wiflies fov a ter- 
mination to the calamities of the 
. civil war 29 

Hartley, Mr. D. calls the attention 
of the Houfe to the boundtefs ex- 
pences of the war .119 

■ accufes the minifter of de- 

ceiving the people 120 

■ " ■ -■ his calculations of the expen- 
ces of the American war 121 

- advifes the Houfe to think 

before they a6t 122 

— confiders onrrntn as unirer- 
fal and without bounds &• 

-confiders the whole conduct 



of the ininittry as folly and impo- 
tence I2£ 
> ■■ reads a Jefter received from 
Dr. Franklin at Philadelphia ib. 
— i— aflerts that England obliged 
America to. hare recoutfe to arms 

X H 

— —— cenfures the prefent hrfolence 

of minifters ~ 125 

-*— - confiders us in the light of a 

ruined people ib. 

Hartleys 
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Hartley, Mr. D. points out the riling 
flateof the colonies 126 

■ " propofes to petition the King 

for a ceJTation of hoftirities 127 

■ ■ ■ makes feveral motions re- 
fpe&ing the American war 128 

Hofpital, propofed difpofition of, for 
the fervice of Canada 290 

Hyde, Lord, moves for an addrefs to 
his Majetiy qn his fpeech 1. 

— brings up a report of the above 
. addrefs 29 

Jenkinfon, Mr. dates the impropri- 
ety cf Mr. Barrels moving for pa- 
. pers in a thin Houfe 1 1£ 

Independence of America carried in 
the Congrei's by a Majority of on- 
ly two no 
Inrollment of com minion to Lord 
Vifc. Howe and. Gen. Howe 308 
Inftruclions to M.;j. John Butler, 
commandant of a corps of Ran- 
gers, to ferve with the lndians'236 
■ given to Lieutenant Col. 
Baum, with regard to an expedi- 
tion he it to command 255 

■ number of troops employ- 
ed on that expedition 256 

Johnfon, Gov. defends the miniiiry 
againft the imputation of faction 
thrown on them by a member 4 

exprcfles his difapprobation 

of turning; heavy merchantmen in- 
to men of war 63 

■ apologizes for the artificial 
paffion of the premier . 83 

■ fays, the Congrefs are com- 
. jiofcd of fenfiblc and liberal gen- 
tlemen ib. 

• gives his opinion on what 



ground-peace (hould be made with 
America 1 29 

■ accufes adminiftration of 
/hifting the blame of their own 
faults upon others 268 

• fupports the motion t for the 



infpection of letters between our 

generals in America / 322 

■ contends for the illegality of 



£ X. 

the fubferiptions for railing troop* 

34fr 
• expatiates On the bad policy 



of employing Indians in the Ame- 
rican war 350} 

■ ! ■ accufes fhe navy department 

of applying the money to ufes 
contrary to what it was granted for 

•375 
— - — confidcrs the miniftry as very 

improper perfons to nominate 
American commiflioners 393 

Joliffe, Mr. declares his hearty aver- 
lion to the war from the beginning 
of it 394 

— — fc— told the miniftry long fincc 
that they might fmothir the flame 
with coals, but the fire would burft 
forth in general conflagration 395 

■ thinks an enquiry mould be 
made, not only into the failure of 
Gen. Burgoyne, but into the con- 
duel of the whole war 396 

aflcrts that we have loft an 

and are in the ftate of 
397 



empire, 
fuppliants 

King, debates on the motion for ad- 
d re fling him on his fpeech at the 
opening of the feflion 1 

— receives an addrefs from the 
Houfe s 2 ' 

-* — his anfwer thereto 34 

Langlois, Mr. endeavours to explain 
the caufe of the enormous charge 
for ordnance s 113 

Land-tax, the Houfe Befolves itfeff 
into a committee of ways and 
means thereon 64 

Leiih, Sir Alexander, accufes the 
minifter of repelling information 

-26 

— ' — accufes Lord George Germain 
as the fole author of employing 
the favages 353 

Letter from Mr. Kooinibn to Ri- 
chard Oliver, Efq, concerning the 
rum contract i8£ 

■ ■ « from Lord George Germain 
to Sir William Howe • 190 

Letter 
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-Letter from Lord George Germain 
. toSirGuyCarieton ib. 

— from Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne 
to Lord George Germain 191 

» from Major Gen, Phillips to 

Gen. Carleton. 199 

» ■ from Lord George Germain 
to Gen. Carleton 209 

■ from Sir William Howe to 
Lord George Germain 2 1 2 

« from Sir William Howe to 

Gen. Sir Guy Carleton 213 

— from Sir -Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 214 

from Sir Guy Carleton to 

Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 216 

— ■ from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to 
Lord George Ge /main ib. 

— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 220 

— from Col. Butler, fuperinten- 
. dant of Indian affairs ib. 
,» from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 

George Germain 224 

■■■■■* from Colonel Butler at Onta:io, 

22 S 

— from Col. Butler, heforeFort- 
Stanwix, to Sir Guy Carleton 226 

■ from Limit. C • i. Si. Le^er, 
at OAiego, to Sir Guy Carietcn 

228 

—— from Lient. Gen. BurgO)ne 

to Lieut. Gen. St. Leger ib. 

— — from Lieut. Col. St. Leger, 

at Olwego ; to Sir iiuy Carleton 

229 

— from Daniel Claus, Efq. iu- 
• perinte.idant on Brigadier St. Le- 

ger's expedition, to Sir Guy Carle- 
ton 234 

— from Baron de Reidefel, at 
• Jones* -Farm camp, to Lord George 

Germain 236 

» from Sir William Howe, at 

Philadelphia) to Lord George Ger- 
main 243 
— — from Lieut* ■ Gen. Burgoyne, 
at Fort-Edward, to Sir William 
Howe, with a note annexed, re- 
ceived from Sjr Henry Clinton, ib. 
Vol. Vil!. L 1 1 
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Letter from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne, 
to Sir Henry Clinton 245 

from the (ame to the fame 246 

— — from Sir Henry Clinton,, at 

Fort Montgomery, to Lieut. Gen, 
Burgoyne 247 

- from Vifc. Lord Howe, a! 
New-York, to Lord George Ger- 
main 249 

-— from the commiffiorers, for re- 
ftocing peace to his Majefty's co- 

' lonies in America, to Lord George 
Germain 251 

- from Sir William Howe to 
Lord George Germain 2££ 

■ from the fecretary at war to 
Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart. 270 

■ from the fecrerary at war to 
Col. William Gon'on 271 

from the fecretary at war to 

Lieut. Col. John Campbell 273 

— — from the fame to Colonel Sir 
William Erfkine , 275 

from the fame to the Eari of 

Seaforth 276 

- - from the fame to the Mayor of 
Liverpool 277 

from the fame to Hugh Lord, 

Efq. late captain in the lrifli regi- 
ii.au of fo >t 279 

from the fame to Lieut. George 

Vaughan, on the half-pay of the 
75th regiment of foot 280 

from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 

George Germain 281 

- from the fame to Major Gene- 
neral Phillips 282 

— — another to and from the fame 

283 

from Capt. Foy, to Lieut. Col. 

St. Leger 284 

.— a circular one f o the Colonels 
of Militia, and Commiflaries of 
Canadian trnnfports 285 

. from Capt. Foy to Capt. Fra-. 

fer, arlitrant fuperinteudant of In- 
dian affairs ib. 

from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieu- 
tenant Gen. Burgoyne 286 



Lette 



Digitized by 



Google' 



I N T> 
Letter frpm Sir Guy Cadeton to 

Lieut. Colonel Bolton ib. 

— — . from ihc lame to the officers 
* commanding at Ofwegatchie 287 
•— from the fame to Col, Butler ib.- 
— - from Capt. Foy to Capt. Mac- 

kay, ^ 288 

— from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to 
Sir Guy Carleton . jb. 

*— fiom Lieut. Col. St» Leger 
to Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 292 

— — from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. 
Gen. Burgoyne 293 

— from the fame to Lieut. Gover- 
nor Cramache 294 

^— - from Lieut. Gen,. Bgrgoyne 
to Sir Gay Carleton 29$ 

— from (he jatter to the former 

298 

from the fecretary at war to 

Sir Guy Carleton ib. 

— — another to and from the fame 

299 

" — — from Cant. Foy to Lieut. Col. 

St. Leger ib. 

«— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. 

Gen. Burgoyne ib. 

— another to and from the fame 



300 

from Major General Phillips 

to Sir Guy Carleton 301 

— another to and from the fame 

* J 02 
—— from Sir Guy Carleton to Ma- 
jor Gen. Phillips 303 
— — from the latter to the former 

3°S 
— — from the former to the latter 

506 

— — from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. 
General Burgoyne 307 

—— from Lord George Germain to 
Sir-William Hpwe ip. 

■— from Lord and Gen. Howe to 
Lord Geprge Germain 312 

Lilburne, Lord,- engages in a fort of 
bye battle with Mr. Burke 128 

Lift of officers employed in the Indi- 
an department, with their rank and 
pay 212 
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Lift of perfiwa tmptoyed im die In- 
dian departpctf; aaef ufe» with 
their pay 

_*- of persons employed in the 
fame department as rangers *t« 

f^— of the corps, which have been 
ordered to be n*kd during t^« 
late adjournment of the Hotife 

269 

I-**- of the minority eft die divLfioa 
againft fending any nore troop* 
gut of the nation 337 

JLourell hon. Jama*, fupports fets 
brother, again t Lord Mulgrave, 
on a point of feamaolhip 51 

" > expffefles hi* abhorrence of 

the mercenary tni lavage princi- 
ples of a civil war . 98 

m aJfertf that Che Americas* 

ad upon the fame juft principles 
as thofe who tffeAed the revota- 
tion in England 99 

-ftews the fcBy of taking Phi- 

ladelphia, which we canaot keep 

ioo 

— — difapproves of the employ- 
ing Indians in the American war 

559 

Luttrell Hon. T. opposes the min:- 

ftcriel addrefs on the King's fpeech 

■ animadverts on feveral parts 
of the King's fpeech 24 

■ ■ * makes (bme observations on 
the Cock-pit and its general com- 
pany 25 
■ draws a camparifon between 
our ministers erofing the Atlantic, 
and Caefar ccorffing the Rubicon 
from Gaul 16 

■ propofes an amendment to 
the addrefi on the King's fpeech 

*7 
■ confiders the prdent mini- 

ftry as a tyrannical and bloody race 

28 

■ attacks the miniftry, on refu- 
sing to give a ftate of the navy 40 

- ^ ' confiders all their accounts 

on that head aa deceitful 4 1 

Luttrell 
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L MM tell, Hon- Tj confiders the pre- 

font mettod of manning our fleet 

iceffe&aal 44 

■ ' ' ■ enter* irinutely into the pre- 

ftnt ftate of our navy . 43 

— ■ ■ " *' ftatea what may be appre- 
hended from France and Spat» 14 

- ■ oppofes *he imprefling of- 
men into the fea-ftrvice 4.$ 

attack* Lord Mulgrave's (late 



of the Davy,, with great aiperity 

5° 
— — * oppofes the report of the. 

commititee of fappiy , 59 

aflerts that the minifter's ac- 



count of the {hips oa the Jamaica 
ftation i* falfe 60 

proprieties thet a day of re- 



tribution oa (bis- iflaod muft come 

ib. 
■ ■ makes a motion for weekly 

accounts from the navy 6a 

■ the motion carried without 
a divifion 64. 

■ - is for repealing all the oppref- 
iive ads againft America 145 

■ ■ ■ quote* the obferv.ition of 
the iUullrious di&ator, Camiiras 

146 
— • {peak* on the employing In- 
dian favages in th£ laft war 147 

mentions the conduct of the 

late Sir William Johnfon 148 

■ ■ alludes to a paflage in Gen. 
Archerft's letter to Mr. Secretary 
Pitt lb. 

propofes the repeal of all op- 

preiUVe a&s ' 149 

• " ■ ftaces the bad condition of 



our navy 1 50 

touches upon the article of 

Scotch cannon ib. 



Scotch cannon ib. 

advife9 adminiftration to a 

iincere repentance for their crimes 

1 S 1 

coniiders each man of the 

Htfufe 99 equal in his delegated 
character from the people 370 

— enquires into the expences of 

flijp -building and repairs 372 

1 mentions the enormous fums 

L 1 
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granted for the repairs of the n?- 

v y . 373 

" ■ denies faying that Lord Sand- 
wich pocketed the f applies ib. 
* ■ objects to" receiving the re- 
port from the committee of fup- 
ply 575 
Luttrell, Col. enveighs again ft tire 
fupporters of the American rebel- 
lion 317 
■■ throws the Houfe into con- 
fuiion 518 
— — calls Mr. Fox a traitor ib. 
complains of the injurious 



roifreprefeAtation of newi -papers 

■■ endeavours to exculpate him- 
felf from the charge of being dis- 
orderly $24 

Mackworth, Sir Herbert, elucidates, 
the motives which gave rife to the 
American war 67 

— — attributes the continuance 
of the war to the Americans' them-, 
felves 68 

Memoranda of Gen. Carleton,. re- 
lative to the next campaign, to 
Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne, to be laid 
before go vernmen t 198 

Meredith, Sir William, (hews the ne- 
ceffity of the repeal of the £amp^ 
ait - 156 

— defends himfelf again ft 

the attack cf Mr. Adam's ib*. 

■ ■ attacks Lord North on the 
illegality of fubicript'ons 346 

' confiders Charter rights 

at, lead as facred as the righis of 
property 398 

Moreton, Mr. argues in defence of 
American taxation 399 

»■ holds out the fame argu- 

ments in the debates on Lord 
North's conciliatory bills 420 

Moyfey, Mr. fpeaks in favour of the 
fupplies for the new levies, 34c 

infills that the Crown has the 

right to appoint the American 
commiffioners 390 

Mulgrave Lord, arguments, between 

him, and Mr. Thurlow 39 

1 2 Mulgrave, 
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Mulgrave, Lord, confiders the Englifh 

mode of impreffing fuperior to the 

regiiler of the French and Spa- 

• niards 48 

■ afierts that our navy is fu-* 
perior to that of the whole hoofe 
of Bourbon 49 

Navjl fupplies, deoates the eon 37 

Nort^, Led, argues n fax our of co- 

erci ftve nieaiures .rith America 1 7 

— defends the employing of lava- 
ges, under Gen. B.ir^o ne ib. 

— declares it as his opinion, that 
neither France ncrSpain would in- 
termeddle in the difpote 18 

- — replies to Col. Barre, and ob- 
tains a rejection to the amendment, 
propofed in the addrefs to the King 
on his fpeech 29 

■■ ■ - anfwers Mr. Burke, refpedling 
foreign alliances 54 

— exprefTes his contempt of news- 
paper abofe 55" 

■ denies any intention -to dictate 
to the Houfe 61 

■ ■ ■ has no objection to the motion 
for weekly accounts 63 

—-—-agrees with Mr. 'Fox's motion 
for an enquiry into ihe flatc of the 
nation 75 

* ■ " objects to fome other motions 
made by Mr. Fox relative to that 
enquiry fj 

— infifts that the hufinefs of the 
Houfe of lords is not to influence* 
the commons 81 

■ ■ exprciics his forrow at the \xn- 
happy news of Gen.- ^Burgoyne's 
defeat 104 

m mores feveral refolutions for 

tbe army fupplies 105 

enters on a defence of the enor- 
mous charge for ordnance 114 

— oppofes the motion for produ- 
cing certain papers 1 17 

— - cbje&s to Mr. Hartley's mo- 
tions for an American accommoda- 
tion 128 

— ' niifts on our pewer to tax ihe 
Am vr. cans • 144. 



*59 
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North, Lord, thinks we need not de- 
fpair of gaining America 145 

■ ■ ■■ fuppoits the motion for an ad- 

journment of theHoufe 159 

■ ■ - ■ congratulates himfelf on the 

readneis of the nation to kfnfthrs 
meafures 

infills that the American 

was a conftitutioual war 

— accufes Mr. Fox. if of 
fpeaking treafon, of at lea ft 
ing very near it 

— — dates the difficulty of prepa 
ring accounts immediately for in- 
ipeciion 314 

— — oppofes the motions for pro- 
ducing the letters between the fcn- 
* gli(h Generals in America 32 r 

contends the fubicriptions for 

new troops were nothing new or 
uncommon 346 

■ confiders the employing of la- 
vages as bad, but unavoidable 360 

— ■ gives notice to the Houfe of 
his intended plan of conciliation 
with the Americana 36^ 

agreeable to his promiie, makes 

his conciliatory propofitions 379 

— — aflerts that he never had any 
idea to draw any con fide rable re- 
venue from America ib. 

— thought the Americans would 
not complain of the tea a£t 3 So 

— propofes a bill to quiet the 
Americans on the fubject of taxa- 
tion ib. 

propofes to give fall powers 

to fommiftioners to treat 38 1 

■ ■ ■ advifes to inftruct the com m if- 

fioners to negotiate for a moderate 
contribution towards the common 
defence of the empire when re- 
united 382 

— fays he was extremely difap poin- 
ted in his expectations of the ef- 
fect of our military force 385 

—declares he knows not any thing, 
for certain, of the treaty between 
France and the Americans 589 

North* 
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North, Lord, makes his motions on 
the conciliatory bill 389 

— declares the commiffioners 
would have no ^o-vr * » gram the 
Americans. iniejKj dar.ct 40 1 

•—-■ • mover, thu. rh». bill declaring 
the mte itionr- of Parliament rela- 
tive t > taxMg \merica be read a 
.third nine- 41a 

Nugent, KhH, f peaks for the c, nti- 
- nu«. xc of the American *ar 29 
■ teeonds L rd beauchamp's. 

morion for adjourning- the Houfe 

l S7 

■■ . ■ ■ denies that admin iftration 

eccoiir-ges news-paper a buff: 266 

- s fordefen ; ng the enquiry 
into Gen.. Burgo) tie's mifcarriape 

267 

■ ' difclaims any guidance, per- 

fona! or ministerial, but his own 

Judgment 269 

« ■ condemns the meafure of rhe 



enquiry into papers 320 

«— * — is fatisfied that the minifters 
purfued the bell meafures though 
they tailed 367 

Cbfervations and memoranda re- 
lative to the fervice in Canada, 
fubmitted to Lord George Ger- 
main 192 

Ongley, Lord, fupports the prefent 
method, of aiTeffing the land-tax 

65 

« ■ ■■ enters into a relation of the 
motion for aceflation of hoililies 

66 

■ ■ doubts the probability of a 

war with France and Spain 67 

> declares himfelf to be againft 

any meafure of accommodation 
with America 367 

Onflow, Mr. George, defends every 
meafure of adminiftration in 

— — afferts that the rebellion in 
America was fupported by the 
fpeeches of the minority ib. 

Orders for the troops to ferve under 

.. Lieut. Gen. Burgoync 284 

oy of 304 
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Ordnance, charge of the office of* 

Debates thereon 106 

Pallifer, Sir Hugh, infills on theira- 

poflibility of giving a. true ftatc of 

the navy - 40 

enters into a detail relative to 

the horn", defence 48 

tapers, authentic, account of men 
loll and di fabled in his Majefty's 
land forces, including marines and 
foreign troops in Britifli pay, in 
Nortn America, iince Nov. 1, 1774 

161. 

■ monthly general return of 
the? army in Canada, under Gen. 
Sir Guy Carl«*ton 16* 

. ■ returns of fome additional 
companies at Quebec 163 

■ ■ general return of the Ger- 



man troops fervmg under Gen. Sir 
Guy Carleton at Quebec 164 

— ah draft return of the regi- 
ment and independent companies 
of invalids in Great Britain, No. 1 

ibid* 
■ abftradt return of the caval- 
ry in Great Britain, No. 2 ii>. 

abflract return of the infan v 

try in Great Britain, No. 3 ib,- 

monthly general return of 

the Britifti ariny ferving under 
Sir Guy Carleton, No. 4 ib* 

abftracl of the laft general 



returns of his Majcily's forces in 
the Weft Indies 165 

account of the favings out of 



the grants made by Parliament for 
the pay of his Majefty's national 
troops .ij66 

■ eftablilhment of general and 



general fta ft* officers, with their re- 
fpeclivepay and appointment?, .in 
North America, for 1774 168 

eftablilhment of general and 



general ftaff officers, and officers of 
the hofpital, with their refpective 
pay and appointments in North 
America, for 1776 169 

— account of the fame euabliuY- 
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men* and appointments, in North 
America and the Weil Indies, for 

**— — acrouAt of the fame for the 
year 1778 171 

eiUbrHbwent of ho^Htal of- 
ficers belonging to the gantfbns in 
North America and the Weil Iir- 
dies, from 1774; to 1778 173 

— — account oi» the Dumber of. re- 
cruits nailed in Great Britain from 
Sept. 1774 to Sept. 1777 ib. 

■ » account of perfons employed 
itt the different branches of the. 
commiffariate in North America 
and the Weil Indie* from 1774 to 
1776 17* 

■ ■ - account of Abe fame fog 1777 

■ ■» ditto for 1 778- 176 

■■■ ■ efhmate at the charge of le- 
veral augmentations to his Maje- 
nVs* forces for times therein fpe- 
ciiied 177 

- abftraft of the number of re- 
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Petition of feveraiof th* geffilflfBoHy 
freeholders and o hers, of the coon- 
ty Of .Norfolk and the city of Nor- 
wich, pre leafed and read- 3,76 

Pitt, Mr. T. fpeaka with great firtn- 
nei* againft the goneral fyflem o€ 
the BHniiiry „ 305 

— — thinks it very immaterial whe- 
ther the commiiBoners be nomi- 
nated \>y the crown or the Hoafe 

594 

Powoall* Gov. devoutly withes to loo> 

peace bee ween this country and 

America 87 

■■ ■ ■ - ■ describes the integrity of tW 

Coagrefa anxitbe duplicity of oor 

miaillrrt 8ft 

— » ■ ■■■ ■ ■ tells the Hotrfe, that the Ante' 

rions will never return to their 

iubit-dion to England tt? 

- iniitf* that the Americans are 



emits raited by the federal FtgU 
merits In Ireland from Sept. 1774 
♦to Sept. 1777 179 

return of the recruits raiftrd 



in the royal Irilh regiment of ar- 
tillery from the fame darts 1 80 
— — abflractof the returns of the 
1 rifli infantry for Nov; 1 77 7 »S 1- 
• abftr.ict of the returns of the 



feveral regiments of horfe in Ice- 
land, for the above month 182- 
- abstract of the returns of tUc 



feveral regiments of dragoons, tor 
the fame month 183 

■' account of the grofi produce 

of the cuftoms of the debeimircs, 
bounties, cettificates. Sec, and pay- 
ments into the exchequer, from 
1760 to as far as thry can be made 
op " i8i 

[7k< r$fl of the authentic papers, fuel* 
** Inters , report S, feV. will bt fated 
ih (If ir proper alphabetical or dp . ] 

Perron, Mr. oppofes Mr. LuttreU't 
inotip a for weekly accounts 6a 

4 



independent, and will for ever re- 
main, fo oo> 
• abhors the idea of employ- 



ing Indian favages in our war* 

3*4 

■ ■' ^ ■ con fide rs an Indian war as 
the. ttsreftrataed affufion of ths 
paffions of revenge aad blood- 
thirflinefs 35$ 

— — (hews the reflraints the lildi- 
ans were under when employed in/ 
thelattwar 3156 

thinks that the neceflity of 

employing Indians may be avoid* 
ed 357 

Powys, Mr. moves an inftruction to 
the committee on the coocHtatory 
biils 394. 

■■-■ ■ « moves for leave to bring in 3 
bill to nrpcal the Maflachufims 
charter act 399 

■' ■■ ■■ - moves to inftrnct the corrv 
mi: tee to receire a ciacfe to repeal 
the American- tea- act ; 4c f 

Prnclaniasion iffued by the cotftmf- 

fioners for reiloring peace to h s 

Majdij's colonics in America 253 

P/opofci 
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Psopo/al* for fcwUhtog carriages, &c 
for G«n,. Bqrgoy&e'a expedition 

■i -i .. for fumiftweg the fame Xor 
theaniilery ^ 197 

Purport of a difpatch on or afeput 
the aoth of July, 1777 a 45 

Relation of the expedition to Ben- 
zungiog 240 

Report of Mieflrs, Long, Neave, Glo- 
ver, and.Critchton, on the rofe- 
«*ice of JWr. Aakw&a's mm Ch- 
irac}: a 85 

— ■ » ff further proceedings 00 that 
bufmefc :88 

Reqtii&tja&s of Gen. Carjetoo 299 

](eturn of tb* ropal Uilh regiment 
commended by (he Earl of Drogr 
bed* , 360 

Rigby, Mr, p for carrying on the 
war with America by graining ere- 
ry nerve 104 

■ wimes to have A rangers ex- 
cluded from the gallery 324 

— ■- vindicates the meafure of em- 
ploying the iavjages 359 

Rous, Mr. is for putting off the en- 
quiry ioto G<n. Burgoyne'* Jeicat 
till hi* arrival .265 

-.» ■ votes for the fupply of the le- 
vies, though he thiaks them mailed 
againft: law 345 

Bum contract, letter from Mr.Robta- 
ibn to Rich. Oliver, Efq. 011 tint 
bufoefs 4^5 

Saville, Sir George, condoms the 
meafures of adminiftration in the 
American war 30 

■ .- - fpeaks oa the fubjeft of the 
America war 68 

■ ' is for treating with America m 
- an iadependen t ftate 129 

— — is entirely againft a propofed 
adjournment of the Houfe 157, 

Seamen, debate on, the morion for 37 

Staff propofed for the expedition un- 
der Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne, and 
fuhmi'ted for the decifon of -Sir 
Guy Carleton 29 1 

Stg^hope, Mr. Walter Spencer, ri- 



4s? fo give Ms opinion on Land 
.NosEth** conciliatory bills 41a 

t- notices fome inconuftentex- 

prei&ops of the miniftcr 4*4 

ftates the inefficacy of the 



American oayigatioa aAs at thic 

^ 0<i . , 4*4 

<*■ examines fi^oae objections 

- Parted by Mr. Stanley god Mr* 
EHis 41 g 

r— — confiders the minifter as de- 
viating f'rom his firft proposition* • 

416 
- examines the alterations made 



in the conciliatory bills 417 

i. . . . argues on die danger of in- 
verting individuals wiih parlia- 

- mentary power 4*8 

"i treats the rsfponfibiirty of 

mini fter* as a mere mockery 41? 

Stanley, Mr. obje&s to Mr. Fas'* 
motions relative to an enquiry into 
the {late of the nation jf. 

State of the troops, British and Ger- 
man, under the Command of Sir 
William Howe at Philadelphia 

360 

■ ■ ■ of the troops, Britiih and Ger- 
man, under the command of Sir 
Henry Clinton at Now York ib. 

Subilance of the fpeech of Gen. 
Burgoyne. to the Indians in coti- 
grela, ax the camp upon the river 
Bouquet 2 jy 

■ . > i anfwer thereto from the 

o ; dchief of the Iroquois. 219 

Sutton, Sir Richard, oppofes a refo- 

' lotion propofeJ by Mr. F«*t 367 

Thought* for conducting the war 

from the fide of Canada, »by G«n, 

Burgoyne 20a 

Thurlbw, Mr. rlfcs in fttpport of the 

meafures of admmiftration 50 
— — fupports a contmoanee of a 

fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus' 

— — — - rifes again on the fame fub- 

}e& in anfwer to Meffrs. Baker and 

Burke r 3& 

Tharlww, 
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Thurlow, Mr. objeSs to lcning our 
enemies know either our ftrength 
or weaknefs 37 

u. ■ acknowledges his iguorai.cx 

of naval affairs » 58 

\, ■ oppofes Mr. Baker's motion 

for petitioning the King on the 
Habeas Corpus ad 70 

, is againii ad minift ration iay- 

• ing certain papers before the Houfe 

• 79 
— — throws the whole blame of 
» the war on the minifters who re- 

• pealed the (lamp aft 155 
Town(hend, Mr. T. objects to fup- 

• porting a war he deteftedand ab- 
horred £2 

i , accufes the mini ft er of ai- 

ftiming unlimited power 61 

m atucks the miniftry for rc- 

fuGng to lay certain papers before 

. the Houfe 80 

» accufed by Lord North of 



being difordcrly, his reply thereto 
• applauds Mr. Thurlow for 



certain papers to be produced 1 16 
• objects ftrongly to a pro- 



poled adjournment of the Houfe 

" x 57- 

► argues againft the uncon- 



stitutional moce ot raifing new le- 
vies of troops 258 
is fevere on the partiality 



Jhewn to the Scotch in every thing 

34+ 
• proves that the colonies 



afked nothing more of tbe Indians 
than a neutrality 354 

— rifes to make general re- 



marks on the merit in the conduct 

of oppolitioa 432 

Tranfports taken up or contracted 

for by governmeut, an account of 

71 



finding precedents for our misfor- 
tunes 103 
— anfwers the reflection of 
Mr. Onflow 1 1 1 
fupports the motion for' 



> E X. * 

Turner, Mr. propofes putting an end 
to she American war, as belnv the 
fenfe of his onftituc-nts 29 

— — accufes tbe niinUrr\ ol be- 
ing combined to betray heir co»in- 
try ji8 

■ oppofes excluding ftrar^crs 

from the gallery 325 

Van, Mr. draw* a comparifon between 
Britain and Rome, America <*nd 
Ca.thage 343 

Victuallers, hired to carry provifions 
to North America, account of tbe 
experce of the rreirht of, and the 
value of the laid proviiion 1 89 

Vynt:r, Mr. oppofes (hutting the door 
of the gallery to ft rangers 325 

Wallace, Mr.afTerts, that ihoighitis 
illegal to*- the King 'o levy money, 
yet it is legal for him to get it le- 
vied for him 345 

Walloon- Creek, account of an af- 
fair which happened near that 
place 237 

Wedderburn, Mr fpeaks for (he 
augmentation of the army and na- 
vy 31 

attempts to prove the in- 
tentions of America to indepen- 
dence 32 

■ defcribes his own political 
character 102 

■ declares he fpeaks no one's 
opinion but tmown 267 

cont-ndsT^atcontribH- 

tions really voluntary^were legal 

iniifts that the cro^n only 

has the right of appointin^com- 
miflioncrsto treat of peace 391 
declares his reafon foftp- 



proving the conciliatory b'l!s fas 
not grounded on deipondenc/ 40 

Whitbred, Mr. complains of the ir 
equitable mode of alTeffing and le 
vying the land tax 64. 

Whitworth, Sir Charles, ordered to 

make his report of the committee 

of fupply /9 

Wilfcf, 
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Wilkes/ Mr. animadverts on fotne 

parts of the Ki ng's fpeech 5 

■. reprefents the American war 

as unnatural, unjuft, and barbarous 

6 

■ ■ foretells the fate of Gen, 

Burgoyne's expedition ib. 

m ■ ■ ftates the impombility of ever 

being ableto conquer America 7 

■■ maintains that men are not 

to be converted by the bayonet or 

impriibnnient ' 8 

• a Herts that the nation has 



been duped for feveral years by a 
fucceilion of minifterial falfehoods 



attributes all the 



..9 

calamities 

of the war to the arbitrary obfti- 
nacy of adminiftration 10 

■ rcprefents Gen, Burgoyne as 
a pious preacher, acting repug- 
nant to every principle of huma- 

— — accufes adminiftration of be- 



mitted by Gen. Burgoyne's army 

*3S 
Wilkes,Mr.confiders the capitulation 

of Gen.Bnrgoyne as inglorious 136 
■■ fuppofe* the declaratory a& 

to have fprung from the repeal of 

the ftampa& 138 

■ propofes a repeal of all the 

a&s pafled fince 1763 13a 

■ ■■■ takes a curfory view of thofc 
a&s 140 

— notices a curious political 
race in the Houfe 142 

■ confiders the nation as in a 
declining and defperate ftate 143 



ing wilfully blind to the treachery 

of France 12 

— — confiders Portugal as totally 

loft to us ib. 

points out ' the univerfal 



gloom Spreading over the political 
hemifphere 1 3 

- recommends an accommoda- 

tion with America 14 

■ ■ takes a view of the ftate of 
our fea and land forces 1 3 1 

observes, that amidft all the 



preparations for war, not a word 
of peace is heard ib. 

■■■ points to one of the fhorteft 

compendiums of flavary ever giv- 
en 132 

(hews the moderation and 



magnaminity of the Congrcfs 133 
- confiders the declaratory a& 



as not only the fountain of the wa- 
ters of bitternefs, bot of rivers of 
blood 134 

mentions tWroaflacres coxu- 

V'oL.VIil. ^p' 



-- gives not the leaft oppofition 
to either of the conciliatory bills 

421 
» (hews that every thing com- 
ing from the minority, which had 
been treated with contempt by the 
minifiry, is now adopted by them 

422 
■ confiders the conciliatory 
bills as inadequate to the purpofe 

423 
■ confiders the fceptre of Ame- 
rica as departed from Britain 424 ' 
reprefents the Americans as 



not to be cajoled by adminillration 
with a parchment act 425 

— — infifts that the Americans 
have no confidence in any of our 
profeflions or promifes ib. 

^ produces inftances of the 
gratitude of the Americans 426 
reprefents the ear of Eng- 



land as fadly abufed by the prefent 
race of miniflers ib. 

1 confiders the Scots in gene- 

ral as enemies' to the Americans 

427 

— fays, the mini ft er had afluted 
the country gentlemen of a folid 
and fubflantial revenue from Ame- 
rica 428 

— — confiders an Indian cam- 
paign as productive of every fjpe- 

Mm m cies 
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cies of tortuK the-human frame is . 
liable to 429 • 

Wilkes,Mr.gives l»is advicetogdmitii- 
flration in what manner they pught 
to a& 4^0 

■ ■ trembles for the fete "of Ca- 

nada, Nova Scotia, the two FJori- ' 
das, and the Weft India iflands 

43* 
Wilmoti Mr. confiders the concilia- 
tory bills as well adapted to the 
intended purpofe 401 



Wiln»t. Mr. allowt of drf? right of 
taxation, but not the ufe of it, as 
beiftg dangerous and imprudent 40: 

confiders independence as the 

conitqaence of the quarrel, and 
not the original defign of the 
Americans ^ 4°3 

Yonge, Sir George, expreflca his con- 
ctm that the preference was now 
given to Seotch foldiera and Scotch 
flatefmen 343 

' propofes a rider, which is 
withdrawn 45 l 



jfr^ 




"S^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



V 



Digitized by 



Google 



t9 

3i 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



